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THE BOOKS OF KINGS. 

I. Name. — The name of this work is obviously taken from 
the contents, which contain a history of the theocracy under the 
kings from Solomon till the downfall of Judah, when the people 
were carried away into captivity. Though now divided into two 
books, the work was originally one. It was separated in the 
Septuagint version, where it is numbered as the third an(Lfourth 
of Uie kingdoms. From the Greek translation, the division 
passed into the Latin version; and Daniel Bomberg first ap- 

E lied it to the Hebrew Bible, so that ordinarj^ editions of the 
ttter exhibit it now. The proper Hebrew title of the undivided 
work TSD hook of Kings, should not have been touched 

or modified. The following is a summary of the contents. 

II. Contents, — In the first chapter we have an account of 
the old age of David, and of the measures taken by Adonijab, 
his fourth and eldest surviving son, in concert with Joab and 
Abiathar the priest, to secure his succession to the throne. This 
son made a sacrifice-feast at the rock of Zoheleth, in the vicinity 
of Jerusalem, to which he invited all his brethren and all the 
courtiers except Solomon, Nathan, Benaiah, and others attached 
to the young prince (i. 1-10). By the advice of Nathan,*Bath- 
sheba went to the king, and, reminding him of a promise he had 
made to her with an oath that Solomon should be his successor, 
informed him that Adonijah had already laid claim to the 
throne ; and that she, with her son, should be in danger as soon 
as the king died. According to arrangement, Nathan came in 
and seconded her request, addressing David as if he had authorised 
what Adonijah was doing at the feast, and gently blaming him 
for not telling liis faitb^ful counsellor. Then Bathsheba was 
called, to whom the monarch renewed his oath, and gave direc- 
tion for the immediate inauguration of the young prince at 
Gihon (11-40). When Adonijah and his guests heard of this 
transaction, they were afraid and dispersed. Adonijah himself 
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took refilge in the tabernacle ; but being reassured by a message 
from Solomon, he presented himself before the young king, did 
homage to him, and was dismissed (41-53). 

The second chapter commences with an account of David’s 
last words to Solomon, and his death after a reign of forty 
years. This dying charge related to the young king’s faithful 
obseirance of the divine laws ; to Joab, whose ** hoar head he 
was not to let go down to the grave in peace to the sons of 
Barzillai, the Gileadite ; to Shimed, whom he was to hold guilty 
for his insulting conduct, and to bring down his hoary head to 
the grave with blood (1-11)- After this Adonijah made interest 
with Bathsheba to ask for him, from her son, Abishag the maid, 
who had cherished the old king in marriage. The petition was 
presented in due form, but was refused ; and being construed 
as an indication of a fresh design on the throne, the king 
ordered him to be put to death. In pursuance of the same 
vindictive measures recommended by David before his death, 
Abiathar was deprived of the priesthood, and banished to An- 
athoth. His life was- spared because he had borne the ark 
before .David, and sympathised in David’s afiliotions. On hear- 
ing of this, Joab took refuge in the sanctuary ; but that did not 
save him, for Benaiah was ordered to go thither and slay him, 
which he did accordingly. Benaiah was put in the post of 
Joab 4 and Zadok in that of Abiathar. Shimei was sent for by 
the l^g to Jerusalem, ordered to build an house there, and 
never to leave the place on the peril of his life. But at the end 
of three years he went to Gath in pursuit of two slaves. When 
he had returned with them to Jerusalem the king sent for him, 
reminded him of what he had done to David, and ordered him 
to be slain (12-46). 

The third chapter describes Solomon’s marriage to the daughter 
of the king of Egypt ; and how he and the people sacrihc^ in 
high places, which was contrary to the law. The chief high 
place was Gibeon, where God appeared to him in a dream, and 
promised to give him not only wisdom in answer to his petition, 
but also riches and honour. Returning to Jerusalem, he ofierod 
sacrifice before the ark of the covenant, and made a feast to all 
his servants (1-15). Immediately after, he gave a proof of his 
wisdom in determining the real mother of a child ; so that his 
fisune was^read abroad (16-28). 

The fou^ chapter commences with a list of his principal 
officers in different departmeuits (1-6). This is followed bv 
another, in which it is said that he bad twelve officers over all 
Israel to furnish supplies for the royal household, each a month 
m the year. Tbw names and districts are also specified (7*19)« 
Wo have next a description of the peaces jnrospenty, aanl extent 
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of hia kin^om ; of the daily proyision of his household, his 
stables and horses (20-28). ^ far different sources were used 

in this chapter ; which will account for the irregular order of its 
contents, as well as the differences between analogous parti- 
culars. Solomon’s great wisdom and knowledge are next des- 
cribed (29-34). After Hiram had sent to congratulate him, the 
latter made known his purpose to build a temple for the na- 
tional worship, and requested a supply of timber from Lebanon. 
The application was ^vourably entertained. Tyrian workmen 
were to cut down and convey c^ar and timber, which was to be 
delivered at some convenient port ; in return for which supplies 
of com and oil were to be furnished to Hiram yearly (v. 1-12). 
Solomon himself raised a levy of 30,000 men, whom he sent to 
Lebanon ; 10,000 a month in rotation. Besides these, who seem 
to have been free Israelites, he had 70,000 that bare burdens, 
and 80,000 hewers of stone ; the whole being directed by 3,300 
overseers (13-18). 

The sixth chapter commences with a description of the build- 
ing of the temple, which was begun 480 years after the exodus 
from Egypt. The model of the structure was the tabernacle 
constructed by Moses. The extreme length, exclusive of the 
base, W’hich projected on all sides 7J feet, and the entrance 
steps was about 150 feet ; the extreme breadth 78 feet; and the 
greatest height, including the breastwork, 51 feet. As the pro- 
jecting base w^as 9 feet high, the extreme height was 60 feet. 
The porch or hulh before the temple proper was 30 feet in 
length (breadth), corresponding to the breath of the house, and 
15 feet in breadth (length). Its height was the same as that of 
the main edifice, viz., 45 feet. After giving these dimensions 
of the chief parts of the building, the writer stales how light and 
air were admitted (vi. 1-4). Against the outer walls were three 
stories of chambers, the lowest chamber 7J feet broad, the 
second 9, and the third lOJ ; the projections leaving space for 
rests for the timbers of the inner apartments. From the second 
chamber the third was reached by winding stairs within. Their 
external height was 27 feet, leaving room above for the win- 
dows. The stones of the edifice were prepared before being 
brought ; so that there was no sound hea^ of hammer, axe, or 
tool. The holy of holies was a square, each side 35 feet. The 
holy place was a parallelogram, 60 feet long and 30 broad. 
The floor was laid with plcmks of fir. The walls were cased 
with cedar, and the beams were of the same wood, all highly 
carved and ornamented. Most of the walls too, as well as the 
furniture, were overlaid with gold* Doors of olive wood and fir 
separated the holy from the most holy place. The whole was 
fiaishM in the qmoe of seven and a half years (5-38). 
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The seyenth chapter relates to the building of Solomon’s 
palace, which occupied thirteen years. This edifice was, in one 
Tiew of it, broader and longer than the temple ; the length being 
159 feet, the breadth 75, and the height 45. It consisted of three 
stories, on four rows of cedar pillars, with cedar beams on the 
pillars. The foundations and walls of the palace were of hewn 
stones of large size ; and the whole was surrounded with a colon- 
nade, consisting of three rows of stone pillars, and one of cedar 
beams (vii. 1-12). Hiram, a skilful worker in brass from Tyre, 
came to superintend additional portions of the temple building. 
For the porch of the temple were made two brazen pillars, 27 
feet high, including the shafts and capitals (13-22). The brazen 
sea was also made, Le,, a large circular vessel, 7| feet high with 
its pedestal, and 15 in diameter. It stood upon 12 sculptured 
oxen, 3 fronting each quarter of the compass ; and held 2,000 
baths, or 15,000 gallons. In addition to this large lavcr, 10 
brazen stands or bases wxto made, on which were set 10 layers, 
each holding 40 baths or 300 gallons. The bases wore adorned 
with sculptured lions, oxen, cherubim, and palm trees, and each 
was on four brazen wheels. These bases with their lavers stood 
five in a row on* the two sides of the temple ; wdiile the brazen 
sea was on the south side towards the oast. Smaller brazen 
vessels are specified as having been made by Hiram. This is 
followed by a recapitulation of all he had fabricated, and a con- 
cluding remark upon the place they were cast in (23-47). 
Other articles belonging to the temple were made of gold ; and 
it is stated that Solomon brought all the silver and gold be- 
queathed by his father and not used, depositing it among the 
treasures of the sacred house (48-51). 

The eighth chapter describes the dedication of the temple. 
Solomon assembled all the leading men of the tribes at Jeru- 
salem; in whose presence the priests carried the ark of the 
covenant into the holy of holies. Nothing was in it but the 
two tables of stone which Moses put there at Horeb. When 
the priests had left the holy place, the cloud filled the house, so 
that they could not stand to minister because of the cloud (viii. 
1*11). After Solomon had said that he built a settled habita- 
tion for Jehovah to dwell in, in the thick darkness, he turned 
about to the congregation and spoke wliile they stood, first con- 
gratulating the people on the completion of such a work (14-21), 
then offering up a dedical ion-prayer (22-53), and lastly, pro- 
nouncing a closing benediction, wish, and admonition (54-61). 
The solemnities were concluded with a sacrifice of peace-offer- 
ings, and a great feast lasting double the usual time of a 
tabernacle feast, viz., fourteen days (62-66). 

After this great work was completed, the Lord appeared again 
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to Solomon in a dream, assuring him that his prayer had been 
accepted, and that the temple had been hallowed with the divine 
presence. He promised to prosper him and establish his throne 
for ever, as long as he would keep his statutes ; but if he or his 
children should turn aside after other gods, Israel should be cut 
off from the land, and the house desecrated (ix. 1-9). Various 
notices supplementing the account of Solomon’s buildings are 
subjoined. In acknowledgment of the services rendered by 
Hiram, Solomon had given him twenty cities in Galilee, with 
which he was dissatisfied, though he gave the king of Palestine, 
one hundred and twenty talents of gold. When the latter was 
building both at Jerusalem and elsewhere, the remaining Ca- 
naanites were his bond servants, but the Israelites were honour- 
able servants (10-23) Solomon transferred his Egyptian spouse 
from the city of David to the house built for her. He made a 
navy of ships in Ezion-gaber at the head of the Red Sea, which, 
with Hiram’s skilful seamen, sailed to Ophir, and brought thence 
420 talents of gold. It is said that he offered sacrifices three 
times a year in the temple he had built, t.f\, at the three great 
festivals, as we learn from Chronicles. The clause “ and he 
burnt incense upon the altar that was before the Lord,” inti- 
mating that besides sacrificing on the altar of burnt offering, he 
presented incense on the altar of incense, contains some mistake 
(24-28). 

The fame of Solomon being spread abroad, the queen of Sheba 
in Arabia- Felix came with a great train and very costly presents 
to Jerusalem, Her expectations were more than realised by all 
that she witnessed of the wisdom and magnificence of the 
monarch ; and she departed blessing the liord his God who had 
established him on the throne of Israel. It is said that she 
gave him 120 talents of gold, with a great store of spices and 
precious stones (x. 1-1 0). The navy of Hiram not only brought 
gold from Ophir, but almug trees and precious stones. Of the 
former material Solomon caused pillars for his palace and the 
temple to be made, as well as harp and psalteries for musicians. 
His annual receipt, arising from direct taxes paid by the Israel- 
ites, was 666 talents of gold— -a sum incredibly large for the 
population of the country, besides what he received from im- 
posts on merchandise and tributary princes. He made 200 
targets of beaten gold of 200 shekels each, and 300 smaller 
shields, each consisting of three pounds of the same metal, for 
his body-guard. His throne was of ivory overlaid with gold. 
The throne had six steps. Two sculptured lions stood one on 
each side of it, and two on each of the steps. All the drinking 
vessels of his house were of pure gold. Once in three years 
Came the Tarshish navy from Ophir or India, bringing gold and 
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silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks. Every visitor brought his 
resent. Horses, chariots, and linen-yam were brought from 
EgTOt (.11-29). 

The eleventh chapter states that Solomon was captivated by 
many foreign women, so that he had 700 wives, princesses, and 
800 concubines, who in his old age turned away his heart after 
other gods, to whom he sacrificed and burnt incense. For such 
apostasy the Lord threatened him, saying that He should rend 
tne kingdom from him and give it to another. But for David’s 
sake the punishment was suspended till the days of his son, with 
whom only one tribe was to remain (xi. 1-13). Adversaries 
now disturbed him, Hadad, Hezon, and Jeroboam. A short 
account of Hadad’s history is given. Rezon was a Syrian who 
became captain of a band, and assumed the sovereignty of 
Damascus. Jeroboam, of the tribe of Ephraim, had been ap- 
pointed over the Ephraimites during the buildings at Jerusalem. 
Ahijah the prophet being clothed with a new garment met 
Jeroboam outside Jerusalem, and tore his new gannent in twelve 
pieces, announcing to him that ten tribes should be given to 
him after Solomon’s death, on account of the idolatries of the 
king and people. The king coming to the knowledge of the de- 
sign of Jeroboam, sought to kill him ; but he fled into Egypt and 
remained there till Solomon’s death. After reigning forty years, 
Solomon died, and was succeeded by his son Rehoboam (14-43). 

The twelfth chapter relates to the revolt of the ten tribes from 
Rehoboam. The people, or at least a number of them, sent for 
Jeroboam from Egypt, and when he came to Shechem where 
Rehoboam was to be crowned, he asked on their behalf some 
relief from the heavy burden imposed. But Rehoboam followed 
the advice of his young companions, and refused to redress any 
of the public grievances ; in consequence of which ten tribes 
revolted, killed Adoram who collected the tribute, and made 
Jeroboam their king. Rehoboam raised a largo army for the 
purpose of crushing the insurrection, but was prevented from 
proceeding farther by Shemaiah the prophet (1-24). The resi- 
dence of Jeroboam was at Shechem, and also Penuel which he 
rebuilt ; the latter beyond the Jordan south-east of the mouth 
of the Jabbok. Afraid of the allegiance of his subjects should 
they go to sacrifice at Jerusalem, he provided for an independent 
worsmp by setting up two golden calves in Bethel and Dan ; and 
made priests of the lowest of the people who were not of the 
Levites (25-84). As Jeroboam was ministering at his altar in 
Bethel, a prophet came out of Judah and proclaimed that upon 
the altar, Josiah, a descendant of David, should at a future tune 
ofer its priests and bum their bones ; attesting his commission 
\jy deolanng tiiat the altar should immediately be broken and 
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the ashes on it scattered. The uplifted hand of the angry 
king ordering him to be seized was immediately withered, but 
restored at the intercession of the prophet. The prophet refused 
the king’s hospitality and present, and returned by a different 
way from that by which he had come (xiii. 1*10). An old pro- 
phet at Bethel hearing from his sons of what had happened, 
hastened after the stranger and persuaded him to return with 
him for refreshment, under the false representation of receiving 
directions from an angel to that effect. While they were at 
table a divine message came to the host, who inforaed the other 
that because he had disobeyed the Lord’s command he should 
not be buried in the sepulchre of his fathers. In accordance 
with this a lion met him by the way and slew him. The old 
prophet went to the place where his body was lying in the way, 
with the ass and the lion both standing by, brought it back and 
buried it in his own sepulchre, declaring to his children that the 
prophecy uttered by the man of God against Jeroboam should 
surely come to pass. But the king obstinately persisted in his 
idolatrous conduct (11-33). When Abijah, Jeroboam’s son, was 
sick, the king of Israel sent his wife disguised to the prophet 
Abijah at Shiloh, with presents. The latter, forewarned by 
Goa, recognised her, and sent back a message to her husband, 
to the effect that his evil courses should be signally punished ; 
that his male posterity should die dishonourably, and the child 
at present ill should expire at the very moment the mother re- 
turned. Ho alone of all Jeroboam’s seed should come to the 
grave. All this happened as foretold. After a reign of twenty- 
two years the first king of Israel died, and was succeeded by 
his son Nadab (xiv. 1-20). 

The narrative now passes to Rehoboam, who according to 
the text began to reign when he was forty-one years of age, 
and reigned seventeen years. The people of his kingdom 
during his administration were defiled with idolatry and gross 
immorality. In his fifth year, Shishak king oi Egypt came 
and plundered Jerusalem, carrying away the treasures of the 
temple and palace. He was succeeded by his son Abijam 
(21-31), whose conduct resembled his father’s, since he followed 
the same idolatrous practices. He and Jeroboam were con- 
stantly at war (xv. 1-8). His son Asa succeeded him and 
reigns forty-one years, who did what was right, removing 
all the idols and S^omites out of the land, and even deposing 
from her rank the queen mother, because she had set up an 
abominable idol in a grove (9-15). There was war between Asa 
andBaasha kingof Israel all their days. The latter built Ramah 
in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem, in order to stop the oommu- 
nioatioii Mween the two kingdoms. In opposition to him Asa 
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made an alliance with Benhadad king of Syria, to whom he 
sent a message to Damascus with rich presents belonging to the 
temple and palace. The Syrian therefore attacked the northern 
parts of Israel, compelling Baasha to abandon Bamah. Asa 
pulled it down, and built of the materials Geba and Mizpah. 
After his death, Jehoshaphat his son became king (16-24). 
The history now reverts to the kings of Israel contemporary 
with Asa, speaking first of Nadab son of Jeroboam, who after 
a wicked reign of two years, was cut off by Baasha, who reigned 
in his stead. Baasha proceeded to extirpate every branch of the 
royal house, because of Jeroboam’s sins, as the prophet had 
announced ; and walked in the ways of his predecessors. Jehu 
prophesied against him, announcing that his postcnty should be 
wholly cut off. After reigning twenty-four years he was suc- 
ceeded by his son Elah, who reigned no more than two years 
because Zimri killed him at a banquet. As soon as the latter 
began to reign, he slew all the family of his predecessor, 
according to the prophecy of Jehu. But w'hen the Israelite 
army which was besieging Gibbethon heard of Zirari’s usur- 
pation, they made Orari their king, marched against Tirzab, 
laid siege to it, and took it. Zimri, despairing of holding out 
any longer in the citadel, set fire to the royal palace and 
perished in the flames. The army were divided into two parties, 
some following Tibni, others Omri. The former being slain, 
the latter continued to reign ten years. It was he that bought 
the hill Samaria, and built a city on it, where he established the 
capital of the northern kingdom. Ilis character was like that 
of his predecessors. He vras succeeded by Ahab his son, who 
did more evil than his predecessors ; for he married Jezebel a 
Sidonian, worshipped Baal, and built a temple in Samaria for 
the idol- god. He made an image of Astarte also (xv. 25-xvi. 34). 

The seventeeth chapter introduces to the reader Elijah the 
Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, who must have been 
previously exercising his prophetic ministry. He said to Ahab 
that there should neither be dew nor rain but as he himself 
should order it. . The prophet was then directed to hide by the 
brook Cherith on the east of Jordan, where the ravens were 
commanded to bring him flesh. By reason of the long drought 
the brook dried up, he could stay there no longer, and wa.s 
divinely ordered to repair to Zarephath, a city between Tyre 
and Sidon, where a widow woman would sustain him. When 
he approached the city gate the widow was gathering sticks; 
and he begged of her a drink of water and a morsel of bread. 
8he replied that she had no more than a handful of meal and a 
little oil, and that she was gathering the sticks to dress these for 
a last naeal feu* herself and only son, before they should die of 
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hunger. The prophet ordered her to prepare him a cake first, 
and then to make more for herself and son, assuring her that 
her little stock should last as long as the drought. All this 
came to pass (xvii. 1~16). The son of his hostess sickened and 
died. She charged Elijah with being the cause of his death. 
But he restored him alive to his mother (17-24). In the third 
year of the famine, Elijah was divinely instructed to return to 
Israel and present himself before Ahab. On his way he met 
Obadiah, steward of the royal house, who, when Jezebel sought 
to destroy all the prophets, took a hundred and hid them in two 
caves, where he fed them with bread and water ; and was now 
sent to look for water for the horses and mules. Elijah bade 
him tell the king of his presence. But Obadiah was afraid 
that should he depart on such an errand, Elijah would go away 
somewhere, so that the monarch not finding him would slay the 
messenger. The prophet however assured him of his intention 
to see the king ; and when the two met, Ahab accused him of 
causing the drought, while Elijah imputed it to the sins of the 
monarch in following Baalim, and challenged the king to put to 
a public proof the rightful sovereignty of Jehovah or Baal. 
The prophets of Baal, 450 in number, and the prophets of 
Astarte 400 in number, were accordingly gathered together 
at mount Carmel. All the people were present. Elijah pro- 
posed that the idolatrous priests should give two bullocks, 
choosing one for themselves, cutting it in pieces and laying 
it on wood with no fire under; while he should dress the 
other and dispose of it in the same manner. The god answering 
by fire should be recognized as the national god. In vain did 
they call ujx)n their god from morning till noon. Elijah 
mocked them with derisive language, and they became greatly 
enraged, cutting themselves wdth knives and lancets, as was 
their custom. Till the time of evening sacrifice they continued 
their efforts to extort the required sign. Elijah next invited all 
the people to approach that they might the better see and 
hear what was to take place ; then he repaired an altar that had 
been broken down, with twelve stones according to the number 
of the tribes ; made a trench about it, adjust^ the wood, cut 
up the bullock, and laid it on the wood, poured much water 
upon it which ran and filled the trench, waited for the hour of 
evening sacrifice, and prayed to God. The answer was im- 
mediately given by a fire which consumed all, and dried up 
even the water. The people prostrated themselves to the earth 
and acknowledged Jehovah to be God. Elijah cried out that 
the prophets should not escape; and they were immediately 
taken to the brook Eishon and slain. Turning to the king be 
bade him eat and drink forthwith, because Sundance of rain 
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was oommg. He himself went up to the top of Carmel, cast 
himself down upon the earth, and sent his servant seven times 
to look at the western sky. At the seventh time he was in- 
formed that a little cloud rose up out of the sea. Ahab was 


therefore urged to depart lest the floods should detain him. But 
a great storm arose amid which the king rode to Jezreel ; the 
prophet running before him all the way (xviii. 1-40). When 
Jezebel heard of what had been done to her prophets, she sent 
a threatening message to Elijah, which led him to flee to Beer- 
sheba, where he left his servant and went a day’s jouniey into 
the wilderness of Paran. -Here, seated under a juniper-tree, he 
prayed that he might die. But an angel touch^ him in sleep, 
bidding him arise and eat. When he looked there was a cake 
baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head, of whicli 
he partook and laid him down again. Aroused a second time in 
the same manner and for the same purpose, he travelled in the 
strength of the food forty days and ibrty nights to Horeb, where 
he lodged in a cave, 'fhere the word of the Lord came to him 
and inquired his business. He answered that he was the only 
survivor of all the prophets, and that his life was sought after 
by the idolaters of Israel. Being ordered to stand upon the 
mount, he witnessed a furious storm, an earthquake, and a fire ; 
but Jehovah was not in them. After them a still, small voice 
was heard, before which he veiled his face, and God asked him 
his business there ; to which question he gave the same answer 
as before. He was ordered to go to the wilderness of Damascus 
to anoint Hazael, Jehu, and Elisha. Whoever should escape 
the sword of Hazael was to fall by that of Jehu; and he that 


escaped from Jehu, was to.be slain by Elisha. Seven thousand 
true worshippers were stilf left in the land. Departing from 
Horeb, he met with Elisha plowing. Eleven oxen with ploughs 
were before him, and his was the twelfth ; so that he was 


a considerable land-owner and could follow Elijah with diffi- 
culty. The latter cast his prophetic mantle upon him and 
pass^ by. Elisha asked permission to bid his parents farewell, 
which was granted ; but at the same time he was reminded of 
the high signiflcance of the symbolical transaction which had 
just taken place. He took the pair of oxen he had been plough- 
ing with, offered them for a thank-offering, feasted his friends 
on the flesh, and went with Elijah (xix. 1-21). 


Benhadad not content with the promise of Ahab to give up 
to him his silver, gold, wives and children, wished to search 
the palaces both of himself and his oflScers for the purpose 
of emptying them of their valuable contents. Both elders and 
citiaeBS advised Ahab to refuse; and a prophet assured him 
victoiy by a very small and feeble bfmd. Benhadad was 
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therefore attacked at noon, the Syrian army was utterly de- 
feated, and the king himself escaped on horseback (xx. i-21). 
Ahab was told that the king of Syria would come against him 
early the following year. Accordingly the Syrians, with an 
army as large as before, commanded by captains instead of the 
kings who were subject to him, went up to Aphek in Jezreel, 
determined to hazard the fortune of war in the plains, not 
in a hilly country to which the late defeat was attributed. 
A prophet again promised Ahab the victory, and accordingly 
100,000 footmen were slain by the Israelites. The rest ned 
into the city, where a wall fell and overwhelmed 27,000.* 
A suppliant message was sent from the place where Benhadad 
was shut up, requesting that his life might be spared. This 
Ahab readily complied with, and a friendly covenant was con- 
cluded between the monarchs (22-34). By means of a para- 
bolic transaction a prophet causes Ahab to condemn himself 
for sparing Benhadad, and denounces the divine judgment 
against him. He returns in a melancholy mood to Samaria 
(35.43). 

The twenty-first chapter records a gross act of injustice com- 
mitted by Ahab at the instigation of his wife. Naboth had a 
vineyard close to the royal palace at Jezreel, which the king 
wished to buy for a garden but the owner refused to sell. 
Seeing her husband sad, Jezebel on learning the cause under- 
took to get possession of the vineyard. She, wrote letters in the 
king’s name and with his seal to the chief men of Naboth’s city, 
ordering them to proclaim a fast and suboni false witnesses 
against Naboth, accusing him of blasphemy and treason. All 
this was done, and he was stoned to death. Ahab immediately 
took possession of the coveted property (1-16). Elijah, com- 
missioned by God, came to denounce the divine judgments 
against him and Jezebel. The wicked king terrifi(il by such 
warnings humbled himself and put on the usual habit of deep 
mourning, on which the prophet deferred the threatened mis- 
fortunes till the time of his son (17-29). In the third year 
of peace between Syria and Israel, Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, 
on a visit to Ahab was induced by the latter to join him in an 
attempt to recover Ramoth-gilead unjustly retained bv Ben- 
hadad. At the suggestion of Jehoshaphat, the king of Israel 
gathered the prophets, 400 in number, toother, to ask them 
Tespeotin^^ the propriety of going up agamst Ramoth-gilead. 
All promised success. Distrustful because of their complete 
unanunit}r, Jehoshaphat asked if there was not another prophet, 
was informed of Hioaiah, son of Imlah, whom Ahab dis- 
lited because he always prophesied evil. Accordingly he was 
sent for ; and in the meantime Zedekiah, one of the prophetSi 
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made horns of iron to symbolise the defeat of the Syrians, 
while all the prophets encouraged Ahab to go to battle. When 
Micaiah was brought before the king, he at first repeated the 
encouragement given by the other prophets ; but Ahab per- 
ceiving that he was not in earnest, adjur^ him to speak nothing 
but truth. Accordingly he said he had seen in a vision all 
Israel scattered over the hills like sheep without a shepherd, 
and the Lord said, They have no master, let them return to 
their homes. He added further, that he had seen Jehovah 
sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing by 
Him ; and when He asked who should persuade Ahab to go up 
and fall at Ramoth-gilead, a spirit came forth and undertook to 
do it by becoming a lying spirit in the mouth of all the pro- 
phets. Zedekiah smote Micaiah on the cheek, inquiring which 
way the lying spirit had gone from him to prompt his and 
his associates’ reprover; to whom Micaiah answered that he 
should know in the day of his hiding for fear of the enemy. 
Ahab ordered the prophet who had thus announced evil to be 
put in close confinement and fed on bread and water. The war 
was commenced, the king of Israel having gone in disguise, 
while Jehoshaphat put on his royal robes. The captains of the 
chariots of the enemy, mistaking the latter for Ahab, attacked 
him ; but he cried for help to his followers and was saved. The 
king of Israel having been mortally wounded by the chance 
shot of an archer, ordered his charioteer to drive him from the 
field : he died in the evening, and was buried at Samaria. 
When his bloody chariot was washed in the pool close by 
Samaria, the dogs licked his blood, fulfilling Elijah’s prophecy, 
according to the writer (xxii. 1-38), The thirty-ninth and 
fortieth verses are a continuation of xvi. 34, after which the 
history proceeds to narrate Jehoshaphat’s actions. He walked 
in the steps of his father, and did what was right in the sight of 
the Lord (41-45 j. Verses 46-50 are an appendix, in which it 
is said there was no proper king in Edom, but a deputy ap- 
pointed by Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat projected an expedition 
of ships to go to Ophir, but it was rendered fruitless by a storm. 
Ahaziah proposed a new expedition, with some of his subjects to 
accompany it who were acquainted with the sea ; but Jehosha- 
phat declined the alliance. Ahaziah was son of Ahab, whose 
reign lasted but two years. Like his parents, he was addicted 
to idolatrous practices, and wrought evil in the sight of the 
Lord (51-53). At this place the first book terminates, impro- 
perly separating the connected section xxii. 51-2 Kings i. 18. 

Alter the death of Ahab, the Moabites rebelled against Israel. 
Ahaziah, having fallen down through a window in his palace, 
was sick, and sent messengers to consult the oracle of Baal at 
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Ekron whether he should recover. Elijah was divinely com- 
manded to set out from Carmel and meet them. He reproved 
them for not consulting the God of Israel, and declared that the 
king should die. When the messengers returned and reported 
that they had encountered a traveller who sent them back with 
the announcement that the wound was mortal, he asked them 
respecting his appearance, and discovered that it was Elijah 
(2 tongs i. 1-8). The king despatched a party of fifty men to 
apprehend him as he sat on the top of a hill ; but he commanded 
fire from heaven and destroyed them. A second party of fifty 
shared the same fate. The captain of the third fifty, fearing the 
death of his predecessora, fell on his knees before the prophet 
and begged his life. By direction of the angel of Jehovah, 
Elijah went with him to the royal presence, and repeated what 
he had before announced to the messengers. So Ahaziah died, 
and was succeeded by his brother Jehoram (9-18). 

The second chapter contains the close of Elijah’s earthly life. 
Departing from Gilgal, not the Gilgal lying between Jericho 
and Jordan, but the Gilgal 8}X)ken of in Judg. iii. 9 (four miles 
from Shilo, and rather more from Bethel, now JUjiliah), he told 
Elisha to remain behind, for the Lord had sent him to Bethel ; 
but he woxdd not leave his master. At Bethel, the sons of the 
prophets told Elisha that God was al)out to take away liJijah, to 
whom he replied that he knew it. The faithful servant refused 
again to leave his master, and both went together to Jericho, 
\^ere the sons of the prophets addressed Elisha as their brethren 
at Bethel had done, and received the same answer. Befusing a 
third time to remain behind, Elisha went with Elijah to the 
Jordan, whore fifty of the sons of the prophets went to see afar 
off how the two would cross the river. Elijah smote the waters 
with his mantle and they sejxarated, allowing liimself and 
attendant to go over on dry land. Elisha being permitted to 
make a parting request, asked for a double portion of Elijah’s 
spirit, and was told it should be granted provided he should be 
counted worthy of seeing him caught away. As they were 
talking, a chariot of horses and fire divided them ; Elijah was 
taken up to heaven in a whirlwind, wdiile Elisha, as soon as he 
saw it, cried out, “my father, my father, the chariot of Israel, 
and the horsemen thereof,” meaning that he was Elisha’s 
spiritual father and the guardian of Israel. In token of his 
great gfiief Elisha tore Im garments in two, took up Elijah’s 
mantle which had fallen from him, and with it smote and 
parted the Jordan as before. The sons of the prophets met him 
at Jericho, and acknowledged him as Elijah’s successor. The 
inhabitants of the city requested permission to send out fifty 
men to search for his master, but he refused. In consequence 
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howev^ of their urgency, he ^ve way, and they sought three 
days, but did not find him (ii. 1-18). 

The inhabitants of Jericho represented to Elisha that the 
water of the place was unwholesome, and therefore barrenness 
|ire¥ailed. He took a new cruse, put salt in it, and poured it 
into the fountain which supplied the city, assuring them that 
the water should be wholesome and productiveness follow. It 
came to pass as he said (19-22). As he went up along the street 
to Bethel, boys came out and mocked him on account of his bald 
head. He turned back and cursed them in tlie name of the 
Lord. Two she bears came out of the wood and tare forty- 
two of them. Going thence to momit Carmel, he returned to 
Samaria (23-25). 

Jehoram’s reign is now resumed. Mesha king of Moab 
rebelled, and refused to pay his yearly tribute of flocks. The 
three kings, Jehoram, Jehoshaphat of Judah, and the king of 
Edom marched together against the revolters, but suffered 
greatly for want of water in the wilderness. On Jehoshaphat 
asking if there was not a prophet through whom they might 
inquire of the Lord, one of Jehoram^s servants answered that 
Elisha was in the army. So the tliree kings went down to him 
from their tents on a height. With Jehoram he would have no 
intercourse, but referred him to Bajil’s prophets. For Jehoshaphat 
he had some regard. He called for a minstrel ; and when the 
music began, the spirit of propliecy seized him. lie then 
ordered ditches to be made in the valley, and declared that they 
should be filled with water mthout either wind or rain. He 
also predicted that the Moabites should be entirely defeated. 
The next morning the country was filled with water ; and the 
Moabites hearing of the expedition approached. But the colour 
of the water on which the moniiiig sun shone attracted their 
notice. They pronounced it blood, thought that the kings had 
slain one another, and came to the enemy's camp to phmder it, 
where they were smitten, and fled. The allied army destroyed 
their cities as far as Ilareseth their chief fortress. The king of 
Moab seeing his (^ause desperate, resolved to break through the 
besieging army with 700 men, but was unable. At last, to 
a{^>ease the anger of his offended god, he took his eldest son 
and oflPered him for a burnt-offering on the wall. This horrible 
deed excited great indignation in the Israelite army ; and the 
land where such abominations could be perpetrated was aban- 
doned (iii. 1-27). 

The widow of one of the sons of the prophets applied to Elisha 
aminst a creditor who had come to t^e W two sons i4»r slaves, 
nie prophet bein^ informed that she had nothing in the house 
except a pot of oil, told her to borrow from ber ueighbemrs as 
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many empty vesaela as she could, and fill them from the cask. 
She did so, shut herself up with her sons, and filled with oil as 
many vessels as she had. The man of God bade her sell the oil, 

K '^ier debt, and support herself and sons with the rest (iv. 1-7). 

ppened that he was frequently the guest of a woman of dii^ 
tinction at Shunem, who, with her husbwd’s consent, had fitted 
up and furnished a small chamber for his use. Grateful for such 
hospitality, he asked her what recompence he could make for it ; 
whether she wished him to speak on her behalf to the king or 
his general. But she replied that she had nothii^ to ack of 
such high persons, as she belonged to the people. Being in- 
formed however by his servant Gehazi that she had no son, he 
called her and promised her a son within a year, which hap- 
pened as he said. The child being grown went out one day to 
the reapers, where his father was busy, and complained of sud- 
den illness in the head Being carried home to his mother, 
he died. She laid him on the bed where Elisha usually re- 
posed, and hasted on a saddled ass to seek the prophet at mount 
Cannel. Gehazi was sent to meet her, as soon as the prophet 
heard of her coming, and to inquire what was the matter. She 
threw herself at his feet, and spoke in a way to upbraid Elisha, 
as if he liad dec;eived her in the promise of a son. Then Gehazi 
was ordered to take his master’s stall*, hasten to the woman’s 
house and lay it on the face of the child. The experiment did 
not succeed, apparently from want of faith in the servant, and 
therefore ho went to meet Elisha who w'as coming along with 
the mother. The prophet shut himself up in the apartment 
with the body, stretch^il himself on it till it became warm, rose 
up, returned, and repeated the same action till the child opened 
his eyes. Then he called the mother and bade her take her 
restored son (8-37). 

The prophet, coming again to Gilgal, found that there was a 
famine in the district. As the sons of the prophets were sitting 
at his feet in the attitude of learners, he bade his servant pre- 
pare pottage for them. One of the disciples of the prophets 
went out to the field to gather materials for the mess, and 
among them collected some poisonous fruits. As they ate, they 
cried out that there was poison in the pot ; and therefore Elisha 
took meal and put it in, which proved an antidote (3&-41). A 
man came from the neighbourhood with a present of twenty 
loaves of barley meal and some ears of ripe corn, wUoh he 
oidered to be set before them ; and it suppli^ all t^ hundred, 
with a portion left (42-44). 

Naaman, commander of the Syrian army, was leprous. At 
the instance of a captive Israelite maid fqpplfoation was made to 
Elisha for a cure. The king of Syria wrote to the king of 
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Israel, the messenger who bore the letter having a very rich 

5 resent for the latter. The Jking of Israel, who was probably 
ehoram, looked upon the request in the letter to cure Naaman 
as the indication of a disposition to seek a quarrel. When 
Elisha heard of the king’s distress, he sent a message to the 
effect that Naaman should come to him. Accordingly the Syrian 
general came to Elisha’s door, and received there a message 
that he should wash in Jordan seven times and be clean. But 
Naaman was angry at his reception and the apparent slight 
thrown upon the rivers of his own land. Being persuaded, 
however, by his servants to try the simple remedy, he did so and 
was healed. Returning to Elisha full of gratitude, he urged 
him to take a reward, which was firmly declined. With two 
mules’ burden of earth which he asked that he might sacrifice 
on it to Jehovah, he departed, having prayed that his fault 
might be forgiven if he should sometimes have to go into the 
temple of Rimmon with his master. But Gehazi thought that 
he miglit have something of the presents his master had refused, 
and followed Isuaman w4io lighted from his chariot to meet him. 
Having falsely said that Elisha had been visited by two sons of 
the prophets, and had sent him for something, such as a talent 
of silver and two changes of raiment, the Syrian gave him more 
than he asked, and sent two of his 8cr\'ants to carry it. Gehazi 
took the things from them before they came within sight of 
Elisha’s house, concealed them, and went to his master, who 
charged him with the fraud and inflicted the leprosy on him 
and his posterity for ever (v. 1-27), 

The sons of the prophets projKwed to Elisha to remove from 
Gilgal near the Jordan and build more commodious dwellings 
there. He accompanied them therefore to the banks of the 
river to cut the timber. A borrowed axe-head fell into the 
water, and Elisha threw in a stick which drew the iron to the 
surface (vi. 1-7). Again did the king of Syria wav against 
Israel ; but the king of Israel was repeatedly saved by intel- 
ligence he got from Elisha respecting the locality of the enemy. 
Ilaving learned that the prophet had revealed his plans to the 
king of Israel, and that he was at Dothan, in the plain of 
Jezreel, he sent a great army by night to take him. The pro- 
phet’s servant beheld the host in the morning, and told his 
roaster in great fear. But Elisha prayed that the veil might be 
taken from the servant’s eyes ; and accordingly he saw that the 
roountain on which the city was built was full of fiery horses 
and chariots round about Elisha. The prophet prayed again, 
and the Syrians were smitten with blindness. He then told 
them they bad lost their way, and proposed to conduct them to 
the person they sought. He led them to Samaria, where, in 
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answer to the prayer of the prophet, their eyes were opened and 
they saw where they were. The king of Israel was forbidden to 
smite them ; for the prophet ordered that they should be feasted 
and sent b^k (vi. 1-23). After this Benhadad laid siege to 
Samaria, and the inhabitants of the city were sorely press^ by 
famine. A woman appHed to the king for redress, telling him 
that she had agreed with another to kill each her son on two 
successive days, and feed on the flesh ; but that after she had 
fulfilled her part of the agreement the other had hid her sOm 
Horrified at this recital, the king rent his clothes and put on 
sackcloth. He threatened to kill Elisha because of the advice 
given. The prophet was sitting in his house surrounded by 
elders, whom he told of the king’s messenger and his errand 
and ordered to shut fast the door against him. The king, who 
had followed his messenger, is represented as saying, Behold, 
this evil is of the Lord : what snould I wait for the Lord any 
longer ?** (24-33.) In the king’s presence the pre^het declared 
that provisions should be very cheap in Samaria on the morrow. 
A nobleman beside tho king ventured to express his doubt of 
such a thing, even if the Lord would make windows in heaven. 
Elisha told him that he should see, but not eat of the plenty. 
Four lepers at tho gate resolved to go to the Syrians and sur- 
render themselves, which they did at the twilight, but found no 
person there ; for the Lord had made the Syrian host hear a 
noise of chaiiots and of horses, and, thinking that the king of 
the Hittites as well as of the Egyptians had been hired against 
them, had fled, leaving their tents with all their horses and 
asses. The lepers, after providing bountifully for themselves, 
went back with the tidings to tho city ; but the king thought it 
a stratagem of the enemy. He was advised to send horsemen 
to see, who, following the Syrians as far as Jordan, found the 
way covered with garments and vessels cast away in haste. As 
these horsemen returned to tell tho king, tho people went out 
and spoiled the Syrian tents ; so that the abundance verified the 
prophet’s words. Tho courtier who thought the prediction of 
the prophet incredible, having been appointed to the oversight 
of the ^ate, was trodden to death bv the throng ; and thus the 
prophetic word respecting him was also fulfilled (vii. 1-20). 

The woman of 81iunom, whose son Elisha restored to life, 
having been advised to remove on account of an approaching 
famine of seven years* duration, sojourned in the land of the 
Philistines during the period foretold ; after which she returned 
and begged of the kin^ to bo reinstated in her property. Gehazi 
was just telling the king of the prophet’s miracles, and of the 
very miracle of raising her son to life, when the woman herself 
appeared to present her suit, and was pointed out as the person. 

VOL. IT. 2 
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The king restored her land and the revenue of it for the past 
seven years (viii. 1-6). The prophet came to Damascus wnen 
Benhadad was sick, who, hearing of his arrival, sent Hazael 
with a rich present, to ask about his recovery. Elisha told him 
to go and say to his master that he would certainly recover, 
though the Lord had revealed to his mind that he should surely 
die. Moved to tears as the man of God was, he was asked the 
cause of such emotion by Hazael ; to whom he answered that he 
could not but think mournfully of the cruelties which Hazael as 
king of Israel was about to perpetrate. The messenger pro- 
fessed great astonishment at the idea of purposing to be king, 
return^ to his master, and repeated the prophet’s words. The 
next day he dipped a thick cloth in water and spread it out on 
the sick man’s face, causing his death by suffocation (7-15). 

Jehoram king of Judah, having married the daughter of 
Ahab, did evil in the sight of Jehovah and walked in the ways 
of the kings of Israel. In his reign Edom revolted from Judah. 
He made an unsuccessful attempt to reduce it. After rcign- 
ing eight years he was succeeded by his son Ahaziah who 
reigned but one year and followed the steps of his father. 
He went to fight against Hazael, king of Syria, in Ramoth- 
gilead along with Joram, Ahab’s son, and visited the latter in 
Jezreel, after he had been wounded by the Syrians (16-29). 

Elisha sent a young prophet with a box of ointment to Ra- 
moth in Gilead, ordering him to seek out Jehu, and when he 
had found him to take him to an inner chamber and there anoint 
him king over Israel ; after which he was to hasten back with 
all speed. The young man found him sitting with the captains 
of the host, did as he was told, and said that Jehu was ap- 
pointed to smite the race of Ahab in revenge for the blood of 
the prophets shed by Jezebel. Having come to an understand- 
ing with his companions, they proclaimed him king by the sound 
of trumpet. The first care of the new king was to kill Joram 
who lay ill in Jezreel. A watchman on the tower there saw the 
party of Jehu approaching. A horseman being sent to meet 
them and ask their purpose was ordered behind. A second met 
with the same reception. As soon as the king understood it was 
Jehu, he and Ahaziah, king of Judah, took their chariots and 
met him. But Joram soon perceived the hostile intent of Jehu 
and fled, saying to Ahaziah that there was treachery. An ar- 
row from Jehu’s bow pierced his heart and he sank down. His 
body was thrown into the portion of the field of Naboth. Aha- 
ziah fled also and was pursued by Jehu, who wounded him in 
his chariot, but he escaped to Megiddo and died there. His 
servant conv^ed his body to Jerusalem for burial. Jezebel, 
hearing that Jehu had come to Jezreel, adorned herself, looked 
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out a window of the palace, and as Jehu entered the gate 
asked of him in defiant tone, ** Is there to be peace, thou Zimri, 
murderer of his master ? ” He bade two or three eunuchs throw 
her down ; she was killed with the fall, and her blood sprinkled 
the wall and the horses. After feasting, he commanded that 
her body should be taken and buried. But the messen^rs 
found only a few parts of the mangled corpse; which when 
Jehu heard, he remarked that it was tne fulfilment of the divine 
word spoken by Elijah the prophet (ix. 1-37). 

Jehu next wrote a letter from Jezreel to the eldersjDf Samaria 
and such as had brought up Ahab’s children, to the effect that 
as they were strong they should choose the fittest of their wards, 
put him on the throne, and fight for the family. But they pro- 
fessed allegiance to himself, for they were afraid. A second time 
he wrote, bidding them behead Ahab’s sons and come the next 
day to Jezreel. This was done, and their heads were sent to 
him in baskets. Jehu then addressed the people, avowing his 
conspiracy against his master, but denying the murder of the 
children, and excusing his proceedings bjr the prophecy of 
Elijah. He then slew all that remained of Ahab’s family, to- 
gether with his principal men and servants. As he went to 
Samaria he met the brethren of Ahaziah, who said that they 
were on their way to salute the sons of Joram. But he ordered 
them all to be slain to the number of forty-two (x. 1-14). Pro- 
ceeding on his journey he met Jehonadab, whom he took up in 
his chariot, inviting him to see his zeal for the Lord ; and at 
Saiparia all were slain that remained to Ahab (15-17). Profes- 
sing his great attachment to Baal, he summoned all his prophets 
and ser^ ants that he might offer a great sacrifice to the god. 
Accordingly the devotees assembled to a man in his temple, and 
received appropriate vestments. After care had been taken that 
none of the worshippers of Jehovah was with them, Jehu posted 
eighty men outside, ordering them to slay every one. This 
command was strictly fulfill^. The destroying party burned 
all the images of Baal, brake down the temple, and turned it 
into an offensive use. Notwithstanding all this zeal in the ex- 
termination of idolatry, it is said that Jehu did not depart from 
the sins of Jeroboam. Yet because he had destroyed the house 
of Ahab, the Lord promised that his children to the fourth 
^neration should sit on the throne. In his reign Hazael smote 
Israel, and took possession of the territory of Gad, Reuben, and 
Manasseh, east of the Jordan. After reigning twenty-eight 
years Jehu died, and was succeeded by his son Jehoahaz (18-36). 

The eleventh chapter relates how Athaliah, Ahaziah’s mother, 
destroyed all the se^ royal and usurped the throne. Joash, how- 
ever, was hid in the precincts of tho temple for six years. In the 
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seventh year Jehoiada took measures in concert with the c^ 
tains of the army to place the young king on the throne. He 
was therefore brought forth and anointed, amid the applause of 
the people. When Athaliah became aware of what had been 
done she cried, Treason! treason!*’ but was put to death. 
The narrative then records how Jehoiada repaired the evils that 
had been done during Athaliah’s usurpation, and restored the 
worship of God, after breaking the temple, altars, and images of 
Baal (xi. 1-21). 

The new king Jehoash, who was seven years old when he 
began to reign, acted virtuously, because he followed the coun- 
sels of Jehoiada. For the repair of the temple he agreed with 
the priests that all the assessed and spontaneous offerings of the 
people should be applied to that purpose. But in the twenty- 
third year of his reign, the priests had not repaired the breaches 
of the temple according to contract, and therefore the king 
ordered that a chest shoiild be made and set beside the altar for 
the oblations to be dropped into. When it was full, the king’s 
scribe and the high priest had it counted and given to me 
persons who were repairing the house. The priests themselves 
received the trespass and sin-money (xii. 1-16). Then Hazael, 
having taken Gath, marched towards Jerusalem. But Jehoash 
bought him ofi* with a rich present of consecrated things and 
trea^res belonging to the temple and palace. He was slain by 
two of his servants conspiring against him, and was succeeded 
by his son Amaziah (17-21). 

The reign of Jehoahaz king of Israel was a wicked one, be- 
cause he followed the course of Jeroboam. In consequence of the 
sins of the king and people God delivered them into the hands 
of the Syrians, who left to Jehoahaz but fifty horsemen, ten 
chariots, and 10,000 footmen; so terribly had his forces been 
reduced* In the midst of this oppression the king betook him- 
self to prayer, which was not in vain ; for a deliverer was sent 
in Jeroboam, Jehoahaz’s second successor. After reigning 
seventeen years he was succeeded by his son Jehoash, who 
reigned sixteen years, and acted wickedly like his father. 
His war with Amaziah of Judah, his death and burial arc 
noticed (xiii. 1-13). This is succeeded by an account of an 
interview which Jehoash had with Elisha the prophet during 
the last illness of the latter. As the king bent over the 
sick man and lamented the fallen forces of Israel, he was 
ordered by the prophet to shoot an arrow out of the window 
eastward; and after he did so, was told that it foreriiadowed 
the total defeat of the Syrians in Aphek. Again, Elisha bade 
him strike with a bundle of arrows towards the ground, on 
which he smote thrice, at which Elisha was angry ; for bad he 
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smitten five or six times Spia would have been consumed, 
whereas only three battles snould be mned. After the pro- 
phet’s death bands of Moabites invaded the land ; and as they 
were burying a man they spied a band, and therefore hastily 
oast the Ixdy into the sepiuchre of Elisha, where it became 
reanimated as soon as it touched the bones (14 >21). 

The preceding section or extract from Elisha’s history should 
have b^ inserted before Jehoash’s death. After the death of 
Hazael, who had oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz, Ben- 
hadad his son reigned over Syria. Jehoash was successful in 
three encounters with him, recovering the cities taken from his 
father (22-25). In the tenth verse the thirty-seventh year of 
Joash should be the thirty-ninth or fortieth, as is obvious from a 
comparison with the first verse. 

Ajoa&ziah. son of Joash king of Judah came to the throne when 
he was twenty-five years of age, and reigned twenty-nine years. 
He acted like his father, riMtly on the whole, yet tolerating 
practices that were illegal. He slew those that had murdered 
his father, but not their children. In the valley of Salt south 
of the Dead Sea he slew 10,000 Edomites; took Petra their 
capital, and gave it another name. Flushed with his successes 
he sent a defiance to Jehoash king of Israel, who returned an 
appropriate reply. Both kings at the head of their armies met 
at Bethshemesh, where Judah was defeated, Amaziah himself 
taken prisoner, and a great breach made in the walls of Jerusa- 
lem, through which the victor and his host entered in triumph. 
Having plundered the temple and palace of their treasures, and 
taken hostages, Jehoash returned to Samaria, where he died and 
was succeeded by his son Jeroboam (xiv. 1-16). Amaziah sur- 
vived him fifteen years. A conspiracy having been formed 
against him in Jerusalem he fied to Lachish ; but was pursued 
and slain. His son Azariah was made king at sixteen years of 
age. He built Elath and restored it to Judah. Jeroboam the 
second king of Israel walked in the ways of Jeroboam son of 
Nebat. He restored the borders of Israel from Epiphania on 
the Orontes to the Dead Sea, according to the prophetic word of 
Jonah, and was succeeded by his son Zachariah (17-29). The 
twentv-third verse states that he reigned forty-one years; it 
should be fifry-one. 

Azariah kmg of Judah followed the example of his father 
Amaziah in domg what was right before the Lord. He began 
to reign in the fifteenth year of Jeroboam (not the twenty- 
seventh). God smote him with leprosy, so that he dwelt api^ 
outside Jerusalem, while his son Jotham managed the affairs of 
the kingdom and succeeded him (xv. 1-7). &chariah the son 
of Jeroboam had ascended the throne of Israel, who did evil in 
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the sight of the Lord. He reigned only six months, having been 
openly slain by Shallum, who conspired against him and reigned 
in his stead. The latter reigned a month, and was slain in 
Samaria by Menahem, gener^ of Zachariah’s army at Tirzah. 
This Menahem committ^ great cruelties against the inhabitants 
of Tiphsah because they resisted his usurpation. In his reign of 
ten years he followed the ways of J eroboam. Under him Pul king 
of Assyria overran the land, but was induced to withdraw for 
the bribe of 1000 talents of silver exacted from the w^ealthy men 
— at the rate of 50 silver shekels each. Pckahiah Menahem's son 
reigned two years, following in the evil steps of his father. He 
was murder^ bv Pekah, who reigned twenty years, and acted 
like Jeroboam. In his days Tiglath-pileser came and took many 
places, carrying away numbers into captivity. Iloshea con- 
spired against him, slew him, and reigned in his stead. Jotham 
lang of Judah reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem, doing what 
was right in the sight of the Lord. In his latter days the 
Syrians and Israelites invaded the kingdom (xv. 8-38). 

Ahaz the son of Jotham was twenty years old when he lx)gan 
to reign in Judah, and reigned sixteen years. According to 
this statement Ahaz begat Ilezekiah when ho was ten years 
of age, which is exceedingly improbable. If he was twenty- 
five when he began to reign, he begat Ilezekiah in his six- 
teenth year. The latter is perhaps the right reading. This 
king walked in the worst ways of his predecessors, offering up 
in the fire even his son as a sacrifice to Moloch, tind burning 
incense to idols. At that time liezin of Syria and Pekah of 
Israel came up togetlicr to besiege Jerusah*m, but were unsuc- 
cessful in the attempt. Rezin however took Klath on the Red 
Sea, which he restored to the Edomites, who retained possession 
of it. In his extremity Ahaz culled in the aid of Tiglath- 
pileser, hiring him wdth the gold and silver treasures of the 
temple and palace. Accordingly the Assyrian king attacked 
Damascus and took it, carried away many of its inhabitants, and 
slew Rezin. Ahaz visited him at Damascus, and seeing an altar 
there sent a pattern of it to Urijah the priest, who had one made 
like it and put in place of the brazen altar, which he removed 
for the purpose. On his return the king sacrificed on it, and 
commanded that it should be used henceforward for the daily 
sacrifices ; while the brazen altar he himself should employ for 
the purpose of inqiiiring the will of God. He also broke off 
some of the costly materials of the temple, and gave them to the 
king of Assyria. His son Hezekiah succeeded him. 

In the twelfth year of Ahaz (it should rather be the four- 
te^th) Hoshea began to reign over Israel ; who, though he did 
what was evil in the sight of the Lord, was not so wicked as 
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the kings of Israel before him. Being subdued by Shalmaneser 
he became tributary to that monarch. But when he conspired 
against the king of Assyria, entered into correspondence with 
So of Egypt, and ceased to pay his annual tribute, he was taken 
and imprisoned by Shalmfmeser. The Assyrians then spread 
themselves over the whole land, went up to Samaria, and be- 
sieged it three years. Having conquered the whole kingdom in 
the ninth year of Hoshea, Shalmaneser carried the inhabitants 
away as captives into Assyria, and located them in different 
parts (xvii. 1-6). The compiler now gives his owiT reflections 
on the causes of the catastrophe, which he finds in apostasy 
from the worship of Jehovah, notwithstanding the warnings 
given by the prophets (7-23). Such was the termination of 
the kin^om of Israel after it had existed about 241 years. 

Shalmaneser peopled the country which he had divested of its 
inhabitants with new settlers from the province of Babylon, and 
from Mesopotamia who did not fear the Lord ; and therefore 
it was supposed that He sent lions among them. When the 
king of Assyria was informed of the circumstance, he ordered a 
Jewish priest to instruct them in the nature of the local faith. 
The priest came, dwelt in Bethel, and taught them. It appears, 
however, that the various tribes and inhabitants of cities made 
gods of their own ; the lowest of the people became priests of the 
high places ; and idolatry was commonly practised, though they 
worshipped the true God also (24-33). The compiler proc(*cd8 
to describe tlic religious condition of the mixed race, t.e. the 
Samaritans, whose origin he had just given. They had not 
reformed their mongi’el worship, but act^ as their fathers had 
done, fearing Jehovah and serving graven images (34-41). 
Hezekiah, son of Ahaz, began to rei^ over Judah in the tliiid 
of Hoshea, when he was twenty-five v^-ars old. He was a 
religious king, who removed idolatrous altars, and destroyed the 
brazen serpcuit long ago erected by Moses. The Lord was 
therefore with him, and prospered him in his imdertakings. He 
rebelled against the king of Assyiia, and smote the Philistines. 
After repeating what had been already narrated respecting the 
oatastro^e of tlie northern kingdom, the i^Titer relates that 
Sennacherib invaded and took idl the fenced cities of Judah 
in the fourteenth year of Hezekiah. The king of Judah 
purchased peace with a large sum, some of it taken fix)m the 
temple which he stripped of its gold, and some from the 
palace. The Assyrian monarch did not return to his own 
country, but sent a great host against Jerusalem under the 
leader^p of persons named. Before the walls the chief men of 
the Assyrians wore met by the supreme officers of Hezekiah. 
Here Babshakeh used insulting and opprobrious language, and 
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bemff Fe(|iiested to speak in the Aramaean tongue^ turned to the 
pec^ wiHiin bearing on the wall, and addres^ them in their 
own Hebrew language, recommending them to make peace with 
the king of Assyria till he should come and transport them to a 
fertile country ; and bidding them not to trust in Hesekiah nor 
in their Qod, who could not deliver them from the hand of their 
masters any more than the gods of Hamath, Arpad, Sepharvaim^ 
Hena, and Ivah had delivered Samaria. The messengers, ac* 
cording to Hezeldah’s injunction, made no answer to Ra&bakeh, 
but returned with great grief and told him the defiant words 
(xviii. 1--37)- 

In his distress Hezekiah repaired to the temple, and sent 
for Isaiah the prophet to pray for the inhabitants of the city 
still left. The prophet sent back an encouraging message to 
the effect that the king should dismiss his fears ; for that the 
Lord would send such a spirit into Sennacherib as would take 
him back to his own land, where he should be slain. Habshakeh 
returning to his master found him besie^^ Libna. When 
Sennacherib heard of Tirhakah king of Ethiopia coming a^nst 
him, he sent a blasphemous letter to Hezekiah, which latter 
took to the temple smd spread before the Lord, praying for 
deliverance from the enemy. Then Isaiah sent to Hezekiah 
assuring him that his prayer had been heard, and that Jehovah 
would protect his people, causing their proud invader to return 
by the way he came. On that night the angel of the Lord went 
forth and smote 185,000 Assyrians, so that in the morning the 
survivors found only dead bodies. Sennacherib returning to 
Nineveh was assassinated by his sons as he worshipped in the 
temple of his idol-god, and was succeeded by rWhaddon 
(xix. 1-37). 

About that time Hezekiah, having been attacked with disease, 
was told by the prophet Isaiah to prepare for death. But the 
king prayed earnestly and wept sore, on which Isaiah as he left 
the palace was orders to return and announce his restoration to 
health, so that he should be able to go up to the temple within 
three days. It was also a divine message by the prophet that 
fifteen years should be added to his life, that he snould be 
delivers from Ans^a, and the city be protected. By Isaiah’s 
direction a lump of figs applied to tne monarch’s boil proved the 
means of his recovery. Having asked of the prophet a sign to 
the effect that he should be healed within three days, it was 
proposed that the sun’s shadow should either go forwards or 
iMiCKwards ten degrees. The king chose the latter. Then 
Isaiah prayed to the Lord, who brought the shadow ten degrees 
backward (xx. 1*10). 

Some time after, Berodach-baladan hearing that Hezekiah bad 
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been sick sent letters and a present to him, ostensibh to con- 
gratulate him on his recoyery, but really to ascertain the condi- 
tion of Judah. On this occasion the king made an impru- 
dent display of all his treasures to the messengers, miah 
hearing of the thing predicted that a time should come when 
all his treasures should be carried away to Babylon, and his 
posterity be prisoners and slaves there. The king expressed 
contentment with the divine decree, inasmuch as the thi^ten- 
ing was not to be executed in his own day (12-21). 

Manasseh his son succeeded Hezekiah on the throne, at the 
a^ of twelve. Instead of following his father’s steps he acted 
with great folly, rebuilding the idolatrous places and altars 
which had been destroyed, and worshipping all the host of 
heaven. He even built idolatrous altars in the courts of the 
temple, offered his son in the fire a sacrifice to Moloch, used 
enchantments, and had dealings with wizards. A graven image 
of the Asherah (Astarte) he had made was also set in the temple. 
In consequence of such wickedness, the Lord announced by his 
prophets the approaching ruin of the nation. After a reign 
of fifty-five years Manasseh died and was succeeded by his son 
Amon, who reigned but two years, and followed in the steps of 
his father. He was assassinated by his servants, who in their 
turn were slain by the people. Amon’s son was then set 
upon the throne (xxi. 1-26). 

Josiah was but eight years of age when he began to reign. 
His government continued thirty-one years, during which he 
effech^ great reforms in the kingdom, both religious and civil. 
In the eighteenth year of his reign, Shaphan the scribe, having 
been sent by the king to the high priest with a message respect- 
ing the payment of the worl^en employed in repairing the 
temple out of the people’s voluntary offerings, returned with 
the intelligence that the high priest nad found the book of the 
law in the temple, and re^ the volume before Josiah. The 
king was in great distress when he heard the contents, on 
account of guilt contracted against the Lord for neglecting its 
words. The principal courtiers were sent to Hul£ji a pro- 
phetess, to inquire the will of Jehovah. She predicted that all 
the threatening contained in the book would be fulfilled and 
the people fulw punished for their sins, but that the king 
hims^ should be spared the sight of such evil in his own days, 
because he had penitently humbled himself (xxii. 1-20). 

In the 23rd chapter we are informed how Josiah summoned 
toother all the elders of the people, read before them and 
oiner principal men, the book ilmt had been found, and cove- 
nanted on Mhalf of himself and the people to observe all the 
precepts of the law. He next proceeded to root out idolatry 
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and all illegal worship of Jehovah. The vessels used it 
idolatrous services he caused to be carried out of Jerusalem and 
burned. The priests were deposed. The image of Astarte set 
up by Manasseh in the temple was also burnt to powder. He 
demolished the dwellings of the Sodomites beside the temples, 
and defiled the high places in the cities of Judah where priests 
had burnt incense. In like manner he desecrated Topheth in 
the valley of Hinnom. Other objects and places of idolatry 
were treated in the same fashion (xxiii. 1-14). Proceeding in 
this work of puiification to the northern kin^om, he destroyed 
the altar and mgh place at Bethel, slew the priests of the idola- 
trous localities in the cities of Samai*ia» and defiled the places 
by burning dead men’s bones upon the altars (15-20). After 
this he proclaimed a solemn passover, which was kept at Jeru- 
salem in the eighteenth year of liis reign (21-23). Having 
completed his reform of public worsliip and kept the pass- 
over, he turned liis attention to wizards and the like, as well as 
to all domestic idolatry and superstition. Yet tlioiigh there 
was no king like him among his predecessors, the Lord did not 
turn from his anger against Judah, but declared that Judah 
and Jerusalem should be cast oft* (24-28). 

In Josiah’s time Pharaoh -ncchoh attacked the king of Ass^Tia, 
Nabopolassar, at the Euphrates, and Josiah marched against 
him. The pious king, however, was killed in a battle fought 
at Megiddo. His body was brouglit to Jerusalem for burial. 
The people made his son Jehoahaz king in his stead. But 
he reigned only three months, for Pliaraoh-nechoh pronounced 
his deposition at liiblah, put the coimtiy under heavy tribute, 
and raised his brother Eliakim, changing his name to Jehoiakim, 
to the throne. Jehoahaz died a captive in Egypt. The new 
king set up by Pharaoh-nechoh was obliged to tax the people 
heavily to satisfy the demands of his master ; and after an evil 
reign of eleven years in Jerusalem, w^as succeeded by his son 
Jehoiachin. It is also related, that in his days (in the fifth of 
his reign) Nebuchadnezzar, son of Naboix)ia88ar threatened 
Jerusalem ; and therefore Jehoiakim submitted, and l)ecamo his 
tributary for three years, at the end of wdiich he rebelled against 
his master (xxiii. 29-xxiv. 7). Jehoiachin reigned but three 
months, for Nebuchadnezzar sent an army against Jerusalem, 
which he himself folio w^cd. The Jewish king went out with 
his mother and principal courtiers, and sun'endered. The 
Babylonians plimdered the temple and palace, carried captive 
Jehoiachin and his court, with all the principal inhabitants and 
mechanics of the land, leaving none but the poorest behind, 
Mattaniah, the king^s imcle, was put upon the vacant throne by 
the victor, his name being chan^ to Zedekiah. He reigned 
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eleven yeara, and acted like Jehoiakim (xidv. 8-20). In the 
ninth year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar came again with all 
his host against Jerusalem, and laid sie^ to it. This expedition 
was the consequence of Zedekiah's revolt against the Babylonian 
monarch. The siege continued till the eleventh year of Zede- 
kiah, when the city was reduced by famine. Part of the 
besieged and the King attempting to escape by night, were 
overtaken by the enemy in the plains of Jericho, where his 
followers were scattered and he himself taken prisoner. AYhen 
he was brought to Riblah where Nebuchadnezzar’s head-quarters 
were, Zedelaah’s sons were put to death before their father, his 
own eyes put out, and himself carried prisoner to Babylon. A 
month later, Nebuzar-adan, captain of the guard, went to Jeru- 
salem and plundered the whole city, burning the temple, palace, 
and all the principal liouses. The walls were also broken 
down. The remnant of the city he transported to Babylon, 
leaving the poor to be vinedressers and husbandmen. All 
the valuable vessels in the temple were also taken away, and 
many precious articles broken, that the metal of them might 
be more easily cjirried off. The chief priest, the second priest, 
the three koepoi*s of the door, with a number of other pracipal 
men found in the city, were brought to the king of Babylon 
at Riblah and put to death (xxv. 1-21). Gedaliah was set over 
the remnant not carried away. But after seven months he was 
slain by a small bcnly of conspirators ; and then the entire 
poj)ulation fled to Egypt, fearing the anger of the Babylonians. 
Such was the termination of the kingdom of Judah, after it had 
existed about 387 years (22-26). 

In the 37th year of Jehoiachin’s captivity, Evil-merodach, 
Nebuchadnezzar’s successor, took his prisoner out of his durance, 
treated him wdth resjxx't, and made him a perpetual guest at 
the royal table (27-30). 

III. Unity and Diversht. — The unity of the work is ap- 
parent from a certain uniformity of description and language 
pervading it. Accordingly it proceeded in its present form from 
one hand. Thus there is throughout a careful observance of 
chronology in relation to jKjrsons as well as to important events, 
as in 1 Kings ii. 11; vi. 1, 37, 38 ; vii. 1; viii. 2, 65, 66; ix. 10; 
xi. 42 ; xiv. 20, 21, 25 ; xv. 1, 2, 9, 10, 25, 33 ; xvi. 8, 10, 15, 
23, 29; xxii. 1, 2, 41, 42, 51 ; 2 Kings i. 17 ; iii. 1 ; viii. 16, 
25, 26 ; ix. 29 ; x. 36 ; xi. 3, 4 ; xii. 1, 2, 6 ; xiii. 1, 10 ; xiv. 

1, 2, 17, 23 ; XV. 1, 2, 8, 13, 17 ; xvi. 1, 2 ; xvii. 1, 5 ; xviii. 1, 

2, 9, 10, 13 ; xxi. 1, 19 ; xxii. 1 ; xxiii. 23, 31, 36 ; xxiv. 1, 8, 
12, 18; xxv. 1, 2, 3, 8, 25, 27. 

In the same way the actions of the kings are looked at ac- 
cording to the stanaard of the law, 1 Kings ii. 3 ; iii. 14 ; vi. 12; 
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viii. 68, 61 ; ix. 4, 6 ; xi. 33, 38 ; 2 Kings x. 31 ; xiv. 6 j xvii. 
13, 15, 34, 37 ; xvili. 6 ; xxi. 8 ; xxii. Id ; xxiii. 3, 21, 25. 

The references to sacrificing in high places are frequent and 
similar, as in 1 Kings iii. 2 ; xv. 14 ; xxii. 44 ; 2 Kings xii. 3 ; 
xiv. 4 ; XV. 4, 35 ; xviii. 4. 

The death and burial of the kings are described throughout in 
nearly the same phraseology, as 1 Kings xi. 43 ; xiv. 20. 31 ; 
XV. 8, 24 ; xxii. 40 ; 2 Kings viii. 24 ; xiii. 9 ; xiv. 29 ; xv. 
7, 38 ; xvi. 20 ; xx. 21 ; xxi. 18 ; xxiv. 6. 

Expressions respecting the divine choice of the city of Jeru- 
salem and the temple are interspersed, as in 1 Kings viii. 16, 29 ; 

ix. 3 ; xi. 36 ; xiv. 21 ; 2 Kings xxi. 4, 7. 

The same proverbial language occurs in 1 Kings xiv. 10; 
xxi. 21 ; 2 Kings ix. 8 ; xiv. 26. In like manner the diction is 
tolerably uniform. The same forms of expression are used to 
denote the same thing, as shui up and left, 1 Kings 

xiv. 10 ; xxi. 21 ; 2 Kin^ ix. 8 ; xiv. 26 ; the frequent use of 
the particle 11^ then^ 1 Kings iii. 16; viii. 1, 12; ix. 11, 24; 
xi. 7 ; xvi. 21 ; xxii. 50 ; 2 Kings xii. 18 ; xiv. 8 ; xvi. 5. Most 
expressions belong to the later period of the language, as will be 
shewn hereafter. 

But although the unity and independence of the work before 
us are attested by internal evidence, care must be taken to avoid 
euch ideas of them as cannot stand a scrutiny. The books are a 
compilation from more copious documents, and therefore their 
umty cannot be very close or exact. It is true that one man 
has impressed upon them a peculiar character, she^^ing that he 
employed his sources with freedom and independence ; yet we 
cannot assent to the assertion of De Wette, repeated with ap- 
proval'by Keil, that the insertion or putting together of different 
narratives does not clearly appear m any part.^ That distin- 
guished critic himself allows that the unity is disturbed in some 
pieces ; because he instances 1 Kings xix. 15, etc., as not agree- 
ing with 2 Kings ypi. 7-15 ; ix. 1-10, as well as the isolated 
mention of Jonah in 2 Kings xiv. 25. The kind of unity 
inherent in the books can only be determined by the phenomena 
themselves ; and we believe that a rigid examination will shew 
a compilatory character, including an occasional looseness and 
want of harmony. Several traces of different writings are 
plainly seen, causing incoherence and diversity in the general 
narrative. Looking at the work as a whole we are incmied to 
demur to the language of such as attribute it to a single author. 
It belongs to one compiler. The correctness of this observation 
will appear &om the following particulars. 


^ Einleitang, p. 2S8. 



iTNrnr akb bivsbsitt. 


1. Sometimes one part oontradicts another. Thus in the 

prophecy of Elijah we read, In the place where dogs licked the 
blood of Naboth, shall do^ lick thy blood, even thine” (1 Kings 
xxi. 19) ; f,e., the place of punishment shall be Naboth's plot of 
ground m Jezreel ; whereas according to 1 Kings xxiL 38, it 
was at Samaria. The prophecy lays stress upon the circum- 
stance that the place acquir^ by murder should be the place of 
Ahab's violent death. No attempt to reconcile this diversity is 
successful, though after many others have failed, Keil seems 
confident of his. According to him, Jehu in 2 Kij\gs ix. 26, 
quotes Elijah’s prophecy according to the import not the exact 
icorda of it; and Icsidcs, it was only in part fulfilled literally 
upon Ahab himself, but fully on his son Joram.^ This is a mere 
evasion of the difficulty ; since the words properly understood 
convey but one meaning. We read in 1 Kings xxi. 29, that 
because Ahab humbled himself the evil threatened should not be 
inflicted in his days ; and it remains to be shewn by Ked and his 
disciples that the evil deferred meant nothing more than that the 
dogs ahould not lick hia blood in Jezreel, They did lick it in the 
pool of Samaria. After stating that the dogs licked up his blood, 
and that his armour had b^n washed in Samaria, the words 
occur, “according imto the word of the Lord which he spake” 
(1 Kings xxii. Surely the reference here is to the evil 

inflicted on himself, not postponed. The evil deferred on his 
repentance, was not an alteration in the place of his death, but a 
postponement of the utter destruction of hia house. 

Again, Ahaziah son of Ahab is said to begin his reign in the 
seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah (1 Kings xxii. 
61). This does not agree with other statements, and must be 
incorrect. Ahab reigned twenty-two years. Jehoshaphat king 
of Judah began to reign in the fourth year of Ahab, i.e., the 
latter had reigned tliree years. If therefore Ahab’s son became 
his successor in the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat, the father 
could not have reigned more than nineteen or twenty. What 
makes the discrepancy still more apparent is, that from the 
beginning of Jehoshaphat’s reign till the death of his grandson 
Ahaziah of Judah was thirty-four years, (25 + 8 + 1) (comp. 
1 Kings xxii. 41, and 2 Kings viii. 17, 26) ; but Ahaziah of 
Israel reigned sciircely two years, and his brother Jehoram, 
contemporary witli Ahaziah of Judah, reigned twelve years 
(2 Kings iii, 1). Subtracting fourteen years from thirty-four, 
we see that Ahaziah son of Ahab could not have succeeded to 
the throne till the twenty-first of Jehoshaphat. 

2. Relations are represented as existing after the time when 


1 Einleitung, p. 184, second edition. 
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the history itself shews they were done away. Thus the historian 
speaks of the downfal of the Jewish kin^om, and retains the 
formula until this day of thin^ which the catastrophe of the 
state did away. It is said ol the ark of the covenant in the 
temple that it was there unto this day (1 Kings viii. 8) ; that 
Solomon levied a tribute of bond -service upon the original 
inhabitants of the land, unto this day (1 Kings ix. 21) ; that 
Israel rebelled against the house of Darid unto this day (1 Kings 
xii. 19); that Edom revolted from under the hand of Judah 
unto this day (2 Kings viii. 22) ; and that they brake down the 
image and house of Baal, turning it into a draught-house unto 
this day (2 Kings x. 27). 

3. Ahab’s conduct in sparing Benhadad (1 Kings xx. 34, 
etc.), which is regarded as a crime worthy of severe punishment, 
though commendable in itself, shews an incongruity between it 
and what the man of Ood had announced to the king beforehand 
(ver. 28), ** I will deliver all this great multitude into thine 
hand,” where it is never hintwl that Ahab should spare none. 
If the crime of sparing Benhadad deserved such punishment, 
the man of God must have s|)oken difterently from the words of 
the twenty-eighth verse. This is contirmed by the circumstance 
that the same man of God dws not come to announce the punish- 
ment ; but ‘‘a certain man of the sons of the prophets” (verse 35). 
Hence the conclusion seems unavoidable that xx. 35-43, did not 
belong to the preceding section at first. It does not certainly 
harmonise with it ; and the attempt of Keil to bring it into 
conformity only demonstrates its imj)ossibility.* 

4. The course of the narrative does not fulfil expectations for 
which the reader has been prepared. Thus in 1 Kings xix. 
15-17, Hazael, Jehu, and Elisha were to be anointed by Elijah, 
and the remnant of BaaTs worshipj>ers to be killed by Elisha ; 
whereas IlazaeTs anointing does not take ])lace; Jehu’s is not 
j^rformed l)y Elijah ; and none is slain by Elisha. The reply of 
Keil to this is fnA^olous.^ 

5. The same thing is repeated, as in 2 Kings xiv. 15, 16, 
which is very nearly identical with 2 Kings xiii. 12, 13, shewing 
different sources at the disposal of the redactor. Again, the 
same expedition of ships to Ophir sent by Solomon is related 
differently in 2 Kings ix. 27, 28, and x. 22. In like manner a 
useless rcixjtition, supposing both to have proceeded from the 
same writer, occurs in 2 Kings ix. 14, 15, compared with 2 Kings 
viii. 28, 29. 

6. Sections are separated from one another by intervening 
pieces. Thus 1 Kings ix. 24, is the continuation of iii. 3 ; and 


1 Einleitung, p. 185. 
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all that intervenes is a kind of interruption. Keil arbitrarily 
affirms that it could not be put before its present place.^ Again, 
xi. 41, is the continuation of x. 29. In 1 Kings vi. 11-13, the 
word of the Lord that came to Solomon is a strange insertion in 
a narrative respecting the particulars of building the temple. 
In like manner the account of Elisha's death (2 Kings xiii. 

14- 21) is appended to the close of Joash's history, though the 
prophet liv^ during the reign of Joash. 

7. There is a considerable difterence in the nature of the 
contents of the books ; for while some bear the impress of genuine 
history, others are strongly imbued with the traditional and 
exaggerated. One has only to compare the accounts of the 
prophets Elijah and Elisha with such pieces as 1 Kings i. and ii. 
to see the diversity. 

8. Sometimes the narrative spreads out into minute parti- 
culars; again it is chronicle-like, giving nothing more than 
leading notices of a general kind, as is observable in comparing 
2 Kings xi. and xv. 

9. Even in respect to language, diversities appear here and 
there. An antique style may be discovered, as in 1 Kings ix. 

15- 23 ; or a pregnant brevity of expression, as in the sections 
relating to Elijah and Elisha ; or in peculiar words and their 
relations which betray diversity of conception and authorship. 

These observations may serve to define the kind of unity 
belonging to the books of Kings — a unity consistent \vuth their 
compilatory character, and influenced by it to a considerable 
extent. It is a unity which includes various diversities and 
some contradictions, consisting in general features and outline 
rather than minute particulars, and allowing the critic to detect 
in several instances difterent authorship of sections, inserted 
narratives, and occasional peculiarities of style. 

IV. Sources. — The written sources ^mployed by the author 
arc, a hook of the acta of Solomon (I Kings 

xi. 41) ; a book of the chromcles of the kings of Israel Tflp 

(1 Kings xiv. 19 ; xv. 31 ; xvi. 5, 14, 20, 
27 ; xxii. 39 ; 2 Kings i. 18 ; x. 34 ; xiii. 8, 12 ; xv. 11, 15, 21, 
26, 31); a of tlm chronicles of the kings of Judah 

'370? ^73*^ (1 Kings xiv. 29 ; xv. 7, 23 ; xxii. 46; 

2 Kings viii. 23 ; xii. 19 ; xiv. 18, 28 ; xv. 6, 36 ; xvi. 19 ; xx. 
20 ; xxi. 17 ; xxiii. 28 ; xxiv. 5). The book of the chronkles of 
the kings of Judah and the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Israel seem to have been two leading di^dsions of a larger work 
which is quoted as a whole by the compiler of Chronicles in a 


^ Eiuleitung, p. 187. 
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variety of ways ; as, the booh of the kings of Judah and Israel 
(2 Chron. xvi. 11 ; xxv. 26 ; xxviii. 26) ; hook of the kings 
of Israel and Judah (2 Chron. xxvii. 7 ; xxxv. 27 ; xxxvi. 8) ; 
moie briefly, the book of the kings of Israel (2 Chron. xxxiii. 18 ; 
XX. 34) ; the story (Midrash) of the book of Kings (2 Chron. 
xxiv. 27). It contained a history of the northern and southern 
kingdoms; as is evident from the name book of the kings of Israel 
and Judah^ beginning with the reign of David. The last king 
of Judah mentioned in connexion with it is Jehoiakim (2 Kings 
xxiv. 5 ; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 8) ; and the last king of Israel, Pekah 
(2 Kings XV. 31). It is probable, therefore, that the latest 
kings were not described in the work. The nature of it cannot 
be ascertained farther than the references in Kings and Chroni- 
cles warrant ; but it appears to have narrated the lives and ac- 
tions of the kings who ruled successively over the people. 
Various reasons might be assigned for denying it the character 
of official journals or annals committed to writing by the 
public recorders in both kingdoms, and preserved in the na- 
tional archives. It was compiled from the official journals of 
the nation, but did not itself* carry the weight or authority of 
such documents. It was not made by official scribes, nor had it 
a public official character, but was extracted by various indi- 
viduals /row the official records of the nation, everything being 
omitted which had no general historical importance. Accord- 
ingly in the narratives of the books of kings we do not find 
the form of journals recording events in accurate and minute 
succession from year to year, or the minute and trivial matters 
found in Oriental chronicles. The official annals had received a 
new shape, having been epitomised and altered before they came 
into the hands of the compiler of Kings in the aspect they 
presented in the book of the chronicles of Judah and Israel. 
The extracted document contained, not only a record of the 
chief acta of the kings, but also of the prophets and their in- 
fluence on public affairs. The latter were so mixed up with the 
histor)’’ of events and exerted so large an influence over them, 
as to necessitate more or less copious accounts of their doings, 
in any history of the nation which could lay claim to the name. 
The truth of this is apparent from the fact tliat the hook of Jehu 
the son of Hanani (2 Chron. xx. 34) ; the rision of Isaiah the 
prophet y the son of Amoz (2. Chron. xxxii. 32) ; and tl^ mrds of 
the seers that spake to Manasseh in the name of the Lord Ood of 
Israel (2 Chron. xxxiii. 18) are expressly said to be contained in 
the hook of the kings of Israel, It has been inferred that when 
other prophetic writings are cited, they too belonged to the same 
lar^r work, though not expressly assigned to it like the pre- 
ceding monographs. Thus when we read, ‘*Now the rest of 
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the acts of Solomon first and last, are they not written in the 
book of I^athan the prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahijah the 
Shilonite, and in the visions of Iddo the seer against Jeroboam, 
the son of Nebat (2 Chron. ix. 29), it is suppo^ that there is 
an allusion to sections of the large work containing an account 
of these prophets in connexion with king Solomon. But the 
inference is uncertain and improbable. It is observable, that 
though the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah is cited 
fifteen times, and that of the chronicles of the kings of Israel 
sixteen times, both are never put together in Kings, as^they are 
in Chronicles. This fact shew^s that the two journals were 
separate in the time of the compiler of Kings. He did not 
know them in their imited form, as the chronicle- writer did ; 
the latter alw'ays citing them as one work (2 Chron. xxvii. 7). 
After the extinction of the kingdom of Israel, the chronicles of 
Judah are always mentioned in the continuation of the history of 
J udah. 

The booh of the acts of Solomon (1 Kings xi. 41) is rightly 
thought by Keil never to have formed part of the work cit^ as 
that of the kings of Israel and Jtidahy etc., but to have been com- 
piled earlier and to have remained an independent document.' It 
was in fact a private document, composed by some one after 
Solomon’s death. Thenius* errs in supposing that though the 
author of the Kings had the document before him in its en^rate 
state, it w^as also incorporated in the larger work. That it 
formed a part of the hook of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel and 
Judah cannot be fairly deduced from the probability of the hook 
of the acts of Solomon being identical vdth that mentioned by 
the Chronicle-writer (2 Chron. ix. 29) the hook of Nathan the 
prophet; for the life of the one coidd be written without that of 
the other, contrary to >vhat Theiiius asserts. There is no evi- 
dence that either the hook of Nathan the prophet was identical 
with that of the acts of Solomony as Thenius thinks ; or that 
either formed part of the larger annals so often cited, as 
Bertheau imagines.^ Thenius infers from the manner in which 
the writer of Kings refers to the book he so often quotes, that 
the latter had not itself before him, but an abridgment or 
summary extracted from it.^ The particulars adduced in favour 
of this view do not appear to us convincing or weighty. The 
constantly recurring reference to a fuller written source in the 
case of each successive king need not be thought strange on the 
part of the w^riter of Kings ; nor is it at all necessaiy to believe 
that, had he extracted his own account from the larger annals of 

■ BUcher der Kocnige, Einleitung, p. v. 

* Die Biicher dor Clironlk, Eialeitung, p. xxxiy. * Ibid. 
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tbe nation, lie would have contented liiinself with referring once to 
it as the source of Mler information. Movers’s conjecture that 
the compiler used another source which he has not specified, 
viz., an older book of Eings (referred to in 1 Chron. ix. 1, 
2 Chron. xx, 34, intermediate in date between contem^rary 
annals and the compiler himself) is unnecessary.^ The similarity 
in maimer and language between 2 Sam. vii. and 1 Kings Tiii., 
which seems to be the critic’s main reason for thinking so, is by 
no means characteristic. 

Such are all the sources which apPj^ to have been at the 
disposal of the compiler of Kings. Thenius indeed thinks it 
probable that besides the hook of the acU of Solomon the writer 
had other single constituent parts of the larger work, as the hook 
of Jehu the eon of Manani (2 Chron. xx. 34), from which he took 
1 Kin^ xvi. 1-4 ; the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite (2 Chron. 
ix. 29), from which he got Ahijah ’s prophecy about Jeroboam, 
1 Kings xi. 31-39 ; the icords of the seers (2 Chron. xxxiii. 18), 
whence he derived the discourse to Manasseh, 2 Kings xxi. 
12-15 ; but there is no good reason for thinking that such 
monographs had then formed part of the hook of the chronicles of 
the Kings so often cited, if indeed they ever did.* At the com- 
mencement of his work the compiler had another source of 
information, viz., the books of Samuel in their original text, 
containmg an accoimt of David’s sickness and death as well as a 
history of Solomon. These together i\ith the hook of the acts of 
Solomon serv^ed for the first part of his history ; the lives of the 
succeeding kings being mostly derived from the largo work 
containing an account of the kings of Israel and Judah^ or at 
least from its two parts. 

It is impossible to discover, at this remote period, the exact 
nature and plan of the work so often quoted by the writer of 
Kin^. It was not a connected, continuous history the parts of 
whi^ were regularly composed by one prophet after another, or 
by any other series of writers, one commencing where the other 
ceased Rather was it made up, not long before the downfal of 
Judah, of materials and monographs which had accumulated in 
the progress of time. It began before the commencement of the 
two IdngdomB, and narrated more or less fully the public acts of 
the kings and other leading personages. It was neither com- 
plete, nor alike valuable in all its parts. 

Another source was oral tradition^ from which were taken such 

S 'eces as 1 Kinm iii. 16-28 ; 2 Kings xi. 1-13 ; and xxiii. 16-18. 

lie history of Elijah and Elisha also shows veir strongly the tra- 
ditional element. But the sections relating to these prophets were 

> Krituebe Unternichimger tieber d. Bibl. Cbronik, p. 186 . 

^ See Die Bucher der Koeoige, p. t. 
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not composed by the writer at first out of oral tradition.^ They 
were taken from a historical work of a difierent character from 
that described as the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah, 
The legendary is too strongly incoiporated with the matter of 
it to render it at all probable that it belonged to the annals 
of the nation. It is improbable that the two prophets were 
described at first in two distinct histories which were subse* 
quently put together; nor is there any reason for thinking 
mat tne entire narration of both was taken from a document 
of a prophetic-historical tendency, unless it be held* that the 
document contained more than the lives and actions of the 
prophets in question. The compiler of the Kings took the 
sections relating to these prophets from a document of another 
tendency than the chronicles of the kings of Judah and Israel. 
And it IS most likely, that the original work to which the Elijah 
and Elisha accounts belonged was composed in the school of 
the prophets ; since the tenor is to magnify the prophetic office. 
For that end the miraculous gathers around their persons. It 
has been remarked by Thenius,* that the compiler of Kings 
either omitted, or did not find, the beginning of the work 
whence he extracted the matter referred to; because Elijah 
appears at once on the stage without any preparatory mention, 
and in 1 Kings xviii. 4, there is allusion to something not pre- 
viously noticed. Besides, Ahab appears in a more favourable 
light in the sections derived from the annals of the kingdom 
than in those borrowed from the document based on tradition. 
The sections taken from the document referred to are 1 Kings 
xvii.-xix. and xxi., 2 Kings i. 2-17, ii. 1-25, iv.-vii., viii. 1-15, 
xiii. 1^21. At the same time the histories of Elijah and Elisha 
were not written by one person, for they ere conceived in a 
different spirit, and m each nistory itself various hands may be 
detected. Thus in that of Elijah, 2 Kings i. 2-17 could scarcely 
have proceeded from him who penn^ 1 Kings xvii.-xix., 
xxi. and 2 Kings ii. 1-18, but from a later hand who conceived 
of the prophet somewhat differently. A highly poetic spirit dis- 
tinguisnes 1 Kings xviL-xix., xxi., 2 Kings ii. 1-18 ; not 
2 &ngs i. 2-17. We can also detect traces of various authors 
in the accounts given of Elisha. Thus 2 Kings ii. 19-20, iv., 
vi. 1-7, viii. 1-6 were not written by him who penned v., vi. 
8-vii. 20, and viii. 7-15. 

The compiler seems to have employed his sources freely and 
independently. Ho also used them with fidelity, making no 
arbitrary changes in them. Some things were allowed to stand 
without being adapted to his own time. Discrepancies were not 

^ Soc Ewald’s Geschichte d. V. Israel, toI. i. p. 204 et seqq. 

> Die Bucher der £ooiiig;e, Siiiieit., p. vi. 
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always removed. In some places where he might have done so 
with advantage, he did not alter the materials before him. The 
hand of the compiler is seen in 2 Kings xvii. 7-23 and 33* 41, 
where he philosophises on the causes of the catastrophe before 
described, and points out the religious state of the mixed people 
called the Samaritans, in his day. Here his own subjectivity is 
prominent, and the lateness of the composition obvious. These 
are the longest, as thev are the most obvious, portions written 
by the compiler himself without existing materials of any kind. 
Many brief remarks he has interspersed here and there. 

V. Date and Authorship. — The history is continued down 
to the time of Evilmerodach, terminating with an account of 
the liberation of Jehoiachin, king of Judah, from prison by that 
monarch (2 Kings xxv. 27). It was composed alter the death 
of Jehoiachin (2 Kings xxv. 29), and perhaps after Evilmero- 
dach ’s time, i.r., in the second half of the captivity. There is 
no hint, however, of the return from Babylon ; nor is any 
definite hope of it expressed. Hence the books were compiled 
between 561 and 536, b.c. From the language applied to 
Jehoiachin (he did eat bread continually before him [Evilmero- 
dach] aU the days of his life), it docs not logically follow that 
he died before Evilmerodach, as Havernick thinks, relying on 
the fact that there is no mention of a succeeding Babylonian 
king. The work which formed the principal source of the 
compiler’s materials was written before the downfal of the 
Jewish State, because it is plainly indicated in itself that the 
kingdom still existed (2 Kings viii. 22). The oft-recurring 
formula, unto this day, which belonged to the same source and 
never implies the time of the exile but the later period of the 
kingdom of Judah, porroborates the same conclusion. It^ is also 
plain that the document itself terminated with Jehoiakim (2 Kings 
xxiv. 5). If however he died after Evilmerodach, it must still 
have been before the end of the captivity, as Ewald observes.' 

In regard to the date of particular parts or sections, it is 
difficult to determine it. They belong to very difterent times ; 
and which of them is the oldest is doubtful. It is probable that 
some belong to the time of Solomon, as 1 Kings i., ii., iv. 2-19. 
Some were written before the captivity of Israel or the ten 
tribes; others, before the downfal of Judah. The accounts of 
Elijah and Elisha were composed latest, os may be inferred from 
their legendary character, the absence in them of exact dates 
and pla^, and geographical anomalies, as in 1 Kings xix. 8, 
where Elijah is represented as travelling uninterrup^ly farty 
days and forty nights from Beersheba to Horeb; whereas the 

^ Geschichte det Volkes Inrael, vol. i. p. 213. 
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distance is little more than forty geographical miles. Yet 
he is represented as going forward in the strength of the 
meat which had been miraculously supplied to him. In 1 Kings 
xviii.*46, it is stated that the hand of the Lord was upon Elijah, 
and he girded up his loins and ran before Ahab to the entrance 
of Jezreel, t.^., extraordinarily strengthened, he ran before Ahab 
from Carmel to the entrance of Jezreel, a distance not less than 
six geographical miles. 

With the date assigned to the work agrees the later Chaldais- 
ing character of the language as 'HX for HK, 1 Kings xiv. 2 ; 
2 Kings iv. 16, 23 ; viii. 1. iniX for WK, 2 Kings i. 15 ; iii. 
11, 12; viii. 8. DHIX for DftX, 2 Kings vi. 16. for HJ, 

1 Kings xi. 36 ; xv. 4 ; 2 Kings viii. 19. for ^ 2 Kings 
iv. 2. for 2 Kings iv. 7. 2 Kings xi. 13. 

1 Kings xi. 33. 1 Kings xx. 14, etc. 1 Kings 

xxi. 8, 11. *13 for ‘TpH, 1 Kings v. 2. 2 Kings 

vii. 12. 3'3D, 2 Kings viii. 21. 1 Kings x. 15 ; xx. 24. 

2 Kings xviii. 24, 2 Kings xxv. 8. 1 Kings 

viii. 61, etc. 2 Kings vi 11. 2 Kings xviii. 

7. \\rvx 2 Kings xviii. 19. 2 Kings xviii. 26. 

D’V’On '1^. 1 Kings XV. 20 ; 2 Kings xxv. 23, 26. 

2 Kings xxv. 1. 2 Kings xxv. 6. *1300^ 

jnn 1 Kings xxi. 20, 25; 2 Kings xvii. 17. ^*13, 

1 Kings xviii. 42 ; 2 Kings iv. 34, 35 ; the frequent \ise of 
the preterite with ^ as a narrative tense, etc. etc. 

The same date is corroborated by the circumstance of the 
legendary being found in the history, pointing to a considerable 
interval between the time when certain events happened, and 
the recording of them. Contemporary or immediately succeed- 
ing writers could not have presented various parts of the history 
as they now appear ; the original annals must have been sub- 
sequently cast into a new form, abridged in part, and en- 
larged by minute insertions drawn from popular tradition or 
report. It is true that these remarks apply more to the docu- 
ment cited by the compiler as his main source, i.e,, the booh of 
the chronicles of the kings ; but the late date of that abridgment 
is closely connected with the late date of the present work. 

According to the Talmudists, followed by many of the older 
theologians, Jeremiah was the compiler of the books of Kin^. 
This opinion has been adopted in modem times by Havernick ' 


‘ Einloitung, II. i. p, 171 et seqq. 



38 


THE BOOKS OF KIKOS. 


and Oraf,^ who rely on such considerations as these : The same 
gloomy prophetic view of history in both (comp, e^cially 
§ Kings xvii. 11, etc. with Jer. xxiii. 4, etc.); the frequent 
verbal agreement between both, as in xvii. 14 compared with 
Jer. vii. 26 ; xvii. 15 compared with Jer. ii. 5 ; xvii 20 compared 
with Jer. vii. 15 ; the surprising harmony between Jer. xxxix. 1, 
etc. and 2 Kings xxv. 1 , etc. ; the favourite idea of both respect- 
ing the choice and continuance of David’s house conveyed in the 

same words, TH (comp. 1 Kings ii. 

4 ; viii. 25 ; ix. 5 with Jer. xxxiii. 17 ; xiii. 13 ; xvii. 25 ; xxii. 
4 ) ; in both the same propensity to borrow modes of speech 
from the Pentateuch ; the attachment to earlier prophecies and 
a careful use of them for history (comp. Deut. xiii. 8 ; 2 Kings 
xxiii. 26 ; Jer. iv. 8) ; the idea of the choice of Jerusalem, taken 
from the Pentateuch (Deut. xii. 11, etc.) and forming a pro- 
minent fundamental idea in the two writers; and the close 
agreement of 2 Kings xxiv, 18, etc. with Jer. Hi. 

Most of these peculiarities are accounted for by the similarity 
of the times to which the respective writers belonged. Indeed 
they were not far from being contemporary. Both belonged 
to the learned class, and were well acquainted with the sacred 
books of their people. And the writer of Kings made use of 
Jeremiah in particular. The similarity existing between Jer. 
lii. and 2 Kings xxiv. 18, etc., has been differently explained. 
According to Havemick, Jeremiah himself put the latter where 
it now stands, while the persons who collected his prophecies, 
thinking the narrative worth preserving, appended it to the 
book called after him.* This is a most unlikely supposition. 
Neither is it probable that the redactor of Jeremiah’s book took 
the section from Kings and put it to the end of the prophetic 
book, because it is a fuller recension of 2 Kings xxiv. in- 
stead of a briefer one. Both were taken from a common 
source, as would appear from their differences as well as their 
general similarity ; the form in Jeremiah lii. being the purer 
representative of the original. It is no valid objection when 
Havemick adduces the fact that the annals of the kingdom 
whence the compiler of Kings drew ceased with Jehoiakim 
(2 Kings xxiv. 5, etc.), because he was not necessarily confined 
to them for his information. Much more probable is the hypo- 
thesis of Bleek, that Baruch added the last chapter of Jeremndi.® 

Huetius and Calmet supposed that Ezra was the writer. In 
favour of this conjecture the latter adduces various particulars 

1 De Ubromm Sam. et Beg. compoeitionc, etc., p. 61 ct soqq. 

* Emleitong II., i. p. 178. * See his l^leitung, p. 869. 
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which are aa suitable to any other person living at that time. 
None of them notarks out Ezra as the person. 

Jahn conjectures that Ezekiel wrote the books before us, but 
admits that there is no ground for the assumption. 

It is useless to try to discover the person. We must be con- 
tent with a few ^neral circumstances relating to him. He 
belonged to Judah not Israel, as is inferred m)m his going 
much more into detail in matters affecting the southern king- 
dom, and his describing the history of Israel in a more summarv 
way ; from his zeal on behalf of tne public worship of Jehovah 
at Jerusalem ; and his tracing all the disasters of the state to the 
apostacy of the ten tribes under Jeroboam ^2 Kings xvii. 21). 
An anti-Israelitish spirit is very observable m him. From the 
prophetic survey of history presented in the work, the writer 
was in some way connect^ with the order of prophets. It is 
certain that he belonged to the learned class, and was intimately 
acquainted with the sacred literature of his nation. Though not 
a prophet himself, he may have been the pupil of one ; of 
Jeremiah himself, as Thenius conjectui'es,' which would amply 
explain the similarity of thought and style existing between the 
pupil and master. lie belonged to the captives who had been 
carried away to Babylon, or at least lived there at the time he 
wrote. This appears from 1 Kings v. 4 (English iv. 24), where 
in describing Solomon's dominions the compiler says ** he had 
dominion over all the region on this side the river." The 
expression can only mean an the west side of the 

Euphrates, used by one dwelling on the east side of it. The 
English version is incorrect. The same conclusion follows from 
2 Kings XXV. 27-29. Whatever circumstances may seem to 
favour Egypt as the place of composition, must give way to the 
clear indication of the two passages now referred to. 

It has been already shewn that the books of Samuel were not 
written by the person who compiled those of the Kings. Hence 
it is matter of surprise that Thenius should sanction tne opinion. 
Ewald has unduly influenced him in this respect. 

VI. Nature of the HimmY. — ^The genuine character of the 
books is well attested W internal evidence. A true theocratic 
spirit pervades them. THie compiler often refers to his sources, 
snewing that ho was exact and faithful. His conscientious 
scrupulousness in relation to chronology is apparent to such 
an extent that the numbers assigned to the reigns of the 
kings of Israel and Judah do not agree with one another. 
Instead of removing such discrepancies and so introducing full 
harmony into the chronology of the two kingdoms, he has 


‘ Die Bilohcr der Koonige, Einleit., p. x. 
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allowed them to remain. This is a proof of his closely following 
the materials at his disposal. The general credibility of the 
history is confirmed by a comparison of the analogous accounts 
in Chronicles, which must have been drawn more or less directly 
from the same sources. The partialities of the author are 
scarcely apparent in the living traits of character he presents. 
Causes and consequences are stated with simplicity and brevity. 
Though the history is compendious and extract-like, it bears on 
its face the stamp of fidelity. As might be expected from one 
living in Babylon where his countrymen were captive, the view 
taken of events is gloomy. But it is not so dark as to beget or 
cherish despair ; on the contrary it encourages the dowm-trodden 
Israelites 'W’ith the hope of a bright future, when they should 
worship God in His temple, and acknowledge Ilis faithliJncss to 
David’s house. 

Here and there traces of the legendar}^ and exaggerated may 
be seen. Thus it is said that the cliildren of Israel slow of the 
Syrians in one day 100,000 foot (1 Kings xx. 29) ; that Solomon 
had 70,000 who bare burdens in preparing for the building of 
the temple (1 Kings v. 15) ; and that Hiram sent to Solomon 
120 talents of ^Td — nearly 5,000,000/. sterling. Sometimes 
the miraculous is unnecessarily introduced, as when Elijah 
supplied with food by an angel went in the strength of it forty 
days and forty nights, from Beersheba to Horeb (1 Kings 
xix. 8). It is evident that in the narrative of this prophet at 
Horeb, the writer copied Ex. xxxiii. 11-23, where the miraculous 
is accumulated. So also in 2 Kings xx. 8-11, where it is said 
that Jehovah “ brought the shadow ten degrees backward, by 
which it had gone down in the dial of Ahaz as if the Al- 
mighty would work such a miracle to satisfy Hezekiah’s mind 
of the certainty of an event which he would have to wait 
for only three days, and which God himself assured him of 
by the prophet Isaiah. Something simple and natural was 
transformed by a later age into the miraculous. The writer 
faithfully reflects the view of his own time in the words : 

And Isaiah the prophet cried unto the Lord : and he brought 
the shadow ten degrees backward.” The prophetic-didactic 
tendency is so predominant as to have deteriorate the charac- 
ter of the history in various parts. The compiler interposes 
his own reflections as he proceeds. Taking a prophetic survey 
he connects later occurrences with earlier prophecies, leaving 
room for arbitrariness. Compare for example 1 Kings ii. 27, 
with 1 Sam. ii. 31, 33 ; 1 Kings xi. 30, 31, with xii. 15 ; 
xiii. 2, with 2 Kings xxiii. 15-20 ; 1 Kings xiv. 10, with 
XV. 29 ; 1 Kings xvi. 1-3, with 12 ; 1 Kings xvi. 34, with 
Josh. vi. 26; 1 Kings xxi. 19, 24, with xxii. 38; 2 Kings 
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ix. 36, 37, with x* 10 ; 2 Kings x. 30, with xv. 12 ; 2 Kings 
XX. 16^18, with xxi. 10, etc., etc., xxii. 16, etc., etc. ; 2 Kings 
xxiii. 27, with xxv. There is also a considerable similarity 
between the prophetic discourses and deeds recorded ; shewing 
that his own subjectivity found some scope. It is a striking 
circumstance, for instance, that Ahijah should address Jero- 
boam (1 Kings xiv. 7, etc.), Jehu, Baasha (1 Kings xvi. 1, 
etc.), Elijah, Ahab (1 Kings xxi. 19, etc.), a young prophet, 
Jehu (2 Kings ix. 7, etc.), in words much alike. Hence 
it is probable that these prophecies received their present form 
subsequently to the time they were delivered; and that they 
are not given exactly. The remarkable analogy subsisting 
between them, extending even to the language, is a phenomenon 
best explained in this way. But we do not believe that the 
compiler’s subjectivity was allowed much license, because he was 
mainly dependent on written sources, and did not possess much 
original genius. lie lived at a period of the national history 
unfavourable to the production of the best Hebrew history- 
writing. Traditional elements had incorporated themselves with 
the annals of the nation too firmly to be accurately separated ; 
the legendary and exaggerated, the mythological and marvellous 
had intruded into the domain of genuine history, in some cases 
too strongly to be dislodged from it, at least by one of the 
Israelites themselves. And the writer was too remote from 
many of the persons and events described to \’icw them other- 
wise than through the glass of a degenerate time, at which the 
darkness of the present tended to throw too bright a halo round 
the old national monarchs and conquerors. 

The history of Solomon, though mostly historical in the best 
sense of the term, has something of the legendary and tradi- 
tional in it. His wisdom is extolled very highly ; and divine 
revelations are made to him on two occasions. But the nature 
of his government docs not justify the great encomiums passed 
upon his wisdom ; nor does his character accord with the reli- 
gious stand- jx)int he occupies. His prayer at the dedication of the 
temple contains later ideas, and has been enlarged by a subsequent 
hand to its present state, out of a much shorter basis. Thus 
1 Kings viii. 46-51 was evidently suggested by the Babylonish 
captivity, and could not have proceeded from Momon iimself. 
There is also an allusion to a much later custom in the forty- 
fourth and forty-eighth verses — viz., the turning toward Jeru- 
salem in the public worship of Jehovah. It is likewise appa- 
rent that there are imitations of passages in Deuteronomy 
and Joshua. The stylo is wordy in many places, and full of 
later expressions. Hence, though there is an original ground- 
work becoing the stamp of authenticity, it has fcen consider- 



42 


THB BOOKS OF KINGS. 


ably enlarged and elaborated by a band later then Solomon’s 
tinm. The number of sacribces and peace-offerings is also ex- 
cessiYe in vui. 62-64, considering that so many were offered in 
seven days. The same remark applies to the number of women 
in his harem — ^viz. 1000. In the Song of Solomon the number 
is very much less, sixty queens and ei^ty concubines ; while to 
Behoboam are assign^ in Chronicles eighteen wives and sixty 
concubines. Agaiu, the accounts of Elijah and Elisha, thougn 
they have a genuine historical basis, are strongly tinctured with 
the legendary. The reader is struck with the great similarity 
between 1 Kings xvii. 8, etc., where Elijah goes to a widow ; and 
2 Kings iv. 1, etc., where Elisha goes to a widow ; and betw^een 

1 Kings XX. relating to the former prophet, and 2 Kings vi. 24 
relating to the latter. In like manner, there is an analogy 
between 2 Kings i. where Elijah’s groat zeal appears, and 

2 Kings ii. 23, 24, where Elisha is depicted in the same way. 
It is also observable, that angels appear only in connexion 
with the history of these prophets; and that disobedience to 
the word of God or the prophet is twdee punished by a lion. 
Indeed the miraculous w^hicn is so largely interspersed dis- 
covers its origin in the popular legends and traditions. Tlius 
Elijah declared to Ahab, that there should neither be dew nor 
rain for succeeding years except as he should order it; and 
accordingly a drougnt came and lasted more than two years 
(1 Kings xvii. 1 and xviii. 1) ; with which the New Testament 
account of its continuance does not agree (Luke iv. 20 ; James 
V. 17). He was fed by ravens. Elisha caused the head of an 
axe to rise to the top of water by throwing in a stick. The 
scene in w’hich Elijah appeared on mount Carmel with the 
Baal prophets summoned to meet him is dramatic. It is not 
easy to separate what is historical in it from the drajxjry with 
which it has been enveloped. Sometimes the fictitious is ap- 
parent, as where abundance of water is used by the prophet 
to drench his sacrifice and the wood, by surroimding the 
altar ; while Elijah filled the trench also with water. This pro- 
fuse application of water is introduced for the purpose of en- 
hancing the greatness of the miracle. But the writer seems to 
have forgot for the moment the long-continued drought, which, 
as it had lasted for more than two yetirs, must have dried up the 
brooks belonging to the mountain, and the river Kishon supplied 
by them. Even at and after death, the wonder-loving tradition 
of the age to which the writers belonged invested the two pro- 
phets wiui miracle. Thus Elijah is said to have been taken up 
to heaven in a chariot and horses of fire, without undergoing 
death (2 Kings ii. 11) ; and the very bones of Elisha in the 
grave reanimated a dc^ body as soon as it touched them 
(2 Kings xiii. 21). 
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VII. General scope. — The general scope of the writer was 
to exhibit the development of tne theocracy in conformity with 
the principle contained in the divine promise made to David : 
** And when thy days be fulfilled and thou shalt sleep with thy 
fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out 
of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdouL He shall build 
an house for my name, and I will stabhsh the throne of his 
kingdom for ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. 
If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, 
and with the stripes of the children of men. . But my mercy 
shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I 
put away before thee. And thine house and thy kingdom shall 
be established for ever before thee : thy throne shall be esta- 
blished for ever” (2 Sam. vii. 12-16). Accordingly the history 
before us shews how God preserved the kingdom of Solomon 
entire ; and, after its division, endeavoured to recal both Israel 
and Judah to a sense of their relation to Himself 1^ admonitions 
and chastisements, until their continued rebellion subverted 
them. That subversion, however, was not the extinction of 
David’s seed. It was a severe and salutary chastisement. The 
exiled king Jehoiacliin was brought back to Judea and elevated 
again to longly honour in his own land, as an evidence that 
Jehovah remembered Ilis servant David and the promises made 
to him. The seed of David w'us always to occupy the throne. 
Amid the sorest disasters, w’hen the mercy of G^ might seem 
to have foreaken his people utterly, the promise of perpetual 
sovereignty was not invalidated. In following out tliis general 
scope, the compiler presents the history of his suffering nation 
as an instructive example fraught with wholesome warning; 
though that was not his leading object. He also encourages his 
fellow-exiles to cherish a firm trust in God, and a steadfast ad- 
herence to His w’orship. The tendency of the work is prophetic- 
didactic y as Ilavemick terms it. ^ot that the WTiter’s principal 
design was to set forth the activity and influence of the prophets 
in national affairs, but that his reflections in narrating the 
history have a prophetic character. In performing his work, 
the compiler co^d hardly refrain from noticing, more or less 
fully, the sayings and domgs of the prophets, b^ause those in- 
spired men occupied a promment place in the theocracy. They 
watched over the interests of the people, checked royal usurpa- 
tion and excesses, exerted an administrative power as the repre- 
sentatives of Jehovah, and controlled to some extent all the 
affairs of the nation. Hence they could not be ignored in 
any history of Israel or Judah, because their influence was 
BO extensive over the theocracy. But in the manner of de- 
scribing the prophets and looking at national affurs, the com- 
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piler magnifies their persons, representing unconditional obo- 
mence to them as tantamount to unqualified submission to 
Qt)d. His stand-point is neither the religiom nor eccksiastu 
caly but the prophetic. This is well exemplified in the mode 
of speaking of Jeroboam’s general conduct in relation to public 
worship: ‘‘After this thing Jeroboam returned not from his 
evil way, but made a^in of the lowest of the people priests 
of the high places : whosoever would, he consecrated him, and 
he became one of the priests of the high places. And this 
thing became sin unto the house of Jeroboam, even to cut it off‘, 
and to destroy it ofl‘ the face of the earth” (1 Kings xiii. 3^1, 34). 
Another striking example is in 2 Kings xxiv. 20, where we 
read, for through the anger of the Lord it came to pass in 
Jerusalem and Judah, until he had cast them out from his 
presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against llie king of llabylon.” 
Such Yidvdiy prophetic pragmatism is characteristic. The same 
tendency is prominent in the reflections contained in 2 Kings 
xviii. 26, 27, which are baswl on the prophmes of Zephaniah 
(ch. i.) and Jeremiah (xxv., xxvi.). 

The pKOPiiia-s in 1 Kings xxii. G. — Tlic 400 prophets 
collected by Ahab king of Israel at the instigation of Jehosha- 
phat, that the divine will might ho known respecting the issue 
of an expedition against Kamoth-gilead, have been very variously 
judged of. Perhaps the most common view is that they were 
fake prophets, either thase connected with Baal, or the 400 
Astarte-prophets who had not gone to Carmel and consequently 
escaped destruction. Others think that they were priests, who 
presided over the worship of the golden calves which Jeroboam 
established in the kingdom of Israel. Neither of these hyjx)- 
theses is correct. True prophets are meant, as appears from the 
seventh verse, “ Is there not here a prophet of the Lord besides 
and also fix)m the twenty-fourth verse, “ Which wav went the 
Spirit of the Lord from me to speak unto thee?” Why then, 
it may be asked, did they give advice contrary to the iasue P 
Why was their utterance false? Lid they speak solely from 
the natural impulse of their own minds, without spiritual per- 
ception or divine instinct ? We dare not affirm that they were 
forsaken by the Spirit in giving the advice they did. Nor 
should we say that they had not a truer intimation of the 
future. WTiat they said was spoken from patriotism and a 
feeling of justice ; for Kamoth in Gilead was unrighteously held 
by Benhadad, and belonged to Ahab. The vision which Mi- 
caiah had of the spirit going forth from Jehovah (1 Kings xxii. 
19, et seqq.) is the personified spirit of prophecy which may, 
with the dSvine permission, be a spirit of deception. Of course 
the vision shadows forth the ideas of the prophet, or rather 
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those of his time respecting the spiritual world. The scenery 
employed is prophetic, conceived in the ^nius of prophetism as 
it existed at that time* The fact that Elijah, the greatest of all 
the prophets in the days of Ahab, was not once thought of 
when the will of the Lord was inquired, merely shews that the 
writer of this twenty-second chapter was different from the 
author of xvii.~xix. 

IX. Elisha's conduct to the Children. — In 2 Kings u. 
23, 24, are these words : ‘*And he [Elisha] went up from 
thence imto Bethel : and as he was going up by-the way, there 
came forth little children out of the city and mocked min , and 
said unto him, Go up, thou bald head ; go up, thou bald head. 
And he turned back and looked on them and cursed them in the 
name of the Lord. And there came forth two sh e-bears out of 
the wood, and tare forty and two children of them." 

A charge of revenge and cruelty has been brought against 
Elisha for imprecating destruction on the children. To de- 
fend the prophet against it, great pains have been taken by 
apologists. We shall content ourselves with a few remarks on 
the occurrence. 

First. The incident does not appear historical, at least in 
various particulars. It is wholly improbable that she-bears 
would come out of the wood to devour children, in answer to 
the imprecation of a prophet. 

Secondly. Sujiposing the statement to be literally true that 
Elisha was mocked by children as he went up the street of 
Bethel, and that he turned round to curse tliem, it shews a 
sudden ebullition of passion unwarranted by the provocation. 
It was both cruel and revengeful for him to curse them. The 
prophets were but men, and sometimes sinned like others. This 
is an example of mijustifiable anger if the thing be historical. 
AVliy should attempts be made to excuse what is inexcusable ? 

Thirdly. IVIost of the attempts framed to justify the passionate 
conduct of the prophet do violence to the plain words of the 
passage as well as to morality, and are unworthy of their 
authors. Thus the term is said to mean groicn iq) persons. 
In this way children disappear from the narrative, and men taJie 
their place. Three things, aU incorrect, are asserted in favour 
of the new version of viz., that it is applied to Isaac when 
he was twenty-eight years old ; to Joseph when he was thirty; and 
to Rehoboam when he was forty years of age. There is neither 
reason nor necessity for altering the sense of the word, which is 
applied to an infant^ to a hoy mi fall groicn^ and to a youth 
nearly twenty years old. Whatever their age might have been, 
it made no difference in regard to the immorality of the impre- 
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cation. If they were the curse invoked was an immoral 
thing ; if they were children it was more immoral. 

Fourthly. It is said that Elisha cursed them in the name of the 
Lord, That makes the case far worse than if he had simply 
cursed them. Strange to say, however, apologists take that to 
be an indication that he did not act from any petulant temper of 
his own, but declared in God's name and authority the punish- 
ment which He would inflict upon them. This interpretation is 
a perverted one. Nothing can be farther from the truth than 
to affirm that Elisha acted in this instance as a minister of the 
Supreme Governor of the world; and that the denunciation 
proceeded in consequence from a di^dne impulse. The assertion 
18 derogatory to the character of God, who neither inspires nor 
sanctions the imprecation of punishment pronounced by man 
against man. 

Fifthly. Apologists invent a number of things which are 
foreign to the narrative, for the purpose of throwing blame on 
the children ; such as, they belonged to an idolatrous town and 
were therefore wicked idolaters themselves. They insulted the 
prophet at the instigation of the priests of Baal, They alluded 
to Elijah's ascension to heaven, which they had heai^ of, but 
did not believe. These assertions are baseless. Wanton children 
mocked the prophet who was bald at the back of the head. 
Children are prone to deride those who have any outward defect 
of body, or an appearance commonly associated vith contempt. 
They surrounded the prophet, who was probably climbing very 
slowly the street of the hill on which Bethel was built, crying, 

‘ Go up, thou bald head.' The ascension of Elijah is not allud^ 
to. It is the ascent of Elisha up the hill of Bethel. 

Sixthly. We reject the idea altogether that ‘‘some miracle 
was necessary to support the character and office" of Elisha. 
Neither his character nor office was derided. No miracle was 
necessary to bring a curse to pass. Rather would it have been 
necessary to thwart it. Nor was a miracle performed. The 
connexion of the she-bears with the malediction is legendary. 
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I. Name. — ^The Hebrew name of the Chronicles is 

literally meaning, iJDord% of the days^ transaction of the days or 
annals. In the Hebrew canon they formed one book, which the 
Greek translators divided into two, with the title irapaKei'rrofJLepa, 
signifying things omitted^ because, as the author of the synopsis 
of sacred Scripture in the works of Athanasius writes, many 
things omitted in the Kings are contained in them ; or rather 
as Movers^ explains the title, supplements^ remains of other his- 
torical icorks. The common name chronicles is from the Latin 
chronicoHf which Jerome first used, “ Verba dierum^ quod signi- 
ficantius chronicon totius divinae historiae possumus appellare, qui 
liber apud nos Paralipomenon primus et secxmdus inscribitur.” * 
The example of the Septuagint was followed by the Vulgate in 
dividing the work into two ; and Daniel Bomberg introduced it 
into his editions of the Hebrew Bible ; so that it is now current 
in the original text. Little inconvenience has followed from the 
separation, though >ve should prefer to have the whole printed 
together continuouslv. 

II. Contents. — The books of Chronicles may be divided into 
two parts as follows : — 

1. Chapters i.-ix. 34. 

2. Chapters ix. 35-2 Chron. xxxvi. 

The former consists of genealogical lists interspersed with 
short historical notices ; the latter of the history of the kings in 
Jerusalem from David to Zedekiah. These again may be sub- 
divided thus : 

1. (a) Chapters i.-iii., the registers connecting Adam with 
David ; togetner with the descendants of the latter tiU Elioenai 
and his seven sons. 

fb) Ch^ters iv.-vii., genealogical registers of the twelve 
trib^ of Israel. 

^ Untersuohimgen ueber die biblische Chronik, pp. 95, 96. 

* Prolog g&leatus. 
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(c) Chapters viii.-ix. 34, genealogical lists of the families in 
Jerusalem. 

2. («) ix. 35-xxix. contains the history of David, introduced 
by a brief account of Saules pedigree, and the downfall of his 
house. 

(b) 2 Chron. i.-ix. is occupied vdth the history of Solomon. 

(c) 2 Chron. x.-xxxvi. contains a history of the kings in 
Jerusalem, from Relioboam to Zedekiali. 

More particularly, the contents are these. 

The first four verses contain the names of thirteen members 
of the earliest period of the world’s history, according to the 
fifth chapter of Genesis, from Adam to Noah and his sons. The 
next nineteen verses contain the sevent}' races or nations from 
the tenth cliapter of Genesis, with tlic omission of the short 
historical and geographical notices whicli a})ix?ar in Gen. x. 1, 
5, 9-12, 18^. -20, 21, 30-32. Tlie ]X)sterity of Japhet are four- 
teen, those of Ilam thirty, and those of Shem twenty-six; 
making up the seventy races sprung from Noali’s three sons.. 
The next four verses (i. 24-27) give the names of the ten mem- 
bers of the second pi'riod of the world’s Instore* — viz., from 
Shem to Abraham, agrcK*ably to the account in Gen. xi. 10-32. 
The' historical notices conni'ctcd with these names in Genesis are 
omitted. The succeeding fourteen verses (i. 20-42) give the 
seventy descendants of Abraham beginning with the twelve 
sons of Ishmael, extracted from the corresi)onding record in 
Gene.sis. The remainder of the chapter (i. 43-o4) contains a 
catalogue of tlic kings that reigned in Edom Ix'fore the Ix^gin- 
ning of kingly ix)wer in Israel ; and also the dukes oi‘ Edom. 
These are from the thirty-sixth chapter of Genesis, with some 
variations. 

The second chapter enumerates the twelve tribes of Israel, 
and the seventy descendants of Judah. The posterity of one of 
them, Zerah, is somewliat fidly noticed ; but more fully the 
descendants of llezron Zerah’s iu‘phew, becaust? he was" pro- 
genitor of the hou.se of David. Here Caleb is called the son of 
llezron (vcr. 18). Chelubai in the nintli verse is only another 
form of the same name, though Ewald thinks that they are 
names of different jx^rsons.' But it is evident that the chronicle- 
writer identifies Chelubai (9) and Caleb (vers. 18, 42) ; for both 
are represented as the son of llezron and brother of Jerahmeel. 
Hence it is more probable that one Cuhib is referred to in the 
chapter than two of the same name. The name of the father 
being Jephunneh in Joshua and llezron here, need not create 
much difficulty. 


> Ocschicbte des Volkes Israel, toI. i. p. 471, second edition. 
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The third chapter contains a Kst of David's posterity, with the 
descendants of nis son Solomon in the royd Ime of Judah ; and 
some of the posterity of Jeconiah the last king but one. 

The fourth chapter begins with the patriarch Judah and his 
sons, or rather families sprung from him (1-23). This list 
appears to be incomplete. Whether it was compiled from de- 
fective materials, or put together carelessly, cannot now be 
determined ; but some parts of it are unintelligible as they 
stand, for example, the seventeenth and eighteenth verses. In 
21-23 the posterity of Shelah are given separately; perhaps as a 
sort of appendix. Notices in connexion with the names are 
very few. Of Jabez (9, 10) an anecdote is recorded ; and the 
occupations of a few others are mentioned (14, 21, 23). Simeon 
and his sons are next given (24-33). Here the notices are 
more copious ; an account of the settlement of the tribe in 
Canaan being furnished, with a notice of some families distin- 
^ished for fecundity ; and the conquests made by the tribe at 
the end of the eighth century. The next tribe whose genealogy 
is given is that of Reuben, whose four sons are specified in 
Genesis and Numbers. The race of Reuben is then continued 
in one line viz. that of Joel, who seems to have lived about the 
time of David, and of whose posterity we have seven genera- 
tions, down to Beerah who was prince of the Reubenites at the 
time of the AssATiaii conquest. The notices of the Reubenites 
conclude with a short account of a successfid war with the 
Hagarites in the time of Said, by whicli means they extended 
their possessions beyond the eastern border of Gilead (v. 1-10). 
Genealogical accounts of the tribe of Gad follow (v. 11-22). 
Here the descendants mentioned in Gen. xhd. IG do not appear, 
but a series of twelve names (twelfth and thirteenth verses). 
The names given were probably taken from two lists composed 
in the times of Jot ham king of Judah and Jeroboam king of 
Israel respectively (verse 17). To the genealogy of Gad is 
appended a brief notice of a successful warlike expSiition under- 
taken by the two and a half tribes east of Jordan against the 
Hagarites. Both the number of men composing the joint force, 
and the great booty carried off by the yictors are specified. 
Gad, Reuben, Manasseh continued to occupy the territory thus 
obtained, till they were carried away captive by Tilgath-Pil- 
neser into Assyria. The verses in question (18-22) would have 
been in a more suitable phwje after the twenty-fourth, where the 
half-tribe of Manasseh is spoken of. The twenty-third and 
twenty-fourth verses relate to the half-tribe of Manasseh ; and 
the lust two verses of the chapter to the exile of the two and 
a half tribes. 

The tribe of Levi is more fully described in its genealogy 
yoh, n. 4 
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than any other of the series (v. 26~vi. 66). In the first place 
the connexion between Aaron and Levi is shewn ; there is next 
an uninterrupted series of twenty-two names, from Eleazar son 
and successor of Aaron to Jehozadak, who was carried captive 
to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar. It is remarkable that accord- 
ing to the view of the writer the high priestliood continued in 
unbroken succession in the line of Eleazar to the Chaldean exile ; 
whereas we learn from other places in the Old Testament, that 
the high priesthood was in the line of Ithamar from Eli down to 
Abiathar, from whom Solomon took it to give to Zadok of the 
line of Eleazar. Perhaps the conjecture of Bertheau is the most 
probable, that both lines filled the high priesthood in diflerent 
places at the same time ; because the Israelitish church was 
divided, and the Mostiic constitution not strictly carried out.^ 
In vi. 1-4, the names of the sons of licvi are given again ; and 
three series of the jwsterity of Gershom, Kohath, and Merari 
(5-15), which lead to Hcman, Asaph, and Ethan, the thiw 
celebrated Levites in the time of David. From 16-34 we have 
the ancestors of the same renowned Ix^vites given in a different 
way. From Heman to Levi are twenty- two generations ; from 
Asaph to Levi fourteen are given ; while in that of Ethan only 
twelve are specified. After speaking of the other posterity of 
Levi who did not belong to the pnestly lines of Aaron, Heman, 
Asaph, and Ethan (verses 33, 34), the succession of the jx>nti- 
fical mce from Eleazar to Ahimaaz contemporary with David 
(35-38) is presented. Here there is a re}x4ition of the twelve 
names already given in v. 30-34. This is follow^ed by an 
account of the dwelling places of the Le^Htes w'ithin the bound- 
aries belonging to the individual families (30-66). The contents 
of verses 42-45 are found again in Josh. xxi. 13, 19. The cities 
of the Kohathites, Gershomites, and Herarites are enumerated ; 
but there is great difficulty in verses 49 and 50, as well as in 
reconciling the corresponding accoimts in Joshua with those of 
the Chronicles. The list in Josh. xxi. must bo regarded as 
more correct than the present, when the two come in conflict, as 
they do in some instances, or varA% as in others. The first five 
verses of the seventh chapter contain a genealogical record of 
the tribe of Issachar, followed by a similar list of Benjamin 
(verses 6-11). Three sons of Benjamin are specified. In Gen. 
xlvi. ten appear ; and in Num. xxvi. 38, five. In the list given 
below (viii. 1, etc.) there are also five, Wt different from those 
in Num. xxvi. It is now impossible to reconcile these accounts. 
They must relate to different periods of time, and difierent 
branches of the same line. The twelfth verse seems to refer to 


^ Die Bucher der Chronik. pp. 61, 62. 
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Dan, yet his name is not given. In the same manner he is 
omitted in vi. 46 (comp. Josh. xxi. 5) ; vi. 54 (comp. Josh. xxi. 
23). Hushim is apparently the name of Dan’s son in Genesis 
(^vi. 23) ; here Hushim is called the son of Aher. Is Aher a 
disguised appellation for Dan P So Bertheau conjectures. But 
we learn from Num. xxvi. 42, that Dan’s son was called Shu- 
hamy not Hushim, The latter belonged to Benjamin (1 Chron. 
viii. 8, 11). By comparing viii. 8, we see that the word Aher 
(*lHfc<) should be Shahar. It is a proper name; not the 

adjective another. The tribe of Dan is omitt^, because the 
accoimts from which the Chronist drew were defective in places. 
The thirteenth verse of ch. vii. notices the tribe of Naphtali, 
where four names are given, substantially the same as in Gen. 
xlvi. 24 and Num. xxvi. 48, 49. The half tribe of Manasseh 
follows (14-19). Here tlie fourteenth and fifteenth verses, 
especially the latter, are unintelligible as they now stand. The 
text is evidently incomplete and corrupt. Ashriel, in verse 14, 
should probably be expunged ; for Ashriel belonged to the sons 
of Gilead, the son of ^Slachir, Manasseh’s son. In the fifteenth 
verse it is stated that Machir took to wife Iluppim and Shui>- 
piin ; the names of men whose sister in the next verse appears 
as Machir’s wife. The verse must be corrupt. The tnbe of 
Ephraim is next treated of genealogically (vii. 20-29). Tlie 
posterity of Sliutlielah is traced through seven members, tlie 
name occurring twice, as well as that of Tahath. The passage 
appears at first sight to set forth tliat Ephraim lived to see and 
bewail the misfortunes of his posterity in the seventh generation. 
But the true sense is, that the tril)e, represented as one body, 
bewailed the disaster which befel tMo of its sonSy i.e., two 
divisions of it, A genealogical list of Asher follows (^*ii. 
30-40). It is remarkable that Zebuliin is entirely omitted in 
the list of the tribes. No good reason can be given for such 
omission ; and therefore some conjecture that it arose from 
the oversiglit of transcribers, who omitted a few words re- 
specting Zebulun which stood in the original text. It is 
better to acquiesce in our ignorance of the true cause which 
led the Chronicle-writer to pass over tliis tribe, than resort 
to so rash and groundless a conjecture. Dan too is unmen- 
tioned by name. If chap. vii. 12 do not relate to him, he is 
wholly omitted. The tribe of Judah comes first, as that to 
which David belonged. The small tribe of Simeon is mentioned 
next, because of its close connexion with Judah. Reuben the 
first bom succeeds, and with him the other tribes beyond 
J ordan. Levi is described very fully, followed by short notices 
of Issachar, Benjamin, Naphtali, the odier half of Manasseh, 
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Ephraim, and Asher. Naphtali is very briefly touched upon 
(vii. 13). 

The eighth and ninth chapters give a survey of the inhabitapts 
of Jeruswem, with other accounts interspersed relating to the 
Benjamites, the posterity of the father of Gibeon who dwelt in 
Jerusalem, and to the race of Saul and the Levites. It is difficult 
to discover the time to which this description of the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem refers. Some, as Ewald,' think that it refers to 
about thirty years before the overthrow of the southern kingdom. 
This conclusion he supposes to be pretty certain from a com- 
parison of ix. 11 with V. 40, etc. The comparison does not 
necessarily warrant it. Bertheau remarks in opposition, that 
various notices in the preceding chapters carry the histoiy 
beyond the exile, as iii. 10-24 and jxjrhaps iv. 1-23. It is 
dimcult to see why the eighth and ninth chapters should be in 
their present place, if they belonged to the pre-exile period. 
Why should there be a double genealogy of Benjamin, both 
parts relating to the pre-exile time (vii. G-9 and viii. )P And 
why should the sons of Judah (iv.) be so far separated from the 
account of the inhabitants of Jerusalem (ix.) ? Another view 
is that of Lavater, J. H. Michaelis, Bahler, Ilerzfeld, etc., w’ho 
think that the accounts in viii. belong to the fore-exile time, 
and those in ix. to the inhabitants of Jerusalem after the exile. 
This is the correct view ; for in ix. 2 there is a transition from 
one period to another ; the first verse being the conclusion of 
the cnronicle-writer respecting the fore-exile time. The double 
genealogy of Benjamin in the same period, which Bertheau' 
adduces, argues nothing in favour of chaps, viii. and ix. be- 
longing to the same jKjriod, liecause it appears that the seventh 
chapter w^as inserted by the C^ronist pretty nearly as he found 
it. But as it consisted merely of six verses, he thought it too 
short, especially since the tribe called for a more copious descrip- 
tion in consequence of its connexion w’ith Judah and Levi, as 
W'ell as king Haul. Hence he gave another list in the eighth 
chapter, derived from a register constructed after f/ie principal 
cities in the territory of Benjamin. And as Gibeon is named 
last, it formed an appropriate point of attachment for the gene- 
alogy of Saul, which is continued down to the fourteenth gene- 
ration. The list given in chap. vii. was a military one. 

The ninth chapter gives the heads of the people inhabiting 
Jerusalem after the Babylonian conquest. Its statements chiefly 
relate to members of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, as 
well as to the priests, Levites, their employments, and to the 
porters. 

* Oesefaiebte des V. I«rae], toI. i. p. 240, 

* Hie Biieher dcr Ghxonil, p. 88. 
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As introductory to David's history we are presented with 
brief notices of Saul's race, and the downfall of his house. 
Here the list given by the compiler extends to the words “ two 
hundred and twelve " in the twenty-second verse ; the remainder 
till verse thirty-three inclusive, being an appendix from his 
own pen relating to the worship of &od and its regulations. 
Verses ix. 34-44 are a repetition of viii. 29-39, except that they 
are less by two names, stopping with the sons of Azel. Such re- 
petition snews an inartificial but not careless compilation ; for the 
object in this case was to connect the beginning of the history 
of royalty with the precerling genealogical registers, which could 
only bo done by referring back to them. It is true that it was 
not necessary to give tlic same statement again ; but the Chro- 
nicle-writer evinces great partiality for genealogies. The word 
in the thirty-fourth verse creates great difficulty, but may 
be best explained by supposing it to have been inserted by some 
later scribes, w'ho, overlooking the true connexion, thought from 
the closing words of verse thirty-four, ‘‘ these dwelt at Jerusa- 
lem," tliat the list from verse three onwards, w^here similar 
words occur, readied as far as the thirty-fourth verse. The ac- 
count of Saul’s last battle, his death and burial, (x. 1-12,) is 
very nearly identical with 1 Sam. xxxi. 1-13). The thirteenth 
and fourteenth verses are the remarks of the Chronist, shew' in g 
that the narrative of Saul’s death is merely introductory to 
David’s history. 

The eleventh chapter describes David’s inauguration at He- 
bron as king over all Israel, and his conquest of Jerusalem 
(xi. 1-9), with a list of his mighty men and brief notices of 
their exploits (10-47). There is a substantial agreement l>e- 
tw'cen the contents of the chajiter and 2 Samuel v. G-10 ; xxiii. 
8-39. The list of names in 20-47 amoimts to forty-eight, w^hile 
that in 2 Sam. xxiii. amoiuits oiilj' to thirty-two. 

The twelfth chapter presents throe lists of Darid’s followers, 
viz., those wffio attached themselves to him during Saul’s life 
(1-7), wfficn he w^as in Ziklag; those belonging to the tribe of 
God and othere of J udah and Benjamin, w ho joiiuxi him when 
he was in his mountain fastnesses (8-18) ; and a list of seven 
men of the tribe of Manosseh who joined his standard when he 
came with the Philistines against Saul to battle (19-22). This 
is followed by an enumeration of the troops who assembled at 
Hebron to solemnise David’s accession to the kingdom of all 
Israel (23*40). On this occasion upw'ards of 300,000 armed 
men are said to have been present. 

The thirteenth chapter describes how the ark of the covenant 
was brought into the house of Obed-edom, where it continued 



54 


THE BOOKS OF CHRONICLES. 


for tkree months. With the exception of the first five verses 
relating to David's consultation with the leaders of the people 
before removing the ark, the contents are nearly the same, word 
for word, in Chronicles and Samuel. 

The fourteenth chapter describes how David built a palace for 
himself, the increase of his family at Jerusalem, and two vic- 
tories over the Philistines in the valley of Rophaim. 

The fifteenth and sixteenth chapters are properly a continua- 
tion of the thirteenth ; the foui*teenth being inserted. They 
commence with the preparations which David made for the 
removal of the ark to Jerusalem. He built a tent for it, and 
gathered all Isi*ael together to the ceremony, the Levites alone 
being appointed to carry and take charge of it. Its entrance 
into the city was commemorated with music and dancing, fol- 
lowed by bumt-offerings and peace-offerings, and a present to 
every individual. The king a 2 )pointtHl certain of the Levites to 
minister before the ark and praise the Lord God. He also 
delivered a psalm into the hand of Asa])h and his brethren, to 
be used in the installation-service. Alter the psalm itself is 
given, the narrative goes back to the point where it broke off at 
the fourth, fifth, and sixth verses of xvi. for the purpose of con- 
tinuing the list of the Levites who ministered before the ark 
(vers. 37-43). The notices in the fifteenth and sixteenth chap- 
ters are much more copious than the corresponding section in 
2 Sam. vi. 11-19. From xvi. 25 to xvii. 3 the narratives are 
almost identical in words. 

In the seventeenth chapter Da^dd proposes to build a temple ; 
but as Nathan disallows it, he thankfully acknowledges the 
promise respecting the execution of the w ork by Solomon. This 
is followed, in the eighteenth cliapter, by act^ounts of his W’ars 
against the Philistines, Moabites, Syrians, and Edomites, vdth a 
list of the principal officers who assisted him in the govern- 
ment. 

The nineteenth chapter narrates the occasion and occurrences 
of the successful war engaged in by David against the allied 
forces of Ammon and 8yria, which ended in their defeat, and 
the destruction of Rabbah, the Ammonitish capital, by Joab 
(xix. 1-xx. 3). After a brief mention of several Philistine wars, 
and the distinction obtained in them by some of his champions 
(xx. 4-8), the history proceeds to David's numbering of the 
people, the pestilence which followed as a punishment, and his 
selection of Oman's threshing-floor as the site of a future temple. 
It is related that David himself sacrificed both during and after 
the pestilence at the threshing-floor. He could not offer his 
holocaust in Jerusalem, because the tabernacle and with it the 
altar of bumt-oflfering were then in the high place at Oiboon ; 
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nor could he go to GKbeon to inquire of the Lord, for he was 
a^id of the sword of the angel of God (ch. xxi.). 

Forbidden himself to build the temple, David prepared mate- 
rials in abundance (xxii. 1-5). Shortly before liis death, he 
called his son Solomon and charged him to build it ; telling him 
that though he wished to do it himself he was prevented, b^use 
he was a man of war and blood. He exhort^ his son to keep 
the law, and acquainted him with the preparations made for 
the building. He also charged the princes of Israel to help 
Solomon with all their might, since the Lord had given them 
rest on every side (xxii. 6-19). 

The twenty-third chapter tells us how David made Solomon 
king, reckoned the Levites above thirty years of age, and fixed 
the number for the different employments — viz., 24,000 to pro- 
mote the work of the house of Jehovah ; 6,000 to be writers and 
judges ; 4,000 to be porters, and 4,000 musicians (2-5). The 
twenty- four house- fathers of the Levites are given according to 
their descent from the three sons of Levi respectively (6-23). 
This is followed by a few remarks as an appendix, among which 
it is said that David made a census of the Levites from twenty 
years old and above (24-32). 

The twenty- fourth chapter describes how the priests were 
distributed into twenty-four classes under as many heads ; six- 
teen of these presidents being descended from Eleazar, and eight 
from Ithamar. It is said, that each series of house-fathers or 
officers, the sixteen of Eleazar and the eight of Ithamar, was to 
be determined by lot (xxiv. 1-19). The names of several 
Levites are then given, who seem to have presided over 
classes of their brethren ; but the list is manifestly imperfect 
(20-31). 

The musicians and choristers were distributed into twenty- 
four classes of twelve persons each. Each class consisted of 
sons and brothers of its leader, who was himself a son of Asaph 
Heman or Jeduthun, to whom was assigned the direction of 
the whole (xxv. 1-31). 

The twenty-sixth chapter describes the classes of porters, who 
were all Korhites or Merarites. Ninety-three heads of these 
porters are given, i,e,, the sons and brothers of Hosah, thirteen ; 
Obed-edom, sixty-two ; Meshelemiah, eighteen ; the entire num- 
ber being four thousand. The allotment of their different 
positions is obscure to us at the present day (xxvi. 1-19). The 
Keepers of the treasures of the sanctuary are next mentioned 
(xxvi. 20-28) ; followed by those who presided over “ the 
outward business,** or services external to the temple ; among 
whom were the writers and judges (29-32). The thirtv-first 
and thirty-second verses are very obscure, because the former 
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appears to have a parenthetic sentence which separates Jerijah 
the chief from “ and his brethren, men of valour,” etc. 

The twenty-seventh chapter commences with an account of 
the twelve divisions of the army, each consisting of 24,000 men, 
whose leaders were designed to be attendants on the royal person 
each for a month (xxvii. 1-15). A list of the princes of the 
twelve tribes is given (16-24) ; but Gad and Asher are omitted. 
The chapter closes with an account of the officers who had 
charge of the possessions of David, which are particularly 
enumerated as consisting of those kept in Jerusalem, those kept 
in granaries elsewhere, farms, vineyards, olive and sycamore 
orchards, oxen, camels, asses, sheep (25-31). A short list of 
other officers is subjoined (32-^4) 

In the twenty-eighth chapter it is related that the king 
assembled at Jerusalem all the princes of Israel, both military 
and civil, to hear his last charge to them. lie told them how 
he had proposed to build a temple for Jehovah ; but had been 
divinely informed that it was not for such a man of war and 
bloodshed to execute his design ; the honour being reserved for 
his son Solomon, to whom Jehovah had assured him He would 
be a father and establish his kingdom for ever, if he would be 
constant to keep Ilis commandments and statutes. After ex- 
horting the assembled people to observe all the laws of God, ho 
addressed Solomon in solemn language, and gave him the plans 
of the sacred building communicated to himself by Jehovah, 
patterns of his arrangements of the services devolving upon the 
priests and Levites, and the immense quantities of silver and 
gold which he had collected, divided in portions adapted to 
their several uses. 

In the twenty-ninth chapter David makes an appeal to the 
congregation thus assembled to exercise a suitable liberality 
towards the building of the temple, in proportion to what 
he had himself done (1-5). The princes follow his example, 
Impending to the appeal most liberally (0-9). Then the 
king thanks God for the readiness with which the people pre- • 
sented the gifts they had received from the Almighty, accom- 
panying his words with expressions of a sense of his own 
unworthiness (10-19). The solemnity closes with a united 
prostration of the whole assembly and a succession of sacrifices 
and festivities ; at which Solomon is again recognised king 
(20-25). The part concludes with a brief notice of the length 
of David’s reign, of his dying in a good old age, full of days, 
riches, and honour ; referring the re^er for a full account of 
bis acts to a certain book or books in which they were recorded 
(26-30). 

The second part or book of Chronicles begins with an account 
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of Solomon's solemn journey to Qibeon, where he offers a thou- 
sand bumt-offprings on the great altar, and God appears to him 
the night after in a dream, offering him whatever he should ask. 
He requests wisdom and knowledge to fit him for governing 
so great a people, which are bestowed together with unprece- 
dented riches and honour. Returning to Jerusalem from before 
the tabernacle of the congregation, he reigned over Israel 
(2 Chron. i. 1-13). This is followed by an account of his 
chariots, horsemen, and riches (14-17). The narrative proceeds 
at once to the preparations for building the temple. Solomon 
wrote to Hiram, king of Tyre, to propose the purchase of timber 
of various kinds, and the hire of a man skilful in the metals, as 
well as in purple, crimson, and blue. Hiram accepts the pro- 
posal. A Tyrian is sent as the principal artificer ; and it is 
promised that the timber should be delivered in floats at Joppa 
(i. 18-ii. IS). The third chapter proceeds to describe the place 
and time of building, the measure and ornaments of the house, 
the cherubim, the vail, and the two pillars. The fourth chapter 
speaks of the brazen altar, the molten sea supported by twelve 
oxen, the ten golden candlesticks, the ten tables, and the 
hundred golden basons (1-8). After this the narrative mentions 
the court of the priests or inner court, the great court, the doors 
of the court, the place where the brazen sea stood, a list of the 
brazen instruments made by Hiram, and the golden instruments 
which Solomon made (9-22). The account of the making of 
the sacred vessels closes with v. 1. From chaps, v. 2 till vii. 
10, relates to the dedication of the temple. The ark is carried 
by the Levites into the holy of holies and the temple is filled 
with the glory of the Lord (2-14). Solomon addresses the 
congregation of Israel (vi. 1-11), and prays to God (12-42). 
After the prayer, fire comes down from heaven and consumes 
the sacrifices. The priests could not enter because of the glory 
of the Lord. On witnessing this phenomenon the congrega- 
tion bowed themselves to the ground and praised Jehovah 
(vii. 1-3). Then the king and all the people ottered sacrifices, 
kept the feast of tabernacles immediately succeeding the dedica- 
tion of the temple, for seven days, held a solemn assembly on 
the eighth day (?.c., the twenty-second day of the seventh 
month) and dismissed the people on the next day (vii. 4-10). 
God now appeared to Solomon, and gave him an answer to the 
prayer uttered at the dedication of the temple (vii. ll-22b 
The eighth chapter has an account of Solomon's other buildings. 
He peopled the cities given him by Hiram with Israelites ; built 
a number of others ; made tributaries of the remains of the 
Canaanite races in the laud ; and removed Pharaoh’s daughter 
into the palace he had built for her (1-11). The narrative then 
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records that the king offered sacrifices on the altar he had built ; 
and api^inted priests and Levites to their propej places. An 
expedition to Ophir is appended (12-18). The first twelve verses 
of the ninth chapter describe the visit of the queen of Sheba to 
Solomon, with her admiration of his wisdom and princely state. 
.His great revenues, commerce, military power, magnificence, 
extent of empire and wealth are briefly noticed (ix. 1-28) ; and 
his biography terminates with the length of his reign, his burial, 
and succccssor (ix:. 22-31). 

The tenth, eleventh, and twelfth chapters relate to the reign 
of Rehoboam, The tenth chapter states how when the Israelites 
were assembled at Shechom to crown Rehoboam, Jeroboam and 
the others begged some relaxation of the heavy burdens they 
had been suffering ; how he refused to follow the elders* advice 
and gave a rough answer ; on which ten tribes revolted and 
caused him to nee to Jerusalem (x. 1-19). In the eleventh 
chapter we read that, in obedience to the will of God expressed 
through Shemaiah the prophet, Rehoboam and the tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin desisted from their intended attack upon 
the northern tribes (1-4) ; that ho took various measures for 
strengthening his kingdom by building fenced cities and forts ; 
and that Judah acquired power in consequence of the priests 
and Levites driven from the northern kingdom coming to the 
southern one, followed by the true worshipjxirs of Jehovah from 
among all the tribes (5-17). Some accounts of the royal family 
close the chapter. But Rehoboam was infatuated with pros- 
perity, and forsook the law of the Lord. Accordingly he was 
punished by the invasion of a hostile force. Shishak king of 
Egypt came up against Jerusalem and plundered it, which is re- 
presented as a mitigated infliction in consequence of the repent- 
ance of the king and nobles on the representation of Shemaiah 
(xii. 1-12). The duration of Rehoboam^s reign with his mother’s 
name are given ; and judgment is pronounced upon his character 
(13-16). The thirteenth chapter relates to Abijah, who mode 
war against Jeroboam. Standing upon mount Zemaraim, he 
proclaimed to Jeroboam and his people that they had rebelled 
against the proper representative of David and had worshipped 
golden calves as gods and banished the priests and Levites ; but 
extolled the fidelity of his own adherents, the purity of their 
worship, and their attachment to Jehovah. Trusting in God 
though surprised by an ambuscade they shouted, and smote 
Jeroboam’s host (1-20). The chapter concludes with the men- 
tion of Abijah’s wives, children, and death (21-23). The history 
of Abijah in Kingjs is very short. 

Asa, a pious king, removed the altars of the strange gods, 
and endeavoured to root out idolatry from the kingdom. He 
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took advantage of a time of peace to OTect fortifications and 
equip an army of 680,000 men. In a war mth Zerah the 
Ethiopian, who had invaded Judah with an immense host, he 
obtained a decisive victory, and got much spoil (xiv. 1-15). 
Moved by the prophegr of Azariah the son of Oded, he put 
away the idols out of Judah and Benjamin as well as from the 
cities he had taken from Ephraim, and renewed the altar of 
the Lord that was before the ^rch, Le,, the altar of burnt- 
offering. In a solemn assembV the third month of the 
fifteenth year of his reign, all Judah and Benjamin, with the 
strangers belonging to other Israelite tribes, made a solemn 
covenant, binding themselves to be loyal to Jehovah (xv. 1-15), 
He removed his mother from being queen for her idolatry, and 
brought into tlie house of God the things his father had dedi- 
cated (xv. 16-18). 'V^^on Baasha king of Israel invaded Judah, 
he proposed an alliance with the king of Syria who sent his cap- 
tains against Israel and diverted Baasha from building Eam^ 
(xvi. 1-6). Being reproved for his reliance on Syria instead of 
Jehovah by Hanani the prophet, he put the latter in prison 
(7-10). The chapter closes with mention of a disease he had, 
during which he trusted in physicians rather than God, and 
of his death and burial (11-14). 

The seventeenth commences with an account of Jehoshaphat’s 
carefulness for the security of his kingdom, his recei\ing a large 
revenue in presents, his removal of idolatrous places, and his 
provision for the religious instruction of the people by an 
itinerant embassy of five princes, nine Levites, and two priests. 
He escaped all wars with the neighbouring nations, and even 
received from some of them submission and tribute. The 
chapter closes with a list of the principal commanders of his 
reign (xvii. 1-19). It is then related that he visited Ahab king 
of Israel at Samaria, who asked him to go up with him against 
llamoth-gilcad. They joined forces and attacked the place. 
Ahab was slain, as Mieaiah had foretold (xviii. 1-34). 

The nineteenth chapter begins with narrating the judgment 
pronounced by Jehu on the alliance of Jehoshaphat with Ahab, 
which had proved so disastrous ; in consequence of which he 
began to reform the administration of his kingdom. He set 
judges in the land throughout all the fenced cities of Judah, 
gave them suitable directions, and established in Jerusalem a 
supreme tribunal of the Levites and priests and the chief of the 
fathers, with separate presiding officers (xix. 1-11). The eastern 
Iieoples had already invaded the country before the king had hoard 
of it, on which he immediately proclaimed a fast throughout all 
Ju<}ah, Before the new court in the temple he offered up a 
solemn prayer for guidance and help (xx. 1-13). It is then 
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said that the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel, a Levite, 
who told them where the enemy was encamped, • and bade 
them march thither on the morrow. They would not need to 
fight, but to stand still and see the salvation of the Lord. On 
hearing this, the king and all the people worshipped Jehovah ; 
the Levites praising Him with a loud voice. On the morrow, 
the Moabites and Ammonites fell together upon the inhabitants 
of mount Seir to destroy them, and having efiected their pur- 
pose destroyed one another. Accordingly when Judah came to 
a mountainous place whence they could look over the wilderness 
of Jeruel, nothing but dead bodies was to be seen, for none 
escaped. The Jews were three days in gathering the vast spoil 
on the battle field ; after which, having kept a day of thanks- 
giving at Bcrachah, they returned home in triumph (xx. 14-30). 
The account of the close of Jehoshaphat’s history (xx. 31-34 ; 
xxi. 1) is separated by a statement respecting his joining Aha- 
ziah king of Israel to make ships in Ezion-gaber for sailing 
to Tarshish ; an expedition that proved disastrous (xx. 35-37). 
Jehoram, eldest son of Jehoshaphat, who succeeded his father in 
the kingdom, murdered six brothers whom their father had 
generously provided for, together with several of the principal 
men in the kingdom, and acted wickedly in other respects. 
The Edomites and people of Libnah revolted. In consequence 
of his erecting idolatrous places on the mountains of Judah and 
leading the people into gross sins, the prophet Elijah sent him a 
letter of reproof, predicting for him a fatal malady. Because of 
his wickedness, therefore, the l*hilistiiies and Arabians came 
upon him, took all that was in his palace, carried olf his wives 
and children, leaving him but one son ; after which ho was 

smitten with an incurable disease, and ho died at the end 

of two years (xxi. 2-20). Jehoram was succeeded by his son 

Ahaziah, who did evil in the sight of the Lord under the 

influence of his idolatrous mother and her family. He went to 
war with the Syrians in union with Jehoram son of Ahab, and 
being wounded, went to sec his cousin at Jczreel. When Jehu 
was executing judgment upon the house of Ahab, it is said that 
he slew the princes of Judah and the sons of the brethren of 
Ahaziah ; and Ahaziah himself was dragged from a hiding- 
place in Samaria, brought into the presence of Jehu, and there 
put to death (xxii. 1-9). After his death Athaliah, his mother, 
aiming at the sovereignty for herself, slew all the seed royal 
except Joash, whom his aunt hid in the temple six years ; 
Athaliah in the meantime reigning over the land (xxii. 10-12). 

The twenty-third chapter begins with relating how Jehoiada 
took successful measures for making Joash king (1-11). Atha- 
liah coming into the temple was taken out and slain (12-15). 
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Jelioiada engaged both king and people to be true to Jehovah ; 
on which the altars and images of Baal were destroyed, and the 
worship of God restored according to the law. Joash was then 
led in solemn procession from the temple into the palace, and 
the city was quiet (16-21). Of the young king it is said that 
he reigned well as long as Jehoiada lived, repaired the temple, 
made vessels for it, and thus put to rights what had been broken 
up by Athaliah’s sons (xxiv. 1-14). After recording Jehoiada’s 
death, we are told that the weak king listened to his courtiers, 
and fell into idolatry. The people would not hear the prophets 
sent to reclaim them ; and when Zechariah, son of Jehoiada, boldly 
reproved them, he was stoned by the king's commandment 
(15-22). The punishments announced by Zechariah were not 
long delayed, for the Syrians came and spoiled Jerusalem. 
After their departure Joash 's own servants conspired against 
and slew him (23-27). 

The twenty-fifth chapter refers to the reign of Amaziah, who 
executed justice on the traitors that had killed his father Joash. 
He mustered an army of 300,000 choice men, and also hired 
100,000 out of Israel ; but when a prophet remonstrated with 
him on this latter arrangement, he sent the Israelitish soldiers 
home, thus forfeiting his money. At this they were greatly 
displeased, and vented their indignation as they went home by 
falling upon all the cities of J udah that lay in their way and 
smiting the inhabitants. After Amaziah had overthrown the 
Edomites, he introduced their gods into his kingdom ; and when 
a prophet reproved him for this, he answered roughly, on which 
the man of God forbore, declaring that God had determined to 
destroy the king for his idolatry (xxv. 1-16). Having provoked 
Joash king of Israel to battle, he was taken captive and brought 
to Jerusalem. After plundering the temple and palace, Joash 
returned with the spoil to Samaria. When a conspiracy was 
made against Amaziah he fled to Lachish, but was slain there, 
and his body transported to Jerusalem to be buried with 
his fathers (xxv. 17-28). The next king of Judah, Uzziah, did 
what was right in the sight of Jehovah, as long as Zechariah 
lived; who, as a distinguished prophet, must have been his 
counsellor (xxvi. 1-5). The narrative proceeds to relate his 
successful wars against the Philistines, Arabians, and Mehunims ; 
his receiving tribute from the Ammonites; his buildings and 
foi^tifications ; his digging of wells ; his interest in herds, vine- 
yards, and husbandry ; his great military force, well armed and 
marshalled ; his engines made to shoot arrows and great stones 
(6-15). But prosperity made him proud, and he invaded the 
priest's o£Bce by going into the temple and burning incense. 
When Azariah and eighty priests withstood him, the king 
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became angry ; and while he yet had a censer in his hand, the 
leprosy appeared in his forehead. The disgxwted priests seeing 
this thrust him out, though he hastened of himself to withdraw. 
He continued a leper and lived in a house apart, till the day of 
his death (xxvi. 6-23). 

The twenty-seventh chapter relates to the reign of Jotham, 
Uzziah^s son, which was a prosperous one, because he did what 
was right in the sight of the Lord. He built the high or upper 
(northern) gate of the temple ; fortified the wall of Ophel ; 
erected castles and towers on the heights belonging to Judah ; 
and carried on a successful war against the Ammonites, whom 
he compelled to pay tribute for three years (xxvii. 1-9). 

The twenty-eighth chapter treats of Ahaz son of Jotham. 
His idolatrous practices are described, on account of which he 
was unsuccesslul in War with the Syrians, who smote him and 
carried away great numbers of prisoners. In like manner 
Pekah king of Israel, aided by the personal prowess of one Zichri, 
slew 120,000 in one day, and carried ofi' captive 200,000 women, 
sons, and daughters, with great spoil to Samaria. A prophet 
named Oded met the Israelites as they returned home, and told 
them that they should liberate the captives and restore the spoil. 
This advice was 8upix)rted by certain leading Ephrairaites, in 
consequence of which both prisonei’s and spoil were left by the 
soldiers, so that the men named took and brought them back as 
far as Jericho (1-15). Though Ahaz sent for aid to Assyria 
against the inroads of the Edomites and Philistines, he was not 
really helped by it, because the alliance was oppressive and 
costly. In his distress he did not turn to the Lord, but intro- 
duced the worship of the Syrian gods to his ruin, destroyed the 
holy vessels of the temple in his infatuation, and filled the city 
with heathen altars. After death he was not buried in the place 
of royal sepulture (16-27). 

The twenty-ninth chapter records the accession of Ilezekiah, 
who began his reign with opening and repairing the doors of 
the temple, and exhorting the priests and Lovites to sanctify 
themselves and cleanse the house of the Lord. Hence they set 
about the work with vigour; removed the rubbish that had 
collected within the sacred building, and put the furniture in 
order. When all was ready, the king set about the re-dedica- 
tion of the temple, and the restoration of its worship in an im- 
posing form. In the presence of the rulers of the city, he 
offer^ a great sacrifice of bullocks, rams, lambs, and he- goats, 
as a sin-offering tor Judah. When the burnt-offering tegan, 
the praises of Jehovah commenced with the trumpets and in- 
struments appointed by David. At the end of this offering, the 
king and all present &)wed themselves and worshipped (1-29) 
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It is then said that into the newly-dedicated temple the congre- 
gation^ at the king’s command, brought numerous thank-offerings 
and burnt-offerings, so that the priests were too few ; and their 
brethren the Lcvites, who were more zealous than the priests, 
helped them till the work was finished (30-36). 

The next thing proposed by Hezeluah was the celebration 
of the passover. The king and his princes sent letters 
throughout all Israel and Judah, inviting the people to come to 
Jerusalem to attend the ceremony. In his own kingdom of 
Judah, the proposal was joyfully received ; among the northern 
tribes, it was for the most part treated with &rision. The 
assembly, having first destroyed the idolatrous altars which 
had been erected by Ahaz, proceeded to keep the feast. But so 
imperfect was the celebration, that the priests and Levites were 
ashamed ; for they were killing the passover on the fourteenth 
day of the second month instead of the first ; many in the 
congregation were not sanctified ; and many of the tribes of 
Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zcbulun had not purified 
themselves. Hczckiah offered a prayer for forgiveness ; and 
God healed the people of the sickness inflicted on them for 
their irregularity. Seven days the feast was kept with great 
gladness, the priests and Lcvites daily praising Jehovah vnth 
instruments ; and they resolved to keep other seven days. 
After Hezekiah and the princes gave the congregation rich 
presents of bullocks and sheep for sacrificial feasting, they de- 
termined to remain together seven days longer and rejoice 
(xxxi. 1-27). In consequence of this solemnity, the zeal of the 
people shewed itself in destroying the high places and images of 
idolatry, both in the southern and northern kingdoms (xxxi. 1). 
The king reappointed the courses of the priests and Levites, and 
settled what proportions of the contributions for the public 
sacrifices and for the maintenance of the priests and Levites 
were to be funiished by himself and by the people of Jerusalem, 
A liberal contribution of offerings an^ tithes was made for four 
months, and the amassed stores were laid up in chambers be- 
longing to the temple, in the custody of suitable overseers ; 
while others were appointed to distribute their proper portions 
to the priests and Levites and their families at Jerusalem, and 
in the Levitical cities (xxxi. 2-21). 

The thirty-second chapter refers to Sennacherib’s invasion of 
Judah. Measures were taken against the enemy by Hezekiah 
and his nobles, in cutting off the supplies of water, repairing 
the walls and towers of the city, arming and encouraging the 
garrison (1-8). While Sennacherib remained at Lachish and 
all his army with him, he sent a blarohemous message and 
letters, for which cause Hezekiah and I^iah cried to heaven* 
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The Lord sent an angel who cut off all the mighty men pf the 
Assyrians and saved Jerusalem. Sennacherib on his return was 
assassinated by his own sons (9-23). After this Hezekiah 
became sick, and prayed to God, who gave him a sign of re- 
covery. But he became proud, was punished, and humbled 
himself. The chapter concludes with a brief description of 
his wealth and honour, his buildings, prosperity and death 
(24-33). 

The thirty-third chapter commences with the reign of Ma- 
nasseh, Hezekiah ’s son. He did what was evil in the sight of 
the Lord, set up idolatry in the kingdom, and would not hearken 
to the divine admonitions of the prophets (1-10). For this 
he was punished by the Assyrians, who carried him away cap- 
tive to Babylon, where however he repented, and was restored 
to his throne (11-13). After his return he improved the forti- 
hcations of the metropolis, put captains of war in all the fenced 
cities of Judah, removed from the temple and from Jerusalem 
the statues and altars of false gods, repaired the altar of Jehovah 
and sacrificed on it (14-17). With a brief recapitulation of 
these events of his reign and his death, the record closes (18-20). 
The reign of his son Amon is very summarily described. He 
lived wickedly, encouraged idolatry, and was slain by his own 
servants. His son Josiah succeeded him (21-25). 

The thirth-fourth chapter relates to the reign of Josiah, who 
began early to seek after God, and to signalise his pious zeal by 
rooting out idolatry from Judah and Jerusalem. His measures 
of reform were even carried into the cities of Manasseh, 
Ephraim, )Simeoi}, as far as Naphtali (1-7). After this he gave 
oixlers respecting the repair of the temple ; and in the prelimi- 
nary steps taken to carry them into effect, Hilkiah discovered 
the book of the law in the temple, which was read to the king 
by Shaphan. The king therefore sent a message to Huldah 
the prophetess, who foretold the destruction of Jerusalem, but 
not in the days of Josiah himself (8-28). He caused the book 
to be read in a solemn assembly, at which the covenant of 
obedience to Jehovah by himself and his people was renewed 
(29-32). 

The thirty-fifth chapter describes that memorable passover in 
Jerusalem which was kept in the eighteenth year of Josiah. 
The king and his princes, with nine persons, three of them 
rulers of the house of God, and six, chiefs of the Levites, gave 
very liberal presents to the people, priests and Levites (1-19). 
When Necho king of Egypt afterwards came up to fight at 
Carchemish with the Medes and Babylonians, in company with 
the king of Assyria, Josiah went out against him, and would not 
be dissuaded by an embassy from such alliance. Though he 
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took the held in disguise he was mortally wounded by an arrow ; 
and having been removed out of his war-chaiiol into another, 
was conveyed to Jerusalem where he died greatly lamented 
(20-27). 

The short reign of Jehoahaz, son of Josiah, is briefly de- 
scribed. The king of Egypt removed him from the throne, put 
the land under tribute, and made Eliakim his brother king in 
his stead, changing his name to Jehoiakim (xxxvi. 1-4). Je- 
hoiakim reigned badly ; the king of Babylon came up against 
him, bound him in fetters, and carried him away. Nebuchad- 
nezzar also took away the vessels out of the temple, to his 
temple at Babylon (5-8). lie was succeeded by Jehoiachin his 
son, who was also transported to Babylon with the vessels of the 
temple ; Nebuchadnezzar making Zedekiah his brother, or rather 
uncle, king over Judah and Jerusalem (9, 10). He also acted 
wickedly, disobeyed Jeremiah the prophet, and rebelled against 
Nebuchadnezzar. The chief of the priests and the people also 
acted idolatrously and polluted the house of God. They would 
not listen to the divine admonitions of the prophets, but pro- 
voked the Most High. In consequence of the national sins, 
Jerusalem was wholly destroyed by the Chaldeans (11-21). The 
book closes with a short refcrence to the proclamation of Cyrus 
^22, 23). 

III. Sources. — The following documents are referred to by 
the compiler himself. 

1. The book of Samuel the seer, and the book of Nathan the 
prophet, and the book of Gad the seer (1 Chron. xxix. 29), for 
the history of David. 

2. The book of Nathan the prophet, the prophecy of Ahijah 
the Shilonite, and the visions of Iddo the seer against Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat (2 Chron. ix. 29), for the history of Solomon. 

3. The book of Shemaiah the prophet and of Iddo the seer 
(2 Chron. xii. 15), for the history of lichoboam. 

4. The book of Jehu the son of Ilanani transferred into the 
book of the kings of Israel (2 Chron. xx. 34), for the history of 
Jehoshaphat. 

5. The story (Midrash) of the book of the kings (2 Chron. 
xxiv. 27), for tho history of Joash. 

6. A work of Isaiah the prophet respecting Uzziah (2 Chron. 
xxvi. 22). 

7. Tho vision of Isaiah the prophet (2 Chron. xxxii. 32), for 
the history of Hezekiah. 

8. Tho book of the kings of Israel (2 Chron. xxxiii. 18), for 
the history of Manasseh. 

9. The saying of the seers (Hosai) in 2 Chron. xxxiii. 19, for 
the history of Manasseh. * 
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10. The book of the kings of Judah and Israel (2 Chron. 
xyL 11 ; XXV. 26 ; xxviii. 26), for the histories of Asa, Amaziah, 
and Ahaz. 

11. The book of the kin^ of Israel and Judah (2 Chron. 
xxvii. 7 ; xxxv. 27 ; xxxvi. 8), for the histories of Jotham, 
Josiah, and Jehoiakim. 

12. The story (Midrash) of the prophet Iddo (2 Chron. xiii. 
22), for the history of Abijah. 

In relation to i^os. 4, 8, 10, 11 (the book of the kings of 
Israel) it is observable that all relate to one and the same docu- 
ment. A large work is quoted or referred to under these 
different names. It consisted of two leading divisions, the one 
relating to the kings of Judah, the other to those of Israel, each 
of which is quoted singly in the book of Kings, either as the 
hook of the kings of Judah, or the hook of the kings of Israel. In 
the Chronicles both arc appealed to as a whole. As to No. 5, 
Keil thinks' that it refers to the same hook of the kings of Judah 
and Israel, because the history of Joash for whieh the Chronicles 
refer to the Midrash of the hook of the kings (No. 6) agrees as 
much with 2 Kings xi. and xii. as the history of those kings 
where the Chronicles apiKjal to the book of the kings of Judah 
and Israel, and the books of Kings to the chronicles of the 
kingdoms of Israel and Judah, harmonises in the two canonical 
works. This is plausible. Bleek’s opinion coincides with it. 
The expression may be taken as equivalent to the 

simple as it is on the supposition of the assumed identity 

of No. 5 and 10, 11, 8, 4. Thenius and Bertheau, however, 
imderstand EHnO to mean an explanation ; in which case the 
sense of No. 5 will be, an explanatory document, which the com- 
piler of Chronicles occasionally employed. The word ^lidrash 
is however obscure, and Ewald takes it in 2 Chron. xiii. 22, the 
only other place where it occurs in the Old Testament, in the 
sense of essay, tvriling!^ ^^Tiy it should be here prefixed to 
on the assumption that both are tantamount to it is hard 
to conceive, unless it were designedly used to denote something 
else, especially as it is a rare word. Others have conjectured 
that the book of Kings in the title refers to the canonical kings ; 
and that the production so called proceeded from a waiter after 
the canonical work of Kings was known and circulated, w'ho, 
feeling its unsatisfactory nature in part, collected together 
various things belonging to the kingly period into a document 
which he called Midrash sepher Melachim, This is doubtful. 

In relation to 1, 2, 3, 4 (the book of Jehu the son of Hanani), 

* Einleitniig, p. 436, second edition. 

* Oeechichtc aes Volkes Itjracl, vol. i. p. 296. 
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6, 7, 9, 12, the question is whether they were distinct docu- 
ments, or sections of the work designated as the book of the kmgs 
of lerael and Judah. That they were prophetic productions is 
obvious, and that the latter was historic^ is also clear. Hence 
their distinctness of character might appear to lead to the 
conclusion that they were independent documents. But it does 
not necessarily follow that they were separate. It is expressly 
said of No. 4, that it had been taken into the book of the kings 
of Israel ; and of No. 7, that it was in the book of the kings of 
Judah and Israel. Thus two at least of the prophetic writings 
belonged to the large historical work. What then is to be said 
of the remaining ones ? The fact of their not being noted in 
the way of these two seems to indicate their independent nature. 
In No. 9 we take the word ^|in not as the plural meaning seers y 
which was perhaps at first D'tHn the seers, but as a proper 
name. If the word in No. 3 means belonging to the 

genealogical list, and so refers to the place where the words of 
Shemaiah and Iddo were to be found, the opinion respecting 
the prophetic monographs that they formed a part of the large 
historical work would be corroborated. But it is very difficult 
to tell what it signifies. Our translators seem to have come as 
near its signification as any critic who has since attempted to 
explain it. Berthoau^ conjectures that in the history of Reho- 
boam contained in the l>ook of Kings there were copious 
accounts of the mce of David ; and that the section in which 
particulai's respecting Rehoboam and the prophets Shemaiah 
and Iddo stood, began with a genealogical list. This is more 
than doubtful. The manner in which the document is referred 
to appears to us to shew that it was not incorporated into the 
large historical composition ; for in 2 Chron. xxxiii. 18, the 
bom of the Jungs of Israel is referred to for the history of 
Manassch ; whereas " for tJte same Jung, the sayings of the seers 
(No. 9) arc appealed to in tfho next rerse. Surely therefore 
Nos. 8 and 9 were not identical, nor w^as the latter a part of the 
former. In No. G the citation is peculiar : The rest of the 
acts of Uzziah, first and last, did Isaiah the prophet, the son of 
Amoz, write (2 Chron. xxvi. 22). One is inclined to believe 
that the monograph of Isaiah was single and independent, 
especially as it is not found either in Isaiah’s prophecies in the 
canon, or in the historical appendix Is. xxxvi.-xxxix. No. 12, 
viz., a Midnish of the prophet Iddo, seems to have contained 
an explanation of a section of the large work termed the prophet 
Iddo. 

On the whole it is more probable that the prophetic docu- 
} Dio Bucher dor Chrooik, Einleitung, p. ] 
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ments alluded to in Nos. 1, 2, 3, 6, 9, existed as separate 
mono^raplis, than that they were incorporated with the large 
historical work, tl^e books of the kings of Israel and Judah, which 
grew to its full dimensions — and these must have been con- 
siderable— out of memoranda committed to writing in different 
reigns, memoranda relating to public affairs. Kecords of con- 
temporaries or of persons who lived soon after the occurreuces 
described, contributed to make up the body of the work. The 
prophets themselves wrote some things. Doubtless also the 
official annals of the kingdoms of Judah and Israel were used. 
Indeed the latter formed the basis or groundwork of the docu- 
ment. It contained a history of Israel from David to Jehoia- 
kim for the southern kingdom ; and that of the northern king- 
dom to its close. 

In speaking of Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, as prophetic documents, 
it is implied that they were written by prophets. Thus when 
reference is made for a more copious account of David’s acts to 
“ the book of Samuel tlie seer, and the book of Nathan the 
prophet, and the book of Gad the seer” (No. 1), we must sup- 
pose that these prophets wrote separate but incomplete accounts 
of David’s life. In like manner, when for the whole history of 
Solomcm are cited the book of Nathan the prophet, the prophecy 
of Ahijah the Shilonite, and the visions of Iddo the seer respect- 
ing Rehoboam (No. 2), various monographs are meant which 
were written by Nathan, Ahijah, and Iddo. In the same way 
the other Nos. should be understood. Ilut Bertheau denies that 
the productions referred to were written by prophets, thinking 
them certain sections in the large historical work which, while 
relating to the times of individual kings, described the actions 
and influence of the prophets in question. He is obliged to except 
No. 6. He mentions, however, as corroborative of his own 
hypothesis one fact, viz., the uniformity of the discourses attri- 
buted to the prophets in the ’Chronicles ; shewing, in his 
opinion, that they did not themselves commit to writing the 
principal transactions of their lives, or at least, if they did, the 
^counts have not their original form in the Chronicles. Judg- 
ing from the way in which the Chronicle- writer employs his 
sources elsewhere, it is improbable that he elaborated the ad- 
dresses of the prophets into their present form. They must have 
had their shape in the documents employed by him ; and if 
such be the case, the great likeness between them is adverse to 
the view of their proceeding from the prophets themselves 
(comp. 2 Chron. xii. 5, 7, etc. ; xv. 2-7 ; xx. 15-17 ; xxiv. 20, 22 ; 
XXV 15, etc. ; xxviii. 9, 11 ; xxxiv. 24-26). Such is the 
reasoning of Bertheau,^ which, however, does not affect our 
* Die Bticher der Chronik, Einloit. pp. xxxix. xl. 
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view, because we do not suppose that the prophets recorded 
their own discourses in the monographs referred to. They wrote 
events in the lives of kings, rather than their own biographies. 
And there is nothing against the view, that the form of the 
prophetic discourses was altered in the progress of time. 

We suppose that the compiler of Kings and the author of 
Chronicles used the same work, each taking from it according to 
his own plan. This is confirmed by the ration between nume- 
rous sections in the Chronicles and Kings, which agree almost 
verbatim. Thenius indeed argues from the difference of names, 
the book of the chronicles D'Jjjn (quoted in Kings) and the 

book of the kings of Judah and Israel (quoted in Chronicles) 
that they were not identical. But no weight attaches to the 
mere appellation ; and it is obscrvnblc, that the compiler of 
Kings refers to the book of the chronicles of the kings of Jiuiah 
in places corresponding to those in Chronicles where allusion is 
made to prophetical sections belonging to the hook of the kings 
of Judah and Israel. We arrange the sources thus. 

A common source. 

The hook of the kings of Judah and Israel (Chronicles); or, 
the hook of the chronicles of Judah (Kings). 

The hook of Kings, The hook of Chronicles, 

In addition to the sources described, the compiler must have had 
others. Thus the lists of David’s heroes (xi. 10-47 ), of those 
who came to him at Ziklag (xii. 1-22) ; of the captains, princes of 
the tribes, and officers of l>a^^d’8 household (xxvii.), the number 
and distribution of the Lovites, and the minute information given 
respecting divine worship (xxiii.-xxvi.) must have been derived 
from written sources not included in the oft-quoted book of the 
kings of Israel and Judah, From the words of 1 Chron. xxvii. 24, 
“ Joab began to number but he finished not, because there fell 
wrath for it against Israel ; neither was the number put in the 
account of the chronicles of king David it would appear that 
the lists given in xxiii. -xxvii. were taken from these chronicles or 
journals. Nothing is known farther about the nature of this 
document ; though Dr. Lee finds more of it iii 1 Chron. xxiii. 
27, by the last words of David the Levites were numbered from 
twenty years old and above,” compared with xxiv. 6, “ Shemaiah 
the son of Nethaneel the scribe, one of the Levites, wrote them 
before the king and the princes,’^ etc.^ But that critic is to- 
tally in error in thinking that Shemaiah was the author of the 
document referred to as ike chronicles of David, It is simply 

Inspiration of Holy Scripture, etc. Appendix D. p. 411, ed. New York, 
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meant that Shemaiah wrote the names for the purpose of 
Hie lot. 

Some documents are mentioned by the compiler which he did 
not u$e as sources. Thus a writing of Elijah addressed to 
Jehoram is spoken of in 2 Chron. xxi. 12 ; and a collection of 
lamentations in which was an elegy composed by Jeremiah on 
Josiah’s death (2 Chron. xxxv. 25). 

In 1 Chron. i.-ix. we have only a few references to the ori^ 
of the genealogical lists. Thus ix. 1 it is said that the genedo- 
gies of the northern tribes were written in the book of the kinge 
of Israel and Judah, of which wo have spoken already. In 

1 Chron. xxvii. 24 and Nehem. xii. 23 it is mentioned that the 
numbers and musters were put in the chronicles of king David, 
In Nehem. vii. 5 it is stated that Nehemiah found a register of 
the genealogy of those families that returned from exile with 
Zerubbabel. To this register, or the collection of registers 
among which it was found, it is likely that the Chronicle-writer 
refers in 1 Chron. iv. 33 ; v. 1, 7, 17 ; vii. 2, 7, 9, 40. Through- 
out most of this first part, the compiler relied on registers or 
lists, which he carefully followed. 11 ut his information respect- 
ing them is not definite. And it may bo doubted whether they 
were complete and perfect in their details. 

rV. The books of Samuel and Kings among the Chro- 
nicler’s SOURCES. — Were our present books of Samuel and 
Kings among the sources whence the Chronicle- writer drew P 

This question is answered by De Wette and Movers in the 
afllrmative, by others in the negative. The former critic ad- 
duces three arguments in favour of the hypothesis that the 
parallel accounts were derived from the earlier books. ^ 

1. The natural connexion in which the earlier accounts stand 
with those omitted in Chronicles (comp. 1 Sam. xxxi. with 
xviii.'xxx. ; 2 Sam. v. 1 with ii. 1 ; 2 Sam. v. 13 with iii. 2-5 ; 

2 Sam. vi. 16 with 20-22; 2 Sam. xi. 1, xii. 30, etc., with the 
intervening portion. 1 Kings x. 26-29 (= 2 Chron. ix. 26) 
with 1 Kings iv. 1, etc. ; v 2, etc. ; 1 Kings ix. 10 (= 2 Chron. 
viii. 1) with vii. 1-12; 1 Kings xii. 16 (= 2 Chron. x. 16) 
with 1 Slings xi; 29, etc ). 

This argument docs not appear to us a valid one. It is true 
that a natural connexion between the different parts of the nar- 
ratives contained in the earlier books is oftener presented than 
in the Chronicles ; but that fact does not shew the frequent 
want of a natural connexion in the latter to have originated in 
its extraction of materials from Samuel and Kings. The more 
fragmentary character of the Chronicle- writing has arisen from 
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the inferior historical skill of the author. Supposing that both 
had other written sources, identical either wholly or in part, as 
we know they had, it is not improbable that the Chronicle- writer 
made excerpts from them, less connected than his predecessors, 
either because he was careless about giving well-connected des- 
criptions, or because he wanted the capacity to do so. We are 
not ignorant of the fact that the Ghronist occasionally refers to 
things which are not in his own work, but in the books of 
KinM ; as in 2 Chron. x. 15, where he speaks of the prophecy 
of ^ijah the Shilonite (in 1 Kings xi. 30, etc.) and in 2 Chron. 
viii. 1 (comp. 1 Kings ix. 1), where he refers to 1 Sings vii. 1, 
etc. ; but th^se phenomena do not prove the dependence of the 
Chronicles on the books of Kings, because such references to 
occurrences that are not describe either in the Chronicles or 
Kings appear elsewhere, as in 2 Chron. xxxv. 3, where the 
existence of the ark of the covenant in the time of Josiah is 
presupposed. 

2. Another argument is the originality of the accounts con- 
tained in Samuel and Kings compared with those of the Chro- 
nicles. This is a questionable assertion as stated broadly and 
without limitation. In many cases the materials presented in 
Kings and Samuel are in a state nearer the original than the 
same in Chronicles. In some the reverse is the fact. Both 
are extracts from more copious annals ; and the higher age of 
the books of Samuel and Kings so far favours their higher claim 
to originality. But the difference observable in this respect 
may be owing chiefly to the persons who compiled the respective 
histories, and the different objects they had in view. 

An example of the greater originality of Chronicles in some 

E laces is the account of Solomon’s address to the people before 
is prayer at the dedication of the temple (2 Chron. vi. 3-11) 
compared with 1 Kings viii. 14-21. Examples of the reverse 
are however commoner; as in 2 Chron. viii. 1, 2, compared 
with 1 Kings ix. 10-14, where in consequence of the influence 
of later views respecting Solomon’s greatness, instead of Hiram’s 
sending not only materials for buildhng the temple but also gold 
and receiving from Solomon twenty villages in the neighbour- 
hood of Tyre or the surrounding province, we read merely of 
cities restored by Solomon to Hiram. 

3. The certainty that the Chronist must have known the 
earlier books. This is a sound argument, which Havemick has 
not answered, as we shall presently see. Denying the validity 
of all these considerations, Havemick' and Keil* adduce some 
positive grounds against the hypothesis, that the books of 
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Kings and Samuel were used as sources by the Chronicle* 
writer, 

1. The circumstance that both narratives agree with one 
another^ and have parallel sections only when l^ih cite their 
sources. 

But no more than fifteen verses appear after the last citation 
of sources in the Chronicles, in which the destruction of the 
Jewish state is described in very brief terms, because the writer 
was unwilling to dwell upon melancholy pictures. It is not at 
all improbable that he may have employed the Kings up to this 
time and not after, because he could not otherwise have attained 
to the extreme brevity he wushed. 

2. The different arrangement of materials in both works. 

No weight attaches to this argument. All the difference of 
arrangement that exists is not great, and is sufficiently explained 
by the use of other sources in addition, and the independence of 
the writer. 

3. The many historical additions which the Chronicles have 
in the parallel sections. These also are accounted for as the last. 

4. The apparent contradictions in the parallel relations. 

These are explained by the use of other sources besides, on 

which the writer may have sometimes relied more than on the 
accounts in Kings. The compilers of the historical books were 
not solicitous about producing a well-connected, consistent ac- 
count of things, which should be in perfect harmony with other 
works. 

Thus the considerations produced by Keil arc singularly 
wanting in validity. Although we cannot subscribe to all the 
arguments of De Wette in favour of the use of Kings bv 
the Chronicle- writer, we must believe his view to be correct. If 
the books of Kings existed for a considerable time before our 
author wrote, he must hare knowm them. It is admitted that 
ho knew and used Genesis in ch. i.-ii. 2. It is also allowed 
that other 0. T. historical books were in existence. lie collated 
earlier historical works not canonical^ as is also conceded, because 
he repeatedly refers to them. If then he knew the canonical 
books, as we presume he did, why should it be thought that he 
abstained from using them ? They would have facilitated his 
labour. The critics who suppose him to have ignored the 
canonical histories and to have relied solely on others^ appear to 
us to disparage the former. All the probabilities favour the 
opinion that he had before him the older historical books now 
in the canon. It is true he does not cite them ; but that is not 
weighty against their use, because he refers to his sources not ah 
vouchers for the credibility of his narratives, but as containing 
more copious information than he supplies. If he took from 
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the books of Kings what seemed ip his purpose, he would 
scarcely refer Xo them for fuller information, because they too 
were extracted from sources which he posses^, and were little 
more than an abridgment, like his own work. But the most 
convincing proof that he both knew and used the books of 
Samuel and Kings is furnished by parallels that are frequently 
verbal. Thus in 2 Chron. i. 14-17 there is a paragraph almost 
verbally coinciding with 1 Kings x. 26-29. 1 Chron. xvii. and 

xviii. are in many places verbally parallel with 2 Sam. vii. and 
viii. Comp, also 1 Chron. xix. 1-xx. 1 with 2 Sam. x.-xi. I ; 
2 Chon. X. 1-xi. 4 with 1 Kings xii. 1-24 ; 2 Chron. xv. 16-18 
with 1 Kings xv. 13-15 ; xxv. 1-4, 17-28 with 2 Kings xiv. 
1-6, 8-20 ; xxxiii. 1-9 with 2 Kings xxi. 1-9 ; xxxiii. 21-25 
with 2 Kings xxi. 19-26. The deviations are often the best 
index of the author’s use of the earlier books, because they are 
of a nature to shew design. Thus in 1 Kings xii. 7, where 
we read that the old men advised Rchoboam in these words, “ if 
thou icilt he a servant unto this people this day, and icilt serve 
them and answer them, and speak good words to them,’’ etc., 
the Chronist represents them as saying “ if thou be kind to this 
people, and please them, and speak good w^ords to them,” etc., 
altering the terms expressive of the king being a servant to his 
people, because they seemed unsuitable to royal dignity (2 Chron. 
X. 7). It will be shewn hereafter, that the Chronicle-writer has 
often changed expressions and phrases in order to make the 
sense clearer. And in one instance at least, he has resolved 
Tarshish-s/iips, HVJK (1 Kings xxii. 49) into ships to go 

to Tarshish (2 Chron. xx. 36), incorrectly. 

We can also shew where an extract or abridgment is given ; as 
in 2 Chron. xxxiv. 7 taken from 2 Kings xxiii. 4-20, the ter- 
mination in both being identical. lie also felt the difficulty 
involved in the statement of 2 Sam. xxiv. 9 viz., “the men of 
Judah were five hundred thousand men” (which the writer 
believed to include Levi and Benjamin, though erroneously, 
because in the time of David Judah, as distinguished from 
Israel, could only mean the tribe itself) and endeavoured to 
avoid it by the statement, “ Levi and Benjamin counted he not 
among them : for the king’s word was abominable to Joab ; ” 
not perceiving that the remark was inappropriate, betraying 
nothi]^ but his own remoteness from the time of David. 

V. Examination of 1 Chron. i.~ix. — The first part, 1 Chron. 
i.-ix., contains genealogical and statistical registers, some of 
them occurring in other historical books of the Old Testament; 
some containing single names appearing in canonical books else- 
where, along with a number of new ones ; others entirely pecu- 
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liar to the Chronicles. Thus the genealogies in ch. i.-«. ^ 
relating to the ante-mosaic period are all contained Imk 

of Genesis, though they are here compressed, os the following 
table will shew : — 


(a) 1 Chron. i. 1-4, from Gen. v. 

„ i. 5-23, from Gen. x. 2-4, 6-8, 13-18, 22-29. 

„ i. 24-27, from Gen. li. 10-26. 

„ i. 29-33, from. Gen. mv. 12-16, 1-4. 

„ i. 35-54, from Gen. xxxvi. 10-43. 

„ ii, 1, 2, from Gen. xxivi. 23-26, and xlvi. 8, etc. 


It is apparent that although these registers of descent are 
found in Genesis Buhstantially^ they are not there verbally \ but 
have been taken by the Chronicle-writer and abbreviated as 
much as possible. The abridgment consists in tlie omission of 
connecting words between the links of the register, such as 
P or '33 mi or son8y and the want of such members between 
the proper names as serve to shew the right relation between 
the latter (comp. i. 24-27). Few historical notices also are 
retained, such as are attached to individuals in Genesis, ex. gr. 
the remarks respecting Enoch (v. 24), Nimrod (x. 9-12), etc. 

Again, a number of names and families met with in earlier 
historical books occur in Chronicles in a different genealogical 
connection, or at the head of longer lists peculiar to our books. 


(5) 1 Chron. ii. 3, etc. — The sons of Judah — Gen. xxxviii. 

„ ii. 6 — The sons of Pharez — Gen. xlvi. 12. 

„ ii. 10-12 — ITie ancestors of David — liuth iv. 19-22. 

„ ii. 13-17 — Dand's brethren — 1 Sam. xvi. 6, etc. 

„ iii. 1-9 — Tlie sons of David, both those bom in Ilebron and in 
Jcmsalem — 2 Sam. iii. 2-6 ; v. 11-16. 

„ iii. 10, 16 — Kinpfs of the race of David — Tl»c books of Kin^. 

„ iv, 24-~Tlie sons of Simeon—Gen. xlvi. 10; Ex. vi. 15; Num. 
xxvi. 12, 13. 

„ iv. 28-32 — The dwelling places of the Simoonites — Josh. xix. 2-7. 

„ V. 3— The sons of Reuben — Gen. xlvi. 9 ; Ex. vi. 14 ; Nura. xxvi. 6. 

„ V. 27-29 — The sons of I^en — Gen. xln. 1 1 ; Ex. vi. 18, 23 ; xxviii. 1 . 

„ vi. 2-4 — The sons of T^evi — Ex. vi. 17-19. 

„ vi. 39-66 — Tiic dwelling places of the I^evites — Josh. xxi. 10-39. 

„ vii. 1 — The sons of Issachar — Gen. xUi. 13; Xum. xxvi. 23, etc. 

„ vii. 6 — The sons of Benjamin— Gen. xlvi. 21 ; Num. xxvi. 38, etc. 

„ vii. 13 — The sons of Nuphtali — Gen. xlvi. 24 ; Num. xxvi. 48, etc. 

„ vii. 14-19 — The sons of Manasseh — Num. xxvi. 29, etc. 

„ vii. 20, etc. — The sons of Ephraim — Num. xxvi. 34-38. 

„ vii. 30, etc. — The sons of Asher — Gen. xlvi. 17 ; Num. xxvi. 44, etc. 

„ viii. 1-5 — The sons of Benjamin — Gen. xlvi. 21 ; Nura. xxvi. 38, etc. 

” £*35-44^) descendants of Saul — 1 Sam. ix. 1 ; xiv. 49-61. 

There are many diflSculties in this genealogical part, which 
cannot be resolved from want of data to guide us. The most 
obvious are these : ii. 6, “ The sons of Zerah ; Zimri, and Ethan, 
and Heman, and Oalcol, and Dara : five of them in all.'' But 
in 1 Kings v. 11, we find^ Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, 
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and Chalool, and Dardsi the sens of MahoL^' Here Dora and 
l>arda may be remrded as the same name ; a letter being leiPt 
out of the one iraich appears in the other. In the one place 
these persons are called the sons of Zerah ; in the other^ of 
MahoL It is wholly improbable that different persons are 
intended in Chronicles and Kings. The similai^ is too great 
for this assumption. The names of Ethan and Ef^an appear 
elsewhere as famous singers in the time of David. They be- 
longed to the tribe of Levi; whereas the Ethan and Heman here 
mentioned belonged to that of Judah. In 1 Kings v. 11^ the 
title Ezrahite applied to Ethan may mean that hd* was son of 
Zerah, The difficulty which we cannot remove is, that in the 
one passage Mdhol is the father, in the other Zerah, 

In ii. 49, we read that the daughter of Caleb was Achsa, and 
in verse 50 that Caleb was the son of Hur. In verse 9 Chelubai 
appears as the son of Hezron, while in verse 18 he is called 
Caleb the son of Hezron. It is tolerably clear that Caleb and 
Chelubai are merely different forms of the same name belonging 
to the same person. Were there two Calebs ; one the son of 
Jephunneh, who belonged to Joshua’s time; the other son of 
Hezron here described ? For the reasons advanced by Bertheau, 
we think not. Yet we take the term son in its proper sense, 
not in the loose way he understands it. Different persons are 
assigned as the father here and in Joshua. 

In iii. 15, among the four sons of Josiah Shallum is men- 
tioned as the fourth^ who is the same person as Jehoahaz, the 
successor of his father on the throne of Judah. It is evident 
that the order in this place is not that of age, and therefore 
there is no mistake as some have supposed. 

In iii. 19, Zerubbabel is given as tne son of Pedaiah. But in 
Ezra iii. 2, 8 ; v. 2 ; Hag. i. 1, 14 ; ii. 2 ; Neh. xii. I, he is 
called the son of Shealtiel or Salathiel. Here Movers^ and Ha- 
vemick* resort to the assumption that Shealtiel dying childless, 
his brother Pedaiah married his widow and be^t Zerubbabel, 
who was in this case the legal son of Shealtiel. But it is by no 
means certain that Pedaiah was brother of Salathiel. The lan- 
guage of 1 Chron. iii. 17-19 may with equal, or even greater, 
profiibility imply that Salathiel was son of Jeconiah ; in which 
case he was the brother not the eon of Assir, and uncle of Sala- 
thiel. In any case the remedy proposed for saving the credi- 
bility of the 6hronist is artificial. The same may be said of the 
assumption that by the son of Pedaiah is meant an older 
Zerubbabel, the parenthetic words “ Salathiel his son” (ver. 17) 
referring to the well known Zerubbabel, in which case the 
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Chronicle- writer as the pompiler of Ezra's book is not incon- 
sistent with himself; and among the eight children of ^rub- 
babel mentioned in verses 19, 20, neither Abiud (Matt. i. 13), 
nor Ehesa (Luke iii. 27) nor Joakim (Esdras v. 5) is given 
as son of Zerubbabel, because the three belonged to the 
younger person of that name. But it is vain to look for perfect 
consistency in the Chronicle-writer ; and the omission of th^ 
three sons (if they were such) of Zerubbabel can be satisfactorily 
accounted for. Identifying, therefore, the Zerubbabel of Chron- 
icles with him spoken of in Ilaggai, Ezra, and Nchcmiah, we 
give the preference to the latter authorities, which make him 
son of Shealtiel. In vi. 7 the name Amminadab as one of the 
sons of Kohath is singular ; for in Ex. vi. 21, and afterwards in 
verse 21 of this sixth chapter we find Izhar instead. It is 
hazardous to assume that the two names refer to one and the 
same person. Bcrthcau allows that there is a mistake here. 

In 1 Chron. vi. 61 it is stated that ten cities were given by 
Lot to the sons of Kohath out of tlie half tribe of Manasseh. 
This contradicts Josh. xxi. 20-20 where we sec that some of the 
ten cities were in the territories of Ephraim and Dan. It is 
said indeed in the sixt 3 "-sixth and following verses that the sons 
of Kohath had cities out of the tribe of Ephraim, but here the 
entire number is 8 instead of 10. Besides, Gezer and Shecliem 
were not cities of refuge, as stated. 

Timna in i. 36 is represented as a son of Eliphaz ; but in Gen. 
XXX vi. 12 as his concubine. Bertheau explains the existence of 
Timna in the verse by the circumstance tliat the Chronicle- 
writer, wishing to throw light upon the accounts in Genesis re- 
garding Timna Eliphaz’s concubine and the mother of Amalek, 
and to explain the connexion between the two race.s of Timna 
and Amalek on the one hand, and the five other races of 
Amalek on the other, counted her in a line with these races 
among the sons of Eliphaz. This explanation is far-fetched and 
unnatural. 

In 1 Chron. ix. 35-44 we have a duplicate of viii. 29, 40 with 
a few deviations, viz., Jehiel, Ner, and Mikloth arc wanting in 
viii. 29, 31 ; Shimeam is Shimeah (viii. 32), and Ahaz in viii, 
35 is omitted in ix. 41. For Jehoadah and Kapha in viii. 36, 
37 we have Javah and llephaiah in ix. 42, 43. At ix. 44 the 
two verses viii. 39, 40 are omitted. 

(c) Lists which are peculiar to Chronicles are found among 
the chapters referred to in (6), as ii. 18-53 ; iii. 16-24 , iv. 2-23, 
34-43 ; V. 1-26, 33 36-; vi. 1-34. It will be seen that these are 
more numerous than such as are commonly admitted to have 
been taken from the older biblical books. Because they are not 
found elsewhere it is unnecessary to view them with suspicion, 
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or to consider them the arbitrary addition and fabrication of the 
writer himself, as Gramberg does. 

Whence were the names in (a) taken P There is little doubt 
that Genesis was the source. But the form here is different, 
and therefore it may be asked, Did the compiler of Chronicles 
derive the accounts immediately from Genesis, or did he take 
them from some other historical work in which they had already 
got their present form ? We believe that he borrowed them at 
once from Genesis, abridging and contracting them according to 
the object he had in view. 

Whence were the genealogies in (h) and (c) taken ? In con- 
sequence of their characteristic nature, they must have been 
borrowed from other sources than the historical books of the Old 
Testament. The Pentateuch, Joshua, Samuel and Kin^ could 
not have furnished them ; for they liavc a better connexion and 
are more complete than the fragmentary genealogies in those 
books with which they coincide. The differences are too great 
to admit of their derivation from the canonical writings. They 
must therefore have been compiled from old genealogical and 
topographical lists existing among the author’s contemporaries. 
This is plainly intimated by himself in various places. 

On comparing the different notices with one another, it will 
be found that the names vary very much. Various causes con- 
tributed to this result, one consisting in the mistakes of tran- 
scribers. Tradition had also varied in progress of time, and the 
genealogies varied accordingly. 

Great difficulty arises as to the original relation between 
1 Chron. ix. 1-34 with Neh. xi. 3-36. Three points require 
to be investigated, viz., whether the one genealogy was derived 
from the other ; whether they were taken independently from 
a common source ; and to what time they refer. We begin 
with the last, because that determines the other two, or rather 
obviates their discussion. 

It is apparent that Neh. xi. gives a list of the principal in- 
habitants of Jerusalem after the exile. Does 1 Chron. ix. also 
present a post-exile list of those dwelling at Jerusalem P Keil 
affirms that it relates to the inhabitants of Jerusalem before the 
exile, laying considerable stress on ix. 2 “ the first inhabitants 
that dwelt in their possessions, in their cities,” contrasted with 
Neh. xi. 1, “ And the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem^** 
the former not relating, as ho thinks, to the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem after the exile, but to the ante-exilian inhabitants of the 
land; while the latter relates to the returned captives who 
dwelt in Jerusalem.' This kind of reasoning is more ingenious 
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than satisfactory. The first verse of 1 Ohron. ix., is from the 
Chronicle-writer himself, referring his readers for farther infor- 
mation to the source whence he drew most of the preceding 


genealogies. ** So all Israel were reckoned bv genealogies ; and 
behold, they were written in the book of the kings of Israel mid 
Judah trAo tpere carried away to Babylon for their tramgreeeion** 
The words in italics shew merely that the Chronist himself lived 
after the captivity. But in the second verse, there is an obvious 
transition to the post-exile time: “Now the first inhabitants 
that dwelt in their possessions in their cities were the Israelites, 
the priests, the Levites, and the Nethinims,” etc. In ix. 16 
mention is also made of Berechiah, “ that dwelt in the villages 


of the Netophathites,’’ which villages are referred to in Neh. 
xii. 28, after the captivity. The great difference of the two is 
also produced by Keil as an argument that they are different 
lists ^longing to different times. But is the similarity not 
greater than the diversity ? Both registers are arranged alike. 
Their general plan corresponds. This, however, is not all. 
Not only are the inhabitants of Jerusalem enumerated accord- 
ing to one type ; there is also a remarkable coincidence of names 
and incidental notices, amid many deviations. The leading 
contents of both are the same. Allowance should be made for 


the numerous mistakes made in the transcription of names. 
Of the sons of Judah are mentioned Utliai, Asuiah, and Jouel 
(1 Chron. ix. 4-6), two of which are in Neh. xi. 4, 5, viz., 
Athaiah and Maaseiah, Jeuel being omitted. Five sons of 
Benjamin are given in 1 Chron. ix. 7-9 ; of whom we find one 
in Neh. xi. 7, 9, Sallu ; and probably another, Ilodaviah, may be 
discovered in Judah, Neh. xi. 9. Three arc omitted. In 
Chronicles the priests arc reckoned thus: Jedaiah, Jehoiarib, 
Jachin, Azariah, Adaiah, Maasiai, which arc the same in Neh. 
xi. 10, etc., Azariah being there Scriah, and Maasiai, Amashai. 
Among the Levites are Shemaiah in both lists, Bakbakkar (Bak- 
bukiah in Nchemiali), Mattaniah, Zichri (Zalxli in Nehemiah). 
Obadiah the son of Shemaiah, the son of Galal, the son of 
Jeduthun, stands the same in both. Of the porters arc specified 
Shallum, Akkub, Talmon, and Ahimur in Chronicles; but in 
Nehemiah only the two, Akkub and Talmon. From verse 
18-34 is peculiar to the Chronicle-writer, and shews his prevail- 
ing Levitical spirit. The thirty-third and thirty-fourth verses 
form two subscriptions, the former relating to 14-16, the latter 
to 14-32. The parallel extends no farther than the seventeenth 
verse of 1 Chron. ix. and the nineteenth of Neh. xi. 


From this brief comparison of the two genealogies it is ap- 
parent that they agree in the main points, i.e., in their account 
of the heads of families ; while they also touch in subordinate 
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particulars and in scattered remarks derived from the source 
or sources used^ not from the compiler. Hence they could 
not have originated independently of one another. They refer 
to the same persons and time^ ue,, the post-exile inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. 

Which of the two is the original ? 

It has been thought by De Wette ^ and Zunz^ that Nehemiah 
is the original and the other a copy. No comparison which we 
can make of them leads to such conclusion. Sometimes the one 
is more copious, and apparently more original than^the other ; 
sometimes again, the other. If the writer of the Chronicles 
merely enlarged and altered the list in Nehemiah, he proceeded 
in the most careless way, so as to render his genealogies more 
obscure than those he worked upon. He has dislocated the list 
in a way that seems very arbitrary. The most natural hypo- 
thesis is that both were taken from the same source. The sub- 
stantial similarity as well as the divergences are best explained 
in that way. And they do not relate to the same time precisely. 
That in Nehemiah is earlier. 

It is difficult to ascertain the time at which the heads of the 
families mentioned in the ninth chapter lived in Jerusalem. 
There is no internal mark which is important in this view. 
The genealogical register in the book of Nehemiah is not so 
suddenly broken off ; and there arc some particulars communi- 
cated in it which Berlhcau thinks to be weighty in settling the 
time. In verse twenty-four the Stadtholder of the Persian 
king is mentioned. lie was the son of Meshezabeel, the 
latter one of the chiefs of tho people who sealed the covenant 
in the time of Nehemiah (x. :^1). In like manner the overseer 
of the Levites at Jenisalem was Uzzi, son of liani (xi. 22 ) ; and 
one Bani appears among the heads of the people (x. 14). The 
heads of the Levities (Neh. xi. 16) Shabbethai and Jozabad 
were contemporaries of Ezra according to viii. 7. Such are the 
evidences Bertheau finds for the composition of the genealogical 
list in the time of Nehemiah.^ 

Wo hold with Ilorzfeld^ that the list in Chronicles was 
written somewhat later than that in Nehemiah. Some con- 
siderations indeed which ho adduces for this view arc scarcely 
valid ; but one founded on numbers is w eighty, which Bertheau^ 
has not succeeded in overthrowing. It would appear that in 
tho interval between Neh. xi. and 1 Chron. ix. an important 
accession had been made to the inhabitants of Jerusalem ; for of 

• * Einlcitung, p, 264. * Gottcsdienstlichen Vortroge dor Juden, p. 31. 

® Die niicUer der Chronik, p. 99. 

* G^hichte des Volkes Israel, vol. i. pp. 298, 299. 

® Die Bucher der Chronik, p, 99. 
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the tribe of Judah there dwelt according to Neh. xi., 468 ; ac- 
cording to 1 Chron. ix., 690. Of Benjamin there were 928 
according to Nehemiah; 956 according to 1 Chron. ix. Of 
priests according to Neh. xi., 1192 ; according to 1 Chron. ix., 
1760. Of Levitical porters according to Neh. xi., 172 ; accord- 
ing to 1 Chron. ix., 212. A long interval should not be assumed, 
because the population would increase rapidly, in consequence 
of what is stated in Neh. xi. 1. The attempt of Bertheau to 
invalidate this argumentation is unsuccessful. 

VI. Belation of Chronicles to the other historical 
BOOKS or THE Old Testament. — It is apparent to the most 
cursory reader, that a number of things which had been already 
given in the earlier writings of the Old Testament appear again 
in Chronicles. It is therefore necessary to compare the different 
statements of the same particulars to be able to judge of the 
peculiarities of the books before us. 

We have already considered the connexion between the gene- 
alogical tables in the first part, and the Old Testament Iwoks. 
It remains that we confine ourselves to the properly histori- 
cal portion, commencing with the tenth chapter, or rather the 
thirty-fifth verso of the ninth. Here more than forty parallel 
sections of greater or less compass come under examination, side 
by side, with others in Samuel and Kings, as the following table 
shews : — 


i Chron. x, 1-12 1 Fam. xixi. 

„ xi. 1-9 2 8ain. v. 1-3 ; 6-10 

. . . . ,, xxiii. 8-39 


xi. 10-47 

xiii. 1-14 

xiv. 1-7 
xiv. 8-17 
XV. xvi. 
xvii. . . 


vi. 1-11 
V. 11-16 
V. 17-25 

vi. 12-23 

vii. 


XIX. 

XX. 1-3 
XX. 4-8 
xxi. 


X. 

xi. 1 ; xii. 
xxi. 18-22 
xxiv. 


2 Chron. i. 2-13 1 Kings iii.4-15 

.... „ X. 26-29 

.. .. „ V. 15-32 


i. 14-17 

ii. . . . 

iii. 1-v. 1 . 
V. 2-vii. 10 . 
vii. 11-22 . 
ix. 1-12 . 
ix. 13-28 . 


26-31 


tt 

it 

if 


vi. vii. 13-51 

viii. 

ix. 10-28 
I. 1-13 
X. 14-29 


ti 

tf 
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Uxi. 4 • ■ • • 

• • 

99 

xii. 1-24 


xii. 2, 3, 9-16 . . 

• • 

99 

xiv. 21-31 

}f 

xiii. 1, 2, 22, 23 


99 

IT. 1, 2, 6-8 


xiv. 1,2; XV. 16-19 


99 

XV. 11-16 

f9 

xvi. 1-6, 11-14 .. 


99 

IV. 17-22, 23, 24 

99 

xviii. 2-34 . . 


99 

xxii. 2-36 

99 

XX. 31-xxi. 1 


99 

xxii. 41-51 

9t 

xxi. 6-10, 20 


2Kingsviii. 17-24 

ff 

xxii. 1-9 . . . . 


99 

viii. 26-29 ;ix. 16-28; 




1. 12-14 

99 

xxii. 10-xxiii. 21 . . 


99 

xi. 

99 

xxiv. 1-14, 23-27 


99 

xii. 1-22 

99 

XXV. 1-4, 11, 17-28 


99 

xiv. 1-14, 17-20 

99 

xxvi. 1-4, 21-23. . 


99 

xiv. 21, 22; xv.2-6, 7 

99 

xxvii. 1-3, 7-9 . . 


99 

XV. 33-36, 38 

99 

xxviii. 1-4 . . 


99 

xvi. 2-4 

99 

xxviii. 26, 27 


99 

xvi. 19, 20 

99 

xxix. 1,2 . . 


99 

xviii. 2, 3 

99 

xxxii. 1-21 . . 


99 

xviii. 13-xix. 37 

99 

xxxii. 24, 26, 32, 33 


99 

XX. 1, 2, 20, 21 

99 

xxxiii. 1-10, 20-25 


99 

xxi. 1-9 18-24 

99 

xxxiv. 1, 2, 8-28 


99 

xxii. 

99 

xxxiv. 29-32 


99 

xxiii. 1-20 

99 

XXXV. 1, 18-24, 26, 
27 ; xxxvi. 1-4 . . 

} 

99 

xxiii.21-23, 28, 29-34 

99 

xxxvi. 5, 6, 8 


99 

xxiii. 36, 37; xxiv. 1,6 

99 

xxxvi. 9, 10 

• . 

99 

xxiv. 8-10, 14, 17 

99 

xxxvi. 11-12 

• . 

99 

xxiv. 18, 19 

99 

xxxvi. 22, 23 

. . 

Ezra i. 1, 2 


The agreement, as will be observed, is often verbal ; but the 
deviations are also frequent and considerable. The differences 
between the parallels may be classed under three heads viz., 
such as relate to the matter ; such as concern the language in 
which facts are narrated, and those which concern both matter 
and language, injuriously affecting the sense. 

I. Deviations in the matter of the narrative. Here there are 
omissions, additions, and a different order. 

1. OmmioM, 

Of primary facts. 

David’s kindness to Mephibosheth and Ziba, 2 Sam. ix. 

His adultery with Bathsheba, and Uriah’s murder, 2 Sam. xi. 
2-xii. 25. 

The surrender of Saul’s seven sons to the heathen Gibeonites 
as an atonement, 2 Sam. xxi. 1-14. 

The large episodes respecting David’s family history, including 
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Absalom’s rebellion and its consequences, with Sheba’s revolt, 
2 Sam. xiii.-xx. 

A war with the Philistines, 2 Sam. xxi. 15-17. 

David’s song of thanksgiving and last words, 2 Sam. xxu.- 
xxiii. 

Adonijah’s usurpation of the kingdom, and the anointing of 
Solomon as king, 1 Kings i. 

The encounter between David and Michal, when tho latter 
came forth to mock him, 2 Sam. vi. 20-23. 

David’s last charge, 1 Kings ii. 1-9. 

Solomon’s deposition and banishment of Abiathar, and his 
murder of Joab and Shimei, 1 Kings, ii. 26-4 G. 

Solomon’s marriage with Pharaoh’s daughter, 1 Kings iii. 1. 

His wise judgment, iii. 16-28. 

His princes and officers, the jx^ace and largeness of his king- 
dom, the daily provision of his household, his stables, etc., 
1 Kings iv. 

The building of his palace, 1 Kings vii. 1-12. 

Hie wives, concubines, idolatry, and threatened punishment, 
1 Kings xi. 1-13. 

His adversaries, 1 Kings xi. 14-40. 

The copiously detailed transactions which happened at Hebron 
during the reign of David, 2 Sam. i.-iv. 

Description of the ornaments and vessels of the temple, 
1 Kings vii. 13-39. 

Prayer of Solomon, 1 Kings viii. 56-61. 

The taking of Gath in war wdth the Syrians, and deliver- 
ing up of the temple-vessels to the Syrian king, 2 Kings xii, 
17,18. 

Many omissions are also in the histories of Ahaz and Ileze- 
kiah, 2 Kings xvi. 5-18 ; xviii. 4-8. 

2. Additiom or interpolations. 

{a) Primary facts. 

A list of those who attached themselves to David during 
Saul’s life, and the number of warriors who chose him king, at 
Hebron, 1 Chron. xii. 

David’s preparations for building the temple, 1 Chron. xxii. 

The number and distribution of the Levites and priests, and 
the settlement of their employments, 1 Chron. xxiii.-xxvi. 

Accounts of David’s army and officers, 1 Chron. xxvii. 

His last directions and relations in a solemn assembly 
before his death, 1 Chron. xxviii. xxix. 

Arran^ments of Behoboam for the purpose of strengthening 
his kin^om; the reception into Judah of the priests driven 
out of Israel ; the wives and children of the kmg, 2 Chron. 
xi. 6-23. 
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Abijah^s war with Jeroboam, 2 Chron. xiii. 2d.-20 ; his wives 
ftod children, 21-22, 

Asa’s victory over Zerah an Ethiopian who invaded Judah, 
2 Chron. xiv. 8-14. 

Address of the prophet Azariah to Asa, in consequence of 
which the king renounces idolatry, 2 Chron. xv. 1-15. 

Address of the prophet Ilanani, and how Asa receives his 
admonition, 2 Chron. xvi. 7-10. 

Jehoshaphat’s care in securing his kingdom, his endeavours to 
extirpate idolatry, and to promote the knowledge of religion 
among the people, 2 Chron. xvii. 

Jehu’s opinion of Jehoshaphat’s covenant with Ahab ; and 
Jehoshapliat’s arrangements for restoring the due administration 
of justice, 2 Chron. xix. 

The invasion of various eastern peoples, and how they de- 
stroyed one another, so that the arms of Jehoshaphat and the 
Jews had no share in the victory, 2 Chron. xx. l-3(}. 

His provision for his sons, and their slaughter by Jehoram 
who succeeded to the throne, 2 Chron. xxi. 2-4. 

Jehoram’s idolatry and punishment, including a letter to him 
from Elijah, 2 Chron. xxi. 11-19. 

Death of Jehoiada and apostasy of the people ; the appearance 
of the prophet Zechariah and his death, 2 Chron. xxiv. 15-22. 

Amaziah’s equipments, and liis hiring of soldiers out of the 
northern kingdom, whom he sent home again at the exhortation 
of a prophet, xxv. 5-10. 

His introduction of Edomite idolatry, and censure by a pro- 
phet, xxv. 14-16. 

Uzziah’s fortunate wars, his buildings, and armed force, 
2 Chron. xxvi. G-15. 

Jotham’s successful war with the Ammonites, 2 Chron. 
xxvii. 5-6. 

Hezekiah’s celebration of the passover, xxx. 1-27. 

His arrangements for the regular worship of Jehovah, and 
for tho support of the priests and Levites, 2 Chron. xxxi. 
2 - 21 . 

Manasseh’s deportation to Babylon, his conversion and re- 
storation, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11-13. 

His measures towards strengthening the kingdom, 2 Chron. 
xxxiii. 14. 

(b) Short notices in the books of Samuel and Kings are here 
enlarged and completed. Thus the history of bringing the ark 
of tho covenant into the house of Obed-edom, and its solemn 
entry into Jerusalem, is enlarged by an account of the part 
which the priests and Levites took in the service ; and by the 
functions they discharged in attending continually upon the ark 
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after it was fixed on mount Zion, 1 Ghron. xiii., xv., xyi,, com- 
pared with 2 Sam. vi. 

The description of the brazen scafibld on which Solomon 
kneeled is new, 2 Chron. vi. 13 ; comp. 1 Kings viii. 22. 

The concluding verses of ^lomon’s prayer, 2 Chron. vi. 
40-42, which are the same as Psalm cxxxii. 7-9 with some 
alight exceptions, are wanting in 2 Kings viii. 53. 

Ihe notice of fire from heaven consuming the sacrifice, 
2 Chron. vii. 1, is not in 2 Kings viii., ix. 

The divine promise in 2 Chron. vii. 12-16 is extended ; comp. 
1 Kings ix. 3. 

Shi^ak’s invasion of Judea is lengthened by an account of 
the strength of his army and Shemaiah’s address, 2 Chron. xii. 
1-12 ; comp. 1 Kings xiv. 25-28. 

The cause of the leprosy in the forehead of Uzziah is given 
n 2 Chron. xxvi. 16-21. ; comp. 2 Kings xv. 5. 

How Joab was the first that got up on mount Zion when the 
Jebusites possessed it ; and how he afterwards repaired the rest 
of the city, 1 Chron. xi. 6, 8 ; comp. 2 Sam. v. 8, 9. 

The stature of the Egjrptian slain by Bdtiaiah, 1 Chron. xi. 
23, comp. 2 Sam. xxiii. 21. 

Solomon made the brazen sea and the pillars and the vessels 
of brass from the braas brought by David out of the cities of 
Hadarezer, 1 Chron. xviii. 8 ; comp. 2 Sam. viii. 8. 

Abishai son of Zeruiah slew Edomites in the valley of Salt, 
1 Chron. xviii. 12 ; comp. 2 Sam. viii. 13. 

The Ammonites took the Syrians into pay for a thousand 
talentSy 1 Chron. xix. 6 ; comp. 2 Sam. x. 6. 

{c) Insertions, consisting of reflections by the author, or his 
own views assigned to the persons described. 

It is stated that Saul died for his transgressions against the 
word of the Lord, and also for his inquiring of a witcli instead 
of from the Lord ; and the kingdom passed over to David, 
1 Chron. x. 13, 14; comp. 1 Sam. xxxi. 12. 

It is said that David was anointed king according to the word 
of Jehovah by Samuel, 1 Chron. xi. 3 ; comp. 2 Sam. v. 3. 

It is stated that Edom and Libnah had revolted, as a punish- 
ment for Jehoram’s idolatry, 2 Chron. xxi. 10 ; comp. 2 Kings 
viiL 10. 

** But Amaziah would not hear, for it came of God that he 
might deliver them into the hand of their enemies^ became they 
sought after the gods of Edom*^ 2 Chron. xxv. 20 ; comp. 2 Kings 
xiv. 11. 

And Solomon brought up the daughter of Pharaoh out of 
the city of David into the house that ho had built for her : for 
he said, My %o\fe shall not dwell in the home of David king <f 
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Israely hteauM the pheee are holy whereunto the ark of the Lord 
hath come** 2 Ghron. viii. 11. Here a reason is assigned for 
Solomon’s building a house for Pharaoh’s daughter, which is 
nothing more than the writer’s own conjecture, and is seen to be 
incorrect from the notices in Kings (1 Kings ix. 24). 

And Joab answered. The Loid make his people an hundred 
times so many more as they be : but, my lord the king, are they 
not all my lord’s servants P Why then doth my lord require thie 
thing ? Why mil he he a cause of trespass to Israel K 1 Chron. 
xxi. 3. Here the short question of Joab in 2 Sam. xxiv. re- 
ceives an alteration intend^ to explain it. 

“ Only the Lord give thee wisdom and understanding, and 
give thee charge concerning Israel,” etc. 1 Chron. xxii. 12. 
This wish of David’s is taken from the narrative of Solomon’s 
dream, 1 Kings iii. 5-15. 

The address of Jehovah to Solomon by night (2 Chron. viL 
12, etc.) is enlarged by the addition of verses 13 and 14, taken 
from 2 Chron. vi. 26, 27 ; comp. 1 Kings ix. 3, etc, where the 
words here inserted are properly absent from Jehovah’s address. 

3. The Chronicles also differ from the books of Samuel and 
Kings in the order in which the occurrences are related. We 
may compare the following sections : — 


1 Chron. xi. 1-9 ... 

„ xi. 10-47 
„ xiii. ... 
„ xiv. 

XV. 

2 Chron. i. 3-13 ... 

„ i. 14-17 
» 11 


2 Sam. vi. 1-10. 

„ xxiii. 8-10 
„ vi. 3-11 

„ V. 11-25 

,, vi. 12, etc. 
1 Kings iii. 4-14 
„ X. 26-29 

» V. 


From this brief list, it will be obvious that coincidences in the 
order of succession is the rule, and differences the exception. 

II. The linguistic deviations exhibited by the books of Chro- 
nicles compared with the earlier historical works included in the 
canon, are orthographical, grammatical, and exegetical. 

1, Orthographical. 

(a) The scripiio plena instead of the defeciivoy as H'n 1 Chron. 
ii. 15 ; iii, 1, 9, etc., for TIT 1 Sam. xvi. 13, 19 ; Ruth iv. 17, 

22. 1 Chron. xviii. lO for 2 Sam. viii. 10. 

2 Chron viii. 18 for HVJK 1 Kings ix. 27. This mode 
of orthography is not peculiar to the Chronicles, but belong to 
the later boolu generally — to those written during, as w^ as 
after, the exile ; yet it is much more frequent in the post-exile 
ones. 
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(6) Variations according to a later, and for the most part 
Arabising pronunciation ; as the interchange of K the softer 
consonant with the harder H at the beginning and end of words ; 
thus 1 Chron. xiii. 12 for 2 Sam. vi. 9. 2 Chron. 

xi. 35 for 2 Sam. xxiii. 33. D'l'in 2 Chron. x. 18 for 

DTIN 1 Kings xiii. 18. The resolution of dagcsh forte into a 
proper letter, as for in Kings. 

2. Grammatical. 

(a) To this head belong the regular mode of writing instead 
of the irregular, abridged, or incorrect mode employed in the 
earlier books as 1 Chron. xi. 2, for 2 Sam. v. 2. KD3 

2 Chron. ix. 18 for HDID 1 Kings x. 19. > ^ Chron. v. 2, 

for the defective and in tliis case unusual Slp^ 1 Kings viii. 1. 

(b) To this head also belongs the later form of a word instead 

of the earlier, as 1 Chron. xiv. 2 ; xvii. 11, 14, for the 

older Sam. v. li. vii. 12 , lO. n3nn (2 Chron. vi. 

21) for ninn, 1 Kings vHi. 30. 

(c) The older or irregular flexion of a substantive or verb is 

changed into that belonging to the later usage, as in 

1 Kings X. 20, becomes in 2 Chron. ix. 19, The un- 

usual ending Jl of the second person singular preterite mascu- 
line is omitted, as 1 Chron. ix. 12, for 2 Sam. x. 

11. p in the second and third person plural of the future is 
dropped as 2 Chron. xxix. 35 for pSH' 1 Kings viii. 38, 
43. n in the imperative is loft out as HSH 2 Cliron. xvi. 3, 
for mSn 1 Kings xv. 19. 2 Chron. xviii. 8, for HVlO 

1 Kings xxii. 9. KJ with the imperative and future is dropped, 
as 2 Chron. vi. 17, instead of JON', 1 Kings viii. 20. 

run 2 Chron. xviii. 12 for N3 njH, 1 Kings xxii. 13. 

(d) Alterations in construction are made; as the avoidance 
of the infinitive absedute with the finite verb, ex. gr,y I Chron. 
xiv. 10, mni for JHN jn3, 2 Sam. v. 19. The personal pronoun 
is put before the finite verb ; 'n'JU '3N, 2 Chron. vi. 2, comp. 

1 Ejmgs viii. 13. n'3yn NIH, 2 Chron. xxxiii. G for TSUH 

2 Kings xxi. 5. The preposition ha is commonly used with 

verbs of motion, or H local, where the simple accusative occurs in 
the earlier books, as nfiSS^, 2 Chron. x. 1, for I Kings 

xii. 1. niOT 2 Chron. xviii. 28, comp. niO"| rho, 1 

Kings xxii. 29. 7 is regularly omitted before JlD in the con- 
struction mh from, “ly untOf as 1 Chron. 

xvii. 5, comp. 2 Sam. vii. 6. 

3. Exegetical alterations of language embrace the following : 
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(fl) The substitution of a younger or commoner synon 3 rm for 
an older or unusual one. Thus in 1 Chron. x. 12 we find 
dead body, for in 1 Sam. xxxi. 12, belonging to the later 
usage of the language. . 

1 Chron. xvi. 3, DH / a loaf of bread, instead of the 

imusual dp6 n‘?n, a cake of bread, 2 Sam. vi. 19. 

1 Chron. xv. 29, pHtyb*) dancing and flaying, instead 

of the two words that appear no where else e3^ept in 2 Sam. 
vi. 16, nSIDSl TTfiO leaping and dancing. 

1 Chron. xxi. 10, I offer thee, etc., the younger 

'3N being substituted for and the common for the 

rarer ^3, 2 Sam. xxiv. 12. 

2 Chron. ix. 17, niMD 3nT, pure gold, for TSIfi ^HT, the bed 

gold, 1 Kings x. 18. , 

2 Chron. iv. 16, polished brass. The adjective is 

tDTaa in 1 Kings vii. 45. 

2 Chron. xviii. 31, they compassed him about, in- 
stead of vSy (hey turned themselves against him, 1 Kings 

xxii. 31. I . * 

2 Chron. xii. 11, iVvB NSH /D, all that came into his heart, 

is an explanatory periphrasis of pE^H all his desire, 1 Kings 
ix. 1. 

1 Chron. xxi. 20, he turned hack, instead of tJpE^^, he 
looked, 2 Sam, xxiv. 20. 

1 Chron. xiv. 9, they spread themselves, for ’18^3^ 

they spread themselves, 2 Sam. v. 18. 

1 Chron. xiv. 15, KXn W, then thou shalt go out to 

battle: this is a gloss on the difficult word TK then do 

thou bestir thyself, 2 Sam. v. 24. 

1 Chron. xiv. 8, he went out against them, for 

which in 2 Sam. v. 17 stands miSOn Tl'h he icent down to 
the hold, or rather, to the chase. 

2 Chron. xvi. 4, Abel-maim, i.e., Abel of the waters or sea, 
because lying in the neighboui'hood of lake Merom ; for which 
we find m 1 Kings xv. 20 Abel-heth-maachah. The old or 
unusual geographical name is displaced to make way for the 
current one. 

1 Chron. xx. 4, Oezer, for which Qob stands in 2 Sam, xxi. 
18. 

1 Chron. xix. 6, Aram-naharaim or Mesopotamia, for which 
in 2 Sam. x. 6 stands Beth-rehob. 

2 Chron. viii. 4, Tadmor, this is the later Aramaean name ; 
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for whicli we find tihe old genuine Hebrew one Tantm&r, m 
1 ut. 18. 

1 Chron. xviii. 8, Chun : in £ Sam. viii. 8 stands Berothai, 

i Chron xxiii. 20, the high gate, p'SjTl this was pro- 
bably a temple-gate. But in 2 Kings xi. 19 we find 
DVin, the gate of the guard* This was a gate which led into 
the royal palace. The confounding of the one with the other 
by the Chronist is improper. 

(A) A more distinct reference is given to an indefinite ex- 
pression ; 

1 Chron. xiii. 10, because he put his hand to the ark, for the 
indefinite expression of 2 Sam. vi. 7, for his ctror. 

2 Chron. xi. 4, ** And they obeyed the words of the Lord and 
returned from going against Jeroboam.” This is more definite, 
and at the same time avoids the repetition of 1 Kin^ xii. 24, 
“ They hearkened therefore to the word of the Lord, and re- 
tumea to depart, according to the word of the Lord.” 

2 Chron. xxxiv. 24, ** All the curses that are written in the 
book which they have read before the king of Judah,” instead 
of **all the woids of the book w’hich the king of Judah hath 
read,” 2 Kings xxii. 16. 

In 2 Chron. xxviii. 3, it is stated that Ahaz burnt his 
children in the fire, ; but in 2 Kings xvi. 3, he made 

his son to pass through the fire, TSUH, which may have the 
same sense, but is indefinite. 

2 Chron. xxi. 7, “ The Lord would not destroy the house of 
Da^j because of the covenant he had made with David,” etc. 
In 2 Kings viii. 19 instead of the house of David we find Judah. 

1 Chron. xi. 13, XIH, these wor^ are put as introduc- 
tory to the deed to which the man owes liis renown. They 
are not in 2 Sam. xxiii. 9, which is therefore obscure. 

To avoid misapprehension, the Chronicle-w riter has changed 

the preposition Sx in the text of Samuel and Kings into as 
in 1 Chron. xix. 2 compared with 2 Sam. x. 2 ; 2 Chron. xvi. 4 
compared with 1 Kings xv. 20. 

2 Chron. xxii. 12, And he was with them (DJ^X) 

house of Oody* i.e., wdth his deliverer Jeshobeath, and his nurse. 
In 2 Kings xi. 3 it is HUX toith hery i.e., the nurse alone. 

1 Chron. xxi. 1, An adversary provoked David, etc., instead 
of Jehovah as in 2 Sam. xxiv. 1. 

{e) Superfluous or less suitable words are omitted, as : 

1 Sam. ixxi. 3. The archen hit him In 1 Chron.^ i. 3 the word 

D^IDn. which is harsh in its present position it 

omitted. 
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1 SlUS. ixxl 11, is 
1 8am. xxxi. 7, the cities. 


2 Sam. vi. 3. And they set the ark of 
Ood upon a new cart, and brought it out 
of the house of Abinadab that was in 
Gibeah. 

1 Kin» yiii. 1. Then Solomon as- 
sembled uie elders of Israel unto 

Idhg Solomon in Jerusalem. 

1 Kinm xxii. 60. And Jehoshaphat 
slept with his fathers and was buried 
with his fathers in the city of Davi4 [his 
father]. 

2 Kings xxiii. 34. And Pharaoh- 
nechoh made Eliakim the son of Josiah 
king [in the room of Josiah his father]. 


In 1 Chron. x. 11 is suhstHuted. 

In 1 Chron. x. 7 better 
their cities. 

1 Chron. xiiL 7. And they carried 
the ark of God in a new cart out of the 
house of Abinadab. — ^The hysteronpro- 
teron is thus axoided. 

2 (^ron. V. 2. “ Unto king Solomon** 
is omitted. 


2 Chron. xxi. 1. The wor^ in brackets 
are omitted to ayoid repetition. 


2 Chron. xxxri. 4. The words m 
brackets are omitted because Eliakim did 
not immediately succeed Josiah. 


(d) Much oftener than the preceding do we find instances 
where single words or sentences are omitted by the Chronist to 
the injury of the connexion or sense. 


1 Sam. xxxi. 12. All the valiant men 
arose, [and went all night] and took the 
body of Saul, and the homes of his sons 
[from the wall of Beth-shan], and come 
to Jabesh [and burnt them there]. 

2 Sam. xi. 1-xii. 30. 


2 Sam. V. 11. And Hiram king of 
Tyre, sent messengers to David, and 
eedar-trees, and carpenters, and masons, 
etc. The word masons is in Hebrew 
nn wall-stone hewers. 

2 Sam. vii. 27. Therefore thy ser- 
vant has found in his heart to pray this 
prayer unto thee, IZ 

2 Sam. X. 4. Wherefore Hanun took 
David’s servants and shaved o/* the one 
hat/ of their beards, 

1 Kings ix. 23. *rhe8e were the chief 
of the officers that were over Solomon*s 
work, five hundred and fifty which bore 
rule over the people that wrought m the 
warh» 


1 Chron. x. 12. The words in brackets 
are left out. 


In 1 Chron. xx. 1, the words ^^But 
David tarried at Jerusalem** are taken 
from 2 Sam. xi. 1 ; but as the section 
there connected with them, verses 2-xiL 
29, is omitted, in which it is stated that 
David marched against Rabbah, 1 Chron. 
XX. 2, etc. has the appearance of referring 
to what took place m Jerusalem. 

1 Chron. xiv. 1 has Tp Urm waU^ 
hewersy which is indefinite. 


1 Chron. xvii. 26 ^Zl^ is omitted. 


1 Chron. xiz. 4. And shaved tiiem. 


2 Chron. viii. 10. These were the 
chief of king Solomon*s officers, even 
two hundred and fifty, that bare nila 
over the people. 
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2 Kings xzi. 18. And Manosseh 2 Chron. xxxiii. 20. And they buried 
riejit with his fathers and was buried in him in his own house. 
th 0 garden of\a& own house, etc. 

(e) Euphemisms belong here, as in 1 Chron. xix. 4, 
instead of 2 Sam. x. 4 ; and in 1 

Chron. xrii. 11, n'jaO instead of KX' 

2 Sam. vii. 12. ' 

m. Other deviations relate both to language and matter, 
but change the sense for the worse. They may bo classed 
as follows. 

{a) Alterations which mar the meaning, as 1 Chron. xix. 3, 
“ Are not his servants come unto thee for to search, and to over- 
throw, and to spy out the land,' in.stcad of to search the city^ 
and to spy it out, and to overthrow it” 2 Sam. x. 3. The latter 
is the more correct. 

2 Chron. ii. 8. Send me also cedar- trees, fir-trees, and 
algum-trees, out of Lebanon,” etc. ITcre it is plainly intimated 
that Hiram was to send sandel-wood from Ijcbanon. But it did 
not grow there. It came from Ophir, as wi* learn from 2 Chron. 
ix. 10, etc., and 1 Kings x. 11. In 1 Kings v. 20, 22, we see 
that Hiram gives to I;k)lomon from Lebanon only cedars and 
cypresses. 

2 Chron. ix. 12. ‘‘ And king Solomon gave to the queen of 

Sheba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which 
she had brought unto the kingy* etc. The clause in italics is 
thoroughly imsuitable. The corresponding clause in 1 Kings 
X. 13 is ‘‘beside that which Solomon gave her of his royal 
boimty.^' 

2 Chron. xx. 36. “ And he joined himself with him to make 

ships to go to Tat'shish : and they made the ships in Ezion- 

gaber. ” Here the words are an incorrect repre- 
sentation of nV3N ships of Tarshish in 1 Kings xxii. 48, 

for the ships built by Jehoshaj>hat were meant to sail to Ophir, 
not to Tarshish. Tarshish-ships denote large merchant vessels, 
which the Chronicle-writer misunderstanding rendercHi, to go to 
Tarshish, 

2 Chron. xxviii. 27, “ And they buried him (Ahaz) in the city, 
even in Jerusalem ; but they brought him not into the sepulchres 
of the kings of Israel,” etc. This is contrary to the correct 
account in 2 Kings xvi. 20, whore we find that “ Ahaz slept 
with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of 
David.” 

2 Chron. xxxiii. 15. “He (Manasseh) took away all the 
altars that he had built in the mount of the house of the Lord, 
and in Jerusalem, and cost them out of the city.” This is con- 
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trary to the statement in 2 Kings xxiii. 6, 12, where Josiah 
remoyes the altars which Manasseh had made in the two courts 
of the house of the Lord, and breaks them in pieces. 

(6) Exaggerations in numbers. Thus in 1 Chron. xxi. 5 the 
number of those fit to bear arms in Israel is 1,100,000, and in 
Judah 470,000. But in 2 Sam. xxiv. 9 the numbers are, Israel 

800.000, Judah 500,000. In 2 Chron. xxi. 25 the price of 
Oman’s threshingfloor is 600 shekels of gold ; but in 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 24, 50 shekels of silver. David slew of the Syrians 7,000 
men who fought in chariots, 1 Chron. xix. 18"; but in 2 Sam. 
X. 18 we find 700. At the building of the temple Solomon had 
3,600 overseers (2 Chron. ii. 2, 17, 18) ; but according to 
1 Kings V. 30, 3,300. The molten sea held 3,000 baths accord- 
ing to 2 Chron. iv. 5 ; but only 2,000 according to 1 Kings vii. 
26. The ships of Solomon brought from Ophir 450 talents of 
gold, 2 Chron. viii. 18 ; but according to 1 Kings ix. 28, only 
420 talents. 

In 2 Cliron. vii. 5 Solomon ofiered a sacrifice of 22,000 oxen 
and 120,000 sheep. Surely these numbers are incredible. As 
they were offered in seven days we have 5 oxen and 24 sheep 
every minute, reckoning twelve hours for work. What would 
be the effect of their smoke and odour on the population of the 
city ? 

In 2 Chron. xiv. 8, it is said that Judah had furnished to 
Asa’s army of heavy-armed men 300,000, and Benjamin 

280.000. These numbers are incredibly large. 

In 2 Chron. xiii. 3, etc., Abijah is said to have had an army 
of 400,000 chosen men, and Jeroboam of 800,000 men. Of the 
latter 500,000 were slain. 

The height of the porch of the temple given in 2 Chron. iii. 4, 
viz., 120 cubits is great beyond all proportion ; for the height of 
the main building was only 30 cubits (1 Kings vi. 2). Its 
breadth was 10 cubits, and therefore its height could not be 
130, with the shape it had. 

In 1 Chron. xxi. 5 the numbers 1,100,000 and 470,000 
neither harmonise with the parallel place in Samuel, nor with 
the narrative in 1 Chron. xxvii. 1-15 ; and imply the existence 
of a standing army amounting to 300,000, which is too large for 
the population of the country. 

In 2 Chron. viii. 11 a gloss is inserted, in the form of words 
put into the mouth of Solomon, which betrays the negligence of 
the Chronist. ** And Solomon brought up the daughter of 
Pharaoh, into the house that he had bmlt for her ; for he said, 
My wife shall not dwell in the house of David, king of Israel, 
bemuse the places are holy whereimto the ark of the Lord hath 
come.” The writer has entirely omitted to notice the building 
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of Millo ; but states tbe reason for bringing Pharaoh’s daught^ 
into the house he had built for her, because the palace of David 
into which the ark had come was holy, and therefore she could 
not dwell there. But surely she had lived in the old palace of 
David till the building of the new house ; and, besides, the ark 
had not been in the pa^ce, in its court, but outside of it. 

(c) Mythological alterations and additions. 

1 Chron. xxi. 16, ‘‘ And David lifted up his eyes and saw 
the angel of the Lord stand between the earth and the heaven, 
having a drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jeru- 
salem/’ etc., ver. 27, “and the Lord commanded the angel, and 
he put up his sword again into the sheath thereof.” Instead of 
this we have only in 2 Sam. xxiv. 17, “ when David saw the 
angel that smote the people,” etc. 

1 Chron. xxi. 26, “ David called upon the Lord, and 

He answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt- 
offering.” This is not in 2 Sam. xxiv. 

2 Chron. vii. 1, etc., “ When Solomon had made an end of 
praying, the fire came down from heaven and consumed the 
bumt-offering and the sacrifices, .... and when all the children 
of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of the Lord 
upon the house, they bowed themselves,” etc. There is nothing 
of this marvel in 1 fcngs vii. 

Of the same nature is a legendary addition to “ Jehoshaphat 
cried out,” viz., and the Lord helped him ; and God moved them to 
depart from him (2 Chron. xviii. 31), derived from the traditional 
interoretation of “cried out,” equivalent to prayer.^ 

Vll. Scope. — The scope of the work bears upon the temple and 
its worship. The compiler living after the captivity and look- 
ing back to the history of his nation before its calamities, was 
animated with the desire of holding up the mirror of history 
before his contemporaries, that they might see the close connec- 
tion between regard for the true worship and national pro- 
sperity. He intended to give a brief histo^ of the people 
under David and his successors the kings of Judah, with chief 
reference to the efforts for estabbshing the true religion and 
exterminating idolatry; that the men of his time who were 
most efficient in placing ecclesiastical affairs on a firm foimda- 
tion and restoring the proper worship of Jehovah, might be 
encouraged. His treatment of the Imtory is regulated to a 
great extent by the ecclesiastical element. Hence we see his 
endeavours to give copious information about the tribe of Levi, 
its arrangements, divisions, offices and employments. The 
Levitical tendency of the book is manifest. Even in the genea« 

> De Wette, Einleit. p. 269, et Boqq., and Moyers, Krituche XTntenuohungen, 
u. I. w. p. 199 at saqq. 
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logical part, where the compiler speahs most fully of the tribe of 
Judah because David belonged to it, he gives more information 
concerning Levi than any other. Hastening on to David and 
the kingdom whose centre was Jerusalem, he cannot pass over 
Levi so diightly as the other tribes ; because the Levitical 
worship was meant to be a leading topic in his histoij of Judah. 

In accordance with this scope, we find most attention directed 
to the times in which religion prevailed among the people ; and 
to the men who were most active in purifying the people from 
idolatry. David, Solomon, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Hezekiah, 
Josiah, are described at length, in relation to the temple and 
its appointed ordinances. The tabernacle under David, and the 
temple with all pertaining to it, the preparations for its build- 
ing, its erection, dedication, repair, re-opening, and purifying, 
are dwelt upon. The dark times of prevailing idolatry and the 
kings who promoted it are rapidly glanced at ; as though the 
writer were reluctant to look at them. Thus the book forms a 
valuable supplement to the history of the theocracy given in 
earlier books. 

The spirit of the work is LeviticaL This is only natural 
because the author himself was a Levite. Besides, the spirit 
of the time he belonged to was Levitical. The temple 
had been rebuilt. The old worship had been restor^ ; 
and the people, awakened to new life, directed their atten- 
tion to that which reminded them of their former greatness. 
Long-neglected rites reappeared with a fresh activity that 
recalled former times. The writer dwells on such parts of 
the national history as were important and interesting in 
the eyes of his contemporaries. Ecclesiastical institutions, 
usages, and ceremonies, are described at length. His stand- 
point is an ecclesiastical one, and therefore the Levites every- 
where occupy the foreground, while the prophets are in tne 
distance. There is an absence of prophetic inspiration. And 
it is remarkable that a title is given to the older prophets which 
very rarely appears in the other historians — viz., or njH 

seer (1 Chron. ix. 22 ; xxvi. 28 ; xxix. 29 ; 2 Chron. ix. 29 ; 
xii. 15 ; xvi. 7 ; xix. 2). On the contrary the compiler of 
Kings presents a prophetic-didactic one. He devotes a com- 
paratively small space to accounts relating to external worship, 
and dwells particularly on the cause of the national misfor- 
tunes— apostasy of their fathers from the true God. But the 
Ohronist lived at a later period and in different circumstances. 
He looked back on the eanier history of his nation with feelings 
of reverence and admiration. It appeared great in his eyes: 
everything was magnified to him in the distance. Hence he 
presents it in a favourable light, or passes over the bad lightly. 
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He would rather set forth the good and the beautiful than 
the vicious. The past was seen by him and his contempo- 
raries in a brighter light than by the writer of Kings; all 
the more bright in consequence of the political position of 
the people. The peculiarities of the compiler of Chronicles 
can be accounted for in this manner. The religious as well 
as political state of the nation, the restored worship of God, 
the feelings natural to those who looked back to a better period 
of their country’s history, the cessation of the prophetic minis- 
try, and the efficacy attributed to the forms of external wor- 
ship, must have had a peculiar influence on the general view 
taken by his contemporaries of their history ; whicli view is 
faithfully reflected by the writer. He represented tlie prevail- 
ing stand-point of his day. One passage will put the writer’s 
Levitical tendency in a prominent manner betbre the reader. 
In 2 Chron. xxiii. 1-8 arc given the names of some persons 
engaged by Jehoiada in his conspiracy, and the assembling 
of the Levites out of all the cities of Judah. The parallel 
account in 2 Kings xi. does not assign the same distinction 
to the Levites and priests as the Chronist docs. “A third 
part of you entering on the Sabbath, of the priests and of the 
Levites, shall bo porters of the doors” (2 Chron. xxiii. 4). “Let 
none come into the house of the Lord, save the priests, and they 
that minister of the Levites; they shall go in, for they are 
holy,” etc. (ver. 6). ** The Levites shall compass the king round 
about, every man with his weapon in his hand,” etc. (7). “ The 
Levites and all Judah,” etc. (8). ‘‘ Jehoiada the priest dismis- 

sed not the courses ” (8). There is nothing in the parallel pas- 
sage corresponding to these duties committed to priests and 
Levites. In like manner, 2 Kings xi. 14 has no such phrase as 
that in 2 Chron. xxiii. 13, ‘'also the singers with instruments 
of music, and such as taught to sing praise.^’ “ The priest ap- 
pointed officers over the house of the Lord ” (2 Kings xi. 18) 
may be compared with “Jehoiada appointed the officers of the 
house of the Lord by the hand of the priests the Levites, whom 
David had distributed in the house of the Lord, to offer the 
bumt-ofierings of the Lord, as it is written in the law of Moses, 
with rejoicing and with singing, as it was ordained by David. 
And he set the porters at the gates of the house of the Lord, 
that none which was unclean in any thing should enter in” 
(2 Chron. xxiii. 18, 19). 

VIII. Apologetic spirit and historical credibility. — ^The 
book was compiled in an apologetic spirit, the writer having been 
desirous ti^resent the favourable side of his country’s history. 
Ulus in 1 iHings ix. 21 it is said that the children of Issael were 
not able utterly to destroy the old inhabitants of Canaan ; but 
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in 2 Ohron. viii. 8 the statement is softened into ^^whom the 
children of Israel destroyed not.*^ Hence many of the bad parts 
of David’s conduct which are honestly related in the books of 
Samuel and Kings are here omitted. Thus in 2 Sam. vi. 13 it is 
stated, that David took him more concubines and wives out of 
Jerusalem ; but in 1 Chron. xiv. 3 concubines are omitted, and 
only wives given. It is vain to deny with Bertheau that the 
former word has not been omitted, because concubines 

are mentioned in 1 Chron. iii. 9 ; for in the latter place concu- 
bines are merely spoken of in connexion withr their sons, to 
complete a list of David’s sons. In relation to the same king’s 
cruelty to the Moabites and Ammonites (2 Sam. viii. 2 ; xii. 31) 
the Chronicle- writer breaks off abruptly (1 Chron. xx. 3), He 
passes over David’s adultery and Uriah’s murder, as also his 
surrender of Saul’s posterity at the desire of the heathen 
Gibeonites (2 Sam. xxi. 1-11). The scene between him and 
Michal (2 Sam. vi. 20-23) is omitted that nothing should be said 
prejudicial to the king. In the divine message delivered to 
David by Nathan, the words, ^‘if he commit iniquity, I will 
chasten him \\dth the rod of men, and with the stripes of 
the children of men,” arc omitted, as giving an unfavourable 
part of the promise (1 Chron. xvii. 13 ; comp. 2 Sam. vii. 14), In 
like manner llezekiah’s humble message to Sennacherib to desist, 
telling him that he would bear whatever the latter should put 
upon him, the king of Assyria naming 300 talents of silver and 
thirty talents of gold, is passed over because the writer did not 
wish to weaken the impression of the wonderful deliverance of 
Judah by mentioning the misfortunes of Hezekiah in the earlier 
part of the Assyrian war. And it was not creditable to Heze- 
kiah that in order to pay the sum specified by Sennacherib “ he 
cut oft’ the gold from the doors of the temple of the Lord, and 
from the pillars which Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, 
and gave it to the king of Assyria” (2 Kings xviii. 14-16 ; comp. 
2 Chron. xxxii. 1). The judgment pronoimced by the writer of 
Bangs upon Abijam, ‘‘ he walked in all the sins of his father, 
which he had done before him” (1 Kings xv. 3), is omitted in 
2 Chron. xiii. 2. In the case of four kings, Joash, Amaziah, 
Uzziah, and Jotham, the formula is suppressed, “howbeit the 
high places were not taken away : as yet the people did sacrifice 
and burnt incense on the high places although it is appended 
to them in Kings. It is not mentioned that the brazen serpent 
was worshipped in Judah till its removal by Hezekiah (2 Kings 
xviii. 4). Tne last two examples shew a tendency in the writOT 
to speak less of the idolatry of the people than preceding his- 
torians. It is true that he aoes not omit to mention it in many 
places; but it is usually in such a connection as treats of the 
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reformation of worship and punishment of idolaters. In other 
cases he evinces a reluctance to speak at length of the prevail- 
ing idolatries; and therefore he treats of them very sum- 
marily, as in the case of Ahaz (comp. 2 Chron. xxviii. 23 with 
2 Kings xvi.), and Josiah (comp. 2 Chron. xxxiv. 33 with 2 
Kings xxiii. 4-20). In like manner the section relating to 
Solomon (1 Kings xi.) where his heathen women, his idolatry, 
and various unfortunate occurrences of his reign are related, is 
passed over. 

The Levitical and apologetic partialities of the writer appear 
most plainly in 2 Chron. xxiii. compared with 2 Kings xi. as 
has b^n already intimated. His arbitrary alterations of genuine 
history for the purpose of exalting his order are unmistakeable. 
The honour due to the Pretorian guards, as we learn from 2 
Kings xi. is here given to the Le\dtes, who are represented, 
very improbably, as having been gathered out of all the cities 
of Judah by the captains of hundreds. In the fourth and fifth 
verses of 2 Chron. xxiii., the three divisions of watchmen, with 
the exception of the second, are converted into watchmen of the 
temple ; whereas in 2 Kings xi. 5, 6, they are watchmen of the 
king's palace or person. Nothing can be plainer than the spirit 
of the Chronicle- writer when he says : “ but let none come into 
the house of the Lord save the priests and they that minister 
of the Levites: they shall go in, for they are holy.'* In the 
parallel passage in Kings, neither the priests nor the Levites 
appear; but the manner in which all honour is here assigned 
them harmonises with the general tone of the Chronicles. In 
conformity with these remarks let 2 Chron. xxiv. 6 be com- 
pared with 2 Kings xii. 6-8, and it will be seen how slightly a 
charge of embezzlement against the Levitical order is noticed 
— so slightly as to be almost suppressed. In 1 Cliron. x\dii. 17 
we read that the sons of David \vcre chief about the king," 
instead of priests, as in 2 Sam. viii. 18. jfhe Chronicle-writer 
could endure none but Levitical priests. In vain docs Movers 
try to shew that D'jriS <loc« mean priests in 2 Sam. but aer- 
tants or officers of the court} The best lexicographers are 
against him. 

Again, the kings of Syria and Israel besieged Ahaz in Jeru- 
salem; but their undertaking completely failed (2 Kings xvi. 
6, etc. and Is. vii. 1, 4, 7, rm. 10). To get rid of his enemies 
the king of Judah sent the treasures of the temple and palace to 
the king of Assyria, who helped him, conquered Damascus, and 
slew the king of Syria. But according to the Chronicles (2 
Chron. xxviii. 5, etc.), Ahaz was deliver^ into the hand of the 


1 Eritiflche Untersachuiigcn, u. 8. w. p. 301 ot soqq. 
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king of Syria because he was addicted to idolatry and offered 
his children to Mojoch. A great multitude of the Jews were 
carried away captive to Damascus ; the king of Israel also slew 
in one day 120,000 valiant men of Judah and took 200,000 
prisoners ; the Edomites smote Judah and carried away cap- 
tives ; the Philistines invaded the cities of the low country and 
of the south of Judah ; the king of Assyria came to Ahaz and 
distressed him, on which occasion Ahaz plundered the temple 
and his palace to send the treasures to the king of Assyria, but 
the latter helped him not. Here it may be assumed that one 
expedition of the kings of Syria and Israel is mentioned in Kings; 
another in Chronicles. But neither history contains a hint of 
two ; and it is obvious that the Chronicle- writer passes over the 
fortunate events of Ahaz’s life, making the unfortunate ones as 
prominent as possible. In any case two expeditions are highly 
improbable. According to 2 Kings, Ahaz gets a new altar 
made for the temple, after the pattern of one he had seen at 
Damascus ; causes it to be put in the place of the brazen one 
before in use, that the high priest might employ it for sacrifice ; 
and takes away \ arious articles out of the temple to purchase the 
help of the king of Assyria. But on the contrary, according 
to 2 Chron. xxviii. 22, etc., Ahaz sacrifices to the gods of 
Damascus in the time of his distress, thinking that they who 
had smitten him might help him (but they were the ruin of him 
and all Israel) ; shuts up the doors of the temple, makes altars 
in every corner of Jerusalem, and builds high places in every 
city of Judah to burn incense to strange gods. When he dies 
he is buried in Jerusalem, but not in the sepulchres of the kings; 
whereas the books of Kings state that he was buried icith his 
fathers in the city of David (2 Kings xvi. 20). Such varying 
accounts of Ahaz in the Chronicles and Kings can hardly be 
reconciled, and shew a tendency in the Clironist to pourtray his 
conduct in the most unfavourable light. 

Still farther, the Chronist’s account of Manassch is so unlike 
that given in the Kings, as to excite the attention of the critic 
and awaken grave doubts of historical fidelity on the part of the 
former. Two facts are related in Chronicles which arc unno- 
ticed in Kings — viz., the captivity of ^lanasseh in Babylon and 
his consequent return to the Lord (2 Chron. xsxxiii.). It cannot 
be said that the mere silence of the King- writer is of no pre- 
judice to the credit of the Chronist, if it can be shewn that the 
accounts of the one are irreconcilable with those of the other. 
His reforming measures, as narrated in 2 Chron. xxxiii., do not 
hang well together with those of 2 Kings xxi. ; for according to 
the latter, Amon did that which was eril in the sight of the 
Lord, as his father Mafiasseh did; he walked in all the way that 
VOL. n. 7 
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hi» father walked in ; served the idols that his father served and 
worshipped them, etc. There is no indication of his having 
restored the idols which his father had removed, as is said of 
Manasseh in relation to Hezekiah. When Josiah began his 
reforms he found idolatry widely spread, just as it is described 
in 2 Kings xxi. 3, etc. ; whereas it is related in the Chronicles 
that Manasseh took away the strange gods and the image of 
Astarte out of the temple, and all the altars that ho had built, 
and cast them out of the citv. In agreement >vith this lan- 
guage, Josiah commanded to l)e brought out of the temple all 
the vessels made for Baal, and for Astarte, and for all the host 
of heaven, and burned them out of Jerusalem ; beating down 
and destroying the altars which Manasseh had made in the two 
courts of the temple. There is no conceivable, rational explana- 
tion for the omission of 31anasseh*s reforms by the writer of the 
Kings ; especially as he must have himst.‘lf lived very near the 
time. If he did pass them by for some unknown reason, we 
should expect to find an allusion to them in some contemporary 
or later prophet, as is the case with regard to otlier facts 
described by the Chronist alone. But neither in Zephaniah, 
nor in Jeremiah, do wo find a corroborative hint. The contrary 
is implied in Jeremiah’s language (xv. 4 ; vii. 80, etc. ; xvi. 11, 
etc.). From a consideration of all the circumstances of the case, 
we must conclude the alleged reform, and consequently the re- 
pentance of Manasseh, to be unhistorical. In relation to tho 
captivity of Manasseh in Babylon, some critics who reject the 
alleged fact of his repentance and reforms, maintain its histori- 
cal reality; such as Movers, Thenius, and Bertheau. Tho 
silence of the writer of Kings respecting this captivity is very 
unfavourable to the idea of its actual existence. That so im- 
portant an event is omitted in those books, and was not found of 
course in the historical W'^ork from which ht) drew Ins materials, 
is calculated to shake our faith in its credibility. Not a hint of 
it appears in 2 Kings xx. 17, 18, though tliat is tlio natural 
place ; for there tho word 0^33 obviously denotes poster it not 
sons proper of Ilezfikiah ; and it is contrary to tho manner of 
the compiler of Kings to give a propluicy without, its fnlfilment. 
Hence 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11 cannot be tho accomplishment of tho 
prediction in 2 Kings xx. 17, 18. Tho latter w^as fulfilled in 
the time of Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel i. 2, etc.). Even tho pas- 
sage in Chronicles docs not say that other sons l)esidcs Manasseh 
were carried away into captivity and made eunuchs in tho palace 
at Babylon, or that Manasseh himself filled an office there ; es- 
pecially as there was no king of Babylon then, according *tc 
2 Chron. xxxiii. 11. Besides, it is related that tho king ol 
Assyria took Manasseh to Babylon, instead of to his own capital 
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to the very city which was then disposed to rebel against him. 
That is improbable. And who reigned in Jerusalem while 
Manasseh was prisoner in Babylon? When Jehoahaz was car- 
ried captive to Egypt by Pharaoh-necho, the latter made 
Eliakim king in his stead. When Nebuchadnezzar carried away 
Jehoiachin he made Zedekiah his uncle king in J udah : and 
when Zedekiah himself was subsequently made captive, Gedaliah 
became ruler of the land. But when Manasseh was taken away, 
we hear neither of governor nor king in his stead. Again, 
there is an indistinctness and generality in the words of Chro- 
nicles. “ The Lord brought upon them the captains of the host 
of the king of Assyria, which took Manasseh among the thorns, 
and bound him with fetters and carried him to Babylon.'* The 
king of Assyria is not named; the occasion of his making 
Manasseh captive is omitted; no governor is appointed in his 
stead. The Lord brought upon them the captains of the host 
of the king of Assyria." The language is poetical: “they 
took Manasseh with hooks and bound him with chains and 
carried him to Babylon " (2 Chron. xxxiii. 11), reminding one 
of Ezekiel xix. 4, 6, U, etc. The fact of this captivity seems to 
have originated in an inference drawn from Isaiah xxxix. 6, 7, 
and Ezekiel xix. 6, etc. 

Movers and Thenius appeal, for evidence of the historical 
credibility of the hict, to the writer’s finding it in the sources 
whence he drew liis materials. In 2 Chron. xxxiii, 18, 19, 
reference is made to t/ic book of the kings of Israel and to the 
sayings of the scci's (Hosai) for the acts of Manasseh. But the 
Chronist was not a mere compiler bound to the historical sources 
before him ; he used them freely and in the manner of his time. 
The book of the kings of Israel was not very much older than 
his own work ; at all events there was sufficient time between 
the period of Manasseh and the composition of the Chronicles 
for the influence of tradition in dressing out the older history, 
and enlarging it wdth apocryphal additions. 

Many critics, Movers, Keil, Ilavernick, Duncker,' Ewald, 
refer to Ezra iv. 2, and bring Manassch’s captivity into con- 
nexion with the statement there made — viz., that Esarhaddon 
carried away settlors from Babylonia and upper Asia to ^maria, 
and may on that occasion have subjugated Judah, taking Ma- 
nassch prisoner. AVe cannot perceive the connexion between 
Esarhaddon’s transplanting settlers out of other countries into 
Samaria, and his undertaking a warlike expedition against 
Palestine, All that can be inferred from the fact of his re- 
moving inhabitants from the eastern parts of his kingdom to 


^ Ooscbichte d. Altcrthiim. II. 
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Samaria is, that he had previously conquered their people. If 
it be thought that the testimony of Abydenus (in Eusebius’s 
Ghron. Armen.'), favours a war of Esarhaddon in Palestine when 
we read that Axerdis got possession of Egypt and the interior 
parts of Syria [partesque interiores 8yrtae\ it should first be 
shewn that Axerdis and Esarhaddon are identical, and that the 
phrase inner parts of Syria refers to a conquest of Jerusalem. 
This is impossible. 

On reviewing all the circumstances of the case, it appears to 
us that the alleged captivity of Manasseh, as well as his repent- 
ance, is unhistorical. The carrying away of Jehoiachin and 
Zedekiah to Babylon, furnished a pattern for the alleged event. 
It is strange that Thenius and Ewald uphold the credit of the 
Chronist on this point, though they impugn it so frequently in 
other places. Movers and Bertheau naturally defend it here, 
Graf has fully shewn the untenableness of both facts. ^ 

There is no doubt that the Chronicles are inferior to the 
books of Samuel and Kings in their historical contents. Hence 
when the accounts are contradictory, the older books are com- 
monly preferable. Perhaps some of his sources were not in 
all respects trustworthy, and following them he was misled. 
Tradition had influenced them unfavourably in progress of 
time ; as we know that it is always moulding the history of 
a nation, more prejudicially in proportion to the length of 
time which has elapsed since the events narrated took place. 
Such tradition had aflected various parts of the history in 
the interval between the writer of Kings and the compiler 
of Chronicles. The latter of course followed it ; and his ma- 
terials suflTered in value according to the nature of the tradi- 
tion acting upon them. Whether he himself derived some 
things directly from oral tradition is uncertain. In the ab- 
sence of data, it would be ra.sh to pronounce an opinion. 
There is no good reason for denying him such liberty, or for 
thinking it unworthy. But the chief u.se he made of tradition 
in its incorporation with written sources w^as indirect. There 
he could not separate it, even if he would, from the genuine 
historical elements ; and therefore he related things as he found 
them already represented. In some instances, the document 
before him seems to have been unintelligible, and therefore it 

S ve rise to an incorrect statement on the part of the Chronist. 

iVs in 2 Kings xiv. 7 we read of Amaziah, that he slew of 
Edoih^ in the valley of Salt, 10,000, and took Sclah by war, 
giving it another name. But in 2 Chroii. xxv. 11 we read, that 
after smiting 10,000 in the valley of Salt, he and his men car- 

^ Page 25, ed. Mai. * Studien und Kritikcn for 1859, p. 467 et leqq. 
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ried away oilier 10,000 captives and brought them to the top of 
the rock, and cast them down headlong from the top of it. 
Here one is tempted to think, that the rock has been made out 
of Petra or Selah in 2 Kings xiv., and that the 10,000 captives 
have sprung from the other 10,000 ; for it is a suspicious cir- 
cumstance that the prisoners should be equal in number to the 
slain. 

If it be asked how the compiler employed his sources, the 
question is difficult to answer. He did not make his extracts^ 
trom them verbally and slavishly. In other words, he was not 
a mere copyist or abridgcr of existing accounts. He must have 
used them freely and independently. This is apparent from 
the way in which he has spoken of some things, giving them a 
turn which they could not have had in his sources, enlarging 
them with fresh particulars, and impressing upon them his own 
manner. Such free use of the materials before him indicates a 
man who did not scruple when he saw fit to carry his own 
preferences into tlie domain of his narrative. Thus w’^e read 
only in 2 Kings that Ahaz ** cut off the borders of the bases and 
removed the laver from off them, and took down the sea from 
off the brazen oxen that vrcrc under it, and put it upon a pave- 
ment of stones. And the covert for the sabbath that they had 
built in the house, and the king’s entry without, turned he from 
the house of the Lord for the king of Assjoia.” But in 2 Chron. 
xxviii. 24, it is related that he did worse than this. He gathered 
together the vessels of the house of God and cut them in pieces, 
and shut up the doors of the house of the Lord. Here the 
writer wnshes to depict in strong terms Aliaz’s hatred against 
the temple- worship of Jeliovah, and his attachment to heathen 
idols. Both circumstances, his cutting in pieces all the vessels 
of the temple and closing the doors of the house of Jehovah, 
can hardly be true, because it is expressly intimated that the 
worship of God still continued in his reign (2 Kings xvi. 
15, etc.), and because it was needless to close up the temple 
after making altars ‘*in every corner of Jerusalem” for the 
worship of idols. The Chronist has here intensified his dislike 
of idolatry by painting Ahaz in very strong lines. Jn harmoOT 
with what has just been said, Ahaz is said in 2 Chron. xxviii. o, 
to have burnt his children in the fire ; whereas, in 2 Kings xvi. 3, 
we find the singular, his son, who also was made to ^*pass 
through” the fire : whether burnt in it or not is left ambiguous. 

The mode in which Jehoiada the priest takes measures for 
crowning Joash is differentlv related by the Chronist from that 
in Kinjgs. By the help of the Levites belonging to aU the 
cities of Judah and the chief of the fathers of Israel the young 
king wras put upon the throne. So the Chronist states. But 
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tite 0£ane thing is effected by Jehoiada through the instrumen- 
tality of the rulers over hundreds, the captains and the guard, 
according to the writer of Kings. Tlie Lcvitical partiality of 
the Chronicle- writer appears here as elsewhere in altering the 
account as it stands in Kings (comp. 2 Chron. xxiii. 1-11 with 
2 Kings xi. 4-12). These examples may serve to show the 
general credibility of the accounts contained in the books before 
us so far as they ai'c imrallel with those in 8amucl and Kings. 
The writer usually followed his sources without falsifying them. 

It cannot be maintained, however, either that his sources were 
aVays as good as those followed by the writer of the Kings, or 
that he reproduced them so exactly and faithfully. In places 
where liis narrative contradicts the earlier books, it is almost 
always less reliable. Tims 2 Chron. xx. 3(3, 37, states that 
Jehoshaphat joined himself w’ith Ahaziah king of Israel to make 
ships to go to Tarshish : and they made the ships in Ezion- 
gaber. But Eliezer prophesied against liiin for this alliance, 
predicting the shattering of the ships, which came to pass 
accordingly. In 1 Kings xxii. 48, 4!^ it is stated that these 
ships of Tarshish were made to go to OpUir for gold, but went 
not, because they were broken at Ezioii-gaber. There was no 
alliance between Jeliosliaphat and Ahaziah in the expedition ; 
for when the latter proi)os<?d it, Jehosliaphat refused. 

In 2 Chron. xxii. 8, etc. it is siikl that Jehu, when executing 
judgment upon the house of Ahab, found the princes of Judali 
and the sons of the brethren of Aliaziali, and slew them. But in 
2 Kings X. 13, they arc said to be the brethren of Ahaziah, In 
2 Chron. xxi. 16, 17, all thc.se brethren arc represented as 
carried off by the I’hilistincs and Arabians, except the youngest, 
Jehoahaz or Aliaziali, which disagrees with 2 Kings viii. 26, 
xi. 2. And when the Chronicle- w^riter states that Ahaziah was 
the youngest son of Jehoram, this could hardly be the case. IIo 
was twenty-two years old (not forty-tw^o, as stated in 2 Chron. 
xxii. 2) when he begfin to reign. Ilis father Jehoram was 
thirty-two years old when he began to reign (xxi. 20) and 
reigned eight years. Thus Jehoram is made to begot Ahaziah 
when he was seventeen years old, and yet lie was the youngest 
of forty-two ! 

In 2 Chron. xxii. 9, we read that Ahaziah was concealed in 
Samaria', whence he was brought into the presence of Jehu, and 

S it to death. But 2 Kings ix. 27 relates that ho died at 
egiddo of a wound receiv^ in his chariot. The latter is the 
oorreot account. 

According to 2 Chron. xi. 20, Rehoboam took Maachah the 
dmi^hter of Absalom, who bare him Abijah. This agrees with 
1 Kmgs XY. 2. But it does not agree with what the Chronist 
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elfiewliere states, for he says that the name of Abijah’s mother 
was Michaiah, the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah (2 Chron- xiii. 2). 

In 2 Chron. xv. 19, we read that there was no war unto the 
thirty-fifth year of Asa’s reign. This is contrary to 1 Kings 
XV. 16, where it is said that there was war between Asa and 
Baasha all their days. Baasha lived only to the twenty-seventh 
year of Asa (1 Kings xv. 33). 

In 2 Chron. xxxvi. 6, we read that Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon came up against Jehoiakim, and bound him in fetters, 
to carry him aw^ay to Babylon. Tliis does not agree with 
2 Kings xxiv. 6, nor with Jeremiah xxii. 18, 19, xxxvi. 30,, 
which obviously knew nothing of his captivity. The infinitive 

with lamed to lead him, must mean tliat Jehoiakim was 

actually led aw^ay, as appears from a comparison of IHK 
(Jer. xxxix. 7) with (Jer. lii. 11, and 2 Kings xxv.^. 

The Chronist probably chose the indefinite expression, because 
he perceived that liis account was inconsistent wnth the pas- 
sages in 2 Kings and Jeremiah just specified. This also ex- 
plains why the death and burial of Jehoiakim arc omitted by 
the Chronist, contrary to his usual manner. The alleged fact of 
Jehoiakim’s captivity seems to have arisen from confounding 
him with Jehoiaeliiii. Those who reconcile the fact of Jehoia- 
kim’s being carried away to Babylon (Chronicles), with hie 
death and bunal at or in Jerusalem (Kings and Jeremiah), sup- 
pose that ho returned from captivity and assumed the reins of 
government in Jerusalem as a vassal of the Chaldeans, drawing 
ujxin their imagination for this, since the Chronicles do not hint 
at a return. 

According to 2 Kings xvi. 5. etc., the kings of Assyria and 
Israel march against Aliaz and besiege him in Jenisalcm ; but 
they could not overcome him. In order to free himself from his 
enemies, the king of Judah sends the treasures of the temple 
and of his palace to the king of Assyria who helps him, conquer^ 
Damascus, and kills the king of Syria. But 2 Chron. xxviii. 
5, etc., makes Ahaz to bo delivered up to the king of Syria who 
carries aw'ay a great multitude captive to Damascus ; the 
Edomites smite Judah and carry away captives ; the Philistines 
invade the cities of the low country and the south of Judah ; the 
king of Assyria comes against Ahaz and distresses him, in con- 
sequence of wdiich the latter plunders the temple and his palace 
to send the treasures to the king of Assyria, wmo, however, helps 
him not Here the discrepancy is apparent if, as is most pr<h 
bahle, both WTiters refer to the same events in the life of Ahaz. 
But many critics make two different campaigns of the kings of 
Syria ana Israel against Ahaz, though neither speaks of a earn- 
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paign. They differ of course in settling whether the Chronicles 
sp^ik of the earlier or later one. We agree with Caspari,^ that 
both treat of the same expedition, though not with his settle- 
ment of the order of events, nor with that of Bertheau. One 
expedition and one time seems to be intended, and therefore the 
narratives do not harmonise. What favours their identity is 
the circumstance that, if the Chronist speaks of one campaign 
and the writer of Kings of another, the former presents nothing 
but disastrous events in tlie history of Ahuz, omitting the 4 )ros- 
perous ones ; while, on the contrary, the latter purposely omits 
. the unfortunate things in that monarch’s reign, and narrates 
none but the successful. It is highly improbable that the 
respective writers confined themselves to one side of the picture. 
To assume it is to prejudice the historical character of both. 

The Chronist’s love of the marvellous appears very conspicu- 
ously in 2 Chron. xx. 1-30, in which the destruction of the 
Moabites and their alhes is recorded. According to the declara- 
tion of a prophet, Jehoshaphat and his ])eople would only have 
to stand still and not tight. “ The Lord set ambushments 
against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which 
were come against Judah. And they were smitten. For the 
children of Anunon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants 
of mount 8cir, utterly to slay and destroy them, and when they 
had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to 
destroy another.” Thus the enemies of Judah extenninated 
one another, so that the whole plain was covered with dead 
bodies, and not one escaped. The word translated ambushments 
means powers or angels commissioned by God to bring about the 
destruction of the army. Of course this cannot be true history. 

It speaks favourably on behalf of the Chronist’s general 
fidelity that ho has in some cases given two different accounts of 
the same thing which he found in his sources ; as in 1 Chron. 
xxiii. 24-32, compared with xxiii. 3, it being staked in the one 
case that the Levites were to do service in the house of the 
Lord from twenty years of age and upwards ; in the other, from 
thirty. Tlie twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth verses show why 
David departed from the legal number thirty ; and therefore 
there is no ground for endeavouring to find some method of 
reconciling the varying statements. Both numbers are given 
as the compiler found them. 

The historical character of the book has been most impugned in 
the materials which arc peculiar to themselves. Here the Levi- 
tical bias of the writer appears very strongly, impregnating them 
with improbable particulars. But it should always be recollected 

> Ueber den Byrisch-epbraimitiiohen Krieg unter Jotham uud p. 28, et aeqq. 
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tliat the author being himself a Levite, and taldng a post-exile 
view of the public worship of Jehovah, brings before the reader 
arrangements connected with divine service in the temple : that 
he was a native of Judah — ^which was much less addicted to 
idolatry than Israel — and that pious kings who manifested right- 
minded zeal for the gloiy of God are commended; while the 
ruinous consequences of idolatrous practices are shewn. The 
general credibility of the writer’s communications may be safely 
asserted. In many cases they can be confirmed by independent 
testimony. Thus the victory of Asa over the Etluopians under 
Zerah is described in a manner accordant with the historical 
relations of ancient Egypt. The Ethiopians marched finm 
Egypt, and tliither they went back. Accordingly it may be 
inferred that this Ethiopian king possessed Egyq)t, and therefore 
his territory extended near the borders of Pdcstine. Hero- 
dotus relates that several of the Egyptian kings were Ethiopians. 
The successive and minute details in the narrative are such as 
bear the stamp of historical truth, not of fiction. Thus it is 
said that Zerah came with an immense army as far as Maresha. 
There in a valley called Zephathah, Asa went forth to meet 
the Ethiopian, w'hom he smote and pursued as far as Gerar on 
the Egyptian border. lie also destroyed all the cities round 
about Gerar, and found in them very much spoil. With that 
spoil, consisting of sheep, oxen, and camels, in abundance, he 
returned to Jerusalem ; where in the third month of the fifteenth 
year of Asa’s reign, a thank-offering of it was presented unto 
the Lord, 700 oxen and 7,000 sheep. And it is expressly stated 
that the strangers out of Ephraim and Manasseli, as well as 
out of Simeon, came to the festivity, w hich agrees with 1 Kings 
XV. 17. 

The invasion of Jerusalem by' the Philistines and Arabians in 
the reign of Jehoram (2 Chron. xxi. 16, 19) is confirmed by 
Joel iv. 5, 6. The Chronist relates that they^ carried away all 
the substance that w^as found in the king’s house, and his sons 
and his wives. Although it is not said that they plundered 
Jerusalem, the thing is plainly implied. To this Joel alludes : 
“Because ye have taken my silver and my gold, and have 
carried into your temples my goodly pleasant things.” 

The w^ars of Uzziah and Ahaz against the Philistines, as des- 
cribed in 2 Chron. xxvi. 6, and xxviii. 18 agree wdth Is. xiv. 28, 
etc., and Amos vi. 2. The Chronist. mentions the important 
buildings which Uzziah and Jotham undertook (2 Chron. xxvi. 
6, 9 ; xxvii. 4) : so does the prophet Ilosea (viii, 14). In 2 Chron. 
xxxii. 3-5 the measures taken by Hezekiah to strengthen Jeru- 
salem against Sennacherib are described. He st^p^ the foim- 
tains writhout the city and the brook (Kedron). The same thing 
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is described by Is. xxii. 9, 11. He built up all the wall that 
was broken, 2 Chron. xxxii. 5. This is referred to in Is. xxii. 
9. He made darts and shields in abundance, 2 Chron. xxxii. 6. 
This is expressed in Isaiah by the words, “ Thou didst look in 
that day to the armour of the house of the forest^* (Is. xxii. 8). 

The examples now given create a favourable impression in the 
reader’s mind of the fidelity of the Chronist in the sections and 
particulars peculiar to himself. Yet it must not be concealed 
that there are serious suspicions against his accuracy in all 
places. As it would be foolish to doubt his exactness wherever 
he narrates something new ; so it would be hazardous to assert 
his universal trustworthiness in such places. The latter, we 
believe, cannot be supported any more than the former. 
Customs and usages established in the time of the writer are 
sometimes transferred to an earlier period. Tlius in 1 Chron. 
xvi. a psalm of praise is representc'd as sung by David’s order, 
which was not tlien extant in its present state. The parts of it 
are found scattered through various psalms. \"ersos 8-22 arc 
from cv. at the commencement. Verses 23-33 arc from xevi. 
Verses 34-3C are from the close of cvi. The verbal dilferences 
arc not very great, nor can the text of the one be well corrected 
by that of the other source. Two sup])ositions are possible, viz., 
that the poem as it appears in Chronicles is the original of cv., 
xevi., and also of cvi. 1, 47, 48. This is the view taken bv 
Hitzig, who thinks that the Chronicle- v ri ter (‘ornposed it witli 
the help of some earlier psfilms,* In favour of tliis, it may be 
said that the text in Chronicles contains the earlier and original 
readings ; but that admits of exceptions, though as a whole the 
text is certainly the more original one. Another hypothesis is, 
that the psalm as it is now was made by tlie church out of 
others well known, for liturgi(^al use. '\Vhother the Clironist 
himself did so, or whether it w'as in use before his time, is 
uncertain. In either case no critic pretends that cither the 
psalm in Chronicles, or those from which it was made, was as 
early as the time of David. 

In the twenty-eightli and twenty-ninth chapters of 1 Chron. 
it is not difficult to see that the historical materials have been 
very freely elaborated after such late view's as prevailed in the 
wrritcr’s time. The main facts arc certainly historical, viz., that 
David had made preparations for building the temple, and had 
j^yen to Solomon the exact plan of it, as well as niany definite 
injunctions respecting the carrjdng out of the plan, and the 
making of the holy vessels. But a good deal of the adventitious 
is associated with the historical basis. David’s solemn addresses 


1 Die Pialmcit, u. s. w. toI. ih p. 160. 
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in both chapters are but the drapery in which the writer has 
clothed certain ideas and facts. It has often been suspected 
that in the list of the Levites, the courses of the priests, the 
sinp^rs, and officers of the Levites minutely described in 
1 Chron. xxiii.-xxvi. later arrangements and names appear; 
J90 that more is attributed to David’s organization than what 
actually belonged to it. Every critical reader must allow that 
such suspicions are well foimded ; since the evidences of unhis- 
toricalness in the accounts are plain. It is true that many 
particulars are given in a very uncertain way 1^ the Chronist, 
so that we are doubtful respecting their intention and scope ; 
but enough appears to justify the assertion that the organisation 
of priests and Levites assigned to David cannot be looked upon 
as exact. Thus the collective positions assigned to the porters 
did not then exist as a whole ; for the west side of the temple 
seems to have had no door before the captivity any more than it 
had after it ; and adult grandsons of Obed-Edom, David’s con- 
temporary, are represented among the porters separated to the 
office by David (1 Chron. xxvi.). It is also observable that the 
writer speaks of 24 head porters (1 Chron. xxri. 17-19) and 
4000 porters in a way which, compared with a variety of cir- 
cumstances mentioncxl in his w'ork, shews that he distributed 
the 4000 among the 24, so as to have 167 for each, i.e. 24 for 
each day of the week under every head porter. The Chronist 
litis a partiality for the number 24. In the present instance 
it has been shewn by Ilerzfeld' that in his day there were 
only 19 divisions of porters, to which he annexed five addi- 
tional ones out of the family of Obed-Edom. Thus too, 24,000 
Lcvitical overseers are assigned to the time of David (1 Chron. 
xxiii. d), and twelve times 24,000 Israelites attributed to his 
service on the same arbitrary principle. We must therefore 
hold that the coraj)il('r lias taken post-exile arrangements re- 
lating to the priests and Levites, and transferred them to the 
time of David ; not indeed in tlie fonn in which they existed in 
his own day, but in a form partly of his own invention. By 
mingling fiction with reality he made out a system suitable, as 
he supposed, to the regal wisdom of David. 

We have already seen the writer’s partialitj’^ for genealo^es, 
so that he gave some twice. Tlic same tendency to repetition 
appears in the historical parts, where perhaps w’e may find 
inadvertency rather tlian design. Thus 2 Chron. i. 14-17 re- 
appears in ix. 25-28 ; and 2 Chron. ii. 1 in ii. 17. In both 
instances the latter are their true places. It would be rash to 
found on these few cases a charge of negligence ; though a very 


^ Oeschichtc dos T. Israel, vol. i. p. 387 ot seqq. 
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cartful writer would hardly have repeated himself in the manner 
indicated. 

IX. State of the Text. — ^The state of the text in Chronicles 
is closely connected with the judgment which may be pro- 
nounced on the nature of the contents. If the text be regarded 
as exceedingly corrupt, some of the contradictions and dif- 
ficulties which appear in the narratives may be easily removed. 
But if the text taken as it is and adhcre<l to, inaccuracy will 
often lie at the door of the writer. We believe that the text w 
more corrupt than that of any other sacred book. Transcribers 
have made more mistakes in copying it. The reasons are per- 
haps not very remote. "WTierevcr numerous j^roper names 
occur, there is greater liability to err. So with regard to num- 
bers; for letters alike in shape being used as numerals, were 
easily interchanged. 

The foUoudng variations in the orthograpliy of names occur 
in the first eleven cha])ters. Most of them perhai)s originated 
with transcribers. Some did not. 


nan i. 6 

ne^'B^nni. 7 

i. 7 

i. 17 

i. 22 

B'lJJ' i. 35 

'BJJ i. 36 

Dam i. 39 

i. 40 

’SB' i. 40 

plOn i. 41 

}j53r »• 42 

nv» 1, 46 

■m i. 50 

’jrs i. 50 

TYhlf i. 51 

mDT ii. 6 

’DlSs ii. 9 

KJ»B' ii. 13 

"in’ ii. 17 


Gen. X. 3 
LT'Crnn Gen. X. 4 
D'lnn Gen. x. 4 
Gen. X. 23 

^S’ly Gen. X. 28 
E''!?’ Gen. xxxvi. 5 
isy Gen. XXX vi. 11 
Gen. xxxvi. 22 
pSy Gen. xxxvi. 23 
Gen. xxxvi. 23 
pDH Gen. xxxvi. 2(3 
ipSn Gen. xxxvi. 27 
Gen. xxxvi. 35 
Gen. xxxvi. 39 
lyS Gen. xxxvi. 39 
niSy Gen. xxxvi. 40 
'lat Josh. vii. 1, 17, 18 
3*73 1 Chron. ii. 18 
nSB^ 1 Sam. xvi. 9 

2 Sam. xvii. 25 



8TATB OF THX TEXT. 


109 


‘?N'3‘Tiii. 1 

... at^a 2 Sam. iii. 3 

NJWOB'iu. 5 

... jn^SB'^Sam. V. 14 



. . . Qjl^ha 2 Sam. xi. 3 

iii. 6 

... 2 Sam. V. 15 

JTJ'Sk iii. 8 

... jn’S^a 1 Chron. xiv. 7 

jne^-rQ m. 5 

... JiaB>‘na 2 Sam. xL 3 

iv. 24 ; Num. xxvi. 

12 Sxia' Gen. xlvi._10 ; Ex. vL 15 

an' iv. 24 

. . . J'ZD' Num. xxvi. 12 

mt iv. 24 

... Gen. xlvi. 10 

nnSa iv. 29 

. . . T\h^ JosH. xix. 3 

•Piniv. 29 

. . . Josh. xix. 4 

‘?6i'ina iv. 30 

. . . h)TO, Josh. xix. 4 

D'DID Txn iv. 31 

... MDID ‘TVn Josh. xix. 5 

'Kia nn iv. 31 

... Josh. xix. 6 

D'“)J7Ei iv. 31 

. . . Josh. xix. 6 

DtD^y iv. 32 

... Josh. xix. 7 

'laS vi. 2 

. . . |*T3^ 1 Chron. xxiii. 7, 8 

nn' vi. 5 

... 1 Chron. xxiii. 8 

yiy vi. 6 

. . . 1 Chron. vi. 26 

vi. 6 

. . . 1 Chron. vi. 26 

^NE'vi. 9 

. . . SnV 1 Chron. vi. 21 

n’ty vi. 9 

. . . nniy 1 Chron. vi. 21 

manK vi. 10 

. . . nriD 1 Chron. vi. 20 

'SlXvi. 11 

... tj^lfvi. 20. 1 Sam. i. 1 

jinj vi. 11 

... mnvi. 19. innisam. i. 1 

IK'Sk vi. 12 

. . . ^X'Sx vi. 19. in'Sx 1 Sam. i. 1 

vi. 43 

. . . Josh. xxi. 15 ; comp. xv. 51 

{b>J; vi. 44 

... Josh. xxi. 16 

naSji vi. 45 

... Josh. xxi. 18 

ayaiT 53 

... Josh. xxi. 22 

*l3y-nK vi. 65 

. . . Josh. xxi. 25 

jni vi. 56 

... pSl Josh. xxi. 27 

rfrmn vi. se 

... nane^ya Josh. xxi. 27 

Bnpvi. 67 

... p'B>p Josh. xxi. 28 
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nifiKI vi. 5». 
D3S? vi. 58 
Vrftvi. 59 . 
jjpinvi. 60 . 
pDn vi. Cl . 
D'r>''Tp vi. Cl 
Ilia-) vi. 62 . 

niaxii-i. 65. 

nxis vii. 1 . 

a'jy’ vii. 1 . 

Uh& '-ii. 1-3 . 
m3 TO. 20 . 

nnn vu. 20 . 

TO. 82 . 

mriK TOi. 1 . 

mN viii. 3 
JS'lBB' ■'■iii. 5 . 


nKSB> 't-iii. 32 

mjnn' vin. sc 
jriND viii. 3 . 5 .. 

n£3*1 viii. 37 . . . 
'nij^ix. 4 ... 

5 ... 

niTn' ix. 12 .. 
npapiix. 15... 
'“)3T ix. 1-5 
nnasix. ic.. 
nnfflB^ix. 16.. 

35 ... 

1 -mxi. 12 .. 
'mriKn xi. 12 


W&'n' Josh. xxi. 29 
Josh. xxi. 29 
Josh. xxi. 30 
npbn Josh. xxi. 31 
nxn nan Josh. xxi. 32 
}n*1p Josh. xxi. 32 
n3ai Josh. xxi. 35 
T\J2r\ Josh. xix. 21 
nis Goii. xlvi. 1 3 ; Num. xxvi. 23 
:Xiiin. xxvi. 24. Gen. 
xlvi. 13 

Gi n xlvi. 24 ; Num. 
xxvi. 49 

uni. xxvi. 35 
jHn X^inn. xxvi. 35 
1 Chron. vii. 34 
Dl'nX Xuin. xxvi. 38 
(ion. xlvi. 21 
Xiiiii. xxvi. 30. 

1 r’hron. vii. 12. D'SD Gen. 
xlvi. 21 

DXatr 1 niroii. ix. 38 
1 Cliron. ix. 42 
jnnn 1 I’linm. ix. 41 
n'3‘n 1 Gliroii. ix. 43 
Xi’h. xi. 4 
n'trp x<4i. xi. 5 
nnX X(4i. xi. 13 
n^pnpa Xrh. xi. 17 
nn? Xoh. xi. 17 
Knay Xeh. xi. 17 
jnatr xeh. xi. 17 
1 8am. ix. 1 
1 Chron. xxvii. 4 
'nriN P 2 Sam. xxiii. 9 
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'iioanxi. 11 

W3n-n« TT)j; xi, ii 

S»n-B>'«xL22 

’“iiTn nw xi. 27 

'llVsn xi. 27 

'33D xi. 29 

'S'J? xi. 29 

•T*?n xi. 30 

nin xi. 32 

xi. 32 

'D'linan xi. 33 

WB'-p jniv 'iiun DB'n 'J3 

mnn xi. 34 , “ TIio sons of 
Ilaslicm the Gizonitc, Jona- 
than the son of Shago the 
Ilararito.” 

xi. 3o 

*m30n nan 5 iih p 

1 Chron. xi. 35, 3G, ** Eli- 
phal the son of Ur, Ilcphcr 
the Mccherathito.’’ 

'iSfin n*n{< xi. 30 

'atK p ps3 xi. 37 

ini 'nX 7XV xi. 38, “ Jool tho 
brother of Nathan.” 

nan p nnao xi. 38, “ aiibhar 

the son of Ilttgj'ovi.” 


'aiaann 2 sam. xxiii. s 

laxin lany 2 Sam. xxiii. 8 
n B^'X 2 Sam. xxiii 20 
mnn r\W 2 Sam. xxiii. 25 
'taSsn 2 Sam. xxiii. 26 
^3^0 2 Sam. xxiii. 27 
2 Sam. XX uL 28 
nhrt 2 Sam. xxiii. 29 
2 Sam. xxiii. 30 
nx a Sam. xxiii. 31 
2 Sam. xxiii. 31 

nnnn nibtr 

2 Sam. xxhi. 32, 33, ^^The 
sons of Jasben, Jonathan, 
Shammah the Ilararitc.*' 

2 Sam. xxiii. 33 

'n^yan p nDnx-|a ts^S’Vx 

2 Sam. xxiii. 34, “ Eliphelet 
the son of Ahasbai, the son 
of the Maachathito.^' 

'ihin S'Snnx p oy’Sx 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 34 

'3^Xn 2 Sam. xxiii. 35 

}ni p VXI’ 2 Sam. x.Kiii. 36, 
“ Igal the son of Nathan.” 
n3n '31 2 Sam, xxiii. 3C, 
“ Baiii tho Gaditc.” 


In tho historical part similar variations occur, though they are 
by no means so frequent or extensive ; as, 

niy Tm 1 Chron. xviii. 3, 5, 7, 8 nm ITl 2 Sam. xiil 3, cte. 

HHltS 1 Chron. xviii. 8 HtDl 2 Sam. viii. 8 

lyn 1 Chron. xviii. 0 2 Sam. \'iii. 9 

Dinn 1 Chron. xviii. 10 Sam. viii. 10 
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*BD 1 Ckron. xx. 4 ... . 

p-lKl Chron. xxi. 15... . 

Chron. xxiii. 16 . 

1 Chron. xxiii. 18.. 

2 Chron. iv. 17 
pnns 2 Chron. xxxiv. 20 . , 
innty 2 Chron. xxii. 6 


... t|D 2 Sam. xxi. 18 
... n;3^1X 2 Sam. xxiv. 16 

. . . 1 Chron. xxv. 4 

... WdVb'I Chron. xxiv. 22 
. . . 1 Kings vii. 46 

. . . 2 Kings xxii. 12 

. . . 2 Kings viii. 29 


In determining whether cither parallel text in these instances is 
corrupt, and if so whieli is the original, as well as in llic mode of 
rectifying the corruption, the critic ieels great difficulty ; because 
it is imjx)ssiblc to avoid taking into the question antecedent 
ftjelings respecting the general character and comparative ac- 
curacy of the respective writers. Letters having Ix^en used as 
numerals in ancient times, one letter was often mistaken for 
another by transcribers, and hence manv corruptions got into 
the text. The following list will shew tliat the K|>ecifieation of 
numbers must sometimes be rectified in tlie text of the Chro- 
nicles. Not that the parulhd numbers in Samuel and Kings 
are always right. On the contrary, tliosc in the Chronicles are 
sometimes right when t/if’// arc wrong. An example of this 
appears in 2 Chron. ii. 17, where tlic overseers of Solomon 
appointed to superintend tlie work-people in the stone quarries 
and on Lebanon, is given 3,G(K) ; whereas in 1 Kings v. IG, it is 
3,300. The former allows of one overseer lor every fifty men ; 
the whole number being 180,000. The latter docs not har- 
monise with the proportion of one to fifty.^ In every ease the 
probabilities in favour of the nuinlx^r in Chronicles, or in the cor- 
responding passage in other liistorical books, should be (•arefullv 
weighed, and a judgment be made accordingly. We shall 
merely indicate the differences, without pointing out in the 
individual cases which numlx'r is right. And it ought to be 
remarked, that all the numbers given should not be j)ronounced 
corrupt or attributed to transcribers. We believe that not a 
few of them are 7tow as they were ; even though they 

seem incredibly large, or are opposed to the corresixmding 
numbers elsewhere. It is easy to explain away their largeness 
by assuming that there has been an error in transcription ; but 
this proceeds on an a j^riori theory of inspiration whicdi is base- 
less, having none other OTound in its favour than the tcish of 
him who would persuade himself that the minutest points in the 


* See Bimeen'fl Bibelwerk. Ewte AbthcUong, zweyter Thoil, p. 216. 
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Bible bistory were infallibly correct aa they came from the 
inspi]^ authors. 

What we wish to convey to the reader by the following list, 
of discrepant numbers is the fact, that there are some corrup- 
tions in the text of the Chronicles where numbers are given. 


Jair had 23 cities in Gilead (1 Chron. 
ii. 23). 

Jashobeam, one of David’s mighty 
men, slew 300 at one time (I Chron. xi. 
11 ). 

The famine proposed by Gad to David 
is said to have lasted three years (1 
Chron. xxi. 12). 

"When David numbered the people 
Judah had 470,000 men (1 Chron. xxi. 


Solomon had 4,000 stalls (2 Chron. 
ix. 25). 

Jchoiachin was eight years old when 
he became king (2 Chron. xxx^d. 9). 

David slew of the flying Aramaeans 
7,000 men who fought in chariots (1 
Chron. xix. 18). 

The sum of the people numbered 
under Darid amounted to 1,100,000 
(1 Chron. xxi. 5). 

David bought the threshing-floor of 
Oman for 600 shekels of gold (l Chron, 
xxi. 25). 

At the building of the temple Solomon 
had 3,600 overseers (2 Chron. ii, 2). 

Tlie brar.cn sea contained 3,000 baths 
(2 Chron. iv, 5), 

The ships of Solomon brought from 
Ophir 450 talents of gold (2 Chron. viii. 

18). 

Ahaxiah was forty-two years old when 
he began to reign (2 Chron. xxii. 2). 


He had 30 cities (Judges x. 4). 


Jashobeam slew 800 (2 Sam. xxiii. 8). 


It lasted seven years according to 
2 Sam. xxiv. 13. 


Judah had 500,000 according to 2 
Sam. xxiv. 9. 

• 

He had 40,000 according to 1 Kingi 
iv. 26. 

He was eighteen years old according 
to 2 Kings xxiv. 8. 

He slew 700 according to 2 Sam. x. 
18. 


It amounted to 800,000 according to 
2 Sam. xxiv. 9. 


He gave for it 50 shekels of silver 
according to 2 Sam. xxiv. 24. 

He had 3,300 overseers according to 
1 Kings V. 16. 

It contained 2,000 baths according to 
1 Kings vii. 26. 

They brought 420 talents according to 
1 Kin^ ix. 28. 


He was twenty-two years old accord- 
ing to 2 Kings yiii. 26. 


According to 1 Chron. xxii. 14, David gave for the building of 
the temple 100,000 talents of gold (500,000,000/.), and 
1,000,000 talents of silver (353,000,000/.). Besides according 
to Twixr- 4, he gave out of his private purse 3,000 talents of gold 
of Ophir (21,600,000/.) and 700 talents of silver. The ntmles 
of the kingdom also gave 6,000 talents of gold, and 10,000 
drams (dancs), 10,000 talents of silver, 18,000 talents of brass, 

TOL. n, ® 
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100.000 talents of iron (xxix. 7). These added together make 
an incredibly large sum, which Beinke reduces by conjecturing 
that letters representing smaller numbers were exchang^ for 
others signifying the present large ones. Keil makes arbitrary 
assumptions for the some purpose. It is impossible to take the 
numbers in their literality: mey are exaggerated and hyper- 
bolical, like the loose language employed by persons who talk 
extravagantly of thousands of poimds, without t hi n k i n g of the 
true value of numbers. 

A similar example occurs in 2 Chron. x^^i. 14, etc., where 
Jehoshaphat king of Judah is said to have had an anny of 

1.160.000 men, while Adnah the chief had 300,000 ; Jcliohanan 
the next to him, 280,000; ^Vmasiah, 200,000; Eliada, 200,000; 
Jehozabad, 180,000. Besides these, the king put numbers in 
the defenced cities throughout all Judah. In this instance 
corruption is again assumed. 

A third example of the same kind is in 2 Cliron. xiii. 3, 17, 
where Abijah led forth to battle 400,000 men, and Jeroboam, 
king of Israel, 800,000. 500,000 are said to have fallen. The 

kingdoms of Judah and Israel could scarcely have contained so 
many fighting men ; nor could so man}' have been slain in one 
battle. 

A similar example is in 2 Chron. xxviii. 6, 8, where 
Pekah, king of Israel, is said to have slain 120,000 men in one 
day, and to have carried away captive 200,000 women and 
children, into Samaria. 

The causes of corruption have been more manifestly and 
extensively in operation in tlic text of the Chronicles than 
perhaps in the text of any other Old Testament book. Tlius 
much may be safely allowed ; and we believe that the specimens 
given contribute to render the opinion probable. At the same 
time, we cannot adopt the view of those critics who act in re- 
lation to the text of Chronicles the part of out-and-out-apolo- 
gists, having recourse to the h\']K)thesiH of corruption to account 
for every difficult or improbable phenomenon, that occurs. 
The most consjiicuous of these apologists in the department of 
numbers is Reinke.^ ^Movers goes too far in the same direction, 
and even Bertheaii. Why should transcribers and others have 
been so very careless or unskilful in the books of Chronicles 
compared with the other Scriptures ? ^VTiy should corruptions 
be accumulated there and not elsewhere ? Is it not an obvious 
improbability that there should be a very great disproportion 
between the corruptions in Chronicles and in the other books ? 
The assumption that there is an error in the text wherever there 

I Bdtrige xnr Erklanmg dee alien Teetamente, Abhandbnng i. 
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is something inexplicable, improbable, or exaggerated, implies a 
certain theory of inspiration which unphilosophically overrides 
existing phenomena, instead of being exclusively derived from 
them in the only sWpe they indicate. It is very common for 
such as claim to be conservative in theology to violate the 
known principles of criticism by meddling with the text when it 
stands in the way of their prepossessions. Professing to be very 
orthodox on the subject of inspiration (though it is better to be 
Scriptural than orthodox), they are heterodox on j;he subject of 
the text which lies at the basis of all theology. 

, X. Date and Author. — 1. The history centained in the 
work is brought down to the termination of the exile in Babylon, 
when Cyrus issued a decree encouraging the Jews to return 
and rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. This may be assigned to 
the year 535 n.r. And there arc marks of a still later a^. 
Thus in 1 Chron. iii. 19-24, the genealog}^ of the sons of ZeruD- 
babel appears to be carried dowm to the third generation. 
Shemaiah the son of Shechaniah was contemporary with Nehe- 
miah ^Neh. iii. 29). One of the sons of Shemaiah was Neariah, 
one 01 Neariah’s three sons was Elioenai, and Elioenai's seven 
sons are cnumercited. In this manner the genealogy comes 
down to nearly 300 b.c. or at least to 330. We admit that the 
list is by no means easy of explanation. It is far from being 
clear, and hence it has been variously interpreted. According 
to R. Benjamin and tlie LXX. there are nine descents from 
Jesaiah (ver. 21) to Johanan, so that the history reaches to 270 
B.c. Zunz’s calculation (2G0 b.c.) amounts to nearly the same 
time.^ Ew'ald again reckons the succession from Zerubbabel as 
containing about six generations, viz., 1. Zerubbabel. 2. Hana- 
niah. 3. Shechaniah. 4. Shemaiah. 5. Neariah. 6. Elioenai. 
7. Hodaiah. He assumes from 150-200 years after Zerubbabel 
and Joshua, and so obtains the termination of the Persian 
^nasty or the beginning of the Grecian, i.c., 330-320 B.c.* 
Ijiis coincides w ith the date already given. 

But notwdtlistanding our probable calculation founded on 
such \dew of the genealogical register as appears most natural, 
there are modes of bringing it within the period defined by 
Ilengstenberg and lliiveniick as the anUKjanonical one, 400 
B.c. Both Movers and Ilaveniick contrive to make the wnriter 
of Chronicles a younger contemporary of Nehemiah by assuming 
that the genealogy stops with llananiah’s two sons, Pelatiah 
and. Jesaiah ; the author appending to these names single in- 
dividuals of David^s posterity. It is supposed that after those 
grandsons of Zerubbabel there is another parallel genealogy of 

^ Ootteidieiiitlieheii Tortrif^ der Juden, p. 31. 

* Q«tchichto dot Volket Itrael, voi. L pp. 229, 230. 
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rotumed exiles, whose relation to Zerubbabel is not stated. 
Shemaiah, a contemporarv of Zerubbabel, as is conjectured, has 
his femily regbter carried down four degrees ; as far as his first 
grandsons. Hence those critics bring the re^ster to about 
400 B.c.^ The view given is very ingenious. j3ut it is more 
ingenious than correct ; for it is tolerably clear from Neh. iii. 
29 that Shemaiah was not the contemporary of Zerubbabel but 
of Nehemiah ; and if he were so, he lived ninety years later than 
Zerubbabel. Movers and Havemick put him somewhere about 
530, that is in Zerubbabers time; but he must, as a contem- 
poraiy of Nehemiah, be placed about 440 b.c. The explanation 
of these two scholars would not readily suggest itself to the 
reader of 1 Chron. iii. 21. Surely it is most natural to cany 
forward the genealogy there, just as it is continued in the pre- 
ceding and subsequent verses ; even though the mode of expres- 
sion be varied. 

Another way of disposing of the genealogy in order that it 
may not interfere with a late date of the Chronicles, is by as- 
suming its posterior origin. It did not proceed from the author 
of Chronicles, but was subsequently inserted by another hand. 
How arbitrary this hypothesis is, we need not indicate. It dis- 
poses of a difficulty very conveniently, and that is all. There 
IS not the least ground for it. It should therefore be as sum- 
marily dismissed as it is advanced ; though sanctioned by the 
respectable names of Vitringa, Heidegger, Carpzov, and, ap- 


paren^ Keil. 
2. The emn 


2. The employment of a word which has been thought to 

mean Darics (1 Chron. xxix. 7) introduced by the compiler into 
the history of David, shews that he wrote at a time when the 
name and use of the coin had become familiar. If the term 
really mean Danes, as Gesenius and others think, it briu^ us 
far down into the Persian period. Others incline to the opinion 
of Ewald, who supposes the word in question to bo merely 
the Greek Spa^tj; if so, the writer must have lived after 
Alexander the Great, when Greek money became current. The 
term meaning a palace or temple (1 Chron. xxix. 1, 19) 

does not necessarily limit the time to the Persian dynasty. It is 
used in Nehemiah, Esther, and Daniel. 

3. It is commonly admitted that Ezra and Nehemiah originally 
formed one work. And we shall shew that the book of Ezra 
was connected at first with the Chronicles ; so that all three 
belonged to the same compilation. If this be so, the notices 
bearing on the time of composition of the Chronicles found in 
Ezra and Nehemiah are legitimate. In Nehemiah xii. 11 Jad- 

< See Horeri* Kritiecbe Untertachungen aeber der bibluche Chronik, pp. 29, 30 * 
•nd HiTeniick'f EmleituDg II. i p. 266 et ioqq. ' 
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dua 18 the last in the list jnyen of high priests. He lived in the 
time of Alexander the Great. The mie is carried down no 
farther ; and therefore we may presume that he was contempo- 
rary with the compiler of the b^k of Nehemiah. Again, com- 
positions of Ezra and Nehemiah were used by the compiler of 
the works called after them ; whence it may be infen^ that 
the compiler lived a considerable time posterior to those writers. 
Besides, he speaks of the time of Ezra and Nehemiah as one 
long past (Neh. xii. 26, 47). The manner too in which Cyrus 
and his successors are constantly called ** Persian kings/’ shews 
that the Greek dynasty had begun (Ezra i. 1 ; iv. 5). Thus 
the earlier part of the Greek dominion is the probable date. 

4. The orthography, style, and language point to a very late 
period. The Hebrew tongue had greatly degenerated, and was 
nearly dead. The style of the book betrays a want of skill and 
aptitude in the use of words, like what is observable in Daniel. 
In the use of Aramaean forms and later expressions, the com- 
piler must be placed by the side of Esther and Ecclesiastes. 

5. Its position in the list of canonical books favours its late 
origin. It is true that they are not arranged in chronological 
order ; but how can we account for Chronicles being put last of 
all, among the Hagiographa, on the supposition that the book 
was written before the last prophet di^, or the canon was 
finally closed by Ezra and his contemporaries, as some believe ? 
Why was it not placed among the historical books, after those 
of the Kings for example ? Why was it not put among the 
earlier prophetical books in the Jewish sense of that epithet; 
that is, where Samuel and Kings are disposed. 

On the whole, w'e are compelled by all internal evidence to 

S lace the compilation of Chronicles much later than Josephus’s 
ate for the close of the canon (424 b.c.) ; or even 400, where 
Movers is desirous to fix it. It comes nearer to 300 than 400 
B.c. This fact will be clear to any one who examines the whole 
work carefully and closely, conmaring it with the books of 
Samuel and Kings, as also with Nehemiah, But it may escape 
the superficial reader who is acquainted with nothing more than 
the English version, and even with that imperfectly. Accord- 
ingly the best judges of Hebrew history and diction, Gesenius, 
Bertholdt, Gramberg, De Wette, Ewald, Zunz, Bertheau, all 
brin^ it down later than 400 b.c. And we presume that the 
opinion of such men is immeasurably superior in value, on such 
a Bulnect, to that of Dahler, Keil, Movers, Welte, and Haver- 
nick. 

The name of the compiler is unknown. De Wette thinks 
that he belonged to the priests. Bather does he seem to have 
been one of the singers in the temple at Jerusalem; for he 
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speaks mucli of them and the porters, shewing a minute ac* 
qwintance with their employments and position. His official 
^aracter led him to collect with care all accounts relating to 
the Levites, and to speak at length of them wherever there was 
an opportimity. The Lotifical inclination is much more pro- 
minent than the priestly ; and therefore Ewald is right in sup- 
posing that he was a Levitical musician.^ 

Many have regarded Ezra as the author. This opinion was 
hold by various Eabbins, ecclesiastical fathers, and older theolo- 

f lans. In more modern times it was advocated by Pareau, 
ichhom, and Keil. In favour of it the last-named critic 
adduces the identity of the termination of the Chronicles with 
the commencement of Ezra.* Here liowevcr it is assumed that 
Ezra wrote the book which sears his name — a view which is 
decidedly wrong, as will bo shown hereafter. The great simi- 
larity of diction is also adduced in favour of identity of author- 
ship. This is correct, but proves nothing for Ezra’s authorship. 
The same remark applies to the argument derived from the fre- 
quent citation of the law, with the same formula, as 
(1 Chron. xxiii. 31 ; 2 Chron. xxxv. 13 ; xxx. 16 ; Ezra iii. 4) ; 
as also to that founded upon the love for copious descriptions 
of the arrangements connected with public worship, with the 
temple music, and songs of the Levites in standing liturgical 
formuloe ; for genealogies and public registers.® Till it be first 
shewn that the book of Ezra proceeded from the scribe himself, 
these analogies between it and Chronicles fail to establish the 
position that Ezra wrote the latter work. They are just analo- 
gies, corroborating identity of authorship, not .Erra- authorship. 

There is not the least foundation for believing that the com- 
piler lived at Babvlon. The use of such language as, “ the 
treasures, all these lie brought to Babylon” (2 Chron. xxxvi. 18) 
does not favour the idea that the writer was there ; beeauso the 
words, ** many brought gifts to the Lord to J erusalem ” ^2 Chron. 
xxxii. 23) would also shew that the writer was himself at Jem- 
salem^ the same verb occurring in both places. When it is 
written the king of Syria brought Israel to Damascus” (2 Chron. 
xxviii. 5) it does not follow from the use of the verb that the 
writer was at Damascus himself. 

XI. Elijah’s leiter in 2 Chron. xxi. 12-15.* — Many 
shifts have been resorted to for the purpose of evading the 
Chronicle- writer’s statements, which imply that Elijah’s letter 
was sent to Jehoram, after he had been translated. It is indeed 
stated apparently that Jehoram began to reign during the life- 
time of his father (2 Kings viii. 16) ; and in the same verse that 

Israel, rol. i. p. 235. * Einleit., p. 430. ) Ibid. 
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liis ragn commenced in the fifth year of Jehoram of Israel. In 
2 Kings iii. 1 compared with 1 Kings xxii. 42, it is said that 
Jehoshaphat did not die till the seventh year of Jehoram of 
Israel. This would lead to the inference that Jehoram reigned 
two years jointly with his father Jehoshaphat; and so he was 
sole king 889-883 b.c. But in 2 Kings i. 17 it is implied that 
he reimed along with his father five years, leaving thi^ for his 
individual sovereignty. Yet his reign is dated in several places 
yrom the death of his father Jehoshaphat (1 Kin^ xxiL 51 ; 
2 Chron. xxi. 1, 5, 20) ; so that there must be a mistake some- 
where, probably in 2 Kings viii. 16 where the words 

n*nn' are omitted in the Complutensian and Aldine Septu- 

agint, the Peshito, the Heptaplar Syriac of Paris, the Arabic, 
many MSS. of the Vulgate, various codices of Kennicott and 
De Kossi, and a number of early editions of the Hebrew text. 
One thing is pretty certain, that Elijah survived the time of 
Jehoram’s joint reign with his father, if such co-regency be 
admitted. But there are strong grounds against the joint- 
sovereignty ; and even if it were true, it does not clear up the 
chronology of the time, but rather introduces into it a new 
clement of disturbance connected with the duration of Ahab’s 
reign. We are persuaded, with Thenius and others, that the 
supposition of Jehoram ^s association with his father in the king- 
dom is untenable and baseless. Jehoram’s murder of his 
brethren must have taken place after he became sole king; and 
the succession of events as given in 2 Kings makes it all but 
certain, that according to the compiler of those books, Elijah 
was alive when that murder happened ; whereas the Chronicle- 
writer supposes his previous death. There is no ground for as- 
serting that Jehoshaphat oexjupied himself for the last six or 
seven years of his life in conducting wars against Moab, etc., 
while Jehoram the son ruled at Jerusalem. To quote 2 Chron. 
xix. 4-11 for this hypothesis, is perfectly gratuitous. In like 
manner, it is a baseless assumption that Elijah survived till the 
sixth year of Jehoram’s reign ; and that the letter was sent by 
the prophet to him in the first or second year of his reign. As 
long as the letter is passed by in the books of Kings, we doubt 
its existence, because the compiler who speaks of it would lead 
us to infer that it was written after the prophet’s translation— 
at least right chronology unavoidably tends to that conclusion. 

In any case, the form of the letter shews that it was not 
written by Elijah himself. It speaks of the death of Jehorara’s 
sons differently from 2 Kin^ x. 13 ; though it must be admitted 
that the Ohronist narrates ^e death of his sons as the author of 
the Kings does. Only in one place, however, does he this, viz.. 
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2 Chron. xxii. 8 ; for in xxi. 17 their death is derorib^ in a 
manner mmilar to that of the letter. The epistle is brief and 
p^neral-— different from what we should expect of the prophet 
in the circumstances. 

XII. 2 Samuel xxiv; 1 Chbon. xxi. — The narrative in 
2 Sam. xxiv. and 1 Chron. xxi., respecting David’s conduct in 
numbering the people, and the judgment tnat followed it, has a 
mythic envelope which should oe stripped off before the plain 
historical facts be properly perceived. The intentions of the 
king seem to have b^n to form a standing army. Wishing to 
enlarge his empire by vast conquests, and forgetting that he 
should be contented with the defence of his territory, he pro- 
posed the substitution of a standing army for the military police 
m operation. The attempted innovation was both contrary to 
the law of Moses and impolitic- Joab himself disapproved of it, 
because the consequences were likely to be dangerous. A 
people accustomed to agriculture could scarcely have had such a 
yoke imposed upon them without dissatisfaction, because it 
would take away from the soil the necessary labourers. The 
measure was not entirely a civil one, since it was entrusted to 
a military commission under Joab, and supported, as it seems, 
by a strong detachment of troops ; for we read of pitching in 
Aroer, etc. (2 Sara. xxiv. 5). The king’s views, however, were 
net carried into effect, because a pestilence broke out, carrying 
away many; and Gad took occasion to indicate in the public 
calamity the chastisement of God offended with the monarch’s 
presumptuous proceedings. David listened to the prophet’s 
advice ; and in order to appease the Deity, erected an altar for 
sac^ce on the threshing-floor of Araunah, on mount Moriah, 
whither the plague had not come. 
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I. Union of Ezra and Nehemiah. — The books of Ezra and 
Nehemiali have been regarded as one by the Jews from an early 
period* They are so reckoned by Josephus and the Talmud. 
In the lists of canonical writings given by Origen, the council 
of Laodicea, Hilary, and Melito of Sardis, they are treated in the 
same way, and called the Book of Ezra. In the LXX. and 
Vulgate they are separated as the first and second book of 
Ezra. In the present Hebrew text and ancient versions the 
second has a title of its own, which separates it from the first ; 
the words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. At what time the 
separation took place cannot be ascertained. Origen speaks of 
it ; in the list of the council of Laodicea Esdras first and second 
is mentioned; and Jerome was acqiuiinted with the division. 
Our Hebrew Bibles still bear evidence of the Masoretic number- 
ing of both os one, for they have no remarks at the close of 
Ezra. 


II. Contents. — The present book of Ezra is divided into two 

K ' i, viz., chaps, i.-vi. and vii.-x. The former contains the 
ry of the exiles who returned under Zerubbabel and Jeshua, 
from the first year of Cyrus till the completion of the temple in 
the sixth year of Darius Hystaspis's reign. The second has 
notices of tne return of the second company under Ezra, and his 
proceedings in Jerusalem. The first chapter commences with the 
proclamation of Cyrus for the restoration of the temple at Jeru- 
salem. Invited by the monarch of Persia to return to their 
native land, the Jewish captives prepared to go back, taking with 
them vessels of gold and silver, and whatever precious things 
their neighbours willingly ofiered. Cyrus ordei^ his treasurer 
to bring out the sacred vessels which Nebuchadnezzar had carried 
away from Jerusalem and placed in the temple of his own gods, 
and rive them to Shesh-^zzar, i.^., Zerubbabel, the prince of 
Judah (chajp. i.). This is followed by a list of the persons who 
returned with &rubbabel ; arranged as common people, priests, 
Levites, singers, children of the porters, Nethinii^, bhildren of 
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Solomon’s servants. In addition to these, were others, both 
common Israelites, and priests who could not shew their gene- 
alogy ; the latter of whom were excluded by Zerubbabel from the 
sacerdotal class. The whole congregation together is said to 
have amounted to 42,360, beside 7,337 servants and maids, and 
200 caravan assistants. The number of their beasts of burden 
is also stated ; and then the amount of contributions made by 
the chief of the fathers towards the erection of the sacred house 
(chap. ii.). 

The third chapter shews how the returned captives observed 
the feast of tabernacles. Under the direction of Jeshua the son 
of Jozadak, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, an altar was 
erected for bumt-offerings, on which they began to present 
sacrifices from the first day of the seventh month. Immediately 
after, workmen, including Tyrians and Sidonians who brought 
cedars from Lebanon by sea, were hired ; and in the second 
month of the second year of tlie return to the holy city, the 
foundations of the new temple were laid. On tins occasion 
great rejoicing was manifested. But many of the priests and 
Levites and chief of the fathers that had seen the first house 


wept with a loud voice (chap. iii.). 

The adversaries of Judah and llenjamin, who are usually sup- 
posed to be the colonists settled in the country by Esarhaddon, 
hearing of the rebuilding of the temple proposed to take i>art in 
the work. Not being accepted, they endeavoured to hinder the 
building, and succeeded in their object during all the days of 
Cyrus. In the reign of Cambysos they continued their opposi- 
tion. In the days of Artaxerxes a letter was addressed to him, 
informing him that the Jewish colonists were rebuilding tho 
rebellious city, and on its completion would refuse to pay toll or 
tribute, to the injury of the royal revenue ; requesting also that 
search might be made among the national archives for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the character of the city in the past. Ac- 
cordingly the king caused instructions to bo sent to the pro- 
vincial officers to stop theproceedings at Jerusalem till further 
orders should be issued. Thus the work was hindered (chap. iv.). 

In the second year of Darius, the people, encouraged oy the 
prophets Haggai and Zachariah, recommenced the building of 
the temple, imder the direction of Zerubbabel and Jeshua. But 
they were interrupted by the Persian local officers, and ques- 
tioned r^pecting their authority. The work, however, did not 
eease. The Persians wrote to Darius respecting the matter, 
telling him what they had said and the answers of the Jews to 
their questions, requesting that search should be made into the 
truth of the facts aUeged by the colonists. Search was made 
accordingly ; and a decree of Cyrus was found, authorising the 
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restoration of the temple, as well as of the sacred vessels which 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away ; the expense of the rebuild- 
ing to be defrayed out of the royal treasure. A new decree was 
m^e for the furtherance of the work ; all farther obstruction 
was to cease ; and even victims for their sacrifices were ordered 
to be supplied. Thus favoured, the Jews proceeded to build; 
and at length the work was finished on the third day of Adar, 
in the sixth year of Darius Hystaspis* reign. A joyous festival 
was kept at the dedication : the passover too w^ observed on 
the fourteenth day of the first month (chaps, v. vi.). 

It is remarkable that the history is continued in the Chaldee 
language, after the letter to the king by Eehum the chancellor 
and Shimshai the scribe had been given in that dialect (chap, 
iv.) throughout a long passage ; and that it terminates abruptly 
at the eighteenth verse of the sixth chapter, the Hebrew being 
resumed in the nineteenth verse. 

In the reign of Artaxerxes, Ezra went up from Babylon to 
Jerusalem, the king having granted him all he requested. 
Accompanied by various Israelites, he arrived at the city 
on the fifth month in the seventh year of Artaxerxes. The 
letter given him by the king, in the original Chaldee, permitted 
as many as pleased to accompany him to Judea, recited that he 
was sent ‘‘to enquire concerning Judah and Jerusalem,*' as well 
os to carrj’^ the silver and gold wliich the king and his coun- 
sellors had spontaneously offered to the God of Israel, with all 
the silver and gold he could find in the province of Babylon, 
and the free-will offering of the people and priests. He was 
also to deliver safely the sacred vessels given him for the service 
of the temple. All the treasurers beyond the river were to deliver 
to Ezra a quantity of silver within certain limits, wheat, wine, 
oil, and salt without measure. None of the priests and Levites, 
singers, porters, Nethinims, or ministers of the house of God 
were to be charged toll, tribute, or custom. Ezra was also 
authorized to appoint magistrates and judges, and to punish 
offenders (vii. 1-20). He subjoins a few words of praise to 
Jehovah for all this favour ; and states that he had gathered 
together out of Israel leading men to go up with him. A list 
and the number of his companions is then given who encamped 
beside a river. When he came to inspect them, he foimd none 
of the family except priests, and therefere sent to Iddo the chief 
for Levitical servants. Having proclaimed a fSast at the river 
of Ahava, to implore the divine protection, he selected twelve 
chief priests, to whose care he entrusted the sacred vessels and 
other property. On the twelfth day of the first month the band 
depart from the river of Ahava, arrived safely at Jerusalem, 
and o&red burnt-offerings with a sin-offering to the God of 
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IsraeL Having delivered the king^s commissions to his lieu- 
tenants and governors on this side the river, the work of reli- 
gious reformation advanced (vii. 27-viii.). 

After this the princes presented themselves before Ezra, com- 
plaining that the people generally had contracted marriages 
with the surrounding idolaters. Astonished and deeply afflicted 
at this intelligence, he prayed fervently to Jehovah, confessing 
the sins and perversity of the people. After finishing this 
prayer, accompanied with ^eat weeping, a large congre^ion 
assembled about him, and Snechaniah proposed that they ^ould 
make a covenant with God by dismissing their foreign wives 
and the children bom of them; which Ezra made them all 
swear to do. Ezra, mourning and fasting, caused proclamation 
to be made, requiring that all should repair to Jerusalem within 
three days imder pain of confiscation of property, and excommu- 
nication. Agreeably to this summons they assembled at the ap- 
pointed time ; and all sat in the street of the house of God trem- 
bling. Being exhorted by Ezra to make confession to the Lord 
God and to separate themselves from the people of the land and 
foreign wives, they all consented to do so ; but as the weather 
was rainy and the work could not be done in a day or two, it 
would be better to have appointed times at which all the guilty 
persons should come before the rulers, accompanied by the elders 
of the respective cities and the judges. The business was thus 
formally finished in three months. A list is given of the priests, 
Levites, singers, porters, and common people, who had married 
foreign wives (ix., x.). 

III. The number or sacred vessei.s stated to have been 
TAKEN FROM THE Temple BY Nebuchadnezzar. — In Ezra L 


7-11 the sacred vessels which Nebuchadnezzar had carried away 
at several times from the temple are enumerated as, 30 chargers 
of gold, 1000 of silver, 29 l^ves, 30 cups of gold, 410 suver 
double cups, and 1000 other vessels. The whole number is 
given as 5,400 ; whereas the sum of those s^ifiod is only 
2,499. The pseudo-Ezra mentions 1,000 cups of gold and 1,000 
of silver, 29 silver knives, 30 chargers of gold, and 2,410 chargers 
of silver, with 1,000 other vessels; making together 5,469. 
Josephus makes up the number 5,400 from 50 gmden and 500 
silver vessels, 40 golden and 500 silver drinkmg vessels, 50 
mlden and 500 silver buckets, 30 golden and 300 silver cups, 
30 ^Iden and 2,400 silver chargers, and 100 other large vess^ 
Bow the apocryphal Ezra and Josephus arbitrarily alter the 
Hebrew. Tlie number 5,400 is exaggerated. 

IV. Lists of the numbers of returned Exiles. — Theie 
are three lists of the number of returned exiles, viz., that in 
Ezra ii. 1-67; in the apocryphal Ezra or Esdras v. 7-43; and 
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Neh. vii 6-69. . The three vary here and there both in relation 
to single names and the sum total, as wiU be seen from the 
following comparative table : 


KEHSMIAH. 


Parosh 

(with) 2172 

Shephatiah 


372 

Aran 

)} 

775 

Pahath-Moab 

)) 

2812 

Elam 


1254 

Zattu 

V 

945 

Zaccai 

tt 

760 

Bani 

If 

642 

Behai 

ff 

623 

Azgad 

tf 

1222 

Adonikam... 

tf 

666 

Bigvai 

Achn 

ff 

2056 

tf 

454 

Ater 

ft 

98 

Bezai 

ff 

323 

Jorah 

ff 

112 

Hashum ... 

ft 

223 

Gibbar 

ft 

95 

Bethlehem 

ff 

123 

Netophah ... 

ff 

56 

Anathoth ... 

ft 

128 

Azmaveth ... 

42 

Kiijath-arim, Cephi- 
rah, and Becroth 

743 

Ramah and Gaba ,, 

621 

Michmas ... 


122 

Bethel and Ai 

f9 

223 

Nebo 


62 

Magbish ... 


156 

The other Elam ,, 

1254 

Harim 

u 

320 

Lod, Uadid and Ono 

725 

Jericho 

9} 

345 

Senaah 

n 

3630 


The children of 
Jedniah... ,, 

Immer ... „ 

Pashur ... „ 

Harim ... „ 

Levitoa ... „ 

Singers ... ,, 

Porters ... „ 

Nethinims... ,, 

Israelites without 
family register 
Priests without 
family register 


973 

10o2 

1247 

1017 

74 

128 

139 

392 

652 


Phorofl ... (with) 2172 

Saphat ... ff 372 

Ares „ 756 

Fhaath-Moab „ 2812 

Elam... 1254 

Zathui ... 975 

Corbe ... 705 

Bani 648 

Bebai ... 633 

Avgai ... 1322 

Adonikan ... 637 

Bagvi ... 2606 

Admos ... 454 

Ater 92 

Ccilan & J^enan 67 

Azaros ... 432 

Annia ... 101 

Arom ... 32 

Bassai ... 323 

Arsiphurith 102 

Baitcrus ... 3005 

Bethlomoi... 123 

Netophah ... 55 

AnatWh ... 158 

Bethsamon 42 

Kariathiri... 25 

Caphira & Berog 743 

Pira ,, 700 

Chadiassai & Ammidoi 422 
Cirama JL Gabl>c 621 

Mucalon 621 

Betolio 

Niphis 52 

Maghish ... 156 

Calamolalus and Ouo 725 

Jerecho ... „ 245 

Sanaa ... „ 3301 

The sons of 

Jeddo ... „ 872 

Enmicriith „ 252 

Phassarus „ 1047 

Cainne ... „ 217 

Levitos ... „ 74 

Singers ... „ 128 

Posters ... „ 139 

Sen’nuts of the temple 372 
Israelites without a 
family register 652 

Priests without the 
some 


Parosh ... (with) 2172 

Shephatiah „ 372 

Aran „ 652 

Pahath-Moab „ 2818 

Elam „ 1264 

Zattu..r ... tf 8^ 

Zaccai ... „ 760 

Binnui ... „ 648 

Bebai „ 628 

Azgad ... „ 2322 

Adonikam... „ 667 

Bigvai ... „ 2067 

Amn 666 

Ater „ 98 

Hashum ... „ 328 

Bezai „ 324 

Hariph ... „ 112 

Gibeon ... „ 96 

Bethlehem and Ne- 
tophah ... „ 188 

Anathoth ... ,, 128 

Beth-Azmaveth „ 42 

Kiijath-jcarim, Cen- 
hirah and Beerotn 743 
Bamah and Gaba 621 
Michmas ... „ 122 

Bethel and Ai „ 123 

Kebo „ 52 

Elam „ 1254 

Harim ... „ 320 

Jericho ... „ 345 

Lod, Hadid, and Ono 721 
Senaah ... ,, 3930 


The children of 
Jedaiah „ 978 

Immer ... „ 1052 

Pashur ... „ 1247 

Harim ... „ 1017 

Levites ... „ 74 

Singers ... ,, 148 

Porters ... ,, 138 

Nethinims „ 392 

Israelites without a 
family reeister 642 
Priests without the 
same 


In Ezra, the aggregate of the preceding numbers is 29,818 ; 
in Kehemiah, 31,089, In the Septuagint Ezra it ia 29,627 ; 
and in the l^ptuagint N^emiah, 31,119. In Esdras of the 



126 


XHB BOOS OF BERA. 


it is 30,043 ; of the Alexandrine codex, 33,932, of the 
Aldine, 33,949. But none of these, even the highest, reaches 
the given total, viz., 42,360. Josephus reckons the priests 
without a family register, 525 ; but their number is not in the 
Old Testament. Doubtless the three lists are imperfect ; both 
names and numbers being deficient in all. It is imjx)ssible to 
tell which is on the whole the most accurate. If the number 
of men who retuinod imder Zcrubbubel or Sheshbazzar is 42,360, 
the sum total including their families probably amounted to 
200,000 persons, provided the statement in 1 Esdras (v. 41) be 
incorrect in placing all boys above twelve years of age among 
the men ; but if that writer be corrwt, the sum total would not 
be above 170,000. Of the whole, 4,280 were priests belonging 
to four gicat races or families ; bt‘sides a nimiber of priests who 
not being able to adduce their registers, were excluded from 
office on that accoimt (525 according to Jostmhus). The Levites 
among them were but few, 360 or 341. There were 302 iVJ?- 
ihinim. The people brought with them upwards of 7,500 slaves 
of both sexes and a numlxT of horses, mules, camels, and asses, 
amounting to upwards of 7,000. The returning exiles btlonged 
almost entirely to the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi. Ac- 
cording to Ezra ii. 1 and Neh. vii. 6, they returned every one 
imto his city,^’ a statement which hardly allows of the conjecture 
that a great many Israelites of the Assyrian exile joined the Jews. 
Comparatively few could have joined their bretliren. In the 
course of 200 years their attacliment to heatlien customs and 
manners had been confirmed ; and had they come back in groat 
numbers, they would have settled again in their old uIkkIcs, in 
Israel ; a fact unknown to history. It is an unfortunate con- 
jecture of Prideaux’s that 12,000 of the returning exiles be- 
longed to Israel and it is still more incorrect to infer, that the 
whole number of such as preferred to remain in .Vsvsyria was six 
times the number of those who returned, Ix'cause lour courses 
only of the priests returned out of the twenty-four. If wo 
reckon that nearly the half retunicd, we shall not be far from 
the truth. 

V. Ai^iionsiiiP. — ^Tlie first chapter bi'gins with the closing 
words of the Chronicles as far as the middle of the third verse, 
which belong therefore to the Chronicle-writer. And the whole 
chapter betrays his pen. The edict of Cyrus given in the 
second, third, and fourth verses, must be a Judaising paraphrase 
of the original, else Cyrus could not sjieak of himself in such 
language as, ‘‘ The Lord God of heaven hath given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth ; ” which does not comport with his treat- 


\ Old and New Toatament connected, etc., toL i. p. 136, edn. 1719. 
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ment of Cyaxares. This is corroborated by the fact that the 
decree is not the same here as in the sixth chapter, though it 
should be identical in words, if accurately given. The sulwtan- 
tive tise of the infinitive which characterises the Chronist, ap- 
pears in the sixth and eleventh verses ; and the number of the 
vessels of gold and silver (5,400) resembles the exaggerated 
numbers of the same writer. Whether the narrative be an 
extract from Ezra v. 13-16, vi. 3-5, as Zunz supposes,^ is 
doubtful to our mind. 

The second chapter was found as an original document, and 
inserted here by the Chronicle-writer. 

The third chapter manifestly belongs to the Chronist, as the 
manner and language shew. Thus the law of Moses is referred 
to in the second and fourth verses, in a way which characterises 
the Chronicle author ; the phrase is similar to that 

in 2 Chron. xiii. 9 ; xvii. 10 ; and, though found in Ezra’s own 
writing, reminds the reader of the union of two plural forms so 
common in the Chronicles and contrary to the best usage. In 
the eighth and succeeding verses the Levites, and especially the 
singers in the temple, are referred to Asaph’s lineage, as in 
Chronicles (see 1 Chron. \i. 24, etc.). The great rejoicings of 
the people at the temple-solemnities are often spoken of by the 
Chronist (comp. 2 Chron. xv. 15 ; xx. 27 ; xxiii. 18, etc., with 
Ezra hi. 11-13). And the use of the substantive infinitive- 
form in the eleventh verse pomts to the same writer. 

From iv. 6 to 24 is an interpolation put in the \iTong place 
by the redactor, for it belongs to Nehemiah’s time, not to that 
of Ezra. Besides, it relates altogether to the building of the 
city^ not the temple. It is impossible to say where it should be 
placed. The sixth verse passes suddenly to Xerxes (called 
Ahasucru.s) ; and then Artaxerxes appears in the seventh. The 
twenty-fourth verso is the redactor s, resuming the narrative 
which had been interrupted by the interpolated piece. In con- 
sequence however of the word then^ w’hich in its place at 

the commencement of the verse cun only refer to what imme- 
diately precedes, the redactor makes the narrative say what is 
incorrect, by transferring to the hdlding of the temple what re- 
lated merelv to the rebuilding of the ciVy, and so putting Ar- 
taxerxes before Darius Ilystaspis. The first five verses of chap- 
ter four belong to Ezra himself, as Zunz has rightly seen ; * 
though he is wrong in including the sixth verse. 

We assume that the name Artachschascht must be Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, not Smerdis as some have thought, which agrees 

1 5^®,fi^tteidiengtlicheii Vortraeg« der JTaden, p. 21. 

* Ibid. pp. 28 , 29 . 
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with the letter sent to him given in iv. 11-16 and the 
answer 17-23 ; for we know from Nehemiah that the building 
of the walls of Jerusalem was thought of under Artaxerxes; 
and the passages in question refer only to the rebuilding of the 
city. If they related to the rebuilding of the temple the case 
would be otherwise. But there is not a word of that. The 
language in iv. 12, the Jews which came up from thee to us 
are come unto Jerusalem,*’ can only refer to the colony that 
came under Ezra in the time of Artaxerxcs, not to that under 
Nehemiah in the same reign, because of iv. 23, which does not 
agree with the record of the building under Nehemiah ; and it 
would have been meaningless to write to Smerdis in that strain, 
understanding the expedition under Zerubbabel in the time of 
Cyrus. Besides, the adversaries write to the king to have search 
made *'in the book of the record of tbj' fathers;” whereas 
at the time of Smerdis, they had been no more than fifteen 
years under the Persian dominion. Thus Artachschaschta 
cannot mean Smerdis, with whom the name docs not agree, 
but Artaxerxcs. The writers of the letter carefully abstain 
from mentioning the preWoiis building of the temple, the 
more effectually to prejudice the king’s mind against the re- 
building of the city. Some will perhaps object to the state- 
ment that the Artaxerxcs in iv. 7 and vii. 1-11 were the 
same, and allege that the compiler thought them different by 
giving the names a somewhat different orthography. It is ob- 
servable that is twice spt'lled with in iv. 7 ; 

while in vii. 1-11 it is with D instead of shhiy the compiler find- 
ing it so written in the two Chaldee j)ieces respectively. This 
however seems too small a point to insist upon. If it be of any 
weight, it makes no difference in our argument ; for in any case 
the redactor was mistaken. There was no Artaxerxcs before 
Darius, as well-attested historj" shews ; or, to speak more cor- 
rectly, none called . Those who take Artach- 

scha^hta to be Smerdis, necessarily regard Ahasuenis as Cam- 
byses, which is contrary to the usual acceptation of the name in 
the book of Esther. The Old Te.stament never speaks of Cam- 
byses and Smerdis : why should they be introduced here, es- 
pecially as their mention would create greater difficulty than 
the more probable names Xerxes and Artaxerxcs?^ Nothing 
is more certain than that the passages in iv. 11-16 and 17-23 
relate to the rebuilding of the walls, not the temple ; and that 
therefore Artachschasent is Artaxerxcs. 

From V. 1-vL 18 is another Chaldee document, which existed 
before the time of the compiler. In vi. 14 the last clause is the 

^ Bertbcaii, Exeget, Handbach, zrii. p. 69 et sepq. 
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redactor's work, viz., and Artaxerxes king of Persia” to make 
the passage agree with his insertion of iv. 6-24. Here ^e name 
Artaxerxes occurs again in connexion with the completion of the 
temple, and could not have proceeded from him who wrote v. 
1-vi. 18. The name is a later insertion, as Havemick perceived;^ 
though we cannot believe with him that Ezra added it, because 
he must have known that Artaxerxes did not promote the build- 
ing of the temple, and would not even have appended his name 
out of gratitude for the great gifts that monarch made to the 
temple nor because he favoured the Jews generally, since by 
putting Artaxerxes along wdth Cyrus and Darius in this connec- 
tion^ Ezra would have misled the reader. Artaxerxes is here the 
addition of a later hand than that of the Chaldee author of the 
fragment presented in v. 1-vi. 18, because it clashes with what 
he had just written ; and to ascribe it to Ezra is to make him 
use an unsuitable expression. 

In V. 4 we read : “ Then said tee unto them after this manner, 
What are the names of the men that make this building?” 
Here it cannot certainly be inferred the writer was an eye- 
witness and contemporary, for the example of Joshua v. 6 is not 
valid, as De W ette has w’ell observed.*^ To the compiler belongs 
vi. 19-22, which describes the celebration of a passover, whose 
attendant circumstances in honour of the Levites resemble the 
celebration of the passover under king Hezekiah, related in 
Chronicles (2 Chron. xxx. 15-25). In the twenty-second verse 
the king of Persia is termed hing of Assyria y whicn reminds one 
of 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11. 

The same redactor continues in vii. 1-11. Here he begins 
with a genealogy of Ezra (1-5) nearly agreeing with 1 Chron. 
vi. 35-38. The way in w^hich Ezra is spoken of in verses 6, 10, 
11, shews that he himself could not have so written. He is 
termed *‘a ready scribe in the law of Moses;” it is said that 
“ he had prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to 
do it ; ” and an explanation of is given in the eleventh 
verse which is unsuitable to Ezra himself. The only objection 
to ascribing vii. 1-11 to the compiler or Chronist is, that he 
shews an acquaintance with the fact that Artaxerxes lived efter 
Darius; whuc in iv. 7 he places him before Darius; but the 
Chronist was not careful to remove contradictions of this kind. 
He transcribed his sources without much elaboration. In vii. 
12-26 we have a Chaldee piece, giving the written commission 
of Artaxerxes to Ezra to return with his countrymen to J udea« 
This is an authentic document communicated by Ezra. 

From vii 27-ix. 16 appears to have been written by Ezra 


1 


* Einldtung, p. 289. 



130 


THB BOOK OP XZBA. 


hiiBBelf. He employs the first person. But there is reason fop 
excepting the thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth verses of the eighth 
chapter, Doth because the first person plural is suddenly changed 
for the third person, and also on account of the want of con- 
nexion between the thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth verses ; a cir- 
cumstance unlike Ezra’s writing. They belong to the compiler, 
being a Chronist interpolation. A gap seems to have been 

where the verses now are ; for the words («. i) 

imply that what is now related immediately succeeded some- 
thing described before it ; whereas according to the present 
text we are transported at once from the beginning of the month 

Ab to Baslev. Hence tlmCy refers to things that had been 

mentioned just before. 

In X. 1-17 the Chronist re-appears. Six times is Ezra cited 
in these verses. It is also said that he went into the chamber 
of Johanan the son of Eliashib — of the high priest Eliashib who 
lived after Nehemiah (see Neh. xii. 22, 23) ; shewing that Ezra 
himself was not the wTiter. It is probable that in compiling 
the piece, the Chronist used accounts written by Ezra. 

From X. 18 to the end of the chapter was inserted by the 
compiler. It was not written by the Chronist himself, but is 
older. 

From this analysis it will appear, that the book of Ezra in its 
present form did not proceed from the scribe himself. Some 
pieces of his are in it ; but another placed them there. The 
Chronicle- writer is the compiler ; vrho made it up in part from 
pieces of Ezra and others, and partly by his own composition. 

VI. Ai.leged Unity and Independence. — Keil, after the 
example of Havemick, is anxious to uphold the unity and 
independence of the book, claiming it all for Ezra himself 
with the exception of the Chaldee section in iv. 8-vi. 18, 
which the latter took, without alteration, into the body of the 
work.^ How little ground there is for this view may be in- 
ferred from the preceding analysis, which shews that the work 
is incompact and inartificial. In speaking of Ezra, the writer 
sometimes xises the first person, sometimes the third ; different 
parts are composed in different languages ; two pieces are in 
Chaldee, which were not written by the same person ; the style 
varies in various places ; and there is an apparent chasm in the 
history of more than half a century, at the end of tho sixth 
chapter — a real chasm in tho opinion of such as make Arta- 
xerxes in vii. 1, 11, etc., a different person from the Artaxorxes 
of iv. 7. 

' In opposition to all these phenomena it is useless to appeal to 
1 Xioleitimg, pp. 466, ^67. 
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tibe interchange of the first and third persons in the prophets, 
ex. gr., Is. vii. 1-16, comp, with viii. 1, etc., Jer. xx. 1-6, comp, 
■with verses 7, etc., xxviii. 1, etc., comp, with verses 5, etc., 
Ezek. i. 1-3, vi. 1 ; vii. 1, 8 ; Jer. xxxii. 1-8 ; Hosea i. 2, 3 ; iii. 1. 

To account for the interchange Havemick ^ assumes an imita- 
tion of the prophetic usa^ by Ezra, which is utterly improbable. 
StiU more inappropriate Ts it to appeal to writings of the present 
day for examples of a like enaliage of persons because such 
rhetorical figures, which belong to the impassion^ lang^ge of 
poetry or prophecy, are unsuit^ to the style of Hebrew annals. 
The cases are not parallel ; prophetic writing being very different 
from historical prose. There is no neceseiii/y as Keil alleges, for 
Ezra to speak of himself in the third person in the first seven 
verses of the seventh chapter.* All the unity belonging to the 
work is that arising from its being the compilation of the 
Chronist, who put together materials relating to the times of 
ZerubbaW and Ezra, written by Ezra himself and others, inter- 
spersing his own composition. In consequence of the one 
redactor, there is considerable similarity of expression through- 
out; though certainly not enough to prevent the critic from 
separating the pieces of different writers incorporated into the 
work. 

The independence of the book cannot be maintained. The 
identity of the termination of Chronicles with the commencement 
of Ezra shews one writer ; and in connection with the abruptness 
of the former, that both were originally parts of the same work. 
It is likely that Ezra (with Nehemiah) was first put into the 
collection of sacred historical books ; and that the portion now 
called the Chronicles, was appended to it as the last book, some- 
time afterwards. This agrees with the position of Chronicles in 
the Ilagiographa, us the closing book. When the Chronicles 
were thus disposed in the canonical list, the last two verses now 
in 2 Chron. xxxvi. which stood already at the beginning of Ezra, 
were repeated, for the purpose of reminding the reader that the 
continuation of the narrative was to be found elsewhere. At 
the time of the LXX. the separation already existed, because 
the book of Ezra has a distinct title in their version. The 
beginning of the apocryphal Ezra or Esdras favours this view ; 
the writer passing at once from the history in 2 Chron. xxxvi. 21 
to Ezra i., using the now separated books as one. The same 
conclusion is confirmed by the prevailing belief of the Jews that 
Ezra wrote both. The Talmud in one place asserts that Ezra 
wrote the work bearing his name and the genealogies (in the 
Gluronicles) as far as the word in 2 Chron. xxi. 2 ; but that 

^ Emleitung II. l, pp. 280, 281. 


* Emleitung, p. 457. 
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N^emiah completed the book of Ezra. In another place this 
is contradicted and the whole ascribed to Nehemiah. 

VII. Passage in Justin Mabtyb bespectino Ezra. — re- 
markable passa^ occurs regarding the typical import of the 
passover in Jnstm Marty r^s llialogue with the Jew Itypho. In 
it Ezra is supposed to address the people before the celebration 
of the passover, and to explain to them its mystery as connected 
with Christ. Justin insinuates that the Jews early expunged the 
words from their Hebrew copies. The passage runs thus : 

And Ezra said to the people, ^is passover is our Saviour and 
our refuge, -tind if ye understand, and it enter into your heart 
that we are about to humble him in the sign, and after this shall 
trust in him, this place shall not be made desolate for ever, saith 
the Lord of Hosts. But if ye will not believe on Him, nor hear 
His preaching, ye shall be a laughing-stock to the Gentiles.”^ 
These words were doubtless written by some Christian; and 
were early inserted in copies of the Septuagint at Ezra vi. 21. 
Lactantius has them in Latin, with some variations. It is 
strange that any one at the present day should supj) 08 e that the 
Hebrew ever had them, because their spuriousness is manifest. 

1 Justini Martyris Apologiae duac et Apologus, etc., pp. 202, 293, ed. TUirlby, 1722. 
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I. Contents. — ^Nehemiah relates that, being in the palace at 
Sbusban in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes, he inquired con- 
cerning those Jews that had returned from Chaldea to their 
own land, and learned that they were in great affliction ; that 
the wall of Jerusalem was broken down and its gates burned. 
Deeply affected with this information, he mourned, fasted, and 
prayed before the God of heaven, confessing the sins of Israel 
and beseeching Him to remember his promise made to Moses 
that ‘when scattered abroad the repenting people should be 
restored. Some months after, as Nehemi^ was serving king 
Artaxerxes in capacity of cupbearer, the latter noticed the sad- 
ness of his coimtenance, and inquir^ its cause. Hearing that 
it arose from the desolation of Jerusalem, the king asked what 
request he liad to make ; on which Nehemiah prayed for leave 
to visit and rebuild the city of Jerusalem. Leave of absence for 
a definite time being granted, he received, in accordance with 
hw farther request, letters to the king’s viceroys beyond the 
river, enjoining them to conduct him safely to Judah ; and to 
the keeper of the royal forest, to provide him with timber for 
building. Thus commissioned, and furnished with an escort of 
horsemen, he came to Jerusalem to the great grief of Sanballat 
and Tobiah. He examined the waUs of the city by night, 
accompanied by a few friends, noiselessly. After this, he told 
the principal men of the Jews the encouraging words he had 
received from. Artaxerxes, and invited them to join him in the 
work of reb^ding. Notwithstanding the opposition and soofe 
of the enemies, the Jews engaged in the undertakinsr, trusting 
m the God of heaven (chaps, i. and ii.). ® 

This is followed by an enumeration of the various persons 
who ex^uted different tasks in repairing the gates andwalls. 
AU ranks and sexes assisted. When Sanballat heard that the 
was beinff rebuilt he was very wroth, and mocked the Jews, 
jbut Nehemiah prayed that the reproach of the enemy might 
be turned upon their own head, and continued to work. After 
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the wall had been hnilt round about half its height, Nehemiah 
heard of a conspiracy on the part of the adversaries to attack 
the city and destroy what h^ been done. Hence he set a 
watch against them, arranging the people after their families 
with their swords, spears, and bows. This measure frustrated 
the plan of their enemies, and enabled all to resume their work. 
From that time, however, it was thought prudent to have the 
labourers work with arms by their side ; and to have half 
Nehemiah’s servants doing military duty, with their officers in 
their rear. A trumpeter was station^ beside Nehemiah to 
gather the people together in case of attack. An order was 
given for every one with his servant to lodge within Jerusalem ; 
and Nehemiah himself, his family, seiwants, and body-guard, 
wore their clothes day and night, never putting them otf, except 
for washing (iii. iv.). 

We are next told that great dissatisfaction was expressed by 
numbers of the people against their brethren, because when 
obliged to contract debts for the maintenance of their families 
and the papnent of royal taxes, their creditors had required 
them to mortgage lands, vineyards, and hou8c\s, and to pled|^ 
their children as slaves, whom they could not redeem. * Dis- 
pleased w'hen he heard this, Nehemiah rebuked the nobles and 
rulers, exhorted them to desist from usury, quoting himself as 
an example of abstinence from such practices, and to make resti- 
tution. On their promising to do so, he called the priests, and 
made them swear to that effect, solemnly api^ealing to God 
against those who should violate their promise. But it was 
kept. Nehemiah spoke to them on this (Kt(;usion of the manner 
in which he had acted, from the time of his appointment as 
governor in the land. During the twelve years of official life, 
he had taken no pay, and was not chargeable to the people, as 
the former governors had been. He had not i)ermitted his ser- 
vants to exercise any authority over the Jews, but had worked 
along with them on the w'all, and entertained at his table a hun- 
dred and fifty of the Jews and rulers, Iw^sides those that came 
from the heathen round about. His daily allowance of food 
prepared at his own charge is then S]xjcified (v.). 

When Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem heard that the wall 
was built, they sent him a deceitful proposal to meet in one 
of the villages. Nehemiah declined, pleading the great work 
be bad to do. Four times the message was sent and refused. 
The fifth time Sanballat sent a servant with an open letter in 
bis hand, in which it was written that the heathens reported 
that Nehemiah and the Jews intended to rebel, and cause him- 
self to be appointed king. A threat was held out, that it should 
be rqportea to the king, and an interview was again solicited. 
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Kdiemiah replied by denying tbe facts alleged, and charging 
them on the writer’s own invention. Afterwards coming to the 
hoxtse of Shemaiah, he was advised to shut himself up in the 
temple, lest assassins should come to slay him by night; but 
perceived that this^rson was hired by the enemy to bring him 
mto fear and a snare, and therefore refused to do as he was 
advised, trusting himself to God’s protection. 

At length the wall was finished in fifty-two days, to the great 
discomfiture of the adversaries. Yet a secret -correspondence 
was carried on between the nobles of Judah and Tobiah, who, as 
well as his son, was allied by marriage with many famihes (vi.). 
After this Nchemiah committed the charge of Jerusalem to his 
brother Hanani and Ilananiah the ruler of the palace, riving 
them strict orders to keep the gates shut during certain hours, 
and to appoint watches of the inhabitants. The city being large 
and the population scanty, especial attention was required for 
the security of the place. Intending to gather together the 
nobles, rulers, and people, that they might be reckoned by 
genealogy, he found a genealogical register of those who first 
returned from Chaldea, a copy of which he inserts (vii.). Here 
the first personal pronoun ceases to be used, and does not occur 
again till xii. 31. 

The people now assembled and requested Ezra to bring forth 
the book of the law of Moses ; which he did on the first day of 
the seventh month, and read it from a raised platform in the 
hearing of all the people. Levites and others who surrounded 
the scribe gave the sense of what was read, making it intelli- 
gible to the listeners. The reading caused general mourning 
and weeping. But Nehemiali, Ezra, and the Levites comforted 
the people, telling them that the day was holy unto the Lord, 
and was a joyous, not sad, festivity, being the feast of taber- 
nacles. On the second day, the principal persons, priests, and 
Levites went again to Ezra to understand the words of the law ; 
and being instructed, they made booths, kept the feast seven 
days, and held a solemn assembly on the eighth (chap. viii.). 

On the 24th of Tisri, there was a general assembly of the 
people, on which they put on sackcloth and fasted, separating 
themselves from all strangers, and confessing their sins. Some 
of the Levites led the devotions and uttered a long prayer, in 
which a brief review of God’s past ways towards the Israelites, 
through the successive ages of their history, is given. In this 
prayer the perverseness of the people is bewailed, their disobedi- 
ence and repeated provocations of the divine anger ; and a pro- 
fession of obedience recorded by entering into a covenant, which 
was written and subscribed by priests, Levites, and leading per- 
to the number of eighty-three. The jest of the pe<^le 
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entered into an oath to keep the law of Moses, to abstain from 
intermarriages with the surrounding heathen, to have no buying 
or eelling on the sabbath day or a holy day, to keep the sab- 
batical year, to forgive debts, to contribute the third mrt of a 
shekel for the support of the temple, to preyide wood for the 
altar, and to bring the first fruits of their produce yearly into 
the sacred treasury, including the firstlings of the flocl^ and 
herds as well as the tithes (chaps, ix. x.). 

While the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem and the 
population was very scanty, the rest of the people cast lots for 
one in ten to increase the number of inhabitants ; and some 
voluntarily offered themselves as residents. We have then a 
list of the chiefs of Judea (now a Persian province) who dwelt at 
Jerusalem. This is followed by an enumeration of the places of 
settlement of the priests, Levites, and Nethinims, and of the 
posterity of Judah and llenjamin (xi.) 

The twelfth chapter commences with a catalogue of the priests 
and Levites who returned from captivity with Zerubbabel. The 
succession of high priests from Jeshua to Joddua is given, with 
a list of priests, chiefs of the fathers in the days of Joiakim, of 
oortain chief Levites in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, 
and Jaddua, and the names as well as employments of musicians 
and porters at different times (xii. 1 - 26 ). 

The history proceeds to describe the public rejoicings with 
which Nehemiah dedicated the walls at their completion. Tho 
Levites were brought into Jerusalem from their different habi- 
tations ; the sons of tlie singers assembled ; the priests and 
Levites purified themselves, the people, and the wall with its 
gates. The princes of Judah were drawn up by Nehemiah on 
wall, and divided into two companies, one of which, pre- 
ceded by Ezra and attended by a number of priests* sons with 
musical instruments, went up by the stairs of the city of David ; 
while the other company, followed by Nehemiah, proceeded 
along a different route. They met in the temple : tho singers 
sang loud, great sacrifices were offered, and the rejoicing was 
great. At that time some were appointed to collect their legal 
contributions for the priests and licvites. The singers and 
porters, who were arranged according to the directions of David 
and Solomon, had their due maintenance from day to day 
(xii 27-47). 

In the reading of the law it was found that the Ammonite and 
Moabite were to be excluded for ever from the congregation; 
and therefore they separated the mixed multitude from Israel. 
Before this, Eliasmb the priest had become allied with Tobiah 
the Ammonite ; and had prepared for him a large apartment 
which had formerly been used as a storeroom for the tithes i ' 
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offerings contributed for the priests and their assistants. It was 
in the absence of Nehemian that this occurred; for he had 
returned to Artaxerxes to Babylon, in the thirty-second year 
of that monarch's reign. When he came back and heard of the 
irregularity committed by Eliashib, he cleared the apartment of 
Tobiah's goods, cleansed it, and restored it to its former use. 
He also reformed certain offices in the temple; finding that 
the Levites and singers were scattered because they had not 
received their proper provision. And as the Sabbath was pro- 
faned by secular work and Tyrian commerce, he reproved the 
nobles of Judah for this evil as well as the last ; and commanded 
the gates to be shut on the eve of the Sabbath. In consequence 
of this the merchants and sellers of wares lodged without the 
walls a few times ; but on being threatened they came no more 
on the Sabbath. Levites were stationed at the gates to keep 
them. Observing Jews that had married wives of Ashdod, 
Ammon and Moab, whose children could not speak in the 
national tongue of the Jews but used in part the corrupt dialect 
of Ashdod, he became exceedingly indignant with them ; cursing 
and striking some of them ; plucking off their hair, and making 
them swear by God to contract no more alliances of the kind. 
A grandson of Eliashib the high priest had become son-in-law 
to Sanballat the Horonite, and was expelled by Nehemiah. 
Having thus cleansed the priesthood from all foreigners, and 
appointed the wards of the priests and Levites, he concluded his 
memoranda with that brief prayer which he had often uttered 
before, Remember me, O my God, for good" (xiii.). 

We have already adverted to the similarity of the register 
contained in Neh. vii. 6-09 to that in Ezra ii. 1-67, and the 
variations in it. Both are copies of one and the same list of 
persons who returned from Babylon with Zerubbabel. 

II. Comparison of Neh. xi. 3-24 with 1 Chron. ix. 1-22.— 
The list of the post-exile inhabitants of Jerusalem in Neh. xi. 
3-24 is so like in structure and in many of its statements to one 
in 1 Chron. ix. 1-22 that they can hardly have had an indepen-* 
dent origin. But the variations between them should not be 
pronounced corruptions, unless it could be shewn that they 
refer exactly to tne same time. The catalogue in Nehemiah 
belongs to an earlier point of time than the one in 1 Chron. ix. 
Yet the interval was not great ; since several of those named in 
Nehemiah were still alive according to the account in 1 Chron. ; 
such as Asaiah the Shilonite (called Maaseiah in Neh. xi. 6) ; 
Sallu the Benjamite ; Adaiah the priest ; Shemaiah the Levite. 
Again, a son of Judah the son of ^nuah (Neh. xi. 9), who was 
second in oonm^d over the city, appears in 1 Chron. ix. 7 
among the Benjamites; Hadariah and Judah being probably 
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identical. SeraiaVs younger brother^ Azariah, appears as a 
ruler of the temple (Neh. xL 11; 1 Chron. ix. 11) ; and in 
Neh. xi. 13, a mat-grandson of Meshillemoth is found among 
tke beads of priests, but in 1 Chron. ix. 12 a great-g^^ 
grandson. Another argument derived from the increase of 
numbers in 1 Chron. ix. as compared with JSfeh. xi. has been 
before adverted to.^ 

m. Examination of Neh. x. 2-28. — In Neh. x. 2-28 various 
names of persons who subscribed the covenant in Nehemiah’s 
time are the names of persons whose “ children/’ that is po«- 
terity^ are said to have come to Jerusalem along with Zerubbabel, 
nearly a century before. The coincident names are Azariah, 
Pashur, Harim, Jeshua, Binnui, Parosh, Pahath-moab, Elam, 
Zattu, Azgad, Bebai, Bigvai, Adin, Ater, Hashum, Bezai, 
Hariph, Behum. How is this to be exphiined ? Let us first 
consider the names of prkats in the list. Twenty-one are given 
relating to classes of priests (3-9). But we learn from Ezra ii. 
36-39, that there were but four classes of them who returned at 
the time of Joshua and Zerubbabel; Jedaiah, immer, Pashur, 
and Harim. In Neh. xii. 1-7, a list of twenty-two classes is 
given that w'ent up with Zerubbalx*! and Joshua. How are 
these accounts to be brought into harmony ? The original 
niunber, four classes, containing 4,289 priests, is given in Ezra 
ii. 36-39. It was immediately enlarged, from endeavours to 
bring the new arrangements of the restored congregation into 
conformity with those of the pre-exile one. Twenty-four classes 
were soon instituted. Jedaiah and Immer (Ezra ii.) are wanting 
in Neh. x. 3-9 ; and Joiarib (Neh, xii. Gj is also absent. • These 
three make up the number twenty-four. But why tlieir names 
are absent in x. 3-9 we cannot tell. It may be that they were 
afterwards omitted by mistake. Or, it may be, as Bertheau 
conjectures, that they refused to subscribe, being dissatisfied with 
the stringent regulations of Ezra and Nchemiah. On compar- 
ing 1 Chron. xxiv. 7-19 we hnd seven names of sacerdotal classes 
corresponding to seven in Neh. xii. 1-8, Jehoiarib, Jedaiah, 
Mijamin, Abijah, Shecaniah, Bilgah, Maaziah. This identity 
nu^es it probable that the new church endeavoured to restore 
the old pre-exile one as nearly as [X)ssible. From the im- 
perfection of the list, and our ignorance of many circumstances 
connected with the ecclesiastical reforms of Ezra and Nehemiah, 
entire satisfaction cannot be had. 

In Neh. x. 10-14 seventeen names of Levitical classes are 
given. Eight classes are mentioned in the time of the high 
priest Jeshua (xii. 8, etc.) ; the names Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, 
oherebiah, being identical in the two lists. 

> HenfeUfi Gescliichte dei Voikos Israel, ?ol, L pp. 298, 299. 
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In Neih. X. 15-28, ihe heads of the people are enumerated; and 
several of them also occur in Ezra ii. and Keh. vii. Here, how- 
ever, there are forty-four names, while Ezra has but thirty- 
three. The number had increased in the interval between 
Zerubbabel and Nehemiah. 

Similarity of names also appears in Neh. xii. and xi. thus ; 
xii. xi. 

7. SaUu, Jedaiah. 7, 10. Sallu, Jedaiah. 

8, 9. Mattaniah, Bakbukiah. 17. Mattaniah, Bakbukiah.^ 

lY. Time of Nehemiah’s administratioit — ^The time of 

Nehomiah’s administration at Jerusalem is not easily as^r- 
tained. In the twentieth year of Artaxerxes he first visited 
Jerusalem 445 b.c., in the thirteenth year of Ezra’s public 
life at the same place ; and remained there twelve years. 
Hence he returned to Babylon b.c. 430 ; the year of Eliashib’s 
death (Neh. xiii. 28 ). It is not stated how long he remained 
at the Persian court before his second visit to J udea. Haver- 
nick* has rightly inferred from xiii. 6, that he revisited Jeru- 
salem while Artaxerxes was still king ; the word king meaning 
none other than that monarch. As Artaxerxes died in 424 B.C., 
Nehemiah’s stay is limited to loss than six years. Perhaps he 
came back b.c. 423 , allowing an interval long enough to account 
for all the disorder and corruption that had arisen in his absenoe. 
Thus he lived in the time of Joiada the high priest and of 
Durius Nothus ; but it is not likely^ he survived Joiada, who 
died in b.c. 402 . 

The accoimt in !Niehemiah respecting Sanballat and his 
associates, is quite falsified by Josephus, who makes him 
governor of Samaria. He was an Arabian (vi. 1), and had 
nothing to do with the Samaritans, as far as the Bible narrative 
intimates. It is also incorrect in the Jewish historian to put 
him in the time of Alexander the Great. ^ For what reason his 
son-in-law Manassch is called high-priest by the same writer, 
we are unable to see ; since the sacr^ record does not mention 
Manasseh. But notwithstanding such blundering on the part 
of Josephus, many authors have followed bun; thoughtlessly 
representing the state of affairs in the time of Nehemiah as the 
uninspired historian describes it. 

V. Authorship and Date. — The passage i. 1-vii. 5 pro- 
fessedly belongs to Nehemiah himself. The first person singular 
is employed in it, and everything favours its authenticity. The 
style 18 lively, exact, and forcible. Peculiar phrases return here 
and there which seem to be characteristic of the narrator, such 

' Comp. Berthcau, Exeget. Handbuch, xvii. p. 228 ot seaq. ; and Henfeld, 
'G^acMohte dcB V. Israel, vol. i. p. 312. 

> it i, p. 824. » Antiqq. xi. 7, 8. 
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88 good hand of mg Qod upon me (ii. 8 ; li. 18 ), my O^pui 
III my heart (ii 12 ; rii. 5). I^nballat mocked the Jews (ii. 19 ; 
iii. BS), think upon, according to what is done (v. 19 ; vi. 14 , etc.). 
Two words in the section seem to have been an interpolation on 
the part of the Chronist, Now it came to pass, when the wall 
was built, and I had set up the doors, and the porters and the 
singers and the Levites were appointed,” etc. (vii. 1 ). Here an 
interpolator, misunderstanding the word hy explaining 

it of the temple not the ctVy- watchman, added, the singers and 
the Levites.” 

The passage xii. 31-40 shews itself to be of the same author- 
ship by the use of the first person and other internal marks, 
such as similarity of style to i. 1-vii. 5. 

A third passage proceeding from Nehemiah is xiii. 4-31, 
where the first person singular is again employed, and the same 
kind of language appears. The three pieces exemplify the 
earnestness of the person relating the transactions in which he 
was engaged, and his self-esteem. 

Chap. vii. 6-6G contains a genealogical register found by 
Nehemiah, and therefore older than his time. There are two 
suppositions respecting it, viz., that he himself inserted it, or 
that some later person did so. The former is the more probable 
because of the relation between xi. 1, etc., and vii. 4, the one 
detailing the measures taken by Nchemiah to remedy the small- 
ness of the population referred to in the other, and both being 
connected by a list of the people who had returned from cap- 
tivity. Instead of numbering the Jews as a necessary prepara- 
tion for filling Jerusalem with an adequate amount of innabi- 
tants, he did what was akin to it; t.c., he laid down for the 
basis of his measures the register contained in an old list which 
is in Ezra ii. 1-67. He inserted this list in his memoranda. 
But if Nehemiah’s object was thus to give numbers rather than 
genealogies, why did he not stop with the sixty-sixth verse P 
Why did he append verses 67-73, which appear superfluous 
as mr as his purpose was concerned ? A satisfactory answer 
cannot be given to these questions, unless by dissevering all 
connexion between Nehcmiah and the verses in question, which 
we cannot well do. That Nehcmiah took them from the same 
source as the preceding, vii. 6-66, can hardly be doubted, because 
they are nearly identical with Ezra ii, 65-70, and because, on 
any other supposition, they must refer to his own time ; a thing 
that the sixty-seventh, sixty-eighth, and sixtjr-ninth verses ren- 
der impossible. Thus we conclude that vii. 6-73a was incor- 
porated among his memoranda by Neheraiah himself. 

In vii. 73d.-x. 40 we cannot recognise the evidences of Nehe- 
miah-authorship, and are therefore obliged to attribute the seo- 
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tion to another writer. That Nehemiah was not the writer is 
i^erred from the following phenomena. 

1 . Nehemiah no longer appears the prominent person as 
before, but occupies a very subordinate place. He is now the 
TirBhaihay viii. 9 ; x. 2 ; whereas he had been previously styled 
the governor^ v. 14, 15, 18. 

We cannot see that the answer of Keil to this argument is 
sufficient, viz., that Nehemiah as the civil stadtholder of the 
Persian king was not a fit person to conduct the religious 
solemnity described in the eighth chapter, which belonged oi^y 
to the priest and scribe Ezra, but could appear on the occjwion 
as nothing more than a principal member of the Israclitish 
church, and seal the document renewing the covenant at the 
head of the people’s representatives.^ We learn from 2 Maccab. 
i. 18, 21 that if Nehemiah was not of a priestly family, he 
at least ordered the priests to offer a sacrifice; and there is 
nothing connected with the person or functions of Nehemiah 
as he is before depicted, which would make him unsuitable 
for the prominent place occupied by Ezra in the eighth 
chapter ; especially as there were Levites and priests associated 
with him. The same critic alleges that nn|J governor merely 
expresses official position ; whereas Tirshaiha is the official title 
of the Persian governor of Judea, which is appropriate in the 
present official act. The distinction is arbitrary. 

2. The names Jehovah, Adonai, Elohim, are here used pro- 
miscuously (viii. 1, 6, 8, 9, 14, 16, etc.) ; whereas Elohim is the 
prevailing word in Nehemiah, except i. 5, 11; iv. 8, where 
Jehovah and Adonai occur. 

The words nobles, rulers occur in ii. 16 ; iv. 8, 

13 ; V. 7 , 17 ; vi. 17 ; vii. 5 ; xii. 40 ; xiii. 11, but not in viii.-x 
where the corresponding expression is niDNH heads of the 

fathers, viii. 13.* 

Xeil affirms that this distinction arises from the difference of 
subjects* treated ; and that nobles or rulers could not be spoken of 
in viii.-x. along with the priests and Levites, but only heads of 
the fathers as representatives of the people.^ We cannot see 
the justice or truth of this assertion. 

3. The eighth chapter speaks of the celebration of the feast 
of tabernacles, at which Nehemiah as well as Ezra was present. 
Of this celebration we read : “ since the days of Joshua the son 
of Nun unto that day had not the children of Israel done so.” 
But in Ezra iii. it is said that the feast of tabernacles was kept 
by the people under Zerubbabel. The former words of Nen. 

\ Enleitnng, page 462, • See De Wette’e Eiuleit., p. 291. 

I Emleitimg, page 468. 
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Yiii. 17 exclude this preceding solemnity which had been kept 
within the century ; for it is vain to allege that p so, meana 
that the joy and zeal were so great as that the law was read and 
explmnea to the people each day of the feast. Besides, the in- 
formation concerning the feast is represented to have been as 
new to the people, in the second instance as in the first. What 
else do the words, “ and on the second day were gathered to- 
gether the chief of the fathers of all the people, the priests, and 
the Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, even to understand the words 
of the law. And they found written in the law which the Lord 
had commanded by Moses, that the children of Israel should 
dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh month — ^what else 
do these words imply, than that the people now found from the 
law when and how the feast should be kept ; a thing of which 
they had been ignorant before? Tlie language does not 
naturally comport either with the fact of the people’s former 
acquaintance with the law of Moses, or their having kept the 
same feast already under Zerubbabtd. Ilcnce Nchcmiah, who 
is represented as an eye-witness and partaker of the solemn 
festivity on this second occasion, could not have written what 
contradicts Ezra iii. 4 ; which viii. 17 plainly does.^ 

4. There is a verbal similarity between the commencement of 
the eighth chapter of Nehemiah and Ezra iii. 1, thus : 

XEHEMIAH. EZRA. 

** And when the seventh month came, “ And when thr seventh month wa» 
the children of Israel were in their come and the children of Israel were in 
cities ; and all the people jj^thcred them- the cities, the people pither»*d themselvea 
selves together as one man into the street together as one man to Jerusalem,*’ etc. 
that was before the water-gate,” etc. 

This passage immediately succeeds an interpolated document in 
both, which document has several variations as given in the two 
places. It is therefore unlikely that Nehemiah wrote the be- 
ginning of chapter viii., e.specially as it proceeds to put Ezra in 
the foreground and himself in the back ; drops the first person 
singular for the third ; lays aside the characteristic features of 
his narratives ; and puts an earlier history into a later period 
than that to which the book of Ezra assigns it. Nehemiah 
could not have found in connection with the re^ster he dis- 
covered and gives in chap, vii., the description with which the 
eighth chapter commences ; because in the book of Ezra another 
and earlier history is found in the same connection. And he 
could not have mmself been the writer of viii. 1, etc. ; for a 
difi^Bent style is assumed, and the histoiy is only a reproduction 
of what is in Ezra iii. 1-3 and ix., in which the former materials 


* Pe Wettc, Eiiileit. p. 292, 
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ar^ dressed out with an application to Ezra and Nehemiah of 
what had been related of Zerubbabel. Had Nehemiah been the 
author, he would have written, as an eye-witness, what was 
correct and true. We cannot suppose him giving an authen- 
tic account of what occurred in his time; because there is a 
manifest imitation of Ezra iii. and ix. in a style very unlike his 
own. 

Nor can Ezra have been the writer of the present section any 
more than Nehemiah, though Havemick advocates this view.^ 
It is true that in x. 1 the person writing is represented as 
contemporary with the transactions ; that Ezra himself appears 
as the leading person (viii. 2, etc.) ; and that his name does not 
appear among those who sealed or subscribed (x. 2-27) ; whence 
it has been inferred that he wrote the document, including him- 
self among the subscribers (x. 1 and 31). But surely the pro- 
minence given to Ezra in the eighth chapter is against his 
authorship ; and the fact of his name being absent from the list 
of those who sealed militates against his presence on the 24th of 
Tisri. Had Ezra written the document he would certainly have 
signed it ; for it is gratuitous to say with Keil he could not 
have done so because he was mediator between God and the 
people. Perhaps Zidkijah, who is given next to Nehemiah (x. 2) 
and precedes Seraiah the ruler of the temple, consequently no 
obscure man, was the same as Zadok the scribe (Neh. xiii. 13). 
He subscribes before all the priests, which it was natural for him 
to do as the composer of the document. Had Ezra signed he 
must have done so in Zadok’s place. He could not have sub- 
scribed after him. 

The section before us, viz., vii. 73&.-X., belong to the Chro^ 
nicle- writer, the final redactor of the book of Nehemiah, as 
internal evidence shews. Thus the eighth chapter speaks of 
gatherings together of the people, of Lovites taking a prominent 
pari in the transactions recorded, of great rejoicings at the feast, 
and of such a Mosaic feast as had not occurred for a very long 
time (comp. 2 Chron. vii. 9, viii. 13, xxx. 1-5, 13-26, xxxv. 
1-19). In like manner it is characteristic of him that he makes 
no mention of the day of atonement, though it occurred but five 
days before the beginning of the feast of the tabernacles ; that 
he contradicts what he himself had said already of the former 
festival (Ezra iii. 4) ; and quotes as in the law of Moses what is 
not there, viz., “ that they should publish and proclaim in all 
their cities, and in Jerusalem, saying, Go forth unto the mount 
and fetch olive branches, and pine branches, and myrtle branches, 
and palm branches, and branches of thick trees, '' etc. (ver. 15). 
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The firequent citations of the Pentateuch (viii. 14-18) characterise 
&e same compiler ; and the designation of the Levites as 
Djjn rw or alone, (viii. 3, 7-9 ; x. 29) resembles whai 

occurs in 1 Chron. xv. 29, xxv. 8, xxvii. 32. The remark that 
such a feast had not been observed since the days of Joshua 
(viii. 17) is in the manner of the same, ii. 7, 9, viii. 13. The 
interchange of and (ix. 2, 3) and the infinitive 

(ix. 13) are also like the Chronist. The Persian kings are 
again called Kings of Assyria (ix. 32) as in Ezra vi. 22. As to 
the prayer of the Levites in ix. 6-37, it consists, with a few 
exceptions, of reminiscences from the Pentateuch, and has many 
repetitions. The phrase niinKH (ix. 30, x. 29) is Chro- 
nistic, as has been observed before. So also is “the porters and 
the singers” in x. 40; and DODTfi at times appointed 

(comp. Neh. x. 3o with Ezra. x. 14). The particulars just 
adduced are a sufficient counterpoise to Stiihelin’s denial that 
the section proceeded from the Chronist.^ 

We do not think that the Chronist was the proper author of 
all the section before us. lie compiled it, writing himself, as 
appears to us, chaps, viii. and ix. Nor can we agree with 
Herzfeld^ in supposing the prayer of the LeNitcs in ix. 6-37, a 
relatively genuine production. But the tenth chapter may have 
proceed^ at first from Nehemiah himself; as the use of the 
first person at the first verse, the names of those who subscribed 
the covenant, the document given in x. 29-40, and the presents 
Dp'JHO and (x. 30) sliew. Tlie Chronist, however, has 

interpolated the chapter, so that it is not now as onginally 
written. The twenty-ninth verse, for example, whicli some- 
what interrupts the connection, has plain marks of the ChronisPs 
pen. 

The eleventh chapter belongs to the time of Nehemiah ; for, 
according to Neh. xii. 8, Mattaniah was one of those who pre- 
sided over the singers in the days of Joshua the high priest ; 
and we learn from Neh. xi. 17, toat Mattaniah was the son of 
Micha, the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph. A great grandson 
of his, Zechariah, was at the dedication of the walls ; as we leam 
from Neh. xii. 35, where Zabdi is called Zaccur ; and wo find 
another great grandson, XIzzi (Neh. xi. 22) now overseer of the 
Levites at Jerusalem. All this agrees wdth putting the cata- 
logue in the time of Nehemiah, somewhat later than when the 
w^ were solemnly dedicated. There is nothing against the 
supposition that Nehemiah himself wrote it. It connects imxne- 

> Kmleitiing in die kanonischen BUoker dei alten Toitaments, p. 166 . 

* Gsidiiciite d<s V. lira^ p. 811 . 
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diately with, and forms a proper continuation of, vii. 4. That 
the first and second verses are too silent about the good deeds 
of the reformer to have proceeded from himself, is an objection 
of no weight, though stated bjr Herzfeld.^ The greater part of 
the chapter consists of a statistical table (3-24), the first two 
verses being introductory, and the last twelve a kind of appen- 
dix. Some interpolations may be detected, viz., in the seven- 
teenth verse the words (to be sub- 

stituted for n^npn), have been inserted by the Chronist in 
commendation of the singers of Asaph’s family. The second 
half of the twenty-second verse, and the twenty-third, were 
interpolated by the samc.^ We cannot agree with Zunz in sup- 
posing the eleventh verse to be Chronistic. Proceeding from 
the Chronicle-writer, he thinks that his present erroneousness 
may be rectified by himself (1 Chron. ix. 11), i,e., instead of 
Seraiah (who lived in Jeremiah’s time) we should read Azariah. 
But Azariah may have been a younger brother of Seraiah, and 
both may bo mentioned together in x. 3. The Seraiah in Jere- 
miah’s days is not confounded with the Seraiah here mentioned, 
because the former was the son of Azariah, tlie son of Hilkiah, the 
son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son of Ahitub (1 Chron. v. 
38-40) ; whereas the latter was the son of Hilkiah, son of 
Meshiillam, son of Zadok, son of Meraioth, son of Ahitub (xi. 11). 
The same names appear among their forefathers, because they 
belonged to the same family. Nor should the twenty-fourtn 
verse be assigned with Zunz to the interpolator or Chronist. 
It presents no ground for the hj^othesis.^ 

It will be noticed that we separate the eleventh chapter from 
the tenth, believing it to have no proper connection with the 
latter, and join it to the first four verses of the seventh. This 
is contrary to Ilerzfeld’s view, who takes viii. 1-xi. 36 as one 
connected section, or rather viii. 1-xii. 26 as a united whole, 
assigning it to another author than Nehemiah. 

We may now consider xii. 1-26, which seems to be appended 
somewhat loosely to the preceding narrative. It was not 
written by Nehemiah, else he would not have spoken of himself 
in the twenty-sixth verse as ** the governor.” That verse runs 
thus: “These were in the days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua, 
the son of Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah the governor, 
and of Ezra the priest, the scribe.” Herzfeld argues that this 
cannot refer solely to the preceding xii. 1-25 since the section 
in question contains almost as maw notices relating to the time 
of Jeshua as to that of his son Joiakim; and it appears un^ 

I Gfiscjicbte ^ V. Israel, vol. i. p. 314. * Ibid, p, 312. 

® Die Gottesdienstlicbon Vortraege der Juden, p. 26. 
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suitable in enumerating the principal priests and Leyites to 
have respect to their being contemporary with Ezra and 
Kehemian with whom they had no connection. Hence he 
infers that xii. 26 must refer to something before xii. 1-26, 
probably to viii. 1, etc. It was an ancient opinion, as we learn 
irom Josephus, that Joiukim and Ezra di^ about the samt 
time, according to which Ezra and Nehemiah were to be put in 
Joiakim’s days; and a chronology results, deviating in some 
respects from that in Neh. iii. 1 ; for the events related in viii. 
1, etc., are represented to be somewhat earlier than Neh. iii. 1 
assumes, in the latter days of Joiakim instead of his son 
Eliashib.^ 

AVe greatly doubt the validity of this reasoning. The twenty- 
sixth verse refers to the twelfth, and there is no need to suppose 
any ulterior allusion. There is no projK*r union between chaps, 
xi. and xii. 1-26 ; and Herzfeld’s attempt to make them parts 
of one and the same original section appears to us a failure. 
Nehemiah himself did not insert xii. 1-26 into his memoranda, 
because the heads of the priests and Levites of his own time are 
absent from the list. It proceeded from the Chronicle- writer, 
for in verses 10, 11, 22, the high priest’s family register is 
brought down to Jaddua, a supposed contemporary of Alexander 
the Great; and the twenty-fourth and twenty-tifth vei*sc8 are 
full of well-known phrases characteristic of the Chronist. 
Herzfeld indeed argues, that the section could not have been 
inserted by this compiler because xii. 27-xiii. 6 proceeds from 
him in part, and it would be singular in any writer to have a 
concluding formula like that in xii. 26 before a proper conclu- 
sion.^ But the basis of xii. 27-xiu. 6 was Nehemialis com|}osi- 
tion; and the commencement of the paragraph as far as 
(in verse 27) is certainly his. The Chronist took a passage 
written by Nehemiah, which ho abridged and interpolated ; 
giving it the form it now has in xii. 27-xiii. 3. Zunz supposes 
that “the book of the Chronicles,” quoted in the twenty-third 
verse, means our present canonical Chronicles ; which is doubtful, 
because the lists of priests and Ijcvites referred to us existing in 
the book, are not in the Chronicles we now have. Tlius xii. 27- 
xiii. 3 is a piece written over and elaborated by the Chronicle- 
writer. Some parts of it were manifestly written by Nehemiah, 
a« the twenty-seventh from to the forty-second verse. 

The thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth verses, where Asaph, and David 
the man of God appear, are Chronistic. In the forty-third verse 
religious joy is mention^ five times ; and from the forty-fourth 
to the fcrty-seventh verses inclusive savour strongly of the 

> Geidiicbte dei V. Ifrael, vol. i. p. 808. 
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Chronicle- writer. In xiii. 2 we have a reminiseenoe from Deut. 
xxiii. 4-6, and the appellation ** book of Moses,” both remind- 
ing us of the same author. The third verse does not agree with 
Neh. xiii. 13-27. Chronologically speaking, this piece belongs 
to vii. 1-4 where the walls are spoken of as completed. The 
dedication of them here referred to followed the finishing of 
the walls. The remainder of the book (xiii. 4-31) preceded 
from Neheraiah himself. 

From this analysis it appears, that Nehemiah himself did not 
write the book which now bears his name. It was compiled 
from his memoranda and other materials, by the writer of the 
Chronicles. Accordingly the time coincides with that of the 
Chronicles. And this is confirmed by internal evidence; for 
Jaddua’s name occurs in xii. 11, 22, and we learn from Josephus 
that ho was high priest when Alexander the Great visited 
Jerusalem. He became priest 3G6 b.c., Nehemiah came to 
Jerusalem in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes and in the priest- 
hood of Eliashib, i.e., 445. At what time he died cannot be 
discovered ; but though Ilavernick supposes he may have seen 
Jaddua, it is by a combination of unlikely circumstances, such 
as, he was twenty years old when he came first to Jerusalem 
under the pontificate of Eliashib. He was contemporary with 
Joiada, Eliashib^s son, who succeeded his father in the pontifi- 
cate, and may therefore have lived in the time of Jaddua, if 
seventy years be added to the twenty.^ But even this calcula- 
tion does not suffice, since it biings Nehemiah only to the high 
priesthood of Johanan, 375 n.c. ; whereas Jaddua did not become 
nigh priest till 366. We know that some have attempted to 
shew how much Josephuses account respecting the meeting of 
Alexander and Jaddua at Jerusalem abounds with historical and 
chronological errors. And it is probable that there is a mistake 
in it so far as relates to their meeting; for Onias succeeded 
Jaddua in the pontificate, in the first year of Alexander. But 
this circumstance docs not affect the total improbability of 
Nehemiah living till the high priesthood of Jaddua ; even 
though he died at a great age. It is just possible that Nehe- 
miah may have lived till 370 b.c., which would make him ninety- 
five years old, according to Havernick’s hypothesis respecting 
his age when he first came to Jerusalem; but even that date 
does not reach the beginning of Jaddua’s high priesthood. 
And he must have entered upon office when he is spoken of in 
Neh. xii. ^ 22, for the language plainly implies thus much. 
This mention of Jaddua brings the time of compilatioii within 
366-332. 

We are aware that the tenth and eleventh verses of Neh. xii* 

^ Einleitung, II. 1, pp. 420, 421. 
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in which Jaddua Occurs, as also the twenty-second and twenty- 
third verses have been considered interpolations by many critics. 
Hie hypothesis is an arbitrary one, unless the interpolator be 
considered the Cbronist himself working upon a previous 
document. As long as the verses are pronounced marginal 
annotations subsequently taken into the text, the statement is 
gratuitous. 

In Neh. xii. 22 mention is made of “ Darius the Persian.'* 
As Jaddua is spoken of in the same verse this can be no other 
than Darius Codomannus III. the last king, who began his 
short reign in 335 n.r. He could not be Darius Nothus who 
died 405 b c., because the words in the twentv-second verse 
imply a later reign than his : “ also the j)riest8 (the I-<evites just 
mentioned being in the days of Eliashib to Jaddua) to the reign 

of Darius the Persian," whore though hv, not “tS? stands, the 
sense is the same, and there is no necessity for supposing with 
Bertheau a later exchange of the one for the other. This men- 
tion of Darius brings down the composition of the work as late 
as 335-331 b.c. AVhether the phrase, “ Darius the I'ersian," 
implies that the writer or compiler lived under a non-Persian 
dominion, and so later than Darius Codomannus, wc will not 
afirm. It is probable. 

VL Summary of Authorship ix the books of Ezra and 
Nehfaiiah. — The extended work of the Cbronist embraced a 
post*»txile as well as a pre-exile part ; but the former was after- 
wards separated from the latter and received a distinct name, 
the book of Ezra, including what is now NcluTuiah. In this 
post-exile portion the (’hronicle- writer coi)i('d his sources more 
extensively than in the preceding part. In Ezra ii. 1-69 he 
gave an old list; in iv. 8-vi. 18, a fragment of an Arainean 
narrative which he had got. In vii. 12-ix. 15 he inserted a 
piece of Ezra's memoirs, and in x. 18-33, he put a list or register 
which had come into his hands. Thus more than two-tnirds 
of the book of Ezra was transcribed from the sources at his 
disposal. "With respect to the book of Nehemiuh which was 
merely intended as an apptmdix to the whole, he filled up gaps 
in Kehemiah's memoirs with vii. 73/A-ix., xii. 1-xiii. 3, and 
with minor interpolations Ixisides. Wc have then left for the 
authorship of Ezra vii. 12-ix. 15, and for Nch. i. 1-vii. 73a., 
X. at first ; xi. xiii. 4-31. 

The style of Ezra in the historical part is exceedingly dry. 
His prayer is written in a more lively strain. The language is 
of a later and degenerate complexion. It is easy to account for 
the difference. One who had passed his earlier years in foreign 
lands could not be expected to write good Hebrew. In prayers 
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tlie Hebrew mind had greater facility of expression, because of 
its religious direction, and the help of reminiscences from the 
old sacred books. In point of language, Nehemiah's composi- 
tion is little better than Ezra’s ; but his narratives are forcible 
and lively. 

The mode of narration in the Chronicles is various according 
to the origin and nature of the materials employed. It is best 
in the parts relating to public worship, because the writer was. 
most interested in these, and also because he could avail him 
self there of many old technical or characteristic expressions. 
Hence his style is tolerably facile. But the language is weak 
and degenerate. The word- forms peculiar to him are awkward 
and unskilful. Many of his words and grammatical construc- 
tions are half Rabbinical. 

VII. The so-called seventy years’ captivity in Babylon. 
— The captivity of the Jews in Babylon is commonly regarded as 
lasting seventy years. The destruction of Jerusalem, the death 
of Zedekiah, and the deportation of most of the inhabitants to 
Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar happened either in 588 or 587 B.C., 
probably the latter. According to Ezra i. 1 ; v. 13 ; vi. 3 ; 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 22, Cyrus gave permission to the Jews to return 
in the first year of his reign, i\e. in 538. Hence the first colony 
arrived in Judea in 537. Dating therefore from the destruction 
of Jerusalem, the exile lasted about fifty years ; more exactly 
perhaps forty-nine, from the nineteenth of Nebuchadnezzar 
till the end of the two years’ dominion of the Median king 
whom Cyrus set over Babylon, called by Daniel Darius the son 
of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes. In Ptolemy’s canon, 
however, as wtII as in Herodotus, no regard is paid to this short 
and intermediate sovereignty; so that from the nineteenth of 
Nebuchadnezzar till the first of Cyrus is exactly fortj^-seven 
years. Ewald identifies this Darius with the Cyaxares of Xeno- 
phon. From the deportation of Jehoiachin 598 b.c. it continued 
about sixty-one years. How then did the opinion or tradition 
arise, that the captivity was of seventy years’ duration? It 
could not have been from computation, but from Jeremiah’s 
prophecy in xxv. 12. The number seventy in this passage 
stands as a round, indefinite one, meaning a long time generally. 
Zechariah also speaks of seventy years during which the Lord 
shewed His indignation against Jerusalem and the cities of 
Judah, using that as a round number ; for in vii. 1, 5, two years 
later, he still speaks of seventy years. Relying on Jeremiah 
the Chronicle-writer also speaks oi seventy years. Accordingly 
in Ezra iii. 12, where it is related that the first altar was erected 
B.c. 536, many old men were present who had seen the first 
house. Fifty-two years had elapsed since it was destroyed. In 
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acoordance with this notice Haggai asks (ii. 3), ** Who h left 
among yon that saw this house in her first glory, etc. P’’ Sizty- 
seyen years had elapsed ; but if the exile last^ seventy yearly 
v©^ few persons would have survived. 

Perhaps Josephus has contributed to the erroneous supposition 
that the captivity continued seventy years. In his Antiquities 
xL 1, 1 he says, that the first year of Cyrus's reign was the 
seventieth from the day that the Jews were removed out of their 
own land into Babylon, etc. But ho is very inconsistent, for in 
his treatise a^nst Apion i. 21 we read, “ in them (our books) 
it is written tnat Nebuchadnezzar, in the eighteenth year of his 
reign, laid our temple desolate, and so it lay in that state of 
obscurity for fifty years ; but that in tlie second year of the 
reign of Cyrus its foundations were laid, and it was finished 
again in the second year of Darius." This passage makes the 
time in which the temple lay in ruins amount to fifty-four years 
and a few months. But there is reason for supposing the text 
of it to be corrupt. We have purposely omitted referring to 
Daniel ix. 25, because we do not look ujk)u the book as authen- 
tic. Of course there is no true warrant for dating the begin- 
ning of the Babylonian captivity from 606 kc., as I^deaux 
does, ue. from the fourth year of Jehoiakim.^ And the begin- 
ning of Daniel's servitude cannot bo the beginning of the so- 
called seventy years of the Babylonish captivity. Mr. Hooper* 
in his learned work Pulmoni, has thrown much light on the 
dates of these and other historical events.^ 

' The Old and New Teatainont connected, etc., toI. i. p. 62, ed. 1719. 

• Palmoni, p. 246 et 
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I. CoNTEOTS. — ^The book of Esther relates that Ahasuenis, 
who ruled over 127 provinces, made a great feast for all his nobles 
in his Persian capital Shushan, in the third year of his reign. 
It lasted 180 days ; after which he made a feast for all the 
people present in the palace, and continued it for seven days. 
Va^ti his queen also made a feast for the women in the royal 
house. On the seventh day, when the king’s heart was merry 
with wine, he commanded his seven chamberlains to bring the 
queen that the people and princes might see her beauty. But 
she refused to come, and therefore the king was angry. On 
consulting the wise men respecting the proper punishment to be 
inflicted on her, they advised him, lest the precedent should 
encourage other women, to divorce Vashti and take a better. 
The advice was approved and adopted. Royal letters were sent 
into all the provinces, that every man should bear rule in his 
own house (i. 1-22). 

^ After this the king’s servants proposed, that fair young vir- 
gins should be gathered together out of all the provinces of the 
empire, in order that one might be selected for queen in place 
of Vashti. Now it so happened, that there was a Jew named 
Mordecai, a descendant of one who had been carried away cap- 
tive from Jerusalem. He brought Hadassah or Esther his 
uncle’s daughter, a fair and beautiful damsel, whom Mordecai 
had adopted for his own daughter. This Esther was conducted 
with many others to the keeper of the royal harem, where she 
concealed her lineage, agreeably to the caution of Mordecai. 
Having been presented to the king in her turn, she pleased him 
more than all the rest ; so that he set the royal crown on her 
head, and made her (jueen instead of Vashti. Then Ahasuenis 
made a great feast, in honour of her coronation, accompanied 
inth a remission of taxes to the provinces, and great gifts. In 
t^se days Morde^i discovered a conspiracy against the king*! 
life by two of his chamberlains ; and told Esther of it, who 
mformed the king (ii 1-23). 
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Long after these things, Haman an Amalekite was promoted 
above all the princes. By the royal command all the king’s 
servants who were about the court bowed and did him homage 
as he passed, with the exception of Mordecai. The latter, 
though repeatedly spoken to by his associates, gave no heed to 
their remonstrances, which led to their telling Haman of the dis- 
respect, as also of Mordccai’s Jewish birth. Human was there- 
fore greatly incensed, and meditated the destruction of all the 
Jews throughout the kingdom. The lot was cast before him from 
day to day for nearly twelve months, till Adar seemed the month 
pomted out by the divination as most suitable for the execution 
of his purpose. He then informed tlie king that a people w^ere 
dispersed throughout the empire whose laws were difibrent from 
those of all other nations, who did not observe the king’s laws, 
and ought not to be allowed to exist. It w’as proposed that 
they should be destroyed. Haman engaged to pay 10,000 
talents of silver into the royal treasury. To this the king 
agreed. Letters were sent, bearing the royal signature and seal, 
into all the provinces of the kin^om to destroy all the Jews 
indiscriminately, of every age and sex, in one day — the 13th of 
the twelfth month — and to seize their property. After the posts 
went out, the king and Haman sat down to di’ink ; but the city 
Shushan “was perplexed (hi. 1-15). 

When Mordecai jxjrceived what was done, he put on sackcloth 
with ashes, and w'ent crying bitterly through the city till he 
came before the king’s gate. Informed by her attendants of 
his presence and attire, Esther was exceedingly grieved, and 
sent raiment to clothe him, which he refused to put on. One of 
the chamberlains having been despatched to inquire what was 
the matter, Mordecai told him of all that had happened ; gave 
him a copy of the royal decree commanding the extirpation of 
his people, and sent a pressing request to Esther that she should 
supplicate her royal husband on behalf of the Jew's. But she 
sent back word that to go unsummoned into the king’s presence 
was a capital offence — except the king stretched out the golden 
sceptre in token of forgiveness. He returned in answ'cr that 
her own fate was bound up with the sentence proclaimed against 
her kindred; that deliverance might happen from some other 
quarter ; and that perhaps she had been elevated for the very 
purpose of saving her nation at such a crisis. In consequence 
of this message she requested Mordecai to have all the Jews in 
Shushan ^thered together to keep fast for three days on her 
account ; intimating at the same time that she and her maidens 
would fast before she went in to the king at the lisk of her life 
(iv. l-17i 

The third day after, Esther, clothed in royal apparel, pre» 
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ifented herself before the king. She was graciously received— 
Ahasuerus holding out to her the golden sceptre, whose top she 
touched. When asked what was her request, and having re- 
ceived the promise of it, should it even amount to the h^ of 
the kingdom, she requested that the king and Hamp might 
come that day to a banquet prepared. At table the king asked 
again what was her petition. This she promised to make known 
on the morrow, if the king and Ilaman would honour her with 
their presence at another banquet on that day. As Haman 
went forth with a glad heart from the royal presence, and saw 
Mordecai who paid him no reverence, he was incensed against 
him, but refrained from violence. After he went home he called 
his friends together and his wife, whom he told of all his wealth, 
and children, and honours ; how he had sat with the king and 
queen, and was again to be at the royal table the next day. 

Yet all this,” he said, '' availeth me nothing, so long as I see 
Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate.” By the counsel of his 
wife and friends, he had a gallows erected, and was to apply the 
next day for the king’s order to have Mordecai hanged on it 
(v. 1-14). 

On that night the king could not sleep ; and to relieve the 
tediousness of the time he commanded the book of the record of 
the chronicles to be brought, which was read before him. After 
hearing of the good service done him by Mordecai when two 
chamberlains plotted against his life, he inquired what reward 
had been received for it. Being told that no requital had been 
made, he inquired what courtier was in attendance, and was told 
that Haman was in the court, who was summoned into the royal 

E resence, and commanded to give his advice as to what should 
e done to the man whom the king delighted to honour. Think- 
ing such a man to be none other than himself, he counselled the 
king to have him robed in the royal apparel, the crown put on 
his head, mounted on the king’s horse, and conducted through 
the street of the city by one of the king’s most noble princes, 
proclaiming before him, Thus shall it be done to the man 
whom the king delighteth to honour.” The king acting imme- 
diately on this advice, ordered Haman to do all this to Mordecai 
the Jew. After it was done, Haman returned to his home full 
of envy and malice, where he told his wife and friends of all 
that h^ happened (vi. 1-13). 

While the conference was proceeding at his house, the royal 
chamberlains came to conduct him to the queen’s banquet, 
where, after the king’s inquiry had been repeated, Esther said 
that she preferred her suit for her own life and her people’s who 
were sentenced to die. If bondage only had been determined' 
upon for them, she would not have veAtured to intercede^ for 
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them. After the king asked who and where the man wa$ tiiat 
durst presume in his heart to do so, and had received the answer 
that Human was Ihe wicked enemy, he rose up angry and went 
to the palace garden ; while Haman begged his life from the 
queen. Hetuming from the garden, he was the more enraged 
at what appeared to him Haman’s improper familiarity with 
&ther ; and being informed of the gallows erected in Hatnan’a 
house for Mordecai, ordered him to bo hanged on it (vi. 14- 
viL 10). 

Ahasuerus gave all that Haman had to his queen, who ap- 
pointed Mordecai the administrator of it, after he had appear^ 
m the royal presence and received the king’s ring os the token 
of his authority. In the mean time, Esther had told her royal 
husband of the relationship between her and ^lordecai. Still 
however the letters devised by Haman remained in force ; and 
therefore Esther besought the king with tears to avert the mis- 
chief. As it was considered among the Persians that what was 
written in the king’s name and sealed with his ring was irrever- 
sible, Ahasuerus ordered Mordecai to send letters by post on 
horseback, authorising the Jews to gather themselves together 
and defend their lives against every one who should assault 
them, as also to destroy and kill all the j>eople who, by at- 
tacking, should expose themselves to dangtT. Mordecai went 
forth with great honour from the royal presence, the city of 
Shusan rejoiced, and the Jew's were glad throughout all the 
realm, wherever the king’s decree came (viii. 1-17). 

On the thirteenth day of the month Adar, the day appointed 
for the execution of the king’s decree against the Jews, this 
people gathered together in their cities throughout all the pro- 
vinces of the empire, to fall upon such as sought their hurt. 
No man could withstand them. The principal men of the pro- 
vinces helped the Jews, because the fejir of Mordecai had aifected 
them. All the enemies of the Jews were smitten with a great 
destruction. In Shushan the palace, 500 men were slain and 
destroyed, besides the ten sons of Haman ; but the spoil was 
not touched. On the number of those slain in Shushan being 
brought before Ahasuerus, he asked Esther what farther she 
wrould have. She requested that the slaughter should be re- 
newed next day, and that Haman’s ten sons should be hanged 
on the gallows. This was done accordingly ; and 300 mote 
were slain in Shushan. The Jews in the provinces slew 76,000, 
and, like those in the capital, touched nothing of the prey. In 
the villages they rested on the 14th of Adar, making it a day of 
feasting and gl^ness. But those in Shushan rested on the 16th 
day, which the;y celebrated as a festival, like their brethren ia 
the provinces (iz. 1-19). 
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After this, Mordecai wrote to all the Jews far and near 
throughout the empire to make the celebration perpetual from 
year to year, on the 14th and 15th days of Adar. This was 
done, and the days were called Panm, after the name of Pur ; 
because Haman had cast the lot to destroy them. Then Esther 
and Mordecai wrote with all authority to confirm these days of 
Purim (ix. 20-32). 

Ahasuerus laid a tribute upon the land and the isles of the 
sea. .^d all the acts of his power and the declaration of Mor* 
decai’s greatness were written in the book of the chronides of 
the Kings of Media and Persia (x. 1-3). 

II. Scx)PE OF THE Book. — The scope of the work is to relate 
the historical occasion of the feast of Purim or lots, which is to 
the Jews what the Saturnalia was to the Homans ; and is cele- 
brated on the 14th and 15th days of the month Adar. It is not 
to illustrate the providence of God towards his Church, thou^ 
that is signally displayed in the remarkable deliverance of the 
Jews recorded ; nor is it to encourage the Jews after their return 
to Palestine to lean more fully on the promises relating to the 
Messiah wlio was to appear, and to promote the restoration of 
their ecclesiastical and civil polity, as Carpzov thinks.^ 

III. The Ahasuerus of the Book. — Great difierence of 
opinion has existed respecting the Ahasuerus of the book. He 
was not Cambyses ; because the length of his reign forbids : nor 
Darius the Mede, who, after subduing Babylon and enlarging 
his territories, lived no more than two 3 "ears. Nor was he 
Ast^^ages, Darius’s father-in-law, because the extent of Aha- 
suerus’s empire does not agree with the small dominion belong- 
ing to Astj'agcs. Nor does Artaxerxes Longimanus suit ; though 
Josephus, Petavius, liightfoot, Le Clerc, Prideaux, Hales, and 
others fix upon him. The favour shewn to the Jews by him, 
above all other kings that reigned in Persia, is not a proof that 
they had in his days such an advocate as Esther to intercede 
for them. In the book of Nehemiah it is never hinted that his 
queen was a Jewess, though she is mentioned (ii. 6). And the 
(maracter of Artaxerxes does not accord with that of Ahasuerus 
in this book. Still less will any other Artaxerxes agree ; whether 
Mnemon, as Jerome and Eusebius suppose ; or Ochus, as L. Cap- 
pellus conjectures. The name Artaxerxes is always written m 
^ripture ArtacliBhashta^ not Ahasuerus. Besides, chronology does 
jttot allow of the hypothesis. Others think that Darius 
taspis is meant ; and identify Esther with his wife Atossa. But 
no Darius is ever called Ahasuerus in Scripture, though the 
name often oocurs. Atossa had four sons by Darius, au bom 


^ latroduodo, Part 1. p. 365. 
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after lie had ascended the throne ; and therefore she could not 
be queen Vashti whom the king divorced in the third year 
of his reign. It is true that Ahasuerus is said to have laid a 
tribute on the land and the isles (Esther x.), and that the same 
is said of Darius Hystaspis by Herodotus ; but Strabo ascribes 
this to Darius Longimanus ; and it seems that Darius is there 
put by mistake of the transcribers for Artaxerxes. Neither 
Darius Hystaspis's character, nor liis conduct towards the Jews, 
corresponds with what the book of Esther relates of Ahasuerus. 
The names of his counsellors in Herodotus arc not the same 
as the names of them here. "We cannot, therefore, assent to this 
view, though it is held by TTssher, Dupin, F. Spanheim, Luther, 
and others. Nor was he Cyaxarcs, tlie son of 1‘hraortcs, as 
Nickes^ tries to shew. The only probable opinion is that which 
identihes Ahasuerus with Xerxes; as Joseph Scaliger, Drusius, 
Pfeifier, Dannhauer, Carpzov, Justi, Jahn, Eichhorn, Gesenius, 
and most modern critics believe. 

The point is ably argued, and the objections to Xerxes well 
answered by Ilerzfeld.*^ The extent of Ahasuerus’s empire 
(from India even unto Ethiopia, 127 provinces, i. 1) is said 
by Herodotus in nearly the same words to have belonged to 
Aerxes.^ Tlic time of his reign in which the banquet was held, 
viz., the third year, agrees well with the meeting together of 
the nobles and princes of the Persian empire at which the in- 
vasion of Greece was decided upon. The divorce of his queen 
in the same year, and Esther’s elevation four years after, are 
also suitable, in the opinion of some, to Xerxes’s history ; the 
intermediate time having been spent in preparations for war 
and in the expedition itself — for the monarch did not return 
to Susa till the seventh year of his reign, not the tenth, as 
Herodotus states. Hut the correspondence is not good in those 
particulars. We arc unable to follow Scaliger and others in 
identifying Esther with Amestris, Xerxes’s qiu'en, who caused 
the wife of Masistes to be horribly mutilated ; and fourteen 
children of the best families in Persia to be buried alive as a 
sacrifice to the infernal gods.^ It is possible indeed that tradi- 
tion may have transformed her person and conduct, when taken 
into the circle of Jewish history by representing her as a pro- 
tectress of the Jews and cruel only to the Persians ; but the 
metamorphosis is too great to bo assumed with probability. 
What most favours the identity of Xerxes with Ahasuerus is 
iimilaritp of character, 

1 Be Eitherae libro et ad eum quae pertinent vaticiniis et paalmia, Ubri trm. 
Pan jprior, 1856. 

* Geaehichte det V. lerael, vol. ii. p. 859 et aeqq. 

* liib. Tii. cap. 9. * Ibid, chape. 107, 112, 
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The conduct of Xerxes was capricious, and in some cases like 
that of a madman. His disposition was sensual and cruel. He 
was prone to indulge in riotous living. His measures were often 
sudden and arbitrary. All this is reflected in the person of 
Ahasuerus better than in that of any other Persian monarch 
we know. It is objected, however, that Xei*xes ascended the 
throne in the year 485 b c., Le,, 112 years after the captivity of 
Jeconiah, in which Mordccai is said to have been carried to 
Babylon; but the objection is pointless, because Mordecai’s 
great grandfather, not himself, is said to have been carried 
away prisoner with Jeconiah. 

It may be thought that Xerxes is also objectionable on the 
score of chronology, if he reigned only eleven or twelve years 
as Heiigstenberg and Kruger think. But even if the attempted 
proof of this opinion were successful, Xerxes is not unsuitable 
to the history in Esther, because the latter ends with the twelfth 
year of that monarch. It is still most probable that Xerxes 
reigned twenty-one years ; ^ and Artabanus had not control over 
him till the latter part of his reign, when he abandoned himself 
to the indulgence of his lusts, and neglected public affairs. 

We do not pretend to say that everything in the book attri- 
buted to Ahasuerus corresponds with the character and conduct 
of Xerxes. The parallel between them cannot be fully carried 
out. But this serves among other things to shew the improba- 
bility of all being true history. As some of it is fabulous, we are 
left without the means of determining its general correspon- 
dence with known history. The author may have written with- 
out strict regard to persons and characters, putting into the 
shape that seemed best a story connected with the origin of an 
ancient festival. 

IV. Histojucal improbabilities. — The historical character 
of the book has been called in question by many, because of the 
numerous and great improbabilities contained in it. Let us see 
what they are. 

1. Ahasuerus keeps a feast for half a year, assembling about 
him all his princes, nobles, and satraps, and thus leaving their 
provinces without a proper government. 

Apologists account for this by saying that after the termina- 
tion of his campaign against Egypt, he summoned all the great 
men of his kingdom to Susa, in the third year of his reign, to 
consult with them respecting an expedition against Greece. 
Hence the half-year feast, because the deliberations were so 
important. It is true that the Persian kings were accustomed 
to hold councils of their nobles on affairs of state ; but how can 


* Hcrzfeld'f Gescliichte dea V, Israel, vol. ii. pp* 397, 398. 
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the six months’ duration of such consultations be accounted for P 
Is it at all likely that the provinces would be left without 
government for so long a time P The writer of the book makes 
no mention of these deliberations ; which is not singular because 
they had no relation to his purpose ; but that they should con- 
tinue so long is unaccountable. 

2. The divorce of Yashti takes place in the third year of 
Xerxes’ reign, soon after which measures were adopted for the 
selection of a queen in her stead. But the selection of Esther 
is not mentioned till towards the end of the seventh year of his 
reign. 

Apologists explain this fact by saying that the intermediate 
period was occupied by the expedition against Greece, whence 
Xerxes returned in the spring of the seventh year of his reign. 
In consequence of this, his marriage was postponed, tlie virgins 
already gathered together dismissed, and brought again into tlie 
royal harem, after the return from Greece, lienee it is written 
in ii. 19, ** when the virgins were gathered together the second 
A'/we,” etc.^ This answer is insufficient, l^ecause Herodotus relates^ 
that while Xerxes residtxl at Sardis his q\»een was . Amestris, 
whose cruel disposition and deeds to the innocent forbid the 
idea of her identity with Esther. AVe are remindc^d indeed that 
all the Persian kings had more wives than one ; but how could 
Xerxes have had at the same time both Amestris and Estlicr, if 
what is said by Herodotus of the former’s power over liiin and 
her jealousy, be true ? And as Amestris was his qu(‘en before 
he returned to Susa from the Grecian exf)edition, whereas Yashti 
was divorced before the expedition commenced, it aiqx^ars that 
Amestris had succH?eded Yashti. Indeed it is unlikely that the 
monarch waited till after his return. In any cast?, two queens at 
the same time are out of the question. 

3. When A^ashti refuses to appear before the king and his 
princes, the latter advise him to enact, and he procetnls with all 
due form to put the counsel into execution and to send letters 
into all the provinces of the empire, according to the dialect of 
each one, that every man should bear rule in his otrn house. Surely 
this was an unnecessary and absurd thing, in an Oriental country 
at that day. 

4. Mordecai was carried captive with Jehoiachin 597 B.o. ; 
Xerxes did not begin his reign till 485 b.c. ; and the third year 
of that reign when Yashti was rejected, must bring Mordecai to 
the age of 115, even if he was carried away in infancy. At 
that time his niece Esther was not a young virgin, as the book 
represents her, but must have lost her personal charms through 


^ See Keil*t Emleitmig, p. 471. 


* lib. ix. eapp. 108*110. 
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age. This argument though adduced by De Wette and others, 
does not appear to be valid. 

The true explanation of the original words makes Edsh, 
great grandfather of Mordecai, the person carried away in 
Jehoiachin’s captivity. The text runs thus: “Now in Shu- 
shan the palace there was a certain Jew whose name was Mor- 
decai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a 
Benjamite, who had been carried away from Jerusalem with the 
captivity which had been carried away with Jeconiah king of 
Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried 
away. And he brought up Hadassah, that is Esther, his uncle’s 
daughter, etc. (ii. 6-7). Here ‘icho, at the beginning of 

the sixth verse refers to the immediate antecedent Kish ; and so 
the time of Mordecai may be placed where the genealogy de- 
mands.^ The Hebrew is certainly open to either construction ; 
but we cannot affirm that it is as naturally open to either in the 
present instance. With regard to this point, the defenders of 
the historical correctness of the whole narrative disagree among 
themselves ; Justi, Baumgarten and others rightly referring the 
pronoun to the great grandfather of Mordecai ; while Nickes 
insists upon the antecedent b(ung Mordecai himself.*^ 

6. Hainan, because of an afiront from one Jew, maliciously 
designs to destroy a whole nation of about two millions of 
people; and the king at once agrees to his request that the 
slaughter should take place ; while he offers the monarch 10,000 
talents of silver, equal to nearly three millions sterling and a 
half. Tliis is somewhat incredible on the part of the king and 
prime minister. 

6. Hainan’s decree for the extermination of the Jews was 
issued on the 13th day of the month Adar, but was not to be 
executed till the 13th day of the twelfth month. Thus the 
whole kingdom is advertised eleven months before of the in- 
tended massacre. What monarch would have given such public 
notice of a bloody decree he intended to execute, instead of 
communicating it privately to the presidents of the provinces ? 
And the people destined for the slaughter are represented in the 
mean time as quietly awaiting their fate, without preparing to 
flee, or to defend themselves. 

The solution of this has been sought in the circumstance that 
Haman cast lots for a lucky day, and could not change it when 
it was once fixed by lot. His superstition did not allow of a 
change. Surely a man bent on the destruction of two millions 
of people, would not have permitted a superstition to stand in 
the way of its fulfilment ! When the choice was between its 

‘ Baumgarten de fide Ubri Esther®, p. 127. 

* Comp. Ewald, neantes Jahrhueh, p. 187. 
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taking place or not, he would not hesitate to adopt the coarse 
likely to effect his object. Judea itself was at that time a Persian 
province, and was inhabited almost entirely by Jews. Hence 
Ahasuerus would have decreed the slaughter of by far the 
greater number of the inhabitants of one of his provinces, and 
announced the decree, too, nearly twelve months before the in- 
tended execution of it. Surely this is incredible ! 

7. The king, after changing his mind, authorises the Jews 
when assailed to arm themselves and kill his native subjects; 
and those subjects, knowing the second decree to this effect, 
provoke and assail them according to the first decree. Hence 
above 75,000 Persians after eight months’ warning arc slaugh- 
tered, without mention of any Jews being destroyed. Not a 
single Jew is said to have been wounded, much less killed. 
The history represents the IVrsians as passive victims. The 
fear of the Jews fell ujion and paralysed all people : it is even 
said that the rulers of the provinces and otluT officers helped 
the foreigners against tlieir own tcllow-countrymen because they 
were afraid of Mordecai the grand Vizier. The number slain 
is quite improbable, notwithstanding all the supj>osal)le and sup- 
posed circumstances of the case. Although the prime minister 
and the queen were Jews; altliough the people were widely 
diffused through the Persian empire at the time, and were aided 
by the IV'rsian rulers, the impn^bability is not removed. It is 
true, as has been said by way of lessening the i)eculiarities of 
the narrative, that the fact of no harm being mentioned as sus- 
tained by the Jews, does not prove that none was done ; but, at 
the same time, the general impression which a r(*ader derives 
from the narrative is, that the Jews suffered no hurt. “They 
smote all their enemies with the stroke of the sword, and 
slaughter, and destruction, and did what they woidd unto those 
that hated them ” (ix. 5 ). 

8. The king, at the request of Ksther, allows another day for 
the butcher)" in the palace; although he had just learned that 
500 had been already slain there, and the ten sons of Haman. 
This looks very improbable. 

9. How could the city Shushan generally be “perplexed’* 
by the first edict w hich Jlamaii obtained ; or how could it be 
ttrown into such gladness by the second (iii. 15; viii. 15) P 
Was the city inhabited by Jews alone P The residence of the 
kings, and the capital of the province Susiana, must have been 
chiefly occupied by Persians, not Jews ; and as its circumfer- 
ence, according to Strabo, was 120 stadia, it could not generally 
be thrown into trouble by the one edict, or into delight by the 
other* 

10. It is somewhat improbable that Yashti should have been 
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summoned by the king to the banquet, and not to the carousal. 
Such was not the Persian custom. But perhaps the character 
of Xerxes may account for this. 

11. It is very unlikely that so great honour should be shewn 
to Mordocai for his discovery of a conspiracy against the king’s 
life which had passed unrewarded for a while, as that the ro^al 
crown should be set on his head, the royal apparel put on him, 
the king’s charger given him to ride upon, and he himself be 
conduct^ in royal state through the streets of the city. The 
evidence of Jewish pride is seen in this narrative. 

12. The existence of a plot against the king’s life having 
been discovered by IMordecai seems improbable, unless he were 
immediately elevated and rewarded. Such services were well- 
requited. 

13. The description of Ahasuerus’s sitting on his throne when 
he did not give audience to any one, and so exhibiting his royal 
pomp when there was no occasion, is incongruous. And that 
the queen could only approach to speak to her husband at the 
risk of her life is improbable, unless she had fallen under the 
monarch’s displeasure. Who can think it agreeable to Persian 
manners that the king should have continually a golden sceptre 
at hand to reach forth to any one whom ho might allow to speak 
to him without having been summoned ? 

Some of these difficulties in the narrative may perhaps be 
solved by Xerxes’ weak, capricious, proud, and m^-like dis- 
position. One who wrote to mount Athos in high-sounding 
terms of command ; who ordered 300 stripes to be inflicted on 
the sea and a pair of fetters tlirown into it ; who had the heade 
of the persons who built the bridge of boats between Sestos and 
Abydos struck off after the storm had shattered the vessels of 
which it was composed ; and who gave himself to the gratifica- 
tion of his lusts and vicious inclinations, cannot be judged by 
the ordinary standard of humanity. 

14. The gallows erected by Human is said to have been fifty 
cubits high (seventy-five feet at the lowest computation), and in 
Hainan’s own house (vii. 9). This is most improbable. 

16. It is very" singular, that Mordocai himself institutes the 
feast of Purim, without any mention of the Jerusalem Jews and 
the high priest, whose consent to such an institution could 
hardly he dispensed with. 

16. The sleeplessness of the king and his reading in the book 
of chronicles on the very night before Mordecai’s intended 
execution (vi. 1-13) is somewhat unlikely. So providential a 
thin^ *nay indeed have happened ; but it is surrounded with 
su^icious circumstances And why should the royal favourite 
and prime minister or vizier of the monarch have needed 
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the king’s permission to put an obscure man like Mordecai to 
death? 

17. It would appear from vi. 13, as if the wise men had heard 
for the first time trom Haman that Mordecai was a Jew, which 
does not agree with what is already related in iii. 6-7.^ 

In consequence of these phenomena wo cannot regard the 
book as containing only true history. Neither can it be 
accounted pure fiction. Hather does true history lie at its 
foundation, dressed out with a number of imaginary details and 
circumstances. The basis is true ; but a good part of the super- 
structure, and the air thrown over it, are fabulous. As the 
feast of Purim has been obserred from a very early time by 
the Jews, being mentioned in the second book of Maccabees and 
Josephus, it cannot well be denied that it was instituted at first 
to commemorate some national deliverance. The Jews in Persia 
were saved from some terrible persecution which threatened 
them. The government of the countiy^ at the instigation of a 
prime minister or vizier, w’as about to order, or had ordered 
their destruction, from which they were marvellously saved. 
This event was handed down orally, and embellishea in the 
course of time with fictitious features, till it was reduced to 
writing in its present form. Of course it is now impossible to 
separate the fabulous from the real ; but w’c cannot help think- 
ing that the latter is small in comparison vrith the former. The 
basis is narrow; the superstructure ample. Stiibelin’s apolo- 
l^tic remarks, gathered out of Havernick and others, are very 
insufficient proof of the historical credibilit}" of ail which tho 
book contains.^ 

In 2 Maccabees xv. 36, Mardocheun^ s day is mentioned — one 
day. But Josephus states that the 14th and 15th of Adar were 
kept sacred. This latter a^et's w’ith the Megillath Taanith 
(cap. 12). The Mishna gives the 14th Adar as kept by 
wme Jews, and the 15th by others, coinciding with lather 
ix. 18, 19. The 13th Adar as a fant-day was connected with 
the Purim feast in comparatively recent times. Bcrthcau® con- 
jectures that it was brought into such ndation after tho ninth 
^ntury, when tho day of Nicanor (tho 13th Adar) hod fallen 
into oblivion. The 13th of a month seems to have been tho 
ori^nal day on which was kept a festival that was widened 
in its significance before the present book was written, and per- 
haps brought into connection with the passover, as a festival 
prwanitory to it, and just a month earlier.* 

It is scarcely worth while to mention Nickes’s vain attempt 


* Soe De Wette^i Einlmtong, ] 

* Specielk Einleitong, 

^ £wa]d, Getchiebte de 
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to prop up the historical accuracy of everything related in the 
book by imagining allusions to it in plages contained in the 
Psalms, Propnets, and earlier books, toie very mention of the 
following places which he quotes, Gen. xxvii. 40, xlviii. 27 ; 
Ex. xvii. 14-16; Num. xxiv. 7, 20; Deut. iv. 26-30; Hosea 
i. 10 ; ii. 13-24; Isaiah xiii. 20; Psalms xi. xiii. xxii. xxviiL is 
enough to shew the utter baselessness of his reasoning. 

V. Integ rity. — Both the language and contents of ix. 20-32, 
appear to separate it from the preceding and following contexts. 
Unusual diction and difficult constructions present tnemselves. 
The section properly consists of two small pieces, viz., 20-28 
and 29-32. in the former it is said that Mordecai wrote these 
things, and sent letters to all the Jews to establish among them 
the yearly keeping of the 14th and 15th days of Adar; which 
the Jews accordingly did, as they had already begun. In the 
latter (29-32), Estlier and Mordecai write a second letter, that 
all the Jews should observe the 14th and 15th of Adar as days 
of rejoicing. The words of the twentieth verse, ** And Mordecai 
wrote these things and sent letters unto all the Jews that were 
in all the provinces of the king Ahasuenis,'* etc., refer only to 
what Mordecai wrote to the Jews throughout the empire about 
keeping the two days; not to his writing the book of Esther, 
whether from i. 1 to ix. 19, or the whole. In like manner, the 
letter sjwkcn of in ver. 26 was not the present book of Esther. 
The epistle, such as it was, is not given ; its purport alone is 
noticed. It may lx* ^xu-haps that ver. 24 and 25 are a short 
extract from it. The contents of the first appendix, ix. 20-29, 
do not agree well with the preceding narrative of the book. 
We learn from ix. 15-19 that some of the Jews kept the 15th of 
Adar, others the 14th ; whereas it is said in the twenty-seventh 
and twenty-eighth versos that both days “should be remem- 
bered and kept throughout every generation, every family, 
every province, and every city,*’ etc. ^Vo agree with Herzfeld 
that in ver. 21, 27, 28, 31, the days should not be taken disfri* 
butirely ; but at the same time it is plainl}^ asserted in the 
preceding versed that the Jews in ixnwalled towns celebrated the 
14th of Adar, and those in Susa the 15th. The acute Rabbi has 
not succeeded in reconciling the different statements ; for an 
appeal to some copies of the Septuagint (the Cod. Alexandr., as 
well as the Oomptutensian and Aldine editions) which add to 
ix. 19, that the tlcws of the metropolis celebrated the 15th of 
Adar also, is founded on nothing but an unauthentic addition to 
the text.* The twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth versos represent 
Haman as devising a plot to slay all the Jews; but as soon as 


* Oeic'hichto dos V. laraol, toI. ii. p. 364. 
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the king heard of it, he wrote to the effect that he and hia aons 
should TO hanged. This differs from the narrative of the book, 
and cannot be altogether accounted for from brevity. The 
object of the letter spoken of in the second appendix (29-32) 
was to “ confirm these days of Purim in their times appointedt 
according as Mordecai the Jew and Esthdr the queen had en- 
joined them, and as they had decreed for themselves and for 
their seed, ^e matters of the fasting and of their cry'^ (31). 
No mention of such decrees or prescriptions occurs in i. 1-ix. 19. 
The terms “second letter*' (29) presuppose an acquaintance 
with the first — that in ver. 26. And as mention of the hook 
occurs in ver. 32, where the present book of Esther cannot be 
meant, another book of Purim is implied, from which these two 
appendixes, 20-28 and 29-32 were taken. This book purported 
to nave been written by Mordecai, and contained an account of 
the origin of the festival, with the two letters here referred to. 

At what time the small pieces in question were inserted into 
Esther out of another Purim book cannot be discovered. Pro- 
bably no long time intervened — ^not a century.' 

Bleek thinks it possible tliat the festival had at first a some- 
what different or more general significance, referring perhaps to 
the deliverance of the people from exile or something sitnilar. 
A later representation may have given it the definite allusion it 
now bears to a single deliverance, such as is described in tbo 
book. The name obscure in itself, is here explained 

after the Persian as /o/s, and derived from the lot cast by llaman 
to fix the time for destroying the Jews (iii. 7, ix, 24). But 
what is told of Ilaman's casting lots is wmething uncBsential to 
the occurrence itself, which could hanlly come to be known 
generally, especially by the Jews; so that it is very doubtful 
whether the derivation of the name be really historical or 
authentic. Such is the opinion of Bleek® — a truth-loving critic 
who deseiv’es to bo placed by the side of Do Wettc for all the 
qualities of head and heart indicative of greatne^ss. 

Ewald calls attention to the book of Tobit i. 21, in which 
Achiacharus is spoken of, and one Amon besides (xiv. 10). The 
former was a Jew, who had a high place at the Assyrian court, 
like Mordecai at the Persian, and was supported by Aman.* It 
might therefore be conjectured that the dispute Ixstwcen Achia- 
charus and Aman was transferred from the Assyrian to the Per- 
sian period, and became one between Mordecai and Haman. 
Wo must confess, however, wdth Berthoau, that the original 
identity of the two events is not probable. 

‘ Bertbeau, Exeget. Ilandbuch, xvii. p. 277, et «eqq. 

* Einleitang, n. 408. 
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VI. Author and age. — De Wette thinks^ that the book inten^ 
iionally gives the idea of its being the work of Mordecai ; and 
this opinion is mentioned by Aben Ezra, Herzfeld, and others. 
It is based on ix. 20, And Mordecai wrote these things, and 
sent letters unto all the Jews that were in all the provinces of 
the king Ahasuerus, both nigh and far;'’ and in ix. 32, ** And 
the decree of Esther confirmed these matters of Purim ; and it 
was written in the book." But it appears to us that the only 
proper inference from both passages is, that the author gives us 
to understand that his narrative rests on a written source ; not 
that Mordecai was the author of the work, but of the letter to 
the Jews directing them to keep the fourteenth day as a feast. 
There is no foundation for the opinion that Mordecai wrote the 
book ; especially as we do not know how far the narrative res- 
pecting him is historical. It is also a groundless conjecture to 
affirm that Ezra, or the men of the great synagogue, wrote it. 
It is very difficult to decide whether the writer lived in Persia 
or Palestine when he wrote. For the former it may be argued, 
that the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia are quoted 
(x. 2) ; and that an accurate knowledge of Susa, and of the 
Persian empire, with its manners and customs, is shewn. Thus 
Ahasuerus is said to have reigned from India to Ethiopia ; the 
palace at Shushau and its magnificence are referred to ; the 
wise men or 3fagi are consulted respecting affairs of tho king- 
dom ; tho seven princes of Media and I'ersia form a council of 
state, who see the king’s face and sit first in the kingdom; 
homage is paid to the vizier as representative of the king ; the 
royal swift posts carrj' into all the provinces edicts sealed with 
tho king’s seal : extravagant honours are heaped on such as saved 
the king’s lifg; these and other characteristic traits manifest 
a good acquaintance with Persia. In like manner, the absence 
of all reference to Judah and Jerusalem, as well as of the theo- 
cratic spirit may betra}’' the strong influence of a foreign locality. 
Yet it may be said on the other hand, that this knowledge of 
Persian manners and customs might have been acquired by one 
in Judea; which is strengthened by the fact that the writer 
betrays occasional errors and incongruities in tho things men- 
tioned, and inserts here and there explanations of Persian cus- 
toms, as in viii. 8 and i. 13. ‘ Such notices are incompatible with 
the assumption of tho book being of Persian origin. We can 
hardly think of a Jew in Persia writing principally for his 
Palestinian brethren ; nor can it well be supposed that they 
would have taken his production into the canon under such cir- 
cumstances. In either case, the absence of the theocratic spirit 
remains to be accounted for by the writer’s own idiosyncraoy. 

^ Einleitung, p. 297. 
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It is di£5cult, too, to discover the time when the author lived. 
The probability is, that the Persian monarchy had fallen. The 
days of Ahasuerus, “who reigned from India* even unto Ethi* 
opia,^’ seem to have been long past, else it was superfluous to 
state the extent of his dominions. With this agrees the spirit 
of revenge and cruelty which appears in the book — a spirit pre- 
valent in the times of the Seleucidae and Ptolemies, ».<?., mter 
312 B.c. Esther is not content with one day’s slaughter in the 
palace of Shushan, though 500 had been massacred; she re- 
quested an order for a similar carnage on the following day 
(ix. 12, 13). The bodies of Ilaman’s ten sons must be hanged 
on the gallows (ix. 13). Such a spirit among Jews was nur- 
tured under the Ptolemies, w hen the chosen jx?ople w’cre trodden 
down and cruelly treated. We cannot therefore place the com- 
position, with fiavemick and Welte, under Artuxerxes 464- 
424 B.c. ; but somew’here about 300-290 it.c., f.e., under Ptolemy 
Lagi. This date is adopted by Berlholdt, Gesenius, Do Wette, 
Meier, and Herzfeld. It is in hannony with the very late 
character of the language. Words, forms, and expressions 
occur belonging not only to the time when the books of 
!]zra, Nehemiah, and Chronicles were composed, but also to an 
nge somewhat later. While terms common to them all are 
ibund, there are some peculiar to the book itself. Eccle- 
isiastes comes nearest to it, in lateness of phraseology. As 
" fight have been expected, there are Persian terras. Others 
ptraying a Chaldaising period arc such as for tcordf 

nniandf i. 15, ii. 20, ix. 32. destruction, ix. 5. 

destruction, viii. 6. deliverance, iv. 14. to extend, 

iv. 11, V. 2, viii. 4. DJK to compel, i. 8 . though, vii. 4. 

2*1 for *1^ officer, i. 8 ; Dan. i. 3, etc. |J1^3 house or palace, i. 5, 
vii. 7, 8. croicn, i. 11, ii. 17, vi. 8. Persian words are 

nchlcH, i. 3. D^S decree, i. 20. 

It agrees with the very late date assigned to the book that it 
was handled with considerable freedom, like others belong- 
ing to the same period. Additions w^ere made to it which w'ouTd 
not have been attached to the old sacred books to which cen- 
turies had imparted a character of toraplctcncs and relative per- 
fection. The contents and tendency of the additions which wore 
made to Esther at an early |>criod probably arose from a desire 
to ^ve the w'ork a tone of piety. 

vII. Absence of a religious sriRir. — The absence of a r^- 
ligious as well as a theocratic spirit in the book is very remark- 
able. The name of God never occurs. There is no reference 
to a superintending providence, although the events recorded 
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shew it 80 remarkably. The Jews were delivered from an un- 
deserved and indiscriminate destruction by means which human 
forethought could not have devised. Their salvation was almost 
miraculous. Instead of being slaughtered by their enemies, 
their enemies were put to death by them. The history is preg- 
nant with the maniiestations of an overruling providence. Yet 
there is no recognition of the Supreme One, to whom the old 
covenant people owed their preservation. No gratitude is ex- 
pressed for Ilia favour. Indeed there is an entire -suppression 
of the religious spirit ; the events being described in the cold 
manner of a secular writer whose philosophy rises no higher 
than the outward phenomena around him. The only signs of 
piety observable are the fasting of all the Jews in Shushan three 
days and nights on behalf of Esther’s undertaking, accompanied 
with the same thing on the part of herself and maidens. The 
queen attributes an extraordinary value to this ; a sure token of 
decaying spiritual life. So also do Mordecai and all the Jews, 
who, hearing of Haman’s decree against them, put on sack- 
cloth and ashes, fast, weep, and wail. Not a word is said 
of their prayers to Jehovah to avert the impending calamity- 
All that Mordecai, Esther, and the other Jews do, evinces little 
faith in One who is their great king and covenant-keeping 
God. It shews an undue reliance on dead forms of asceticism. 

Baumgarten^ and Keil*^ explain the remarkable fact to which 
W’o are alluding by the strict fidelity of the writer, who did not 
wish to depict the leading persons as more devout than they 
were. Had he set forth the events in a religious point of view, 
it w'ould have appeared strange to his contemporaries and foreign 
to the subject ; since Jehovah the God of Israel had not revealed 
himself to the Persian people. Accordingly, it is thought that 
he contented himself with a bare narration of facts ; abstaining 
from any reflections on them, and suppressing his owm subjec- 
tivity. The view’ of Havcrnick is not materially diflerent ; only 
that he assumes on the part of the writer and his countrymeu 
in Persia a consciousness of being forsaken by God, which he did 
not wish hypocritically to conceal, or to throw a strange colour- 
ing over the events.^ All such justification of the historian’s 
spirit is insufficicat. If he w^ere a religious man, how could he 
refrain from mentioning the name of God; or omit all expression 
of thankfulness to Him as the preserver of the Jews? No 
historic fidelity would be violate by such acknowdedgraent. 
The principal persons who figure in the history would appear 
in all their naturalness, were the narrator to introduce an occa- 
sional remark indicative of his grateful feelings to God the 

* Dc fldo Ubri £«ihone, etc., p. 56 et seqq. * Eialeitung, p. 474. 

* II, 1, pp. 358, 359. 
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deliverer of his people. It is not necessary that the actors 
themselTes should be made to express any such feelings, if 
writer do so. A consciousness of being forsaken by God, is 
soaroely consistent with the events related ; unless the author 
were aosolutely dead to every religious sentiment. And all the 
post-exile books exhibit no such sense of desertion. On the 
contrary, they shew a reviving religiousness. Wo cannot sup- 
pose that the spirit of Judaism is fairly represented in the 
writer — a spirit characterised by devoutness and thankfulness 
to Jehovah. If he had thought rightly of the great deliver- 
ance he describes, it would have been spoken of in a rerv 
different way. But his devotion was well nigh extinct ; if 
indeed it ever existed. And this fact strengthens our belief 
that ho lived a very considerable time after the events narrated. 
The longer the interval between the captivity of Jehoiachin and 
the age of the 'WTiter is supposed to be, the more probable does 
the absence of the religious spirit appear. We suppose the 
space of two centuries intervened ; whereas Ilavcmicfc assumes 
upwards of a century. The latter is n less natural view on 
account of its very shortness. In either case, it is incorrect to 
say that the fact of Mordecai and Esther having written to all 
the Jewish communities in the Persian empire, must have been 
known as true or false at the time the Old Testament was 
settled, and its untruth would have sufficed to exclude the book 
from the collection. Another mode of accounting for the omis- 
sion of the name of God is to regard the book as a translated 
extract from the annals of Ahasuerus' reign. The book attests 
the existence of such historical records (ii. 23 ; vi. 1 ; x. 2) ; 
and it is well known that Asiatic sovereigns generally had 
annals of their reigns preserved. Supposing then it were neces- 
sary that the Jews should have a faithful narrative of what befel 
them under queen Esther, they could derive it from no better 
source than irom the memoirs of her consort. By this means 
various phenomena in the book are supposed to be accounted for, 
such as, that the Jews arc mentioned only in the third person, 
and Mordecai h styled ** the Jew.^* It is also alleged, that if 
the author of the extract had given it a more Jewish complexion 
— if he had spoken of the God of Israel ; instead of making 
his narrative more credible he would have deteriorated its 
internal truthfulness. 

This is an ingenious hypothesis ; but destitute of all proba- 
bility, as we conceive. I'he work is a translation from the 
Persian, and nothing more. Esther, Ezra, or Mordecai hod au- 
thority enough to obtain such an extract. So it is alleged. But 
by whom was it made ? Was it by a Jew or a Persian r Doubt- 
less by a Jew. Why then is the form of the language not more 
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Persised P And what reaaon or necessity was there for con- 
fining himself to a bare extract ? Surely such a production was 
not a very likely thing to be included among the canonical 
books by the Palestinian Jews. An extract from the Persian 
annals could hardly have recorded many things in the book ; 
such as Mordecai’s message and replies to Esther in the fourth 
chapter, and Haman’s conferences at home with his wife and 
friends. The history is too minute and desultory to be an ex- 
tract from Persian memoirs. TAe monarcA*s doin^ and sayings 
are principally recorded in such writings ; not those of indivi- 
duals afterwa^ degraded and hanged, as Haman was. Besides, 
the references to the chronicles of the kings of Persia in ii. 28 ; 
vi. 1 ; X. 2, seem to be imitated from similar notices in the books 
of Kings and Chronicles. Instead of being independent testi- 
mony to the fact that the occurrences of the book were partly 
or wholly written in the royal chronicles, they are the author’s 
imitation of what he found in the prior literature of his people. 
In fact, the tone of it is not Persian but Jewish. ** This man 
Mordecai waxed greater and greater.” ** The fear of the Jews 
fell upon all people.” 3klany of the people of the land became 
Jews.” The writer may have made use of Persian documents, 
as some suppose to bo intimated in ix. 20, 32. If so, he could 
not have literally extracted and translated. It is wholly ground- 
less to assert that by speaking of the God of Israel the compiler 
would have deprived it of an internal character of truth ; for 
was it not tnio that God interposed to save his people? A 
Jewish complexion it has at present ; how then could the 
presence of tno dirinc name make it less worthy of credit P On 
the w^hole, we believe tliere is no book in the Old Testament so 
far removed from the tenor of the gospel as that of Esther. 
The narrow, national spirit of the Jews appears throughout it 
in a most unamiablo point of view. Revenge and persecution 
characterise the chosen people. The writer manifestly approves 
of the conduct of Iilordecai, Esther, and their brethren. He 
speaks of them in such a way as shew^s his own views to be 
accordant with theirs. In his view they thought and acted 
worthily of their nation. The fictitious embellishment of the 
story proves this ; since there is no doubt that it proceeded in 
part Irom the writer himself. Not a word is said of the sins 
and provocations of the Jews, as a faithful historian would have 
done. They are right, and their enemies deserve to be massacred 
because Haman intended to kill them. 

Whoever the author was, he knew how to compose a history 
with skill and freedom. Possessing considerable power of de- 
scription, he coidd produce a pleasing narrative. Yet he wanted 
the living energy of the old, genuine Hebrews, who grasped the 
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higlier truths of their religion, and made them shine through 
the materials of history. The picture drawn of the time and 
circumstances in which the Punm festival originated is faith- 
fully maintained to the end ; the unknown author shewing him- 
self a master in uniform consistency of delineation. But the 
spirit of the old religion had almost aeparted in his day ; and he 
could not take a higher stand-point. Ilis entire method of 
treating and elaborating histor}” is unlike the old Hebrew one. 
On account of the Purim festival the work has been thought 
worthy of a place in the canon; though it is certainly alien 
from the object and end of genuine Hebrew pragmatism. All 
the characteristics of good wnting are prestmt, except the 
animating soul of Hebraism giving forth its purer trutlis. Tlie 
forms moving before us are new, bey ond the living circle of the 
old religion, as though the author wished to avoid mentioning 
things that constituted the best elements of Hebrew thought 
and feeling. His narrative as a pit'ce of writing is ’\ivid, cir- 
cumstantial in details, skilfully constructinl, in the gradual and 
progressive development of results complete ; but it makes a 
passionate revenge triumphant, rather than the old faith of 
patriarchs and prophets which rcjsted directly ui)on the active 
interference of God on Ixjhalf of His covenant-people. The 
enemies of Mordecai and the Jews are simply their enemies, not 
the enemies of Jehovah. God dcK^s not give them over into the 
hands of the Jews : human jioAver doc's so. Thus the whole 
conception of history is ditferent from w hat we see in the earlier 
historical books. 

We cannot agree with Herzfeld in accounting for the 
absence of all acknowledgment of God on the ground of the 
writer representing the work as far as ix. 19 to luive been 
written by Mordecai and omitting everything Jewish through 
its suppo^ adaptation to the position and circumstances in 
which the alleged author stood. It has greatly surprised us 
to find an esteemed w’riter uttering such ideas as these : ** The 
presence of God is to us everywhere felt and indicated in the 
book, and it is therefore of little real consequence that the 
name of God does not occur. The tendency of the book is 
indeed so pious, that wo read it many times in our youth 
without noticing the absence of the divine name ; and should 
perhaps not have found it out to this day, had it not been 
indicated by others.*’^ We leave the conscience and heart 
of every reader to contradict this extraordinary statement. 
Piety ^ in our view, leads the soul to God ; and expressea itself in 
acts of grateful devotion to him. Here, however, the ahmice 


^ Kitto, notef to the Pictorial Bible. 
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of the divine name and of any distinct reference to His over- 
ruling providencci is convert^ into an evidence of its exist- 
ence r 

After the preceding discussion it is needless to mention the 
various conjectures which have been hazarded respecting the 
author. Mordecai, to whom many attribute the composition 
from the leading part he took in the transaction and the desire 
he evinced to perpetuate its remembrance, cannot have been the 
writer, else he would not speak of himself, his greatness and his 
fame, in the manner of the third and fourth verses of the ninth 
chapter. Nor would he so generally characterise himself as 
“ the Jew.” The verses ix. W, 23, 26, are no proof that Mor- 
decai was the author of the book, since they refer merely to 
letters and documents. Ezra was not the writer ; as seems to 
have been commonly believed in the time of Augustine and 
Isidore. Neither was it composed by Jehoiakim the high priest, 
son of Jeshua; as Rabbi Azarias and Pseudo-Philo in his 
Chronographia supposed : nor by the men of the great synagogue, 
as stat^ in the Talmud. 

VIII, PRIMATES or THE BOOK BY JeWS AND CHRISTIANS. — ^The 
Jews hold the book in very high estimation, placing it in part 
on a level with the law of Moses, and exalting it above the 
other portions of the hagiographa, as well as above the pro- 
phets. This is the result of a later Rabbinism, not the earliest 
Jewish opinion. At first it docs not seem to have obtained uni- 
versal recognition, if we may judge from the Jerusalem Talmud, 
where wo read that thirty out of eighty-five elders and some 

K hets objected to the introduction of the Purim festival by 
er and Mordecai as an innovation against the law.^ Even 
if this be a fabrication, it would not have originated if all the 
Jews from the first had entertained the same sentiments respect- 
ing the authority of the work. Bertheau doubts whether the 
passage refers to the entire book of Esther, and inclines to 
think it relates merely to the prescription about fasting in 
ix. 29 - 32 .^ The passage refers merely to the festival, not to the 
book or any part of it. By implication only, can doubt about 
the book of Esther bo derived from it. But Herzfeld shews 
that the notice in question has been erroneously put together 
out of Nehemiah viii.-x. and Esther ix. 29 ; the number out of 
the former, and their refusal at first to introduce the festival out 
of the latter.^ According to Megilla 7^i., it was debated whether 
the book makes the hands unaean,” so that the same dispute 
which had been carried on for several generations respecting 
Ecclesiastes, was extended to Esther also. In the lists of the 

* Tr. Me^Uotb, fo1«. 1, 6. » Exegot. Handbucli, irii. page 283. 

’ Geachiebte de« Volk<M Isrtel, toL ii. p. 338 
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oaaonioal books of the Old Testament given by eariy OinitiaB 
authors, Esther is omitted by Melito and Gregoiy of Naa^nnL 
It is easy to say with Stuart, that Eusebius m copying ^ 
document of Melito, accidentally omitted Esther, and ^at 
Greirory copied from Eusebius ; ’ but this is more oonjemure. 
Athanasius separated the book from the Mnonical ones and put 
it among the second class, the apayivtaaicofi-eva ; thus treating it 
like the apocryphal writings. In the Iambi ad Seilucam aM 
the Si/iwpsis Saerae Scripturae it is said that the book is ranked 
by same among the canonical ones. So late as the sixth centurjr 
we learn from Junilius that it was much doubted whether it 


belongs to the canon. Thus in successive ages af^r its ap- 
pearance there were doubts regarding Esther, shewing that a 
^fficulty was felt in reconciling its tone and spirit with those of 
the gospel. The fact of its not being quoted by Philo or the 
jPfow Testament argues nothing against its canonicity, because it 
equally applies to other books of the Old Testament, such as 
Nehemiah. It is hardly necessary to say, that Esther formed a 
part of the Jewish canon from the first; for it was translated 
into Greek by the LXX. Perhaps tlic apocrj’phal additions 
appended to the work pretty early were the cause of some doubts 
respecting its authority, ^his is most probable in the case of 
the Christian fathers, who, not knowing Hebrew, were obliged 
to use the Septuagint exclusively. But the remark docs not 
apply to all. The want of the name of God was a great 
stumbling-block, as well it might ; for whore is the truly pious 
Jew who would write ten chapters about liis countrymen being 
wonderfully delivered from a fearful destruction ani instituting 
an annual feast in commemoration of so remarkable an event, 


without speaking of Jehovah's great goodness and mercy to 
them in the matter P AVith that instinctive sense of the true 


and worthy which distinguished the great Reformer, Luther 
writes, ^‘Though the Hebrews have this last (Esther) in their 
canon, it is in my judgment more worthy than all of being 
excluded from it."* “ When the doctor," os we arc told in his 

Table-talk, ** was correcting the translation of the second book 
of the Maccabees, he said, I dislike this book and that of Esther 
80 much, that I wish they did not exist ; for they Judaisc too 
much, and have much heathenish extravagance. Then master 
Forster said, The Jews esteem the book of Esther more than 
any of the prophets."* Archdeacon Haro is mistaken in think- 
ing that Luther here spoke of tho book of E$draa ; because 
Forster's remark could not possibly apply to it, while it is right 


‘ Critical histo^ and defence of the 0. T. canon, p. 242, cd. Davidson. 

* De tenro arbitrio. 

* Tifchroden, in hii Works edited hj Waloh, toI. xxii. p. 2080. 
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in relation to Esther.* Lather did not translate the fint book 
of Esdras (LXX.). In like manner Pellican and Semler 
stumbled at the spirit of the book.* 

The Catholic theologian Sixtus Senensis in his Bibliotheca 
Sancta, put it on a footing with the deutero->canonical books. 
These writers shew a true appreciation of the tone pervading it 
Luther's slender regard for the work approves itself to every 
unprejudiced mind. The religious spirit and tendencj consti* 
tute a criterion of authority that cannot be condemned. While 
the Persian monarch is named 187 times and his kingdom 
twenty-six, the name of the great Jehovah is passed over. 
Surely Judaism had degonerahM when it could tolerate so 
strange an oversight. It had become an earthly thing, like 
the earthly empires with which it came in contact, and under 
whose shadow its soul departed. 

* Vindication of Luthor against his recent English assailants, pp. 220, 221, 
second edition. 

* S(H^ rdlicnn on Esthcrviii. 16 ; and Semler’s Abandlungvon freier Untersuchnng 
des Canon, Zweiter Thcil, pp. 150, lol. 
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L Xame of the IfERO DF>s( RiBED IN THE iux)K. — The name 
3VK is derivcfl from the verb which occurs in Ex. xxiii. 22, 
and si^ifios be an adversary. In this case has a passive 
sense, the persecuted one, the man afHictod by calamities. Ewald 
derives the word from ^\\ to return, to repent, with reference to 

the fact that Job returned submissively to God after long mur* 
muring against him. This latter is favoured by the fat;t that in 
the Koran (Surat xxxviii. ver. 40-44) Job is tenned he that 
turns or repents, Hut in tho same Surat (ver. 29) the same 
name is applied to DaWd. "VVe prefer the former d(‘rivation, 
both because repentance was hardly characteristic of Job, and 
also because it is unnecessary to go to the ..Vrabic when Hebrew 
sufBces. 

II. Contents. — The book of Job derives its name from the 
prominent person in it, whose worldly prosj)crity, severe afflic- 
tions, and exemplary patience, succeecitnl by restoration to more 
than original afnuence, are act forth with great power and skill. 
The contents are briefly the following. 

In the land of Uz lived the pious Job. lie was the richest 
emir of the east. On a certain day the angels came to present 
them8elvt‘s before Jehovah, and Satan among them, who, being 
asked respecting Job, replied that his piety was not of a kina 
to withstand a reverse of fortvmc. Jehovah gave Satan permis- 
sion to tempt him on condition that his jxTson should bo un- 
touched. In pursuance of this, all his projierty and children 
were suddenly destroy e<l. A similar scene took place a^in, 
when Satan got permission to make the ex|>erimont on Job’s 
own person, with the limitation to spare his life. The adversa^ 
ther^oro smote him with a loathsome disease over his whom 
person. But in the midst of so groat calamities, domestic and 
personal, the sufferer retained his integrity ; not sinning with 
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hift lips but patiently submitting to the dispensation of the 
Almi^ty. Tliree friends hearing of his misfortunes came to 
mourn with and comfort him. In the first instance, however, 
they sat beside him in perfect silence seven days and nights, 
none uttering a word. Such is the historical introduction or 
prologue, written in prose and embracing the first two chapters. 

Three series of controversy or dialogue follow. The firot is 
ushered in by Job's cursing the day on which he was bom. 
Suspecting the cause of his friends' silence to lie in their view 
of the origin of his condition, he gives impatient vent to his 
wounded leclings in rash and vehement complaints. This 
leads at once to discussion. The friends can refrain no longer 
from expressing their opinion of the cause of his misfortunes. 
Eliphaz is the first speaker. He reproves the sufierer's impa- 
tience, calls his integrity in question by insinuating that God 
docs not inflict such punishment on the uniformly righteous but 
on the sinful only. In conclusion, he advdses him, instead of 
stri^diig with the Almighty, to seek a renewal of the divine 
favour by rept'ntiiig of the sins which must have provoked such 
retribution (iii.-v.). 

In reply to Eliphaz, Job apologises for the passionate warmth 
of his complaints by the greatness of his sulferiiigs, complains of 
the harsh treatment of his friends, and ex^wstiuates with God 
resjiecting his unmerittnl misfortunes (vi., vii.). 

Bildad ivsumes the argunu*nt of Eliphaz, and enforces it with 
greater acrimony. He tells Job that the death of his children 
had been owing to their transgressions; and that if he would be 
restored to his fonner prosperous state, he should reform not 
murmur. God would not cast away an upright man (viii.). 

In reply, Job admits that every man must be w'anting when 
judged by the standard of God’s perfect purity; and that it 
were vain to contend with Him, bt'cause of His resistless power. 
If he were ever so innociuit, he would not maintain his inno- 
cence, but supplicate his judge for favour. He then returns to 
the language of complaint, and in despair wishes for death 
(ix., X.). 

Zophar, the tliird, follows, reproving with more severity than 
his companions. He says that a babbler ought to be answered, 
and a mocker put to shame. As for Job's claim to puritv, if 
God would only speak, its baselessness w'ould be seen. Less 
retribution, it w'ould appear, had been exacted than was deserved. 
In his infinite wisdom the Almighty coiJd discover transgres- 
sions unknown even to the doer, tn conclusion, the speaker 
exhorts Job to repentance as the only means of recovering 
former prosperity (xi.). 

The reply of the sufferer contains a censure of the speakers 
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for their pretensioiis to superior wisdom. He asserts again that 
there is no discrimination in the arrangements of providence 
with regard to character in man; acknowledges the general 
doctrine of God’s unlimited sovereignty, declaring that he knew 
it as well as they ; denies that they are right in counting his 
sufferings a retribution for sins ; charges them with hypocrisy 
and uncharitableness ; appeals to God in attestation of his inno- 
cence ; prays that some respite may be granted him before the 
close of his appointed pilgrimage ; and wishes for the time when 
he could be hid in the grave (xii.-xiv.). 

The first series of controversy eontuins three sjxjeches of the 
three friends, with Job’s reply to each. 

Tlie second scries of controvoisy begins with another speech 
&om Eliphaz, more vehement than the first, but still in the 
same strain. He condemns the contidence with which Job had 
asserted his innocence ; proves from past experience that provi- 
dence never allows the wicked to esc*4ipe punishment ; and that 
therefore Job’s aftiictions must be looked upon us symptomatic 
of wickedness (xv.). 

Job, in reply, says he has heard enough from pretended 
friends, who had only aggravated his distress. lie then resumes 
the strain of complaint ; professes his unconsciousness of any 
Muckedness that could have brought him to such u state ; desires 
that his friends should argue no longer or remain longer with 
him; and looks for death a.s his last reliigti (xvi., xvii.). 

Hildad’s second sjxxjch is like his fii*st, inculcating tlie general 
idea that Job’s sufferings are tokens of God’s displeasure with 
his wickedness. It contains no exhortation as l)efore, tliat Job 
should confess and forsake his sins that he may obtain forgive- 
ness (xviii.). 

The sufiercr in reply com})laiu8 bitterly of the cruelty of liis 
friends and the hard treatment of God ; craves pity ; wishes 
that his words so culjiable in their eyes were written down, for 
then tliey w'oidd be fairly considered ; and jirofesses his hope 
that God would hereafter apjxjur to vindicate the justice of his 
cause against his accusers — the hojie of immortality beyond 
Hades (xix.). 

Tlie second speech of .Zojihar enlarges on the sure dowmfal 
and portion of the w icked (xx,). 

The reply of Job dw ells on the fact that the wicked arc often 
favoured in this world. They frequently spend their days in 
prosperity, and end them in peace. In direct opposition to 
%phar, he describes the wicked us especially prosiierous in the 
world (xxi.). 

The third scries of controversy or debate is opened as before 
by Elipbaz^ w^ho asserts more directly that Job’s misfortunes are 



CONTBHTS. 


177 


the result of his crimes ; char^ him with spedfic sins ; and 
affirms it vain to suppose they nave escaped God’s notice. He 
concludes with renewed exhortation to repentance and prayer 
(xxii.). 

In reply, Job complains of the hardship of having no oppor- 
tunity for self-vindication. If he could find God, he is confi- 
dent that he should be able to establish his righteousness and be 
acquitted. But this he cannot do; for the Almighty appears 
innexible in his purposes of anger towards him. On the con- 
trary, the wicked for the same cause escape punishment in this 
life and are prosperous (xxiii., xxiv.). 

The rejoinder of Bildad briefly expresses the majesty and 
holiness of God, before whom man cannot be pure (xxv.). 

Job commences his last discourse with an imusion to the very 
small contribution furnished by Bildad towards an elucidation 
of the topic discussed ; after which he acknowledges God’s power 
and greatness, and proceeds to admit that there is truth in what 
the mends have advanced concerning the danger of a wicked 
life, though he himself is not guilty. The blessings enjoyed^ 
the h^’pocrite and sinner are frequently turned into curses. Bfe 
then contrasts his present and former state, adverting to himself 
in the relative situations of life as a husband, master, magis- 
trate ; strongly protests his integrity, and concludes with an 
ardent wish for immediate trial before the Almighty’s tribunal 
(xxvi.-xxxi.). 

The diseitssion ceases. Tlie three disputants appear to be 
silenced by Job’s concluding discourse. Another sjxjaker pre- 
sents himself. Elihu says that, being only a young man, he 
had hithei*to rt‘frainc'd from expressing his opinion, but that he 
was now resoh ed to declare it ; that none of the sjieakors had 
confuted Job, but that the latter had rather silenced them. He 
finds fault with the sufferer for asserting his innoeence as he 
had done, and so accusing God of injustice. And then he 
declares the common method of the di%'ino procedure, in which 
men are often afflicted for gracious purposes, and maintains that 
Job is blameworthy for adopting the irreverent language of evil 
doers. In all cases the divine chastisements should be received 
with submission. A fine description of several divine attributes 
concludes the discourse (xxxii.-xxxvii.). 

After Elihu has spoken, Jehovah himself interposes and 
speaks. In a long addre^, expressed for the most part in the 
interrogative form, he shews Job the folly of questioning the 
justice or wisdom of the divine government, when he is unable 
to control, or even comprehend, the commonest phenomena of 
nature. Tlie speech of Jehovah out of the whirlwind is most 
sublime (xxxviu.-xli.). 

vox., zz. 13 
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This appeal to Job is followed by an expression of meek sub- 
mission and repentance on the part of the sufferer (xlii. 1-6). 

Jehovah then expresses displeasure with Eliphaz and the 
other two friends for speaking wrongly of Him. Job^s prayer 
for his friends is accepted ; he is restored to affluence ; his flocks 
and herds arc doubled ; he receives as many sons and daughters 
as before ; and dies in a good old ago (xlii. 7-17). 

Such is the epilogue, wi-itten in prose like the prologue. The 
dialogue or controversy containing the argument, is in poetry, 
viz., iii.-xlii. 6. 

III. Structuke of the Poem. — Some have called it an epic 
poem ; as Stuss, Lichtenstein, Ilgcn, and Good. The last nam^ 
critic supposes that it has all the prominent features of an epic 
as described by Aristotle himself, such as unity, completeness, 
grandeur in action, loftiness of sentiment and language, multi- 
tude and vaiiety in the passions it develops. Tlic characters, 
too, ore well discriminated and 8upjx)rtcd.^ There is no pro- 
priety in calling it an epic. The prologue is oj)posed to that 
view. The narrative begins with the historu‘al commencement, 
instead of following the rule given by Horace, 

“ Semper ad eventum fejstinat, ct iu niedias res 
Xon secus ac notas, ouditorem rapit.'" 

We do not deny that it has something of the epic character and 
form. Neither is it extravagant to call its fonn, with Keil, lyric; 
for the lyric is included in the dramatic. 

The dramatic character of tlie jK)eni can scarcely fail to escape 
the notice of the most cureless reader. It is indeed a regular 
drama. A prologue iu prose stands at the commencement of it, 
making the reader acquainted with the situation of the hero who 
is the subject. Tliis is followed by the action itself beginning 
with a monologue of the hero, whicli is succcHxlcd by the con- 
troversy with his friends contained as it were in three acts or 
series of the dialogue. Each act agtiin consists of three attacks 
by the opponents, and us many defences. The conclusion of the 
action is formed by a monologue of the hero. Finally, God 
himself appears as judge of the combat, and pronounces his 
decision; after whicn an ejnlogue in prose gives the issue or 
catastrophe. Such is the external arrangement. 

The internal or dialectic development corresponds to the out- 
ward structure. It does not lie in the arguments or ideas, how- 
ever, so much as in the feelings. The former often remain at 
the same point, without any visible advance or return to their 
former position. In the latter there is manifest progress. Thus 


1 Good’s introdactory disscrtatioit to his version of Job, leet. 2. 
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the developinent is not logical but dramatic. The different acts 
exemplify this statement. The speakers become more animated 
and impassioned. Their feelings wax hotter in each speech. 
All is hastening to one point. The opposition of views reaches 
its highest development in Job’s reply to Eliphaz. There is a 
falling back in the short speech of Bildad, and a calmer tone in 
Job’s subsequent assurance of integrity and honesty, terminating 
in a formal appeal to the decision of God. 

According to this description it may be called a tragedy y as 
Mercer and Bcza termed it long ago. It is true that it wants 
some of the features belonging to Greek tragedy. But the 
essence of it is tragical, because the dialogues are concerned with 
suiierings, which are viewed in connexion with a presumed 
moral cause — with secret guilt. We liave seen too that passions 
come into play. A mystery is to be solved. There is both 
action and development — action consisting in dramatic develop- 
ment. We see man struggling with misfortune, and the pas- 
sions arising out of it both in himself and others — ^man subjected 
in this way to a process of purification, whence he emerges 
humbler and better. 

The peculiarities of this tragedy arise in part from the 
Hebrew soil it springs from. Tims it exhibits a doctrine of 
providence belonging to Hebrew theism. The didactic object of 
it is prominent ; so that it may be callcHl a didactic poem, for 
which the dramatic foiin is merely a vehicle. There is no plot 
or outward action. The hero falls into j^rplexity neither by his 
own guilt nor that of those connec*ted with him, but by a dis- 
aster inflict cmI without his deserving it. 

Thus the work is the divine drama of the ancient Hebrews. 
The dialogues have a rythmical conformation ; the parties who 
are introduced spc'uking have a character faithfully preserved ; 
strict history is not IoHowckI; the parts are regularly distri- 
buted ; an air of completeness marks the whole, and fiction 
lends its effect. It is imique, original, jieculiar, distinguished 
not only by the elevation of its subject but the manner in which 
the poet has invested it with flesh and blood ; arranging the 
mrts with considerable art, and setting them together to make a 
finished picture. It is the sublimest composition of Hebrew 
genius inspired by God, 

Tried by the Greek drama it cannot be called a perfect 
tragedy. It contains no plot or outward action, and exhibits 
one uniform succession of things without change of feature. 
But the Hebrew WTiters were not concerned with artificial rules 
of composition which were not invented till long after their 
deatih. Totally different in their intellectual developments, the 
Greeks and they followed different models. 
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The dialomes of the speakers, as seyeral oritios have observed, 
may be divided into strophes. They are so arranged by Koester,* 
whicmi Sohlottmann usually follows. In like manner £wald has 
tried to bring out a str^hic structure.^ This rythmical division 
is a noticeabk thing. It appears in the Psalms also. It is not, 
however, very regularly or uniformly carried out by the writer, 
as far as we can perceive ; though it may really exist and fail to 
be seen. As the poet has employed elaboration in the disp^- 
tion of his theme, laying it out with masterly skill and shaping 
it with plastic hand, so that poetic art is combined with lofty 
conception, the existence of such strophes may be naturally 
looked for. Hebrew poetry presents them in other instances. 
Why not here ? The danger is, tliat arbitrariness should become 
too prominent in their evolution ; especially when critics allow 
free scope to subjectivity. 

IV. Locality of Job axd his tiirf.e friends. — The theatre 
of Job’s trials was the land of Uz. If this locality be regarded 
as the real dwelling place of the patriarch, not an imaginary 
creation of the poet, where should wc look for it P It is else- 
where mentioned in Jer. xxv. 20; Lam. iv. 21. According to 
the Septuagint, where it is rendered it lay on the 

borders of Idumea and Anibia, in the north-eastern part of 
Arabia Deserta. With this agrees a notice of Ptolemy (v. 19), 
who mentions a tribe called Aisitae ('AuriraCf ? 'Avcrirai) in 
the northern part of Arabia Deserta near Babylon and the 
Euphrates. Ewald thinks tliat the appellations Esau and Uz 
were originally the same.*’ It was thus between Idumea, Pales- 
tine, and the Euphrates. Jahn identities it wdth the vaUey of 
Damascus ; but this could not have been so extensive as to 
justify the phrase “ all the kings of the land of Uz” (Jer. xxv. 
20).^ Fries again has supposed it to be the territory el-Tcllul, 
which is bounded on the west by the mountainous tract Hauran, 
and on the south and east by tlie great wilderness el-Hammad, 
stretching northward as far as the ildrd parallel;^ which is too 
far north to ag]^ well with the jiassagcs in Jeremiah and 
Lamentations. The inhabitants were an Aramaean tribe, which 
was subsequently amalgamated with the Nahorites and Horites. 
They were not therefore Idumaeans, though in close intercourse 
with them (Gen. x. 23, xxii. 21). Here th^ were exposed to 
the predatory incursions of the Sabaeans (Job i. 16), the 
Yemenites, a people to whom Genesis attributes both a Cushite 
and Shemite origin, as well as of the Chaldeans (Job i. 17)* 

< Dai Bach Hiob strophisch aebenteizi, u. a. w. 1832. 

* Daa Bnch Ijob aeborsetst imd orklart, nreite Aufla^, 1864. 

* Dai Bacb Iiob, jpn. 20, 21. * Emleitiiiig, toI. ii. p. 768. 

* Btudieii una B^nken for 1864, p. 299, et aeqq. 
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They were acquainted with the oarayanB of Temaa, a town of 
Idumea about five miles from Petra, and of Sheba (yi. 19) — 
carayans which must haye trayelled near the IJzzites, as tney 
went with their merchandise along the Palestinian highway to 
the coast of the Mediterranean. 

The names and natiye places of the three friends introduced 
into the work a^ree with this interpretation of Uz. Eliphaz 
was of Teman, he was an Edomite ; for T^nan was the 
capital of Edom, and is sometimes used as the synonyme of it. 
Budad was a Shuhite. Shuah, Abraham’s son, gaye his name 
to an Arabian tribe. The country of the Shuhites is supposed 
to have been the same with SaKfcala of Ptolemy (v. 15) in 
Arabia Deserta and east of Batanea. Zophar is term^ a 
Naamathite. This patronymic is difficult, because, though 
Naamah, a city in the tribe of Judah is mentioned in Josh. xv. 
41, it appears too distant from Uz. Yet there is no absolute 
necessity to have recourse to some unknown place of the same 
name. Naamah was near the south-eastern boundary of the tribe. 

V. Age of Job. — ^At what time Job lived in tins territory it 
is not easy to discover. Yet attempts have been made to deter- 
mine it very exactly. At the end of the Septuagint version is 
an appendix, whicn is said to have been taken from the old 
S}Tiac version, stati^ that Job’s former name was Jobab, that 
he was the son of Karas, fifth in descent from Abraham, and 
reigned over Edom after Balak son of Beor. The old Latin 
and Arabic versions have the same addition, taken without doubt 
from the IjXX. This register was looked upon with suspicion 
by several of the Greek and Latin fathers, and by Fred. Span- 
heim. It is imdoubtcdly of Christian origin, chiefly resting on 
the arbitrary combination of the names Job and Johaby which 
are very similar in Greek. Kennicott gives a genealogical 
table in which Job is made eontemporaiy \\’ith Ajni*am, father 
of Moses. ‘ Hales adduces a proof drawn from astronomy, by 
which Job’s trial belongs to the year 2337 b.c. (2130 of the 
common chronology), or 818 years after the deluge, 184 years 
before the birth of Abraham, 474 years before Jacob’s family 
settled in Egypt, and 689 years before their exodus.* Others, 
as Carpzov, Lightfoot, Chrv’sostom, etc., place Job between the 
lost years of t^seph and the exodus, *.e., betw’een Ex. i. and ii. 
He has also been assigned to the ages of Moses, Jacob, Isaac, 
Jos^h, Solomon, the time of the Judges, of Ahasuerus, of Nebu- 
chaanozzar, of Ezra. It is impossible to determine his age with 
precision. It is most probable that he belonged to the patri- 
archal period, because — 

^ Remarks on select passages of Scripture, p. 162. 

* Aaalysii of Samed Chronology, vol. ii p. 63, et seqq., aecond •dition. 
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1. The length of his life agrees best with this. He survireJ 
his trial 140 years (xlii. 16), so that he must hare lived 200 
years. 

2. The only kind of money mentioned hewtahy belongs 

to the patriarchal jxjriod (Gen. xxxiii. 19 ; iTosh. xxiv. 32). 
The word does not simiify a lamh^ as Magee supposes,’ and does 
not shew therefore that his riches were reckoned solely by his 
cattle. Sales for money were common in the age of the patri- 
archs. 

3. The only musical instruments mentioned are three of the 
oldest which appear in Genesis, riz., the flute or pipe (a 
wind instrument) ; the lyre or cithara (a stringed instrument), 

and C|h the drum or tabret (an instrument struck). 
Comp. Job XXX. 31, xxi. 12, with Gen. iv. 21, xxxi. 27. 

4. Job speaks of the most ancient kind of writing by icnlp- 
hire (xix. 23). The use of wTitiiig in judicial documents is al^ 
implied (xxxi. 35). 

5. According to the patriarchal usage, Job acted as high 
priest in his family (Gen. viii. 20). 

6. Allusion is made by Job to that kind of idolatr}' which was 
the most ancient, ^dz., the worship of the sun and moon, or 
Zabianism. This agrees with the patriarchal age. 

7. Tile number %et€n was a sacred number in the earliest 

Hence Job's sacrifice consisted of %eren oxen and 

rams. 

These and other internal characteristics agree best i^dth patri- 
archal times, and may therefore be taken as favourable to Job's 
living at that age. They may indeed be fictitious; but the 
evidence is equally valid, if tlie writer introduces nothing out of 
place or character in connection witli his hero. In putting Job 
m patriarchal times, the autlior probably followed a true tradi- 
tion. And in building u]) his poem on it, he has preserved a 
wonderful verisimilitude. Very rarely is he guilty of inadver- 
tence in his description. As Job was an Aramaean, not an 
Israelite, the histoiy' recordtKl is one that does not belong to the 
promised race. It stands in no immediate connection with that 
of Israel. The hero is surrounded by shejiherds not by priests ; 
and therefore he himself offers sacrifices. The law given from 
Sinai is unmentioned. The ecclesiastical life and history of 
Israel are alike unnoticed. The writer assumes a position for 
his hero out of Palestine; and abides by it with remarkable 
fidelity, consistency, and freshness. 

VI. His historical existence. — We have assumed the actual 
existence of such a person as Job. Yet some eminent critics 


1 Bifootirief on the atonement, toI, ii. pp. 
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liave called it in question, supposing that the whole poem is a 
fictitious narration intended to convey a moral lesson. The first 
trace of this opinion is in the Talmudist K. Resh Lakish.' The 
same view was held by Moses Maimonides, as well as by Junilius, 
Theodore of Mo^uestia, Salmasius, Le Clcrc, J. D. Michaelis, 
Bathe, Augusti, Bernstein, Bishop Stock, Semler, Hengstenberg, 
and others. The spirit of antiquity is adverse to this. In early 
times historical persons and the circumstances belonging to them 
were not creat^ by the imagination. Fiction of this nature 
was a slow and gr^ual process, which was developed in the 
course of centuries. It was not a part of ancient but of modem 
literature; the genius of antiquity being averse, if not inade- 
quate to, its evolution. We cannot see the validity of the ar- 
gument urged against the reality of Job’s existence derived from 
the nature of the exordium in which Satan appears as the 
accuser of Job. Tlie conversation related to have taken place 
between the Almighty and Satan is certainly incredible if taken 
as literal history ; but though it be the fiction of poetry it 
harmonises with Job’s real personality. In like manner, the 
temptations and sufferings allowed by the Almighty to befal an 
upright character do not really militate against the view of Job’s 
existence, imloss cveiy parti(*ular recorded be taken as literal 
history, contrary to reason and Scripture. The artificial regu- 
larity of the numbers descriptive of the patriarch’s possessions 
do not tell against the same h}q)othcsis, unless they contain a 
real and true histoiy* of things as they occurred. The choice 
does not lie between the actual existence of the patriarch in- 
volving a literal history of his temptations and sufferings, and 
the wholly fictitious character of the hero with all that is related 
in the poem bearing his name. These are two extremes^ to 
neither of which are we bound to resort. Both are objection- 
able. It is favourable to tlie h^q^othesis of Job’s real personality 
that Ezekiel speaks of him along ^vith JN^oah and Daniel : 
** Though these three men Noah, l)aniel, and Job were in it 
they should deliver but tlieir own souls by their righteousness, 
saith the Lord God” (xiv. 14). Here real characters seem to be 
associated. So also James writes in his general epistle : “Ye 
have heard of the patience of Job and have seen the end of the 
Lord, that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy ” (v. 11). 
That an imaginary person should be cited os an example of 
patience is improbable. Yet fictitious and real characters may 
be put together, as Lazarus and Abraham. TTie narrative in 
Luke (jcvi.) does not profess to be fictitious : it has been doubted 
by some if it be a parable at all. Hence there cannot be so 

^ Baba batbra, fol. 15, 1. See Magnus’s Comment, t, B. Hiob, p. 298. 
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maxlti differenoe between the two oases. The concurrent testi- 
mony of eastern tradition, though often quoted for the real 
existence of Job is irrelevant, because it appears to have been 
drawn from the book itself. Were it independent of the work 
would bo in point, not otherwise. Accordingly it proves 
nothing that Job is mentioned by the writer of Tobit’s apocry- 
phal book; or by Mohammed; or that the Chaldeans and 
Assyrians Imew his history ; or that many noble families among 
the Arabians were distinguished by his name and boasted of his 
ancestry. Traditionary accounts of the place of his abode are 
late. That many persons in Arabia went to see his dunghill, 
even in the fourth centurj% shews their foolish credulity. His 
grave indeed is shewm at six different places in the East, which 
may afford some proof of his historical existence. But while 
his reality cannot be denied by the sober critic, it does not 
follow that the book bearing his name contains a literal history. 
It is a poem, and why convert poetry' into prose ? Is it not 
absurd to make history out of a dramatic poem P In the time 
of the author, an ancient tradition existed resiiccting a remark- 
ably upright and patient man called Job, who had bwn exposed 
to remarlmblc vicissitudes. The few facts embodied in this tra- 
ditional story were taken as the ground-work of a |x»cm, and 
disposed, enlarged, moulded, according to the object in view. 
The basis alone is historical — all the rest pure fiction. It is now 
impossible to separate the facts respecting Job from the legen- 
dary and fictitious. Even in the author’s day both may nave 
been inseparably blended together. In addition to the name of 
the hero, the land of his abode, the disease with which he was 
afflicted, the names and localities of his three friends with their 
visits to him, were probably historical. Rare trials befel him 
suddenly and unexpectedly, in his family and i) 08 sossions. 
Beyond these particulars we dare not go. The rest is the em- 
bellishment vdth w'hich genius has invested this remarkable 
man. ^Nothing is more obvious than the regular structure and 
artificial arrangement of the whole. Everything is disposed in 
such a way as to contribute to one end. How could Job, tor- 
mented wdth a loathsome disease and wretched in mind, utter 
long spe^hes highly poetical, elaborate, and iwlished in diction? 
Could his fnends too have sjx^ken as they are represented, in 
a poetical style, and with a peculiar adaptation to the main 
theme that excites the admiration of all eyes ? Would they 
have uttered finished speeches, compact, progressive in argu- 
ment, in highly-wrought language P Wore they all rare poets 
— ^po^ too who could pour forth at once such sentiments, in a 
style evincing careful elaboration P And can it bo thought by 
any rational mind, that Jehovah spake audibly out of the xnidat 
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of a whirlwind P Is the oonv^^tion between the Almighty and 
Satan to be taken as literal history P If so, the latter is sup* 
posed to return with intelligenoe from the terrestrial regions. 
And is it consistent with other representations of Satan to sup* 
pose that he presented himself Wore Qod in an ass^bly of 
good spirits to promote mischief among men P The prologue, if 
any pi^, bears on its face the stamp of fiction. But the artifi* 
ciwty of plan and numbers is the strongest proof of the poetical 
nature of the contents. Thus the numW three occurs regularly 
throughout. The entire matter is distributed into three parts, 
prolo^e, discourses, and epilogue. The prolorae and epilogue 
contam each of them three particulars ; and me dialogues ex* 
hibit three series of controversy. Even in the speeches of 
Jehovah and EHhu, three parts may be discerned. The dis- 
courses of the three friends gradually shew the insuflSciency of 
the proof offered on behalf of the current doctrine of divine 
retribution, by their becoming each time jejuner and shorter ; so 
that the second merely repeats a general proposition in the third 
debate ; while the third speaker has nothing more to advance. 
Job had seven sons and three daughters, 7,000 sheep, 3,000 
camels, a thousand oxen, and exactly half the number of asses. 
At his restoration to health and prosperity hk property is 
exactly doubled. lie receives as many children as he had lost. 
One misfortimc comes uiK)n him suddenly and rapidly after 
another ; each succeeding one severer than the last, till all his 
children perish. And from each disaster a solitary individual 
escapes to bring the terrible tidings. These phenomena clearly 
shew that the book is a poem, in which genius and reflection 
have idealised and embellished a few traditional materials. The 
historical circumstances are very few ; certainly not all related 
in the prose, any more tlian in the |K)etical part. The author 
had a philosophical problem to discuss in a poetical form. In 
the course of his lofty argument he puts appropriate sentiments 
into the mouths of the sijeokcrs, who maintain the current 
doctrine of retribution. The hero of the story is made to utter 
the philosophic doubts of the author himself, whose mind had 
evidently struggled to free itself from the generally received 
view of di\dne retribution. With bold spint he combats the 
Judaism of his time w’hich held the invariable connection 
between virtue and prosperity. Emotions powerfully affecting 
the mind of the gifted writer where faith and reason struggle 
against one another gave rise to the poem, for which he found 
a suitable basis in tradition. Wo must not therefore make the 
form of the work anything but the offspring of poetical lice^ ; 
or the adorning of it other than fancy’s creation. An ancient 
tradition suitabTy moulded takes the form of a grand poem, in 
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which the writer’s doubts and difficulties respecting the ways 
of God to man are vividly presented. A Meat dew has been 
made of the two passages in Ezekiel and James, for the pur- 
pose of shewing that most of the particulars stated respecting 
Job are historical facts. But the reasoning is nugatory. The 
Job delineated in the embellishments of tlie writer is as likely 
to be the man whom the two writers would place before their 
readers, as the Job eliminated from the poem by converting it 
into literal hi8torj% A man of whom little certain is known, 
except that he had groat patience amid unusual sufferings, is as 
worthy to be selected for an example as though all ascribed to 
him were literal fact. 

YII. Locality and age of the writer. — The author was 


not a foreigner. He was not an Idumacan as Eichhorn, Herder, 
and Ilgcn supposed, for reasons justly exploded at the present 
day. He was not a ^Nahoritc, as Niemeyer conjectured. In 
that case he may have been an Idumacan. The work is not a 
translation from the Syriac ; which is only asserted in an old 
commentary falsely ascribed to Origen, where it is said that 
Moses translated it out of the Syriac (Aramaean) into Hebrew ; 
and apparently in the appendix to the Greek version. The 
words however of that addition rather say, that ho took the 
appendix from the Syriac, outo<? epfirjveverai etc rfj^ Svpiofcf^ 
filfiXoVf iv pL€v yfj KaroiKtav, k. t. X. And even if it did attest 
the Syriac original of the book, no weight could be attached 
to it, because little can be said for an Aramaean original. 
Neither is it a translation from the Arabic, as Kromeyer, Span- 
heim, Witsius, and Yitringa, thought. The author must have 
been an Israelite ; for his Hebrew culture shines forth from 
his bold philosophy. While the scene of the hero is in Arabia, 
out of Palestine, the author’s own stand-ixnnt is Israelitish. 
Thus in the narrative part he calls the Heity Jehovahf involun- 
tarily betraying the God and country’' of his fathers. But the 
appellation is only twice put into the mouth of Job (i. 21, 
xii. 9) ; being usually avoided in the body of lire work. Job 
and his friends commonly apply to the Deity (forty-one 

times), which is a more poetical expression and one more suit- 
able to speakers who arc not Israelites than the plural 
which occurs only three times (xx. 29 ; xxxii. 2 ; xxxviii. 7). 
They also apply which is often in Genesis, in the patri- 
archal time. If then the writer was a native Jew, where did 
be live? Was he in Palestine when he composed the work; 
in Jerusalem the centre of the theocracy; or in the moun- 
tainous region of the South not far from Egypt, Edom, 
and Arabia P Was he in Egypt when it was written P These 
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are difficult questions to answer. Hitzi^^ and HirzeP suppose 
that he lived in Egypt, because an intimate acquaintance 
with the productions and objects of that countiy appears in 
the work. Accordingly Hirzel appeals to the description of 
mine-working in xxviii. 1-11, and of the Nile-horse and croco- 
dile, xl. 15-xli. 26. It is also said that the author is well 
acquainted with the Nile, and therefore borrows figures from 
it, ix. 26; viii. 11, etc. ; vii. 12. He had seen the mausolea 
of the Egyptian kings, iii. 14, etc, ; and is familiar with the 
myth respecting the phoenix, xxix. 18. In like manner, the 
process of law customary among the Egyptians is referr^ to, 
xxxi. 35 : and the description of the war-horse (xxxix. 19-25) 
reminds the reader of the fame of Egypt above other lands for 
its cavalry. Ewald assigns only xl. 15-xli. 26 to Egypt. 
Most of these considerations appear to us insufficient proof of 
that for which they are adduct. If there was much inter- 
course between Palestine and Egypt they lose their force. To 
the Hebrews the latter land was one of special interest, ever 
since their fathers had sojourned in it. The knowledge of 
mining implied (xxviii. 1-11) can hardly refer to Egypt, be- 
cause gold alone was procured there, not the other metals 
mentioned, silver, iron, brass. And the mines of Egypt were 
only in the extreme south, on the borders of Ethiopia. They 
were also worked in the most ancient times, but afterwardls 
intermitted for a long periocl. The description suits Arabia. 
Boats made of the papyrus (ix. 26 ; viii. 11) appear in Isaiah 
(xviii. 2), so that nothing can be drawn from allusion to them ; 
and vii. 12 is indefinite. It is by no means certain that iii. 14, 
15 refer to mausolea in Egypt. They may point to the 
splendid sepulchres of the Ilcbrew kings and nobles, which 
were sometimes filled with treasures. The word however, 

may as well mean houses, as abodes for the dead. The know- 
ledge of the myth of the phoonix does not necessitate the 
autnor’s abode in Egpypt; since ho might have become ac- 
quainted with it by intercourse with the inhabitants of that 
country travelling for commercial purposes. The interpretation 
of xxxi. 35 is too uncertain to allow of its allusion to the usages 
of judicial procedure among the Egyptians. Nor can the des- 
cription of the war-horse (xxxix. 19-25) refer to Egypt in par- 
tiemar ; because Solomon had a great many horses brought out 
of that country (1 Kings x. 28). But the hippopotamus and 
crocodile are so graphically presented to the eye of the reader in 
xL 16-xli. 26, that they appear to be depicted from nature. It 
is likely that the writer saw them in Egypt. Even this does 

^ Der Prophet leeaias uobersetxt and aaigolegt, p. 285, 

* Hiob erluilirt, Emloitung, p. 12. 
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not iwrant the conclusion that he lived there. We may sup- 
pose that he travelled into that and other lands, whero he saw 
their {products and wonders. Having acquired extensive know- 
ledge he composed the present work ; and transfers the river 
horse from the Nile to the Jordan as a Hebrew would naturally 
do : ** thou^ a Jordan reaches to his mouth/* Le., the greatest 
river to a Hebrew. Thus we do not consider it necessary to 
assign an Egyptian abode to the writer, to account for any of 
the allusions or descriptions in his work. All that is r^uired 
is to conceive of a man of reading well acquainted with the 
traditions of his own nation— one who had come in contact 
with different peoples, their life, their habits ; and had travelled 
in Egypt. He possessed graphic power to describe what he 
had seen, as well as what he had read, or heard. Perhaps he 
lived in Southern Judea where he had opportunities of seeing 
caravans fix)m Teman and Sabaea ; and where the mines m 
Arabia would not be strange. In that case he could more 
readily enter into the fortunes of his hero, and describe his 
relations with greater fidelity. This is slightly favoured by 
some dialectic peculiarities which agree with those in Amos the 
prophet of Tekoah, adduced by Stiekel,^ such as the interchange 
of D and (Amos vi. 10 ; Job v. 2 ; vi. 2), and the union of 

vith nD'5 (Amos v. 8 ; Job ix. 0 ; xxxviii. 31). Wher- 
ever the author lived, we can scarcely conceive of him dwelling 
apart in the midst of his nation, a solitary recluse possessing 
extraordinary insight: his mind had been stimulated and 
enlarged by a knowledge of men and things acquired at a time 
when the Hebrews had considerable intercourse with Arabia. 
The name of the minstrel (which was not Baruch, as Bunsen 
thinks) is lost in the oblivion of antiquity. But his work lives 
and will last for ever, reflecting a light amid the darkness of the 
old economy, which illumines its dim shadows by shewing the 
boimdary between knowledge and faith. Like a star of the first 
ma^itude, his brilliant genius attracts the admiration of men 
as it points to the Almighty Euler chastening yet loving his 
people. Of one whose sublime conceptions mountmg the height 
where Jehovah is enthroned in light inaccessible to mortal eje 
lift him far above his time and people — who climbs the lad^r 
of the Eternal as if to open heaven, — of this giant philosopher 
and poet we long to ^ow something; his habitation, name, 
appearance. The very spot where his ashes rest, though marked 
^ no monument, we desire to gaze upon. But in vain. 
Irobably his contemporaries were not alive to the unique 
excellence of his work, towering as it did above all the effiisions 


1 Hiob, p. 263 ei leqq. 
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of the Hebrew muse, and overleaping the slow growth of 
Hebrew ideas. The great poem itseu is all we can have. And 
it is enough. In the emanation of this gifted spirit, shrouded 
as he now is in miraculous concealment— in the im^rishable 
monument of his genius, he stUl speaks to men of we divine 
justice, omnipotence, wisdom, with a daringness mergmg into 
the modest humility befitting the creature man. ‘‘With his 
unuttered name,’’ says Herder, “ he has consigned to oblivion 
all that was earthly ; and leaving his book for a memorial below, 
is engaged in a yet nobler song in that world where the voice 
of sorrow and mourning is unheard, and where the morning 
stars sing together.”* 

The opinions entertained of the time when he lived have been 
very various : 

1. Some suppose that he lived before Moses. Carpzov, Eich- 
horn, Bertholdt, Ilgen, Stuhlmann, and others have been 
favourable to this \uew. Job himself is fixed upon as the 
author by Lee, Elihu bv others ; or at least some contemporary. 
In favour of this it is alleged, 

{a) That the author of the book recognises no priestly caste; 
and Job himself offers sacrifices, according to the ancient patri- 
archal custom where each father of a family was priest. Here 
the author of the book is erroneously identified with the hero. 
To be consistent and suitable, the description must represent Job 
according to the age in which he is supposed to have lived. 
Althougli, therefore, the patnarch is said to have offered sacri- 
fices, the UTiter was not ignorant of the existence of a priestly 
order. 

(b) His opponents never charge Job with idolatry, though that 
would have first suggested itself to an Israelite living after the 
introduction of heathen rites. Here again the author is er- 
roneously identified with the hero ; and because the former is 
consistent in the character he draws of the patriarch, it is er- 
roneously inferred that the book was written before the Israelites 
were settled in Canaan. 

(a) God is represented under the patriarchal image in which 
the ancients regarded Him, rather than as invested with the 
royalty inherent in the Mosaic notion of the Deity. This state- 
ment 18 hardly correct, since the first chapter paints Jehovah as 
a monarch surrounded by obedient bein^. And even if it were, 
the patriarchal image is in character with the scene and time. 

(d) In this book we perceive that reverence for the aged 
wluori ^nerally prevails under a patriarchal system, where 
wisdom 18 attachea to grey hairs. 


' Spirit of Hebrow Poetry, traaslftted by Monh, voL i. pp. 120, 121. 
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There is no real evidence that the book was pre-Mosaic, All 
the characters of antiquity belonging to it — the total absence of 
allxision to the manners, customs, ceremonies, etc., of the 
Israelites — the assumption that Job tells his own story, or that 
Elihu relates it, are without foundation. If the book were pre- 
Mosaic or patriarchal in origin, the language ought to have an 
archaic and primitive stamp. The colouring and sceneiy are 
archaic ; but the style is not. It is majestic, often rugged, yet 
of a nature to shew that writing had been long used ; because 
the thoughts which are generally of a profound character, have 
moulded it so as to prevent the prevalence of fluency and 
flexibility. The language is singularly artifical and olaborate. 
The absence in it of all traces of the Mosaic prescriptions does 
not prove its early date any more than the like absence of them 
in Proverbs and the book of Judges shews their great antiquity. 
An appeal to the law would have violated the plan and unity 
of the book. The problem discussed is intentionally argued 
irrespectively of the law. Although, therefore, no mention 
be made of a positive law, the pre-existence of the Mosaic 
code is not excluded. Yet there are passages which appear at 
least to contain plain references even to the written law of 
Moses, as we shall see hereafter. 

2. Others have attributed the authorship to Closes ; ns Saadias, 
and various Talmudists and Itabbins, as Kimehi, Abenesra, 
Manasseh ben Israel ; Eplirem Syrus, some Greek and Jiatin 
fathers; and in modem times, Michaelis, Ilufnagel, l)r. Mason, 
Good, Palfrey, etc. 

The chief argument adduced is the coincidence of many ex- 
pressions in the work with those occurring in the Pentateuch, 
and Genesis in particular. They are drawn out in fidl array by 
Prof. Lee. The following arc the chief ones in his list : Job iv. 

17, his Maker \ comp. Gen. i. 2(), dl ; ii. 1, 4, 18. Job iv. 

18, his angch ; Gen. xvi. 7, 9, 10, etc. ; xix. 1, etc. ; xxi. 17 ; 
xxii. 11, 15 ; xxiv. 7, 40; xxxi. 11 ; xlviii. 10; Ex. iii. 2; xiv. 

19, etc. Job V. 2, For wrath killcih the foolish man, and envy 
slayeth the silly one\ Dcut. xxix. 18, 20, ‘‘The heart tumeth 
away from the Lord .... the anger of tho Lord and his jealousy 

shall smoke against that man and the Ijord shall blot out 

his name from under heaven.*' Job v. 7, Yet man is born unto 
trouble \ Gen. iii. 16, 17, 19, “In sorrow thou shalt bring forth 
children .... in sorrow shalt thou cat of it all tho days of thy 
life ; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread," etc. Job v. 
8, 1 would seek unto Ood^ and unto Ood would I commit my cause ; 
comp. Deut. throughout. Job v. 9, which doeth great things , . . 
marvellous things without number \ comp. Gen. xviii. 14, etc; 
Ex. zxxiv. 10; Josh. iii. 5 ; Judg. vi. 13. Job v. 18, he 
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mdketh Bore and hindeth up; he woundeth and hie hande make 
whole ; comp. Deut. xxxii. 39, I kill and 1 make alive ; I 
wound and 1 heal/’ Job v. 21, Thou shall be hid from the scourge 
of the tongue ; neither shall thou he afraid of destruction when it 
cometh ; comp. Deut. vii. 18, “ Thou shalt not be afraid of them.” 
Deut. XX. 1, ‘‘and seest horses and chariots and a people more 
than thou, be not afraid of them.” Job v. 25, Thou shalt know 
also that thy seed shall be greats and thine offspring as the grass of 
the earth; comp. Gen. i. 11, “the herb yielding s^;” Gen. 
XV. 5, “so shall thy seed be ;” Gen. xxii. 17, “in multiplying I 
will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven,” etc. Job v. 
26, Thou shalt came to the grate in a full age, like as a shock of 
corn cometh in his season ; comp. Gen. xv. 15, “And thou shalt 
go to tliy fathers in peace ; thou shalt be buried in a good old 
age Gen. xxv. 8, “Abraham died in a good old age, an old 
man and full,” etc. ; Deut. xxx. 20, “ For he is thy life and 
the length of thy days.”^ 

The catalogue of i)assagcs in Job resembling others in the 
Psalms, Proverbs, Isaiah, etc., is similar to this one relating to 
the Pentateuch, Few will suppose that they prove what they 
are adduced to shews viz., that the w'ork coming through the 
hands of Jethro to Moses (so Lee conjectures), and augmented 
by the latter wdth the addition of the lirst tw^o chapters and the 
last, became the great pattern of comj)osition to all future 
writers, and was imitated in the very tenns and phraseology 
used.^ 

It is also stated that Moses had great abilities, which were 
carefully devcloj)ed by his education at an Egj^^tian court, and 
therefore he W'as competent to comjx)se a poem so artificial. 
Ilis songs inserted in the Pentateuch attest his poetical talents. 
As lie livcnl forty years in Egypt and forty in Arabia, he became 
W’ell acquainted with both comitries and their natural history, 
evidence of w'liich ajjpears in the book. Moses had wooa, 
precious and common metals, and many kinds of stone made 
mto different sorts of w^ork. He also caused skins to be pre- 
pared, w^oven, and artificially coloured. He commanded that 
inscriptions should be cut in stone. He was familiar with 
armour, chariots of war, horsemanship, wars, encampments, 
ordinary field-camps and marches, war trumpets, etc., such as 
we find in Job. 

He was well acquainted wuth the natural history of animals 
and with diseases. Ho describes the s^maptoms and marks of 
leprosy. All this agrees with Job, 

The writer of the book makes his characters lay stress on the 

> The book of the patriarch Job, Introdaction, p. 71, ct leqq. 

» Ibid, pp. 70, 71. 
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doctrine of the ancient world; and Moses collects in Genesis 
the most important doctrines and instructive events of antiquity. 

In Job the whole aim is to inculcate obedience to the com* 
mands of God, and morality. In the Pentateuch it is the same. 

The author of the book says nothing of Palestine, nothing of 
the far-spread miracles which took place before, at and after the 
exodus from Egypt, nothing of the Mosaic law, etc. He also 
uses words not in the sense they received during the legislation. 
He is ignorant of a shekel^ and knows nothing but the Kesitah. 
All this corresponds to the situation of the legislator before he 
left Egypt for ever. 

It will be seen that most of these oonsiderations adduced by 
Jahn^ for the Mosaic authorship, proceed on the false assump- 
tion that the Pentatcucli w^as written by Moses himself. 

Any combination of the two opinions to wliich wo have re- 
ferred must be rejected ; such as, that the work having been 
written by Job or some contcmjx)rary, fell into Moses’s hands 
while he resided in Midian, was transcribed by him, and slightly 
altered. There is not the slightest probability that Moses wrote 
the book of Job. Both the poctiy^ and the philosophy lead to a 
later time. The reflective genius of the poetry, and the daring 
tone of the philosopliy, argue a more recent j)eriod of develop- 
ment. The artiflcial character of the strophe, the regular 
parallelism of members, and the rounded completeness in 
form and features, do not belong to the infancy of the poetic 
muse. The problem discussed also i)resu 2 )poses a development 
of the religious consciousness of the nation beyond what the 
age of Moses witnessed, lleflectiveness had not then attained 
a high stage. The law alone could have been the means 
of awakening the deejj views of sin, guilt, and punishment 
which appear in the poem. Indeed the s]X‘akors set out from 
the platform of Mosaism, which they cannot get beyond. It is 
the leading doctrine of that very Mosaism which the philosophic 
poet struggles to break through, and arrive at a clearer view 
of the relation between human suftcring and virtue. Both the 
execution and conception of the poem carry it dowm much later 
than Moses — to an age of culture, reflection, and reflnement, 
when incipient and crude attempts in the poetical department 
had been left far behind. Lyric and gnomic poetry had been 
cultivated. The author was able to give a highly elaborate and 
finished form to his work. He must therefore have belonged 
to a flourishing epoch, or succeeded a time of mental excitement 
among his people. 

3. Keil, Welte, Havemick, Hahn, Oehler, Hofinann, Yaihin- 


^ Bmleitung, vol. iL p. 202 et soqq. 
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ger, Delitzscli, Schlottmann, after the example of R. Nathan 
m Baha bathra (f. 15), Sota Jerusalem (f. 20, 3), Gregory 
Nazianz., Luther, and Doederlein, refer the poem to the flourish- 
ing period of Hebrew poetry or the age of Solomon. Indeed 
Gregory and Calmet suppose Solomon himself to have been 
the autnor. In favour of this have been alleged the following 
particulars : — 

(a) The relation between Prov. i.-ix. and the book» Here are 
various coincidences shewing contemporaneousness of composi- 
tion. The description of Wisdom, the representation of Sheol, 
together with diflerent proverbs and numerous expressions 
agree. Thus Job v. 17 and Prov. iii. 11 ; Job xv. 7 and Prov. 
viii. 25 ; Job. xxviii. 18 and Prov. iii. 15, strikingly resemble one 
another. Criticism has now fixed the post-Solomonic origin of 
chaps, i.-ix. They fall in the period between Solomon and 
Hezekiah. If so, it cannot be inferred from them that Job was 
written by one of the wise men belonging to Solomon’s court. 

It appears to us that the priority docs not belong to the book 
of Job, but to these chapters of the Proverbs. It is said indeed, 
that the doctrine of the divine wisdom is more developed in the 
latter than in the former ; but we cannot attach any weight to 
the circumstance that the one speaks more at length of wisdom 
than the other. The nature of the two works produces the dif- 
ference. Other coincidences between Job and Proverbs should 
be attributed to the priority of Proverbs, as far as any imitation 
of the one by the other can be discoi credy as Job xxi. 17 and Prov. 

xiii. 9 ; xx. 20. Peculiar words and ideas common to both are 

Prov. vii. 18 and Job xx. 18; xxxix. 13. 

Job xxxvii. 12 and Prov. i. 5 ; xi. 14 ; xx. 18 ; xxiv. 6. T© 
Job XXX. 24 ; xxxi. 29 ; Prov. xxiv. 22. to be 

crushed in the gatCy as a judicial formula, Job v. 4; Prov. xxii. 
22. To drink iniquity like water. Job xv. 16 ; xxxiv. 7 ; Prov. 
xxvi. 6. Job xxvi. 6 ; xxviii. 22 ; Prov. xv. 11 ; xxvii. 

20 (Ps. Ixxxviil 12). n*{nn Job V. 12 ; vi. 13 ; Prov. ii. 12 ; 
iii. 21 ; viii. 14 ; xviii. 1 (also in Micah vi. 9 ; Is. xxviii. 29). 
The two psalms Ixxxviii. and Ixxxix. are closely allied in ideas 
and expressions to our book. Thus is applied to angels^ 

Job V. 1 ; xv. 15 ; Ps. Ixxxix. 6, 8 ; also in Zech. xiv. 5. 

the shades or fnanes, Prov. ii. 18 ; ix. 18 ; xxi. 16 ; Job 
xxvi. 5 ; but also in Isaiah. terrors^ Ps. Ixxxviii. 16 ; Prov. 

XX. 2 ; Job. XX. 25. terrors, Ps. Ixxxviii. 17; Job vi. 4. 

Ck>mp. also both in idea and expression Ps. Ixxxix. 38 with Job 
xvi. 19 ; Ps. Ixxxix. 48 with Job vii. 7 ; Ps. Ixxxix. 49 with Job 

xiv. 14 ; Ps. Ixxxviii. 5 with Job xiv. 10 ; Ps. Ixxxriii. 9 with 

13 
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Job xTT. 10 ; Ps. Ixxxix. 8 with Job zxxi. 34. The authors of 
Pa. Ixxxviii. and Ixxxix. are said to be the Ezrahites, Hexnau 
and Ethan ; and they are made contemporaries of Solomon by 
assuming them to be different persons (1 Kings v. 11) from 
David’s music masters of the same name; which is a very 
improbable supposition. It can hardly be thought that the 
relationship between the Psalms and Job was accidental. It is 
also clear, that the thirty-ninth Psalm has various points of 
contact with Job ; especially the thirteenth verse of it, because 
the very words and phrases of that verse occur in different parts 
of Job, as vii. 19; xiv. 6; x. 20, 21 ; vii. 8, 21. Compare also 
the sentiment expressed in xxxix. 5 with Job vi. 8-12 ; vii. 7 ; 
xiv. 13 ; xvi. 21, 22. There is much uncertainty respecting 
the alleged contemporaneousness of the book of Job with the 
Solomonic age derived from correspondences in the Psalms 
referred to and in Job ; because the autliorship of the former is 
uncertain. We are inclined to think, that the writer of Job 
may have seen the Psalms in question. If not, similarity of 
conception and philosophy in both, may be owing to the nature 
of the Jewish religion, wliich did not partake of much develop- 
ment. When their writers touclied upon kindred topics, they 
naturally expressed their ideas alike. In order to establish con- 
temporaneousness of origin, accordance of sentiments and of 
occasional words is insufficient. 

(b) There is a fullness of novel views and images drawn from 
nature which was first suggested to the Israelites by the com- 
merce of the time. Thus remarkable animals are noticed and 
described — the river horse, crocodile, ostrich, etc. Precious 
stones and metals arc likewise alluded to as if they were fami- 
liar; gold of Ophir, pearls, corals, etc. Surely this argument 
does not prove the book to have been written in the time of 
Solomon, but only that it did not precede it. It may still 
have followed at a considerable interval. 

(c) Some later j)salms contain reminiscences from Job, as cii., 
civ., evii., cxlvii. The use of the book may also be detected in 
Iviii. 9 from Job iii. 16; Inii. 10 from Job xxii. 9; Ps. ciii. 
15, 16 from Job vii. 10 ; xiv. 2. There is an indistinctness in 
these alleged reminiscences which makes them uncertain. In 
any case they are of no validity in confirming the assignment of 
Job’s origin to the Solomonic age. Several psalms belonging 
to the time of the exile may probably present reminiscences out 
of the book of Job ; and so fix its prior composition. 

(d) Allusions to the book have l)cen detected in Isaiah and 
Amos; as Is. xix. 5 compared with Job xiv. 11 ; Is. xix. 13, 14 
oompai^ with Job xii. 24, 25; Is. lix. 4 with Job xv. 35. 
Amos iv. 13 refers to Job ix. 8 ; Amos v. 8 to Job ix. 9 and 
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xxxviii. 31 ; Amos ix. 6 to Job xii. 15. Here Is. xix. 5 agrees 
almost verb^y with Job xiv. 11, but the former is the original. 
In like manner xii. 24, 25 is the foundation of Is. xix. 13. Both 
these places in Isaiah and those in Amos were in the mind of 
the writer of Job. The prophets in question were used by the 
later poet ; not vice verad, as fk;hlottmann thinks.^ 

(e) In the prologue, the Chaldeans appear as a people living 
Iw plunder. But they did not present themselves among the 
Hebrews in that character before the epoch of Hosea king of 
Judah, and Menahem king of Israel, /.<?., about 770 b.c., about 
the time of Amos and Hosea the prophets. 

4. Renan pliu?es the poem in the first half of the eighth 
century. This is too early. The language is not of a character 
to justify the date. It is not, as he affirms, the most limpid, the 
most compressed, and the most classical. Isaiah and Amos were 
both prior to Job, as the passages already referr(*d to attest. 
Above all, f/w philosophy of the }x>em, discussed as it is from so 
high a stand-i)oint, evinces a later time, when reflectiveness had 
reached another stage than that which characterised the eighth 

centun^* 

5. l^he book belongs to the beginning of the seventh century 
before Christ, not earlier. This is the opinion of Ewald, Heilig- 
stedt, Magnus, and fip^K^ars to us the most probable. In favour 
of it we may adduce : — 

(a) Passages shewing that foreigners had already jx^netrated 
into the country, depriving the Israelites in part of the ter- 
ritory^ which iK'longed to them as the }X)8session promised to the 
fathers ; and (hat jK'rsons who retained the wisdom of the fathers 
in its purity were seldom to be met vdth. Thus ix. 24 “ the 
land is given inlo the hand of the oppressor : he covereth the 
faces of the judges tliereof,” etc.; xii. 0, “the tabernacles of 
robbers prosper; and they that provoke GckI are secure,’^ etc.; 
XV. 18, etc., “ wliich wise men have told from their fathers and 
have not hid it. Unto whom alone the earth was given, and no 
stranger passed among tliem,*^ etc. The times were degenerate. 
The power of the nation was broken. Misfortunes had existed 
for a considerable jjcriod. The pious were dispirited by the 
gloomv asi^ect of atfaii’s. They were oppressed by calamities, 
and witncssecl with sorrow corrupt morals and perverted justice. 
Hence such questions as, “ ^Mierefore do the wicked live, 
becctlne old, yea. arc mighty in power (xxi. 7), and, “Where- 
fore are not evil times hoarded up by the Almighty, and where- 
fore do his woi'shipix^rs not behmd his days of judgment,’* etc. 
(xxiv, 1) ; and descriptions like, “ He increaseth fhe nations and 

‘ Dat Buch Hiob verdeutscht und crlautert, Einleitusg, p. 109. 

* Le livre de Job traduit do THebreu, Etude but le poome de Job, p. xii. 
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destroyeth them : he enlargeth the nations and strcdteneth them 
again. He taketh away the heart of the chief of the people of 
the earth, and causeth them to wander in a wilderness where 
there is no way. They grope in the dark without light, and he 
maketh them to stagger like a drunken man (xii. 23-25), betray 
a disordered state of the nation, and point to the final history of 
Judah. The experience of the writer’s own life is pourtrayed, 
in connection ^rith the sorrows of his countrymen. 

(b) Jeremiah, whose prophecies are characterised by much 
imitation, presupposes the existence of our book. Thus xx. 14-18 
we read : Cursed be the day wherein I w’as bom : let not the 
day wherein my mother bare me be blessed. Cursed bo the man 
who brought tidings to my father, saying, A man child is bom 
unto thee ; making him very glad. And let that man be as the 
cities which the Ijord ovcrtlirew and repented not : and let him 
hear the cry in the morning and the shouting at noontide ; 
because he slew me not from the womb ; or that my motlier 
might have been my grave, and her womb to be always great 
witli me,” etc. etc., comp. Job iii. 3-10. Jer. xvii. 1, The 
sin of Judah is WTitteu with a jien of iron and with the point of 
a diamond : it is graven uiion the table of their heart, and upon 
the horns of your altars,” compare Job xix. 24. Jer. xx. 7, 8, 
“ 0 Lord thou hast deceived me and 1 was deceived : thou art 
stronger than I and hast prevailed: I am in derision daily, 
every one mocketh me. For since I spake I cried out, I cried 
violence and spoil ; because the word of the Lord was made a 
reproach unto me, and a derision, daily,” comp. Job xii. 4, xix. 
7. Lam. ii. 10, “All thine enemies have ojiened their mouth 
against me : they hiss and gnash the teeth : they say. We have 
swallowed her up : certainly this is the day that we looked for ; 
we have found, we have seen it,” comp. Job xvi. 9, 10, xxvii. 
23. Lam. iii. 7-9, “ lie hath hedged me about that I cannot 
get out ; he hath made my chain heav}\ Also when I cry and 
shout, he shutteth out my prayer. He hath enclosed my ways 
with hewn stone, he hath made my imths crooked,” comp. Job 
xix. 7, 8. Lam. iii. 14, “ I was a derision to all my pwple ; 
and their song all the day,” comp. Job xxx. 9. Lam. iii. 15, 
“ He liath filled me with bitterness, he hath made me drunken 
with wormwood,” corap. Job ix. 18.' In Job xxi. 19 the state- 
ment is combated that if the godless himself does not receive the 
pu n ish m ent due to his decnls, nis children must pay the penalty ; 
and the idea is first expres^ that the wicked himself' should 
sufifer for his own sins, and not the son for the father. Accord- 
ingly Jeremiah founds a promise on the idea, viz., that every one 


1 Comp. Kueper, leremiaa 8. 6. interpros. p. 164 et seqq. 
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shall bear his own iniquity (xxxi. 29, 30) ; and Ezek. xyiii. 1 
pronounces the doctrine, hitherto current, erroneous and anti- 
quated. 

(e) The general character of the language agrees best with 
this time. It bears a few marks of decay, like that of the iaier, 
not the exile books. 

(d) The position which the poem occupies in the religious 
development of the Hebrew people points to the -same period. 
The subject of it was not new. It had already entered into the 
speculative mind of the Hebrews, and received discussion. We 
mow from earlier Scriptures how it had been treated. Prior 
theological speculation respecting theodicy may be seen in 
various psalms. Here the idea of the book appears in a farther 
state of development. It is advanced another stage in harmony 
with the still later period of the nation and its increasing dis- 
asters. It is direct Iv opposed to fact to affirm that Job belongs 
to a school of thought prevalent at the era of David and Solo- 
mon. The allusions and affinities of the book are indeed partly 
made to the productions of this period; but they are slight 
things in the discussion of the problem itself. The development 
of the problem is beyond anjdhing in the Proverbs, Psalms, or 
earlier prophets ; and instead of being inconsistent with a later 
time than Solomon’s plainly requires it.^ 

We have thus fixed upon the beginning of the seventh 
century b.c. as the most probable time of composition. 

6. Others think that the work was composed durin g or after 
the exile. Le Clerc, Grotius, Warburton, Gesenius, Bernstein, 
Knobel, Hartmann, Yatke, and others advocate this; the two 
last-mentioned critics reducing it even to the fifth century, 
which is totally incorrect. In favour of it are alleged : — 

(rt) The Araniaeisms, which are collected in great numbers by 
Bernstein.^ But the list should be sifted, because the majority of 
forms and expressions so designated are peculiarities of the 
poetical style. Which frequently employs a foreign mode of ut- 
terance by way of ornament ; and uy^mpelled by the parallelism 
of ideas to invade the domain of the Aramaean dialect. Were 
more poems of the same length extant, the proportion of such 
foreign peculiarities of speech would not appear so great or 
remarkable. In poetry the differences of dialect are not so 
marked as in prose. Genuine Aramaeisms are, the orthography 
of viii. 8 ; T\)^ xx. 25 ; xxxiii. 17 ; see Daniel iv. 34 ; 

DwO xxxi. 7 ; Daniel i. 4 ; 8 J D'T xxxix. 9 ; pH xli. 

4 ; the use of S to denote the accusative, v. 2 ; xxi. 22 ; of 

' Comp. Stfihelin ^ecielle Einleitanir, p. 443 et soqq. 

* Peber das Buoh Hiob, in Keil and Tttchirner*s Analeota, I. 3, p. 109 ot seqq. 
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for xxii. 2 ; xxxi. 6, 9 ; '?3j5 ii. 10 ; *18^ for xxiv. 9 ; 

28 in a bod sense, synonymous with in 

the sense of business, emphyment, xxi. 21 ; xxii. 3 ; see Eccl. iii. 
1 ; V. 7 ; viii. 6 ; to decide, xxii. 28 ; comp. Esther ii. 1 ; 
Tptjt to shut, XXVI. 9 ; comp. Nch. vii. 3. Such is a list of the 
Aramaeisms used by Job. They are wholly insufficient to prove 
the exile or post-exile origin of the work. As well might Ara- 
b isms be collected to prove the Arabic original of the poem. 
This indeed was once done. The alleged Arabisms are now 
justly discarded. And there arc no more Aramaeisms than avail 
to prove the degeneracy of the language — a degeneracy pro- 
duced, among other things, by foreign influences. Only iter- 
ance can assert that they all cnaractorise the antique and highly 
poetic style. 

(5) The spirit in which the book is conceived favours the 
time of the captivity. *‘A pious Israelite,’’ says Umbreit, ‘‘in 
the land of the enemy, mourning under the willows of the 
Euphrates on which he hung the harps of his native minstrelsy, 
feels in his manly bosom all the agony of unmerited affliction. 
But he does not belong to the class of those who, like David and 
Asaph, can breathe forth their sorrows in soft elegiac measure ; 
and still less does he resemble that highest and holiest One 
of all, who in mute submission opened not his mouth except 
to pray for his persecutors. The feelings of his severe and 
lofty mind find more natural utterance in the strains of phi- 
losophic poetry, in which he peqx)tuates his patriotic grief. 
These very just remarks are as applicable to the state of Judah 
not long before the captirity as after it. They suit a pious poet 
in the one period of his country’s history as well as the other. 

(c) The poem is supposed to have a national reference and 
tendency. Warburton thought that under the type of Job, the 
writer meant to describe the suficring Jewish nation.^ But 
this hypothesis is justly exploded, because irreconcilable with 
the hero’s strongly asserted innocence. Yet w'o are not disposed 
to deny all such national reference. While the individuality of 
the writer as well as of Job himself must be maintained, the suf- 
ferings of his countrymen afiected the author’s mind. There is 
a disheartening view of human life, which probably originated 
in the time of suficring. But that time need not have bron 
the very time of exile. A period of national depression and 
degeneracy, such as Judah had at the beginning of the seventh 
century, harmonises bettor with the poem than the captivity 
itself. It is a mere assumption when Umbreit says, that the 

* Anew Tendon of the book of Job, translated by Gray, toI. i. Introd. pp. 88, 39. 

3 Divine Legation of Moses ; Works, toI. t. p. 67. 
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end, in which compensation is announced to the innocent for 
their sofferin^, was added by the author after Cyrus had in- 
spired the HeWws with the hope of a return from captiyity.^ 

{d) The ideas of the book respecting Satan and angels are 
thoi^ht to be of late origin. Many critics have suppo^ that 
the Hebrew doctrine of Satan is of Chaldaic-Persic ori^. The 
mali^ant spirit so called, was derived from the Babylonians at 
the time of the captivity. Others have tried to shew, that the 
prince of darkness in the oriental mythology was not transferred 
to the Jews at that period. The question is a very difficult one. 
We are disposed to believe, that the introduction of such a 
personification belongs to a time prior to the captivity. As to 
the notions of angels presented in the book before us, it is 
certainly true that they are late ; but it cannot be shewn that 
they are so late as the captivity. The point is. Were the 
representations of Satan and angels here given, of foreign 
ongin, and borrowed from the Chaldeans or Persians not sooner 
than the time of the exile ? Their foreign birth at that era has 
not been proved. Indeed the foreign birth of the conception 
of angels may be questioned. We know no reason for denying 
the purely Semitic origin of the sons of Gody in which concep- 
tion angels are here included. And we are willing to admit, 
that the Satan of the book is not the Ahriman of Avesta ; be- 
cause he is not the genius of evil existing and acting by himself. 
The idea of Satan was not so far developed under Eastern 
Asiatic influences till tlie captivity. In Job it appears in an 
incipient state, having been recently transferred from the East. 

The works belonging to the post-exile period have a very 
different character from Job. They breathe another spirit, 
and exhibit a rigid Mosaism. Judaism had then lost its liberty 
and flexibility. It had become severe and ceremonial. Such 
bold apostrophes and vehement protestations of innocence as are 
put into Job’s mouth were totally opposed to the spirit of the 
period ; and would have appeared blasphemous in the eyes of 
the pious. The taste for theophanies, like those found in the 
poem, had disappeared. The breath of original inspiration had 
forsaken the nation. 

The stylo and language are too pure for the captivity- time. 
Aramaeism is not impressed on them. The decay of the diction 
is not very perceptible, except in Elihu’s discourses. It cer- 
tainly is perceptible, though in its incipient state. Yet all the 
qualities of ancient style are found, such as conciseness, energy, 
tendon^ to enigma, numerous difficulties, and absence of clear- 
ness. Umbreit says, that the individual taste of the poet led 


1 VerBion of the book of Job, toI. i. p. 39. 



200 


THE BOOK OF JOB. 


bim to employ antique forms of speech ; and that he waa 
anxious to preserve the purity of the language. We greatly 
doubt if any author o£ the exile time could have done so in the 
same degree. 

General assertions respecting the time of its composition, 
as those of Carey and others, “whether Job himself was the 
compiler of the book, and when and by whom it was introduced 
into the canon of Scripture, whether by Moses after his sojourn 
in Midian, or by David after his victories over the Edomites, are 
questions about which I conceive it to be impossible to arrive at 
any satisfactory conclusion ; ^ — such asseitions betray nothing 
else than want of perception in ascertaining the true date. 
Satisfactory evidence shews, that the time we have assigned is 
pretty near the truth. If perfunctory critics undertake to write 
on the book, it is not surprising that they either go astray, 
or lose themselves in generalities lest they do so. Those there- 
fore who speak about the passibility of only guessing the time 
when the poem was written, convey a false impression of the 
case. It was certainly later than Solomon, and as certainly 
earlier than the exile. Between tlujsc limits true criticism will 
soon fix the proper date, to half a centur}’. 

VIII. Unity and IxrECJimT. — Although the work presents 
the appearance of a complete and finished whole, it has not 
been allowed to retain its well-rounded form intact. The edge 
of criticism has cut into it, in order to shew its partial disunity. 
This arises in part from inattention to the different ideas of the 
orientals and us respecting composition. They had not the 
same regard for logical sequence and perfect symmetry as 
modem writers in the West. Where we discover defects of 
sequence that mar the perfection of a work, they were not con- 
cerned to avoid incongruities and interruptions. There is there- 
fore a danger of transferring our ideas to them, and so judging 
by a false standard. Criticism has been less timid on this point 
than it ought to have been. 

1. Some have disputed the genuineness of the prologue and 
epilogue, as 11. Simon, A. Schultcns, Ilasso, Stuhlmann, Bern- 
stein, Knobel, Magnus ; Heiligstedt in part (Prologue i. 6-12 ; 
ii. 1-7). 

(a) It has been objected to these pieces, embracing chaps, 
i., ii., xlii. 7-17, that they are in prose, while the rest of the 
work is in poetry ; and that the name of Jehovah occurs in them, 
while He is termed or fbe poem itself. To 

this it may be replied, that the narrative requires prose, because 
there is no rythmical narration to be found in Hebrew. Prose 


1 The book of Job, translated, explained, and illustrated, Dissert, ir. 
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ia the constant Tehicle of a narrative. It is apmrent that the 
poetical element is in the prologue because the neavenly scene 
depicted is the creation qi a rich imagination. The names of 
Deity are designedly chosen, and adapted both to the persons 
using them and the scene of the drama. The writer himself, as 
an Israelite, employs the genuine theocratic name Jehovah, 
where he speaks in his own person. Hence this appellation 
appears, not only in the prologue and epilogue, but in xxxviii. 
1; xL 1, 3, 6; xlii. 1. But where Job and his friends are 
introduced as speaking, they cannot with propriety use Jehovah 
because they belonged to the patriarchal time when that appel- 
lation was unknown. Hence we find them using the old name 
Bl or Eloah^ and Shaddai. The only exceptions to this are i. 21 
in the prologue, where Job speaks and has niH' ; and in xii. 9, 
xxviii. 28, whore the writer betrays his nation. 

{h) In both groat stress is laid on sacrifices ; whereas in the 
poem itself everything theocratic is avoided. But surely sacri- 
fices were frequent in the patriarchal time, to which the hero of 
the book belongs. 

(c) The prologue and epilogue disagree, in some respects, 
with various phenomena in the poem itself; as that Job is a 
model of patience, all his words being full of humble submission 
to the Divine will, and his misfortunes having no power to 
wrest a blasphemous expression from his lips ; while as soon as 
he begins to sjicak in verse, his language becomes arrogant, 
defiant, and almost impious. Hence it is thought that the 
prologue appeared at an epoch devoted to the worship of Je- 
hovah ; whereas the poem implies very great religious freedom. 
In the epilogue he is pronounced righteous in opposition to the 
three friends ; but in the work itself, he charges the Almighty 
with injustice. God there approves of Job, and acknowledges 
that he has spoken well of Him ; whereas in the poem He cen- 
sures him severely, and taxes him with folly. The idea of the 
poem is also said to be inconsistent with the epilogue, because 
the latter holds forth the doctrine of divine retribution, asserting 
the invariable connection between virtue and prosperity, crime 
and misfortune, and giving Job a double recompence for his 
sufferings ; whereas the poet’s object is to oppose this doctrine. 
Job’s children also are supposed to be alive, in different parts 
of the work, while in the prologue they perish. 

These statements are based on partial misapprehension of the 
work. The piety of Job is prominent throughout. He had 
s^ken concerning God what was well-founded, viz., that though 
his sufferings were inflicted by God they were unmerited. But 
amid increasing pain and struggling doubts he is tenapted to 
give utterance to a few hasty expressions, for which he is after- 
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wards sorry. An occasional word wrung from him by ^in 
should not be regarded as the index of nis usual disposition. 
In xix. 17, where Job’s children are supposed to be alive, con- 
trary to the prologue, the right interpretation appears to be, 
** My wife is weary of my com^aining, and the children (grand- 
children) of my body are sick of my sorrowing.” This is pre- 
ferable to the meaning of which makes it wy brethren; 

though the latter is adopted by Stuhlmann, Gesenius, XJmbreit, 
and Winer ; because brethren were already mentioned (ver. 13), 
and a wife is better associated with the mention of children than 
brothers. In xxxi. 8, the word signifies uchat Job had 

plantedy not his children. Both prologue and epilogue seem 
necessary to the completeness of the work, and inseparable from 
it ; because the former intimates the nature of the problem which 
the author is about to discuss by shewing the cause of Job’s trial; 
while the absence of the latter would leave the reader in the 
dark as to Job’s fate.^ 

2. Another piece which has been called in question is chaps, 
xxvii. 7-xxviii. 28. Kennicott perceiving the apparent contra- 
diction between Job’s admissions in xxvii. 13-23, that there is a 
divine retribution in this world, and his former assertions in 
xii. 6, xxi., xxiv. 22, etc., respecting the continued, unbroken 
prosperity of the wicked, and unable to solve it, assigned xxvii. 
13-23 to Zophar, who had only spoken twice before, not three 
times like the other friends. In this conjecture he was followed 
by Eichhom and Bertholdt.- So Stuhlmann makes Zophar ’s 
speech begin at the eleventh verse, and attributes chap, xxviii. 
to Bildad.^ Bernstein declared the whole xxvii. 7-xxviii. 8, to 
be a later addition while Knobel regarded the twenty-eighth 
chapter alone as spurious.'^ Eichhom and Boeckel imagined that 
although ver. 13-23 belong to Job, he does not express his own 
sentiments in them but simply sums up those of his friends. 
The incongruity which has led so many critics to question the 
genuineness of the two chapters in whole or in part, arises from 
misapprehending the true scope and meaning of their contents. 
Job had formerly argued that c\dl-doers often prospered in this 
life in opposition to the favourite doctrine of his friends who 
maintained the invariable connection between sin and misfor- 
tune, virtue and prosperity, and taunted him accordingly with 
his calamities as a proof of guilt. Having reduced them to 
silence by this defensive process he can now calmly allow the 

1 See Bleek’s Einlcitimg, pp, 654, 655. 

3 DiMertatio generalis, ed. Bruns, p. 539. 

* TJebenetzunf des Buches Hiob, p. 76 et seqq. 

* In Keil and Tzsebimer’s Analec^ p. 133 et seqq. 

^ De cannme Jobi ai|pim. fin. et diiq»ositione, etc. p. 27 et seqq. 
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truth of his fnends’ favourite doctrine, viz., that the wicked &11 
into misfortune, without holding that every unprosperoua man 
is also wicked. The former may be assented to, while the latter 
is denied. Hence in xxvii. 13-23 he describes in strong colours 
the fate of the godless as his friends had done, after blaming 
them for always applying the maxim to himself in an illo- 

f ical way : ** all ye yourselves have rightly observed*' (ver^ 
1), this is the concession : “ wherefore then will ye bi^ jour- 
selves with vanity?** this is the opposition to their application of 
the doctrine to mmsclf. In the twenty-eighth chapter he refers 
them to the unsearchable depths of the divine wisdom and the 
limitations of human knowledge. 

The twenty-eighth chapter cannot, as Bernstein thinks, have 
proceeded from him who \^Tote Elihu*s discourses, on the sup- 
position that the Elihu-portion W’as later than the rest of the 
book ; because there is no apparent motive for such an insertion. 
The chapter contains one of the finest developments of the poem. 
We believe that nothing in the two chapters can be probably 
assigned to any other than the author of the poem. 

3. The section xl. 15-xli. 2G containing descriptions of the hip- 
popotamus and crocodile has been 8usi)ected, or rejected as spuri- 
ous, by various critics. Eichhom, Ewald, Meier, declare it 
spurious; though Stuhlmann and Bernstein merely think xli. 
4-26 a later addition ; and Bcrtholdt^ affirms that it is not 
in its right place, Init should be immediately after xl. 31. The 
reasons arc stated to be : — 

Its position. It belongs to the second discourse of Jehovah, 
which has for its object the answering of J ob*s doubts respecting 
the righteousness of God ; whereas this description of animals 
can only serve to depict Johovah*8 power, which is the object of 
the ^rst siieech of the iilmighty. It is man's relation to the 
problem of the divine righteousness, not that of the animal 
creation, which is appropriate. Besides, the object of Jehovah's 
second discourse is completed by xl. 6-14 ; wlierc the conclusion 
is rounded off and clear. The discourse beginning with xl. 15, 
etc., should be shorter than the first, because the present place is 
not suitable for an expansion of the theme, nor are prepara- 
tions made for it. There is no internal bond of connection be- 
tween it and xl. 6-14, not even the loosest. An easy external 
transition is wanting. Hence the piece should rather be placed 
after the thirty-ninth chapter. And there are internal marks 
which shew that it did not proceed from the old poet himself. 
We look here in vain for tne flowing, tender ease of the de- 
scriptions in the thirty-ninth chapter. The portraits of the two 


^ Einleitimg, vol. ▼. p. 2164. 
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uTiimala are difiiisely drawn, with a t^ousness which strivea 
in Tain after sharpness and compression, unlike the images 
projected broadly and copiously in the thirty-ninth chapter. 
We do not meet here with the springing irony, or the sur- 
prising flight of the figures in xxxviii., xxxix. Jehovah is almost 
entirely lost sight of. We scarcely recognise him even afar 
off, with the thunder of his presence and speaking in majesty. 
Such passages as xl. loa., lOL, xli. 2, 3, are but feeble attempts 
at a divine down-thundering discourse, in opjxisition to the clear, 
penetrating fire in xxxviii., xxxix. ; and therefore the whole, com- 
pared with those t^pes, bears the ob^^olLS impression of imitation. 
The language too deviates considerably from the older poem ; 
the words and forms which it has in common with the latter 
being imitated from it.* 

Here it is incorrectly assumed that the divine attributes of om- 
nipotence and lighteousness are treated apart in the two speeches 
of Jehovah xxxviii., xxxix., and xl. This is not so. There is not 
so sharp a separation between the objects of the two discourses 
as Ewald a>sum(\s. The omnipotemee of (iod is rtderred to in xl. 
9-14, immediately after Job is challeng('d respecting his right- 
eousness (7 and 8.) The difference of style merely sliews the art 
of the poet in giving an appropriate form to each of his pictures. 
The style is not inferior at times to tliat of the best passages 
in the poem. Vigour of stroke and .sonorousness of parallelism 
remind the reader of the same hand as that which produced the 
rest of the work. Some connection too may be traced between 
xl. 14 and what follows. He that feels liimself tempted to 
undertake the government of the world in place of God as if ho 
could manage it better, must first be sure that he is able to 
master and lead at his pleasure the monstcTs of the animal 
world. Can Job do this ? It is easy to resolve similar expres- 
sions and forms into imitation ; but subjective taste and in- 
genuity are capable of converting prf)ofs of the same authorship 
into none. Comp. xli. 10 with iii. 9; 

xli. 26 with xxviii. 8; xli. lo, 16 with p5f/b xi. lo ; the 

form WSl xli. 25 with !|BV xv. 22 ; 75? 7173 xl. 30 with vi. 27 ; 

3di. 9 with xxxviii. 30. It is vain to look out in every 
part of the poem for such sjTnmetry and consistency as the 
acuteness of criticism may now require.^ 

4. The only other passage which has been called in question is 
that containing the discourses of Elihu, chaps. xxxii.-xxxvii. 
Against their genuineness it has been said : — 

< Soo Ewald in the Stndien and Kritiken for 1829, p. 766 ot seqq. 

* See Hirzers Hiob, pp. 248, 249 ; and Umbreit in the Studien and Kritiken for 
1831, p. 833 et seqq. 
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(a) Elihtt is not mentioned in the prologue or epilogue ; nor is 
judgment pronoimced upon his spoecnes, as it is on those of the 
other three. This is the more remarkable because Elihu’s 
speeches rest on the same ground as the rest, viz., that Job 
suffers for his guilt ; and therefore the same reproof should be 
given to them (xlii. 7). 

(d) These discourses remove the connection between JoVs last 
discourse and that of the Almighty in the thirty-eighth chapter. 
The commencement of the latter neccasaiily implies that Job 
had spoken immediately before : ‘‘ who is this that darkeneth 
counsel by words vdthout knowledge and in like manner, the 
interrupt^ close of Job^s sjx^ech (xxxi. 40) can only be ex- 
plained by assuming that he was stopped by Jehovah in the 
course of his address. Of course the phrase “ the words of Job 
are ended (xxxi. 40) arc a late addition, not being in the 
LXX. or Vulgate. 

(c) Not only do tliey weaken the speech of Jehovah by 
anticipating in xxxvi., xxxvii. the appeal to the divine power 
and wisdom, but they make it superfluous because they ^ve 
the solution of the problem in the way of knowledge; w^e 
Jehovah demands unconditional sid)jection to his -iyinighty 
power and hidden wisdom. AVliy should tliis demand be made 
if it be known that sufferings arc a means of moral purifica- 

. tioii, (IS here represented (xxxiii.-xxxvi.) ? 

(d) Elihu misunderstands or perverts the language of Job 
xxxiv. 9, XXXV. 3), 

(c) Elihu mentions Job by name ; but the throe friends do not 
(xxxiii. 1, 31 ; xxxvii. 14). 

(/) There is a striking contrast between the manner in which 
Elihu and tlie throe are introduced. Prolixity and drawling 
characterise the former’s entrance upon the scene; the latter 
are simply amioiinced. 

(ff) These sixjeches occupy an isolated position. Job does not 
reply to them, though he repels the criminations of the three as 
often as they are repeated. He does not defend himself against 
EUhu, who blames him as well as the rest ; but submits to the 
charge. 

(4) The language and style are perceptibly different from the 
rest of the book. The Aramaean colouring is stronger. Ex- 
pressions, forms, and modes of speech occur, for which others 
are uniformly employed in the remainder of the poem. The 
dictionary of the author is an unusual one. Not only are 
various words which he seems to have a liking for not found 
in the discourses of the other speakers ; they do not appear in 
other Hebrew books. It is true that in a langua^ like the 
Hebrew every author has a sort of vocabulary of his own — a 
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circle of words which characterises himself — ^but there fea- 
tures of style that form a decisive criterion of authorship. In 
like manner imitations appear, not only in the whole section 
xxxvi. 28-xxxrii. 18 founded upon and suggested by the dis- 
courses of the Almighty in chaps, xxxviii., etc., but also in 
single ideas and expressions. 

These arguments are not all alike valid. Some of them singly 
are inconsiderable and weak. Together, however, they are of 
force. We shall endeavour to estimate them respectively ac- 
cording to their value. 

1. We attach little importance to the fact that Elihu is not 
mentioned in the prologue. It docs not seem necessary to the 
plan or symmetry" of the poem that he should be introduced 
there, because he occupies a somewhat different position from 
that of Job’s tlirec friends. That he is not noticed however in 
the epilogue is strange. The other speakers are referred to and 
blamed lor haA*ing spoken things not right. Why should not 
Elihu have been treated in the same way ? It may be thought 
that he spake the trutli, and could not tlierefoi'e have been 
censured like the rest. But did he so? AVhat ground docs he 
take different from those who preceded him ? Does he solve the 
problem? Or does the germ of the solution lie in his senti- 
ments ? No adequate solution of it occurs in aU tliat he says. 
He certainly carries it fonvard a sto]) towards solution, and 
so far excecnls the previous speakers. Y(‘t he utters sentiments 
deserving reprehension as well as theirs ; for he regards Job’s 
misfortunes as the result of his iniquity, though also maintaining 
the position that the mi.sfortimes of the righteous should be 
considered a mean for their attaining greater moral excellence 
and purification. Thus lie takes the same ground essentially as 
the rest, and ought not to be unrebuked. 

2. The argument that the introduction of Jehovah’s discourse 
implies that Job had just spoken is sound and valid, ‘‘ Who is 
this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?” 
(xxxviii, 2). These words refer to Job, not to Elihu. In like 
manner the discourse of Job in xxxi. J18-4() is suddenly cut 
short, as we may suppose it to have bc'cn by the Alinighty^s 
interference in the dialogue. It cannot be denied,” says Um- 
breit, ‘Hhat the omission of the following verses could have 
tended to give a more perfect finish to this last discourse of Job’s, 
and that the thirty-seventh verse would have been an extremely 
suitable close to the whole.” ^ The whole piece has no proper 
connection with the older work into which it is inserted, either 
internally or externally ; and might bo absent without jxjrceptible 


* Job translated by Gray, vol. ii. p. 198. 
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abridgment or mutilation of tbe whole. Scblottmann’s attempt 
to shew its perfect adaptation to the context in which it stands is 
unsuccessful.^ 

3. Elihu's discourses appear to us to render unnecessary in 
part, the appeal to the divine power and wisdom. Thus chaps, 
xxxvi. and xxxvii. are an echo of xxxviii.-xli. The imi- 
tation indeed is general, consisting in ideas rather than 
words, and is far inferior to the original ; yet it is sufficiently 
perceptible. They also give a solution of the problem pro- 
posed which makes that contained in the discourse of Deity 
superfluous. Going beyond the latter, they represent suffering 
as a means of moral purification, and therefore there is no need 
to inculcate imqualified submission to Ilis omnipotence and 
hidden wisdom. Eliliu prepares the way in some measure for 
the appearance of Deitj^ ; but his w'ords are not a natural intro- 
duction to the speech of the latter. They shew at length what 
Jehovah expresses more briefly. In this manner they weaken 
the effect of wliat succeeds. No single idea absolutely new ap- 
pears. The older work has a germ of thought at least corres- 
ponding to any that can be pointed out. AVe admit that there 
IS a more dcveloi^od representation of the connection between sin 
and suffering, but that is consistent with our statement. 

4. The writer of Elihu’s discourses perverts, and draws unfair 
inferences from. Job’s language. lie does so at xxxiv. 9, where 
he represents Job as expressing himself thus : ‘‘ It profiteth not 
a man that he should be at peace with God.^^ But it is certain 
that such a sentiment was never uttered by the sufferer in this 
unqualified and strong language. Again in xxxv. 2 the senti- 
ment controverted by Elihu, viz., that the sufferer conscious of 
integrit}" may say that piety has been of no serrice to him, is an 
unfair deduction from Job’s sj)eeches. It is improbable that 
the original poet who himself put such discourses into Job’s 
mouth, would have caused Elihu to pervert the meaning of any 
part of them. Another author might readily do so. 

5. The style and language are peculiar, differing remarkably 

from those of the remainder. Expressions, word- forms, modes 
of speech occur, for which others are as uniformly found in the 
older work. The diction is more strongly Aramaean, rough, 
heavy, prolix, difficult. Thus we meet until xxxii. 

6; ibid; ptjt but, ver. 8; TJ?!) for xxx\d.'l4; 

for xxxiv. 10, 32 ; n}5 xxxii. 21 ; xxxiv. 

36 ; in the sense of doings xxxiv. 25 ; P|H xxxiii. 9 ; 

^“3uii, 7 ; to form like a potter xxxiii. 6 ; 

* Das Bttoh Hiob, u. s. w. Eiolcit. p. 68, et seqq. 
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XBxiii 10 ; HJII life for xxxiii. 18, 22, 28 ; to wUt 

xxxY. 14. Wiiat compels the assumption of another poet is not 
so much single words and expressions as the general character of 
the whole, imewing a man iar inferior in poetical ability. He 
never reaches the height or fullness of the older work. Bold 
ima^s, lofty thoughts, livety pictures, all that richness of con- 
ception and inexhaustible copiousness of appropriate language 
which bespeak a master genius in the rest of the book, are 
absent. Instead of this we are struck with the effort * of one 
striving to reach the height of the older poet, and straining after 
an idem for which he is natiu’ally unequal ; w hose ima|>ination, 
incapable of bolder flight, forces prose to do the duty ot poetry, 
and supplies no succession of new images. Even after the 
verbose and tiresome introduction, tautologies do not cease. 
Instead of the master’s stamp eviucc^d in the distinct charac- 
ters and appropriate language of the three friends, we see 
the struggling of one trying to follow the higher flights of his 
predecessor. The tone is fallen and flat in compaiison ; the 
style cold and pretentioiLs. lienee the writer lost>s liimself in 
long descriptions destitute of vivacity, as at chapter xxxvi. 26, 
etc. etc., which contrasts unfavourably with the words of Jeho- 
vah himself. It cannot be said that the obscurity of the lan- 
guage arises from our ignorance : it springs out" of the ♦ stylo 
itself, which is odd and affected. 

There is little doubt that Elihu is a creation of the poet’s 
imagination, and therefore it is beside the mark to account for 
the Aramaean colouring of his words by the fact of his being an 
Aramaean. Those who so explain his Aramaeisms, should first 
shew that he was a historical person. All tlie replies offered to 
this weighty argument are insufficient and unsatisfactory. Tlie 
difference of style and language in the discourses of the other 
speakers can hardly be compared with the distinctive peculiarities 
of Elihu, because they do no violence to the imity of the older 
work. One master mind is clearly observable, amid all the 
diversities of the three speakers. The distinctiveness of Elihu’s 
language is of another character. Nor can the peculiarities of 
Elihu be the mere creation of the same poet who is seen in the 
rest of the book, or arise from the art of the author. It is 
true that every speaker has his own manner and style ; that 
Elihu’s appearance is strikingly marked ; and that he was a 
young man occupying a different relation to Job from that of 
the other speakers. But though such peculiarities require a 
corresponding style of utterance, they ought still to show the 
same poet as the so^hes of the three friends ; especi^y as those 
friends, and Job himself, speak in the same style. A heavy 
style is hardly suited to the character of EUhu, who had suffi- 
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dent self-confidence, forwardness, and vanity. Youthful fire 
shoi^ have breathed throughout his discourses ; whereas they 
are prolix and heavy. Even if he is described as a conceited 
babUer whom the author sets forth in a ridiculous Ught, as 
some suppose, they are scarcely appropriate. Such an one, pos- 
sessing groat talent united to juvenile presumption, would not 
speak as ho does ; for although he might occasionally have a 
mystified manner, he would scarcely betray the tedious efforts to 
body forth his ideas in the genuine i)oetic strain- Rather should 
he be characterised by an exuberant imagination bursting over 
the barriers of a legitimate sobriety into the domain of the 
bombastic, llis fancy sliould be wild and unbridled ; whereas 
it is the absence of this charaeteri.stic — ^tlie very prosaic concep- 
tion and style — that appears in Eliliu. Youtlifiil fire and pre- 
sumption do not manifest themselves in drawling and laboured 
speech having the marks of imitation written legibly upon its 
lace. The plan of the poet eoidd not have been to write in such 
a style, as long as Eliliu \s person is what it is. These remarks 
shew* the impossibility of accounting for Elihu’s style by the 
author^s desire to mark bis individuality and personal character. 
Besidc'fi, poetry of a high antiquity duos not know" fine shades 
of characters. It paints men and life in broad outline. To 
make each jicrson speak in a particular style is a token of 
advanccnl art. 

We believe it imiiossible to make the speeches of Eliliu pro- 
ceed from the older i^oet and suppose them a constituent part 
of his w*urk. Their place after chap, xxxi., where they are un- 
suitable, and wdiere Job must have replied to them because they 
are largely unjust to him ; the impropriety of making a man con- 
fute Job, whereas he can only he iiLstructed and humbled by Jeho- 
vah; and the whole style ot* thought and expression coincide in 
rejecting the same autliorsliip as that of tlie rest of the poem. 
Yet there is merit in tlic piece. A certain progression of ideas 
is observable. At first the negative, then the affirmative 
mipears. The obvious gradually passes into the more remote. 
The ideas expressc'd are true, correct, pure. In some respects 
they go he}*ond tliose of tlic older iioct. His natural philosophy 
is farther advanced than that observable in the thurty-ei^tn 
and following chapter’s. Tlius Jehovah asks with patriarchal 
simplicity, ‘‘hath the rain a father?” (xxxviii. 28); whereas 
Elihu knows that it proceeds from the watery vapours that form 
clouds and afterwards distil in little drops upon men (xxxvi. 
27, 28). In like manner, his ethical philosophy is riper than 
that of Job and the three friends ; his moral ideas more refined* 
But the breath of genius is wanting. The advancement ob^rv- 
able is the reflection of his time, rather than of the individual 
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man at the head of his contemporaries. His views of divine 
things are often profoimder and more comprehensive. They are 
even set forth more strikingly. This indeed was natural, since 
he had the advantage of a later development. It is only by 
comparison that the piece suffers as a whole, because it is good 
in itself, notwithstanding inferiority of style and diction. 
The depths of sin are evidently apprehended in a more evan- 
gelical light by the writer of the Elihu-^cction than by the 
older poet. The latter stands on the giddy height of the 
truth that there are human sufferings imcaused by antecedent 
actual sin, with a Wdness which makes us tremble ; for the 
unqualified maintenance of tlic position is dangerous as well as 
daring ; but the former, witli profounder insight into man’s 
moral corruption and the remains of inherent deprarity existing 
in the most pious, finds it difficult to reconcile the position of his 
predecessor with his ovti consciousness ; and therefore inserts an 
element which throws light upon the s\ifferings of the righteous 
approaching the New Testament splendour. Thus the ways of 
God towards man can be indicated in ])roportion to the nature 
of the view taken of sin. Man’s comparnihe not absolute inno- 
cence, even at his best, should be appreliended as a great fact. 
The deep depravity of human nature must be felt l)efore the 
righteousness of God can be reconciled with the sufierings of 
the righteous. 

In holding the later origin of this part, of the book we are 
glad to be associated with the best Hebrew critics : with Eich- 
hom, Stuhlmann, Bemstein, Ilirzel, Knobel, I)e AVette, Ewald, 
E. Meier, Magnus, Heiligstedt, llupleld, Delitzsch, Bleek, 
Renan, and others. Those who wish to sec what 8tickel, 
Schlottmann, Hahn, Ilavernick, Keil, Welle and others have 
to say in defence of the authenticity m’ll find an abstract of 
their arguments in Stahelin.^ 

How long after the older poet the author of Elihu’s discourses 
wrote, it is impossible to say. A century at least must be 
assumed. It must not for a moment he thought, that the 
author of the poem himself resumed his pen after a long in- 
terval, thinking he could perfect it by the addition of the piece. 
Such a conjecture on the part of Renan, is most unfortunate. 
In that case, a few simple changes in the rest of the poem would 
have made it fit in, without its present incongruity.* What led 
this unknown person to the undertaking was the existence of 
many things in Job which appeared objectionable and ofiensive ; 
especially as they are strongly uttered, without due limitation. 
These ideas, bordering as they do on the irreverent and blas- 

* Specielle Einleitu^, u. s. w., p. 436 et seqt^. 

* Le livre de Job, Etude sur le poeme, p. Ivii. 
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phemons, must have been a stumbling-block to pious minds — 
an offence to the sober and thoughtful. Not that there is any- 
thing objectionable in them which is not turned aside either 
by Job nimself, or by the Almighty after His appearance. 
But the refutation is not palpable or plain enough. A more 
effectual, intentional contradiction seemed desirable. This is 
what the writer undertook at a time when reverence for divine 
things had increased. He wished to supply the felt want, and 
so render the wonderful poem more acceptable to the minds of 
his countrymen in an age of national decline. Although, there- 
fore, he felt that the work proceeded from a master spirit soar- 
ing far beyond any other poet of his nation in loftiness of 
thought and power of imagination, he was not deterred from 
the task of adding to it ; because his puqx)sc was to make it 
more aeeossible to the calm apprehension of the earnest minds 
of the day. His aim was iipriglit and good. Lofty in its reach 
as the older production was, it exhibited a daring sublimity 
bordering on irreverence. Hence, although wanting in equal 
inspiratiem, he was not afraid to improve the work by the inser- 
tion of sucli things as should distinctly refute the unqualified 
protestations of Job respecting his innocence, and his charges 
against the Almighty himself. The insertion was readily re- 
ceived as being nion^ accordant with religious consciousness, 
and more consolatory to the suffering nation. 

Is there any idea absolutely new in Elihu^s discourses ? 
is the prec'ise relation they bear to those of the three friends, in 
res^x^t of thought Y I'he fonner question cannot bo answered 
in the affirmative, Eliphaz had said, “Behold, happy is the 
man whom God correcteth : therefore despise not thou the 
chastening of the Almighty,'* and Elihu expands the idea. But 
he does it in a way that shews no compassion for the sufferer. 
He is cold and disputative; not saying expressly that Job is a 
true servant of God, but rather treating him as one who had 
blasphemed the Almighty. Hence he affords no consolation 
to Job. The fundamental idea of the sjieeches of Elihu, as well 
as of the friends seems to be, that suffering always points to sin. 
It is inseparable from that sinfulness which cleaves to human 
nature; and must therefore contribute to the amelioration of the 
righteous. But in the three, the idea is always associated with 
strict retribution ; and is not carried out to its legitimate con- 
se^ences. In Elihu, the idea is developed so as to shew that 
suffering is a means of purifying. The corrective nature of 
suffering is dwelt upon more than its retributive character. 
Divine retribution recedes into the back ground; while the 
ameliorating aspect is prominently adduced. Thus while the 
one idea lies at the foun^tion of all the speeches, it is variously 
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apprehended and adduced. The darker aspect of it is browht 
out by the three; the more evangelical one by Elihu. The 
latter goes deeper and more comprehensively into the question, 
by coming nearer the New Testament ; while the former stand 
on Old Testament ground alone. In essence their doctrine is 
the same ; yet it is so diflerently treated as to make it dissimilar. 
The development is much better in the case of Elihu ’s discourses. 
Indeed the development in the mouth of the three friends 
hardly advances a step. Retribution in the present life stands 
out strongly in all they say ; the moral influence of affliction 
being only touched ujk)!! by Eliphaz, as if he apprehended it 
indistinctly. Elihu gives this subjective asjx^ct of affliction 
a prominence which shews the higher philosophy he had 
reached. Thus in looking at human suflering the stress laid 
upon di^dnc retribution and purifying ix>wcr is reversed by the 
three friends of Job, and by Elihu. 

If the preceebng obseiwutions be correct it follows that the 
character of Elihu has been greatly misapprehended by various 
critics. Jerome regards him as the representative ot* a philo- 
sophy which is hostile to faith, and false ; Gregory the Great, 
as a self-conceited prater. Tlie latter view has been taken by 
some modeiTis. Thus Herder speaks of his uttt'i'ances as the 
feeble, prolix babbling of a child. Tn like manner Eichhorn, 
Bertholdt, Yaihinger, Ilalin, Noyes, regard him as a conceited, 
assuming talker, coming forward with an air of great conse- 
quence ; supercilious, pretentious ; one who advanct s nothing of 
importance, and therefore none thinks it worth while to rejjly. 
We do not view the person and speeches of Elihu thus. If he 
be the creation of the older poet, it is highly iui])robable that 
the latter would have introdued such a person to spoil the cflect 
of his philosophical poem, and mar its coni])leteness. The gro- 
tesque figure would not only be superfluous, but distuibing, to 
the earnest tone of the work. The symmetry and seriousness 
would be injured. He can hardly be the representative of mere 
worldly philosophy, or purjx)selj depicted as a flipiiant youth 
who attempts to solve a problem which requires the personal 
manifestation of God himself to unriddle ; because both his ideas 
and their development bear a striking resemblance to those put 
into the mouth of Deity. This similarity forbids us to enter- 
tain the unworthy sentiments regarding him held by many ; or 
to view his tone and manner as designedly petiuant. The 
speaker is warm and earnest. What he says is good and true. 
T^e problem advances towards its solution under his hands. 
The germ of its right explanation is contained in his words. 
The most inartificial and ill-executed part of his discourses is 
the long introduction (xxxii. 6-xxxiii. 7), which is tedious and 
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inflated. In skill and manner it is much inferior to any part of 
the older poein. 

It is worthy of remark that the genealogy of Elihu is des- 
cribed in a different way from that of the three friends. Indeed 
nothing but a patronymic is applied to each; while Elihu's 
father is mentioned, his father’s country, and kindred. He was 
the son of Barachel the Buzite. The gentile noun Buzite comes 
from BuZy the appellation of a small race and region eastward of 
Palestine. Strange to say, the absurdity of deriving ‘'Buz” 
from “ in TJz,” that is, bom there, has been gravely proposed. 
He was of the kindred of Bam, probably Aram, a Nahorite race. 
But why this minute specification of Elihu ? Is it that the poet 
wishes it to be known that Elihu was the author of the work, 
after the manner of Oriental poets who introduce the author’s 
name towards the close in some concealed way ? So Lightfoot 
and Roseninuller conjecture. There is no example of such pro- 
cedure in Hebrew literature It is simply the peculiarity of 
another poet, who shews himself in this and other characteristics 
to be another ; else he would have contented himself with giving 
Eliliu’s countiy', as he did in the case of Job and the three 
friends. Elihu is a fictitious, not a real person. 

IX. What is thk problem of the book? — This question 
has been variously answered. 

1. Bauragarten-Crusius thinks, that the idea of true wis- 
dom is set forth. The different stages of such wisdom are re- 
presented by Job, the three friends, and Elihu ; simple piety, 
a legal mind, a conscious and wise religion.^ Here a legal 
mind should come first according to the natural order ; and the 
discourse of Jehovah is left out of account. The entire hypo- 
thesis is arbitrary and far-fetched, shewing no perception of the 
purport of the poem. It has therefore remained peculiar to the 
proposer. 

2. Some think that the work was designed to teach the im- 
mortality of the soul. Such wm in substance the opinion of 
Michaelis,* who supposed the author meant to shew, that the 
divine righteousness would not be manifested till a future world, 
after the resurrection, in which rewards and punishments should 
be bestowed on men according to their piety and godlessness. 
More recently it has been adopted by Ewald, who tries to shew 
that it is the fundamental idea.* He argues that it was neces- 
sary that the essence of the book should rest upon the eternal 
duration of the human spirit ; for how could external evil be 
completely overcome, if the spiiit maintains the struggle with 

* Oposoula theologica, p. 174 et seqq. 

3 Einlcitung'in das alto Testament, vol. i. p. 23 ot seqq. 

s Das Buch Ijob, p. 10 et seqq. 196 et seqq. 
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it even to the end, and is not fully conscioiw t^t it will not 
perish even when the last outwam good, life itself, is lost? 
Eternal evil, as such, is not necessarily the consequence and 
punishment of sin. It does not stand in actual relation to the 
inward worth of man, but merely excites the spirit to a higher 
consciousness, whereby it feels its eternal nature, and is led to 
overcome outward calamity by rising above it. The book of 
Job has the merit of preparing deci)er views of evil and of the 
soul’s immortality, transmitting tliem as fruitful germs to all 
futurity. Yet the truth in question appears as a wish and a 
hope. It remains in the distant background. It was fresh to 
the poet and new, wTung out from the depths of consciousness 
by necessity. A settled and firm Ixdief it was not. It had 
more of the nature of a foreshadowing, longing desire. The few 
passages in which the idea appears are, xiv. 13-15 ; xvi. 18, 19 ; 
3dx. 23, 29. 

Schlottmann adopts in ]>art the same opinion as Ewald, but 
modifies and improves it. lie looks upon the certainty of im- 
mortality only as a single and subordinate imrticular in the 
solution of the theoretical difficulty ; and finds tlie true solution of 
the problem in the deeper understanding of the Divine Being 
and his ways expressed by Elihu, and previously strained after 
by Job in the tliird series of discourses.' 

This h}q)othe8is scorns to us improbable. The very way in 
which Ewald proposes it, vouches for its rejection. Surely it is 
unlikely that the poet would make an idea obscurely adduced in 
two or three places, and which at the best is nothing more than 
a shadowy apprehension of future existence that floats in the 
discourses of Job without firm inherence, the centre of the whole 
work. If it was perfectly new' to the writer, ho mast have felt 
the necessity of adducing it with greater prominence, that it 
might pervade the minds of the pious and reflecting. The 
epilogue is contrary to such an explanation, because the solution 
of the problem is given there in the shape of outward facts. 
Job is rewarded with the double of what he had lost. Accord- 
ing to Ewald, however, he had lost nothing, and should not 
have been so recompensed. The prologue is also opposed to it ; 
for it is there shewn that the calamities of Job are a temptation 
or trial which cannot be lasting. But they are real calamities, 
as well as internal evil. The discourses of the three friends also 
do not presuppose the suflerer insensible to ill because it has no 
actual relation to his immortal nature. The speeches of Elihu 
are adverse to the hypothesis. In short, the idea of the soul’s 
immortality occupies too subordinate and shadowy a place in 

1 Bach Hiob, a. c. w. Einleitong, p. 48, et leqq. 
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the work to be taken as the centre of the problem discussed. 
Had it been proposed as a clear, definite, immistakeable matter 
of faith in the speeches of Job, or in the prologue and epilogue, 
we should assent to the view in question; but an evanescent 
longing for immortality qttered in a very few places, can hardly 
be converted into so much importance. The leading idea of the 
work cannot be that of immortality, else it would appear in 
stronger colours and broader outline.^ 

3. Others think that the book has a national reference. The 
nation suffering, afflicted, or captive is pourtrayed in the pious 
Job, and directed to a better faith in God as a righteous 
Governor who does not forsake His people. Some think that 
the friends of Job symbolise the prophets with their admonitions, 
who are afterwards blamed for having spoken amiss. Among 
such as adopt this national aspect of the book there is consider- 
able difference of detail. Tlius Warburton, who carries out the 
allegorical interpretation farther than others, understands by 
the three friends Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem ; and by Job's 
wife, the idolatrous women with whom the Jews had contracted 
marriages.* 

The problem proposed in the book is of wider and deeper 
import than a nation's changing experiences, else it loses both 
its importance and difficulty. Nations are always punished for 
wrong-doing in the present world. Theirs is a visible and 
marked calamity. Their retribution takes place here. But it is 
otherwise >\dth mdividuals. Good men are afflicted in the world. 
Bad men prosper and prevail, lletribution in their case may 
not appear. The dilfieulty of the problem lies mainly in vindi- 
cating the divine righteousness along with personal integrity. 
If persons who give undeniable c\ddenco of upi^ht motives and 
steady principle suffer in the world, how can God be just and 
wise to allow' it? The suffering nation could have received no 
comfort from any solution of tlie problem contained in the woik. 
Unqualified submission to the divine will could hardl}' soothe its 
sorrows. To be told that it should bow submissively to its fate 
were poor consolation. The problem must therefore concern tke 
fate of mdividuals. The book cannot have been intended to 
symbolise the nation generally in any of the characters intro- 
duced ; nor to support it amid its calamities by a better hope. 
The people w'ore not in captivity at the time. They were not 
then grievously oppressed. They had forsaken God, and were 
gradually tending towards decay. What would have been 
appropriate to them, was the stirring voice of some mighfy 
prophet to arouse them from torpor and call them to repentance. 

1 Dm Buch Hiob. u. 8. w. Einleitung, pi). 49, 50. 

t Bivine legation of Mobob, Book n. eection 2* 
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The discossioii of a philosophioo-religious problem could scarcely 
touch the sluggish body, or bring it to a right sense of sin. 
Considering the old genuine production, without the speeches of 
Elihu, what is the problem discussed by the writer ? It is this, 
how the sufferings of the righteous are connected with the pro- 
vidence of a just God. Of course the converse is necessarily 
touched upon — the consistency of the prosperity of the wicked 
with the same righteous government. 

The Jewish mind must have had great difficulty in resolving 
a problem of this nature, because the religion of Moses pre- 
sented nothing else than temporal rewards and punishments. 
The beginnings of speculation respecting it are seen in the 
psalms ; especially in the thirty-seventh, forty-ninth, and 
seventy-third. In these odes the writers come to the conclusion 
that both the prosjierity of the wicked and the misfortune ef the 
pious arc temjx)rar5’. Tlie former does not continue ; and the 
pious will be at last restored to honour by God. Their pos- 
terity also will inherit the curse or blessing of the two classes. 
Traces of a deeper solution appear in expressions which indicate 
a con^dction of the vanit}' of mere earthly prosperity, and of 
real abiding happiness being found only in communion with 
God, accompani^ by faint forebodings of such happiness sur- 
viving death itself and enduring for ever. 

In Job the question takes a more comprehensive range, rising 
to the consideration of the moral government of the W'orld, or 
how far the wisdom and justice of God apj)car to pervade the 
arrangements of the present system. This is a new attempt of 
the same theological speculation, wdiich the progressive experi- 
ences of individuals as w ell as of the whole nation contributed to 
produce. The increasing embarrassments of life and the fate of 
the nation ever becoming darker stirred the foundations of faith 
more deeply, and induced a higher reflectiveness. The mind 
was thus strengthened for deeper exercises. Si)eculation was 
impelled to make new attempts, and the development of the 
inner nature was promoted.' 

If these observations be just, it is superfluous to point out the 
absurdity of making the problem of the book to be. Does Job 
serve God for nought, Le., is Job’s virtue unselfish P There is 
no problem in debate between God and Satan. The poet did 
not cast his work in such a mould. Equally absurd is it to say 
that there is a problem between Job and nis friends, as well as 
one between God and Satan ; the former being, 'What is the 
62!|planation of Job’s sufiferings ? a question minor to the great 
problem and diflferent from it. All such distinctions shew mis- 
apprehension of the work. 

' See llupfeld, Deutsche ZeiUchrift fiir christlichc Wissenschaft, 1850 , Nos. 85 - 37 . 
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The design of the writer was to demonstrate the insufficiency 
of the current doctrine of compensation. Like previous psalm- 
writers, he wished to purify and deepen the ^pimr faith. The 
old law was pervaded by the doctrine of strict retribution. It 
held forth the invariable connection between virtue and pros- 
perity, guilt and sufPering. Blessings in this life were associated 
with its fulfilment ; with its neglect or violation, calamities. 
Divine justice was seen on earthy punishing the wicked out- 
wardly, and rewarding the good. As a man lives, so he fares 
in the world — that was the genius of Mosaismr Experience, 
however, is often at variance with this doctrine. We see the 
godly suffering the blasts and blight of adversity, while the 
wicked flourish and prosper. The world presents examples, 
both of high-minded men living upright lives and oppressed 
with misfortune, and of successful villains. Here the popular 
Hebrew faith was contradicted by appearances. The divine 
retribution held out w^as violated. The mind of the poet- 
philosopher, iK)werfully aftected by the sufierings of the pious, 
could find no comfort in this doctrine. As he brooded over it, 
it seemed jejune and cheerless. He tried therefore to get beyond 
it into a region where all might not be dark, but some ray of 
hope perchance might dawn, and God appear other than unjust. 
He felt that the prevailing opinion respecting God’s justice in 
the prosperity and adversity of his creatures w^as not well- 
founded. The wicked oft succeed ; the good often sufler. The 
force of experience, internal and external, pressed upon his 
reason. There must therefore be a better way of judging about 
the distribution of good and evil than the old established one. 
There must be a dce|)cr and more comprehensive riew of the 
ways of proridence towards men. On tlie one hand, the jus- 
tice of God must be maintained. Whatever takes place under 
His rule must be right. On the other, the lives of the sufiering 
pious cannot be overlooked. How is the Deity just in allowing 
them to be oppressed wdth misfortune ? WTiat then is the solu- 
tion which the writer attains to ? How' far does his struggling 
mind reach ? Does he get at nothing more than the untenable- 
ness of Mosaism ; or does he arrive at an adequate solution of 
the problem P 

No adequate solution can be furnished on the ground of the 
Jewish economy. It is only by the gospel of Jesus Christ that 
a certainty of righteous compensation ^ter death is unfolded. 
There is tne Christian’s comfort. There the ways of God toward 
man are fully vindicated. Life and immortality are brought to 
light by Christianity alone. We need not, therefore, expect a 
satisfactory solution from the author of the book. All that can 
be reasonably looked for is some approach to it-Hsomething 
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beyond this current Mosaism where all is m3r8tery and darkne^ 
Tli^ preyailing doctrine of strict retribution in the present life 
is shadowed forth in the discourses of the three friend. Among 
the Jewish people it was usually held as they enunciate it. They 
represent the current faith of toe nation, yiz., that the good and 
bad which befal mankind in this life are regulated by their con- 
duct. If therefore the righteous are visited with adversity, they 
must have committed such sins as bring upon them retributive 
justice. Yet this faith, though the current one, should scarcely 
oe identified with the true theocratic doctrine. It caimot be 
said that they give it exactly according to the law. Indeed it 
could not be so propounded in a course of reasoning upon it. 
Whenever one begins to discuss the doctrine and deduce its 
consequences, he recedes from the simple statement of it in the 
law of Moses. They rightly infer that outward sufferings are 
always a punishment for sins committed. It is a wrong deduction 
on their part that sin is always punished with a degree of out- 
ward intensity proportioned to its greatness. We admit that 
such a conclusion is natural, though it be not legitimate. 

The gifted writer sets forth the current doc^trine very strik- 
ingly. He reasons upon and expands it. He urges it in all its 
nakedness. How comfortless it is, the speeches of Job shew. 
It is revolting to man’s higher consciousness. Both the pure 
heart feeling that it has uniformly aimed at the highest good, 
and the clear understanding in the sincerity of its convictions, 
rebel against it. The higher and more conscientious the mo- 
tives, the loss are they satisfied with it. To an imperfect state 
of civilization, when men’s desires are sensuous, Mosaism soems 
well adapted, because it appeals to the lower nature. But when 
advanced civilization, intelligence, spirituality, noble aims, and 
upright conduct prevail, a conflict with it arises. 

A better doctrine is put into the mouth of Job, who shews 
that divine justice cannot be vindicated on the ground of out- 
ward prosperity or adversity exclusively. External calamities, 
he argues, are not the proper test of sins committed. His utter- 
ances set forth the struggles of a mind like that of the writer 
emerging out of the old doctrine. Both experience and con- 
sciousness testify that there is often opposition between men’s 
condition and merits ; that their lot in life is so unequal as to 
impugn the universality of earthly retribution. The doubts are 
strongly expressed, often irreverently, always naturally ; because 
a spirit wrung with unutterable angpuish gives vent to its feelings 
in words unqualified and unstudied. I^metimes the sp^er 
ajppears to overstate the case, in conveying the sentiment that 
the wicked are generally more prosperous than the righteous. 
In the bitterness of his soul he blames God himself, casing in 
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question the justice of His moral government because of the 
int^rity of innocent sufferers. 

MOW far then is Job the representative of a better doctrine ? 
He struggles to free his mind from the trammels of national 
belief, and almost succeeds. But on the whole he attains to 
nothing more than the doctrine of unlimited acquiescence in the 
divine counsels and will. No decided opinion is pronounced 
respecting the ways of Providence, or the causes of prosperity 
and adversity in the world. Man’s duty is to acquiesce in the 
arrangements of infinite power and wisdom. Doubts of the 
divine justice should be silenced hy the consideration of an 
omniscient and omnipotent Ruler. Complete submission to the 
Majesty of heaven is inculcated. Thus the question is not 
solved. All that is done is to prepare the way for its solution, 
by reminding feeble man that the counsels of God, though un- 
fathomable, are wise. The hero of the poem is very anxious to 

S metrate the mystery of divine providence. Nor does the 
eity reprove him for so wishing. He reminds him however 
that it is inscrutable ; and in view of such obscurity it is better 
not to pry too curiously into the matter, but to be still and wait, 
remembering that the Abuighty Jehovah is all- wise, that He 
does not give to man an account of Ilis doings, but expects an 
immediate and unconditional surrender on the part of His crea- 
tures. The epilogue of itself would shew that the poet was not 
able to get beyond the doctrine of strict retribution which he 
endeavoured to combat in the discussion : but the prologue in- 
dicates a glimpse of sufferings being something else than 
retributive in the world — ^iz., permitted for the trial and 
strengthening of faith. And there are two passages in the 
speeches of Job which carry the problem a little farther by 
intimating a state of conscious existence beyond the grave. The 
germ of the doctrine of immortality lies in them. The writer 
catches glimpses of it. In the earnest longings of his mind he 
gives utterance to the dim perception of immortal life — the an- 
ticipation of a future existence in which he should not be 
separated from God. But these were moments of high inspira- 
tion that did not continue. They were the dawning of a better 
doctrine on his spirit. As an incipient evangelism they lifted the 
poet above his age and nation, transporting him within the very 
shadow of Christianity. Thus amid the conflict of the old re- 
tribution-doctrine and Hebrew philosophy, the poet had almost 
^t out of the former. He could not resist struggling against 
it, till he took refuge at last in the idea of Almighty w^om, 
where lies the undeveloped germ of the doctrine of immortality. 
The new faith triumph^ in part over the old ; for Job silenew 
his opponents. In the fierce conflict between them, the popular 
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belief lost ground ; although the writer could not rise to a clear 
belief of immortality. Thus the question is so far cleared up 
under the religious ethics of the minstrel-philosopher as to pre- 
vent despair and to silence murmuring at the inequalities of the 
divine dispensations. The suffering rigliteous are not left with- 
out comfort. Though the design of afflictions in the case of the 
upright be not known, they should lead to the entire submission 
of the heart to Jehovah — to a perfect faith in the wisdom, as 
well as the justice, of the most High. It is a marvellous ad- 
vance on the part of the gifted poet into the domain of religious 
knowledge to shew that piety may be disinterested. It is true, 
that this is not presented in the purest form ; yet it does 
appear in the example of Job. The virtuous spirit can arrive at 
no ulterior point even under the New Testament. In this 
respect the writer tends toward that exalted Christianity so 
beautifully described by John, in whicli tlic believer loves God 
because He is love ; not because He has a reward to bestow in a 
future world. An outward and carnal dispensation could not 
exhibit such love of God in Christ Jesus : tlie writer approaches 
it in setting forth the disinterestedness of Job^s piety. 

From these remarks it will be seen, that the main result at 
which the poet arrives is solely a negative one. Ho shews the 
problem to be simply insoluble. This, however, is an important 
advance beyond the Psalms. He transfers it from the region of 
speculation to that of faith, and puts an end to the discussion for 
ever by proving it to be both intellectually and morally beyond 
the grasp of man. But though the result be negative, it is not 
without a positive clement. So far it is practical. A finn 
adherence to the wisdom and righteousness of God is inculcated. 
This is the main conclusion of the dialectic poem before us. 
What points beyond it is not expressly stated. Yet there is a 
glimmering anticipation of a higher and hidden solution of the 
mystery outside the circle of man’s vision. Not till heaven be 
opened by Christianity, where mankind may see their Father 
more nearly, can this faith of submission to tho divine arrange- 
ments become a satisfying principle which blesses the immortal 
spirit in communion with Him. Care should be taken not to 
represent Mosaism and the later doctrine of future judgment as 
antagonistic in themselves. The former had no distinct reference 
to immortality, and therefore gave occasion to selfish views of 
religion. It wanted what was subsequently revealed. It was 
an initiatory institution adapted to the Jewish mind in a certain 
age. Objective and sensuous, it deterred men from evil, and 
pompted them to good, by earthly considerations. But even 
in this the later doctrine of Scripture did not contradict it. It 
only advanced farther. Future rewards and punishments were 
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brought out to view under the new economy : under the Mosaic 
they were simply unknown. The law was silent respecting 
them : it did not deny that they would be. This silence of the 
law led to the notion that calamity in the present life was 
merely retributive. 

Let us see particularly how the theme is developed. Great 
skilb with true poetic spirit, is displayed in the manner of its 
treatment. A prologue introduces the subject to the reader^s 
attention. According to it an eminently pious man is sud- 
denly overtaken by misfortune. Satan has got "permission to 
afflict him. But though he is the immediate author of Job’s 
calamities, the allegorical scene in heaven intimates that 
God intends a trial of tlio sufferer’s virtue. Notwithstanding 
the loss of all his property and children, as well as a severe 
disease affecting his person, and the evil suggestion of his wife, 
the godly man continues true to the Lord. Three friends come 
to console him. Their long silence, as they sit regarding him 
with feelings of pity, irritates his spirit. He breaks the silence 
in language of impassioned complaint, cursing the day of his 
birth. Here is an indirect accusation of tlie divine justice 
in the government of the world, provoking the friends to reply 
to his irreverent words. A discussion commences between 
him and the speakers respecting the cause of the sufferings 
endured by the righteous. Tlie argument is conducted in the 
form of a dialogue or controversy. The substance of what the 
three allege is, that misery always presupposes giidt — that 
every one who is punished in this life is punished for his sins — 
and that therefore he is suffering the just consequence of great 
crime. Tliey look upon the outward state of men as the index 
and evidence of the favour or displeasure of God. Hence they 
exhort Job to repent of his guilt. 

The reply of the sufferer is that he is upriglit, and is there- 
fore har^y dealt with by God who afflicts both the righteous 
and wicked. Confident of the justice of his cause he avows his 
hope and conviction that Jehovah will hereafter appear as the 
vindicator of his innocence ; and reproaches the fiiends with 
advancing imjust charges against him to ingratiate themselves 
with the Almighty. 

The interest of the narrative increases as the speakers become 
warmer and more impetuous. At tii'st they are cautious in their 
assertions; but are gradually less guarded. Their statements 
become wider and more sweeping. Thus at the commencement 
the three merely insinuate that Job’s afflictions must have been 
caused by great sins : by and bye they openly charge him with 
secret crimes. Speaking with greater asperity they repeat their 
charges of impiety against Job more strongly. In the some 
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man Her, the sufferer’s defence, mild and moderate at first, be- 
comes more vehement. He asserts his innocence with greater 
confidence, denies the frequency of the divine judgments on 
wicked men, and maintains that if God himself were to erect a 
tribunal he would bo acquitted there. With consummate ability 
the same sentiments, differently expressed according to the age 
and character of the three friends, are put into their mouths. 
Eliphaz, the oldest, takes the lead, speaking with most dignity 
and importance. Bildad has more sharpness and warmth, but 
less fullness and skill in arguing. Zophar, the youngest, begins 
violently, but soon becomes weak and tame. 

The language of the parties should not be narrowly scanned 
as if it were prose. AVe should also remember its adaptation 
to the exciting situation of the speakers, who are not always 
right, though uttering many just and true sentiments. The 
friends err in supposing that the sufferings of the righteous in 
this life are invariably the result of crimes on their part. By 
arguing that sins are always punished and virtue always re- 
warded with adversity and prosperity resjx?ctively, they are 
open to animadversion. Job is also wrong in maintaining his 
integrity so strongly as to accuse God of injustice in the moral 
government of the world. He rebels occasionally against the 
righteous administration of the Almighty, because he has wit- 
nessed the frequent prosperity of the wicked, and is unable 
to see in bis own case why the Deity sboidd grievously smite. 
Though he has the advantage of his opp^monts in the argument, 
he takes a suixjrficial view of sin, and has an exaggerated idea 
of his innocence. 

The friends are put to silence, so that Zophar ventures to say 
nothing in the third series of the controversy. Here a new 
disputant steps forward. Elihu as a young man had waited 
till Job and his friends had finished speaking. He undertakes 
to shew that both parties were wrong ; the friends in maintain- 
ing that greater sufferings imply greater crimes and are always 
a punishment for sins committed ; the former in arguing with 
the Almighty and calling His justice in question. He adduces 
some thoughts on the disciplinary nature of calamities. Afflic- 
tion is intended to correct men by shewing their inherent sin- 
fulness, and leading to the exercise of a simple trust in God, 
who removes the affliction when it has produced humility. 
The goodness as well as the justice of the Almighty may be 
discerned in suffering, when it points the righteous to a higher 
worldly happiness. All creation shews the power and justice of 
ike Almighty ; how then can a man assert that he suffers in- 
nocently F 

Jehovah now appears and speaks out of the whirlwind, point- 
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ing out how foolishly Job had questioned the divine justice. 
The sufferer submits to God, and repents of his sin. Ele bows 
in lowliness of spirit before the Divine Majesty. The three 
friends are reproved for maintaining that there is an invariable 
connection between external condition and the state of the heart 
towards God ; as well as for their harsh treatment of a inend 
in distress. 

It is very probable that the Israelites did not attach much 
importance at first to this grand poem. It had no canonical 
authority when it was written, llather was it looked upon as an 
artificial and profane composition. Yet it should not be thence 
inferred with Kenan* that great freedom was taken with its text ; 
or that copies were not alike, because each person introduced 
into them something after his own taste. This is not the right 
manner of accounting for a number of singularities in the text. 
Tlie difficulties which arc now insurmountable did not spring 
from earh^ cop 5 dsts disfiguring the logical sequence of the dis- 
courses by their officious meddling. To expect with Kenan that 
if old authorities were now found, they would shew a better text 
than the present, is vain assumption. In a few cases alone 
should the higlier criticism be applied to the text of the book, 
which has suttered no more than other sacred poems from the 
hands of tlie copyists. l*robably it has been less corrupted 
than most. 

The science of the book is exactly in harmony with the 
genius of the 8emitic peoples, who are characterised by the 
absence of scientific instinct. A severe monotheism shuts up 
man within the continual thought of his powerlessness, ex- 
cluding metaphysical speculation and consequently all ap- 
proach to a refined theology. Accordingly the system of 
the world presented in the poem is very simple : God the 
Creator and universal Agent animates all beings with His 
breath and produces at once all the phenomena of nature. 
Angels form Uis court around him, pure and holy ; among 
whom, however, one accuser sometimes appears. Semitic 
meteorology is conditioned and determined by the same rigid 
monotheism. The clouds and the space above them are the 
habitation and special domain of God, who governs everything 
thence. There are the reservoirs ; His arsenals, pa^ions. 
Thence He fetches storms, making them His messengers in 
dealing out retribution. Thunder is always viewed as a theo- 
fihanyy marking the descent of God to earth. The noise of it 
is His voice. Lightning is His light ; and the electric flame the 
arrows hurled from His hand. In all this tiiere is no trace of 


^ Le livre de Job, pp. lTiii.-lxi. 



224 


THE BOOK OF JOB. 


the great idea expressed by lavo^ of nature — the basis of modem 
philosophy. Everything is miracle. Admiration peoples the 
world with marvels. The character of greatness is attributed to 
what is inexplicable; and therefore everything whose cause 
is unknown is a motive for man's humiliation and the divine 
glory. Even in the monstrous and obscure God is seen. Thus 
animals shew in some respects the power of Deity better than 
man^ because they are in more direct dependence on Him ; while 
reason and liberty are in partial rebellion. Ignorance is a wor- 
ship ; curiosity an outrage. How different this is from the 
Aryan characteristics need not be described. Among the pri- 
mitive Aryans nature was peopled with life. Every element 
became a divinity. The tendency to polytheism and mytho- 
logy was involved in this conception of natui'C ; yet a scientific, 
metaphysical spirit was fostered. Instead of being shut up in 
the narrow circle of an undeveh»pcd Monotheism they looked 
into the causes of things. They had an idea of the laws of 
nature} 

X. Job XIX. 25-27. — Much has been written on the meaning 
of this passage. Opinions respecting it may bo reduced to throe. 

1. Some regard it as a noble confession of faith in the Re- 
deemer. This has been held by Pfeiffer, Schultcns, ^lichaelis, 
Velthusen, Rosenmuller, Drs. Good, Hales and J. P. Smith. 
Those who do so usually think that the words imply a belief 
in the resurrection and judgment. 

It is not easy to gather together any tangible evidence on 
behalf of this hypothesis. One tiling relied on is the word 

Redeemer, The term properly means hlood-arenger or 

kinsman. It is no where else applied to the Messiah, though 
often used of God as redeeming and delivering Israel from the 
bondage of Egypt, from the Babylonian exile, etc.. Ex. vi. G; 
Is. xliii. 1 ; xlviii. 20, etc. Even granting that the term may 
be appropriated to the Jilessiah in one place of the New Testa- 
ment, it does not follow that such is its sense in the Old. 
It signifies deliverer or vindicator in the passage before us, 
meaning the Almighty. The erroneous translation, at the 
last [dayj he will arise [in judgment] upon dust [mankind],” 
has contributed to support the same hypothesis. The last day 
is not intimated. Neither is his arising in judgment or triumph. 
Nor does dust mean mankind or the ruins of mortality. In 
like manner, the view has been favoured by the improper ver- 
sion even from my flesh, instead of loithout flesh. It is the ex- 
treme of perverted interpretation to find the incarnation in the 
passage as well as the resurrection. That a Jew could have held 


^ Benan, Le Hyre de Job, p. Ixyiii. et seqq. 
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the Christian doctrine of the Messiah’s incarnation is a singular 
assertion, betraying total ignorance of the genius of Mosaism 
and of the Old Testament generally. The patriarchs had no 
conception of the res^ection of the body. The idea of it was 
unknown to them. T&eir faith did not even embrace a belief 
in the immortality of the soul. Let the passage be tortured as 
it will, to bring the doctrines of the incarnation and resurrection 
out of it implies their previous insertion, in the face of reason 
and hermeneutics. 

The passage xiv. 7-12 has also been adduced as a proof that 
the writer of the book was acquainted with the doctrine of 
the resurrection of the body. “ For there is hope of a tree 
if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the 
tender branch thereof will not cease. Though the root thereof 
wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the ground, 
yet through the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth 
Doughs like a plant. But man dieth and wasteth away : yea, 
man giveth up the ghost, and where is he ? As the waters fail 
from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up : so man 
lieth down and riseth not : till the heavens be no more they 
shall not awake nor be raised out of their sleep.’’ The sense 
here is, not that man should continue in the grave only till the 
heavens should pass away, and then awake after their dissolu- 
tion, to a new life ; but that he should never awake, since 
everlasting duration is elsewhere attributed to the heavens (Ps. 
Ixxxix. 3fl, 37 ; cxlviii. 6 ; Jer. xxxi. 36). The fate of a tree 
is said to be better than that of man ; which it would not be, 
if the place teaches the resurrection to life. 

2. Others think that Job expresses his firm conviction that 
God will yet appear even in this life as the avenger of his inno- 
cence. Thougli reduced to a mere skeleton, his skin broken to 
pieces and his flesh disappearing through the consuming in- 
fluence of disease, he shall yet behold Grod. Accordingly this 
expectation is fulfilled. His integrity is vindicated by the ap- 
pearance of God. 

In favour of this view, are alleged the declarations of Job in 
other places, as vii. 8, 9 ; x. 20-22 ; xiv. 7-15 ; xvii. 11-16, 
which express no belief in the existence of a future state ; the 
fact that neither Elihu alludes to a future life of retribution as a 
source of consolation, nor God himself ; and that the Jewish com- 
mentators in searching for proofs of the doctrine of a future life 
do not adduce this passage. Of more weight are the objections 

founded on the language ; for refers to the grave or 

Bepulchre elsewhere in the book, xvii. 16 ; xx. 11 ; xxi. 26. It 
is more natural therefore to &pply the phrase to the grave than 

VOL. IT. 15 
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to the wasting process of disease — to explain it in contrsHtt to 
the twenty-sixth verse, rather than by xli. 25. In like manner, 
the words ** after my skin/* etc. etc., are more consonant to 
deprivation of life than extreme emaciation.^ 

3. We hold that the hope of Job here expressed refers to his 
seeing God after death as a vindicator of his integrity. The 
sufferer clings to the belief that even beyond death he should 
behold the Deity attesting his innocence. 

This view agrees best with the words of the passage. Nor is 
it discordant with anything else in the book. The passages 
xvii. 18-16; xiv. 13-16; xvi. 18-25 imply no more than that 
the speaker conceived of himself in the future as in a dark and 
joyless subterranean abode, the shadow of this present life. 
jBeyond this life there was nothing but an indistinct and 
shs^owy existence. All that can be deduced from them on the 
part of the speaker was that ho had a dim foreboding of future 
existence, which could afford no consolation to the mind. There 
was nothing distinct, clear, or definite in the idea ; for Sheol 
was conceived to be a land of shadows. In the jiassage before 
us the hope of Job penetrates beyond this limit. Though 
the general drift of the book may warrant no higher belief than 
what is expressed in other places, it is not opposed to a higher. 
It may occur in a solitary passage and be prominent there, 
without being adduced elsewhere ; especially as it does not solve 
the general problem because it is not a future state of retribution. 
The belief expressed is merely that of the soul's separate, con- 
scious existence after death. The hope of Job is therefore re- 
presented as piercing through the shades of Sheol, and rising 
to a belief in life beyond the grave. The soul of the sufferer 
will live after his body has dissolved in dust. In a moment 
of unusual inspiration the poet brings forth this precious 
thought, which soon disappears again. The idea was an 
extempore flight of faith, which had no influence in resolving 
the problem discussed in the book ; for the issue of the whole 
is that Job sees God on this side the grave and receives an 
attestation of his integrity. As a reward of his faith the 
Deity comes down to him in love before his dying, to declare 
his innocence of the crimes laid to his charge. Thus the 
solution does not advance beyond the point contained in the 
Pentateuch. 

From these remarks it will be seen, that while we reject the 
Mesoanic exposition of the passage involving the doctrine of 
resurrection and general judgment, we also reject the view 
which finds nothing more than a firm assurance of God's future 


' Soe on book of Job, p. 144 et leqq., secoild odition. 
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vindioatioii of Job’s integrity firom tbe nnji^st accusations of 
bis friends before be died, ^t appears more natural to i^^d 
^e passage as expressing an expectation of immortality. Tbe 
spirit of Job pierces into futurity, beyond Sbeol; and con- 
fidently hopes for a vision of Grod interposing to assert bis 
righteousness. At this particular crisis bis faith penetrated 
farther into tbe future than before. The poet who puts such 
language into Job’s mouth was not aware of tbe extent of mean- 
ing to which a calm thinker might carry out bis words: bis 
habitual ideas of a future state were those of his age and nation ; 
as we may infer from the fact, that other passages present the 
ordinary iaeas of Shoel in and considerably after the Solomonic 



burst and triumph of faith on the part of tbe ini^ired poet ; 
not a settled and serious belief. The doctrine of immortality 
gleams forth in the passage like a solitary star in the darkness, 
bre^ng out at once to the view of the admiring beholder ; 
but only to be hid immediately in surrounding clouds and 
shadows. 

We are glad to be confirmed in our opinion by the authority 
of Ewald, VaUiinger, Umbreit, Hupfeld, Hoelemann, Koenig, 
and Delitzseh. 

It is very unfortunate that the English version of the para- 
graph should be so incorrect as to prevent the true sense from 
being seen. The following is offer^ as literal and faithful to 
the original : — 

But I know, ray vindicator lives, 

And the last, he will arise over the dust ; 

Yea, after my skin, when this [bo^] is destroyed. 

Even without ray flesh shall I see God ; 

^ Yea, I shall sec him for myself ; 

, Mine eyes shtdl behold liim, none other [shall do so] ; 

My reins pine away [with longing] within mei*’ 

should not be taken as a noun, of which there is no 
example elsewhere. It is properly an adjective ; and is w used 
here. We cannot therefore adopt Ewald’s iVacAwu»w---^after- 
man — a noim in apposition with Goel, To suppose any allusion 
in it to Messiah’s incarnation is anti- Jewish. The Jews never 
thought of Messiah as properly divine or God. Their mono- 
theism would have revolted against the idea. Messiah is never 
presented as God in the Old Testament. 

XI. Job XIV. 13-15.-^** Oh that thou wouldest bide me in tbe 
mve, that thou wouldest* keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, 
fliat thou jrould^t appoint me a set time,^ and remembejr me ! 
If a man die, shall he live again ? All the days of my appointed 
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time will I wait, till my change come. Thou shalt call, and I 
will answer thee : thou wilt have a desire to the work of thine 
hands.” The thirteenth verse expresses a wish that Job’s abode 
in the gloomy region of the dead may not be everlasting, but 
that, delivered from the under world, he may be permitted to 
return to a new life. Separated from life ho seems cut off from 
God’s remembrance. But the first hemistich of the fourteenth 
verse starts an objection to the possibility of the wish uttered in 
the thirteenth being fulfilled. He reflects that he is but a man, 
who when dead cannot be remembered by God. Can he that 
dies, live? The second member of the fourteenth verse refers 
immediately to the thirteenth. The wish already uttered breaks 
forth again, and the speaker thinks of its fulfilment. He says 
that he will wait all the da^^s of his appointed warfare — his 
time of abode on earth and in the realms of Hades — till his 
change come — t.^., till he be relieved from that service below. 
The fifteenth verse is explanatory of the way in which the 
change will take place. ‘‘Thou shalt call and I will follow 
thee ; thou wilt have a desire after the work of thine own 
hands ; ” as if God cannot suffer His own creatures to perish. 
Thus Job wavers between despair and confidence. Sometimes 
he is struck with the idea that man is never resuscitated; at 
other times he thinks that God might recal him to life, and 
compares himself in Hades to a soldier on duty waiting to be 
relieved. It is apparent, therefore, that the passage expresses 
the same hope of immortality as that in xix. 25-27. It does not, 
however, imply a clear perception of that doctrine. All that is 
intimated is a groping after it — a passing conception of man’s 
immortality, after release from Hades. The poet shrinks from 
the thought of an eternal separation from God ; and therefore 
he speaks as if he felt it could not take place. The belief of im- 
mortality dawned indistinctly on his mind — or rather it flitted 
across it with a momentary gleam of light overshadowing, for 
the time, the conviction of his reason. He had therefore arrived 
at the very verge of a region where the problem agitating his 
soul would have been fully solved ; yea he crossed the frontier 
by yielding to the momentary impulse of the divinity that 
stirred within him. An outburst of his higher nature 1^ him 
to the dim apprehension of immortal life.^ 

XII. Job XVI. 18, 19. — “ O earth, cover not thou my blood, 
and let my enr have no place. Also now, behold, my witness is 
in heaven, and my record is on high.” Some find in these verses 
also the hope or anticipation of immortality. The meaning of 
. them appears to be, “ May I, if I must die innocent, obtain after 

' 1 See Bibliotheca Sacra for May and August, 1649 ; article, Spirituality of iho 

^ booh if Job. 
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my death the recognition of my integrity. Even now there is 
a silent witness in heaven perfectly conscious of my innocence.” 
Job expects to be justified by God, who knows his integrity. 
Does he expect it m the present life? So we infer from the 
twenty-second verse. He looks for it soon, even before his ap- 
proacning end, believing that he may live to see the testimony 
of God on his behalf. It was not necessary that the acquittal 
should be delayed till after his death. He hopes that his wish 
may be antecedently fulfilled. If this interpretation be correct, 
the passage expresses no hope of immortality on the part of the 
speaker. 

XIII. Job XXII. 15-20. — ^Among the many sentiments incor- 
rectly found in the book of Job is a reference to the former 
destruction of the world by water and to its final dissolution by 
fire, said to have been prophesied by Enoch before the deluge, 
and to have been known to Noah, who transmitted it to his 
family ; and therefore it was subsequently communicated to Job 
and his friends. In the last speech of Eliphaz we find the 
following (xxii. 15-20) : — 

/ 


Wilt thou hold fast the old way 
Which wicked men have trodden, 

Who were cast in chains before the time, 

Whose firm foundation became a flowing stream, 
Who said unto God “depart from us,” 

And wliat can the Almighty do for them ? 

Yet he filled their houses with blessing. 

^ay the counsel of the wicked be far from me.) 
The righteous shall see it and rejoice, 

The innocent shall laugh them to scorn. 

“ Truly our adversaries are destroyed. 

The fire hjis eousunied what they left.” 


Here Job is warned, lest in his sinful obstinacy he should be 
like the sinners of the old world who suffered premature destruc- 
tion. The expression a floicing stream may perhaps refer to the 
flood, but more probably to Sodom and Gomorrah, who were 
desolated by a fiery flood. The language of the impious people 
is given in the words used before by Job. The righteous, it is 
said, will rejoice at the fate of such as follow the path of the 
old sinners ; and their speech is ^ven, in which they triumph 
over the fall of the wicked. Hales unwarrantably supplies 
NoflA to innocent (the innocent Noah derided them), and 
brings forth the far-fetched, false meaning, as if Noah had 
said, Though this judgment by water, however universal, 
may not so thoroughly purge the earth as that iniquity shall 
not spring up again and wicked men abound, yet loiow that 
a final judgment by fire will utterly consume tne remnant of 
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Buch sixmers as shall then be found alive, along with the earth 
itedf!!' 

The fire refers to the manner in which some of Job's posses- 
sions were destroyed, and denotes the fiery stream that over- 
whelmed the cities of the plain. The remnant of sinners is a 
thing unknown to the passage, the word denoting posseesionsy 
is left 

XIV. Views given of Satan and Angei^s. — The view given 
of Satan in the book is peculiar. He is not certainljr a sociable 
spirit, one of the sons of God with whom the Almighty holds 

S acious discourse; as Herder, Ilgen, and Eichhom simpose. 

e is both evil and suspicious, the accuser and tempter of man. 
Vet he appears in the assembly of the angels in heaven. The 
Almight}'^ addresses and interrogates him there. He receives 
permission to torment Job to a certain extent. There is no 
impassable gulf between good and bad spirits. The kingdom 
of Satan is not separated from the kin^om of li^ht by an 
infinite chasm. The great evil spirit is not at the head of an 
innumerable host of spirits, malevolent like himself, whom he 
employ’s as instruments of evil. JMinistcring spirits do not wait 
upon him. He is admitted alone into the divine assembly in 
heaven. He is not an independent sovereign, possessing power 
of his own ; but mingles with a throng of spirits who are re- 
presented generally as capable of falling, for we read, “ He put 
no trust in his servants ; and his angels he charged with folly" 
(iv. 18) ; and again, ‘‘ He trusts not his holy ones the good 
spirits), and the heavens" etc. (xv. 15). The different spirits 
and powers are regarded as all serving Jehovah in peace after 
he has made repose and union among them (xxv. 2). This 
description of Satan differs from the later development of the 
national belief respecting him, where he appears at the head 
of a host of evil spirits completely isolated from the good 
ones. The one host is inseparably divided from the other ; and 
Satan possesses more independence and power, as well as 
greater malignity. The good angels are only good, incapable 
of erring. How this separation into two kingdoms came to be 
made we can only conjecture. There is no internal probability 
of its being a purely Hebrew development. Rather does it bear 
the form of Eastern Asiatic influence — of the kingdom of dark- 
ness and light among the Persians and others. Ahriman ruled 
over the wicked Dews as their chief. When the Zoroastrian 
doctrine spread among the Hebrews, it materally affected their 
ideas of the angels and Satan. This may have been before the 
Babylonian captivity. Oriental mythology had not to T^ait till 

1 See Hales’s Analfris of Ohronologj, yol. ii book i. pp. Ill, 112, 
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then for its influence over Hebrew thought* If it had, Satan 
wouM not be described in this work as entering into the as- 
sembly of the angels of God, and being like them a servant to 
execute the divine will. The Jews were not yet anxious to 
absolve the Deity from the immediate production of evil. Hence 
we read in 2 Sam. xxiv. 1, that the Lord moved David 
against Israel to say, “ Go, number Israel and Judah.” It is 
needless to observe, that the conversation with Satan is not 
paralleled by the address of Micaiah to Ahab (I'Kings xxii. 
19-23), in which ho states how a lying spirit offered to deceive 
the prophets of the king. It is not the conversation itself be- 
tween God and Satan which is singular; that is simply a 
poetical representation ; but it is the kind of Satan who appears 
and acts that excites attention ; since he is different from the 
being so called in later times. In vain does Schlottmann^ tr}" 
to shew that there is nothing peculiar about the Satan of the 
prologue, but that he is just the same person as appears in 
later books; the difference is too perceptible to be explained 
awajr. Tlie writer of the poem had conceptions of the evil 
spint which do not coincide with those of a subsequent time. 

The view given in the book of angeh is also peculiar in some 
respects. They are supposed to be a kind of mediatore who 
intercede with God that He should listen to the prayers of man. 
They also interpret the divine will, obser>dng the conduct of 
men, and pointing out the right path from which they had 
strayed — the path appointed by God. We infer thus much 
from V. 1, where we read, “ l^nto which of the holy ones 
(angels) canst thou turn.” Here it is implied, that angels bear 
the requests of men before God — that they are intercessors for 
men with Him. The same idea is more plainly expressed in 
xxxiii. 23, 24, “ Then a messenger of God is vouchsafed to him, 
an interpreter from among a thousand, to declare his conduct 
to man. Then is God merciful to him and saith. Save him from 
going down into the pit, I have already received a ransom.” 
Here the picture is that of a sick man wasting away and 
brought to the gates of death. When in that condition an 
angel becomes the interpreter of his soul^s desires, by bringing 
the prayer of the sufferer before God and interceding for him. 
God is then merciful to him and says, “ Save him from going 
down to the pit, I have found a ransom in the sufferer’s con- 
fession of guilt; so that I shall no more allow him to be 
afiSioted for his sin’s sake.” Thus the angels are a sort of 
mediators between man and Jehovah — intercessors with Him 
<m behalf of his accountable and sinful creatures. At a later 


^ Dm Such Hiob, Eiuleitung, p. 88 et seqq. 



IHB BOOK OF JOB. 


232 

period, as we see from the Apocrypha and New Testament, a 
guardian angel weis assimed to individuals and nations. It is 
easy to perceive how sucn an one would arise out of the doctrine 
here faintly set forth. A guardian angel is not meant in Job; 
neither justifying that idea. 

XY. Internal Evidence of the book opposed to Plenary 
Inspiration. — The book before us presents a great stumbling- 
block to the advocates of what is termed the penary inspiration 
of Scripture. Job refers to the pha3nix (xxix. 18). Ho believes 
in the mythological astronomy of the East in which a celestial 
dragon is represented ready to spring for the purpose of devour- 
ing the sun and moon, which arc darkened by that means ; and 
in enchanters or magicians, having the power to make him rise 
and so produce eclipses : 

Let them curse it that eurse the day, 

Who are able to make the dragon rise up (iii. 8). 

Yet he does not escape the Almighty’s censure. His three 
friends are reproved because they did not speak what was 
right; although what they did say is more in accordance 
with the rest of the Old Testament than Job’s sentiments. 
The apostle Paul quotes an utterance of Eliphaz’s with 
the formula, for it is written (1 Cor. iii. 19), Thus the 
speeches of the three opponents cannot be taken for the word of 
Ood; nor can Job’s sentiments be accepted with unqualified 
approbation. How then are they to be regarded? If they 
are to be approved only so far as they have the testimony 
of God in their favour, or as they agree with the divine au- 
thorily of Scripture elsewhere, we arc thrown back on a 
criterion within us which the advocates of a mechanical in- 
spiration decry, i,e,, our oivn reason. That is the only alter- 
native left ; for a proper external criterion of the divine can- 
not be got in this case. Such, however, is the very standard 
they wish for, and which alone they adopt. They pretend to 
go by outward criteria, historical evidences, the analogy of faith, 
quotations of the Old Testament in the New, etc., and pour 
contempt on the blind guide (as they call it) within man. Yet 
they are forced at times to have recourse to reason. Should it 
be said that it is only the writer of the book who was inspired 
and gave a faithful record of all that Job and his friends 
utter^, the shift will not avail; because the writer put the 
speeches into their mouths. He cannot be separated from them 
as the mere recorder of their utterances ; since his inspiration lies 
in discussing a problem through them as the speakers. This is cer- 
tain from the fact that the sentiments put into the mouth of the 
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Almi ghty himself are those of the author’s time and abode^ as 
appears from xxxviii. 31, where loading the fetterB of Orion is 
irooken of; the belief of the Semitic East having been that 
Orion was a huge giant who had rebelled against God and 
was chained in the heavens. Hence the mode of speaking 
which sounds so well in the ears of the multitude, we must either 
accept the whole Bible or reject the whole, proves an impossible 
thing. How far is the book of divine authority and obligation ? 
Is it all the word of God ? How much of it is the proper divine 
word 1 Reason must decide — ^what Kant calls-^A^ pure reason. 
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I. General Title. — The general title of all the Hebrew 

psalms is songs of praise, because they are occupied 

with ihe praises of God, Only a small part of them are so.. At 
the end of the Davidic psalms the general epithet 
prayet's, is applied to them (Ps. Ixxii. 20). The Rabbins call 
the collection D^'^P or ^^p hook of hymns. 

In the Roman edition of the JjXX., chiefly taken from the 
Codex Vaticaiius, the book is styled ^/raX/io/, psalms ; but in the 
Cod. Alexandrinus, it is called 'sjraXrfjptop per wSat?, the psalter 

with odes. The most suitable title would be D^'lbTD. 

II. Divisions. — The psalter contains 150 poems of unequal 

length, extending from two verses, like the 117th, to nearly two 
hundred, like the 119th. It is divided into five books marked 
by doxologies at the close. The first book, nHNI , comprises 
Ps. i.-xli., and concludes thus: ‘‘Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel from everlasting and to everlasting. Amen, and Amen.” 
The second book, contains Ps. xlii.-lxxii., and ends 

with the words : “ Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, 
who only doeth wondrous things. And blessed be his glorious 
name for ever : and let the whole earth be filled with his glory ; 
Amen, and Amen. The prayers of David the son of Jesse are 

ended.” The third book, PS®, embraces Ixxiii.-lxxxix., 

and terminates thus; “Blessed be the Lord for evermore. 
Amen, and Amen.” The fourth book, includes Ps. 

xc.-evi., concluding with the doxology, “Blessed bo the Lord 
God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting, and lot all the 
people say, Amen. Praise ye the Lord.” The fifth book ex- 
tend from cvii.*-cl., terminating with “ Praise ye the Lord.” 

Hen^tenberg and others regard these endings of the books 
as.origmal parts of the compositions to which they are now 
appended; a hypothesis to which their nature and form are 
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opposed. In like manner Horsley regards the close of the 
second book as a portion of the seventy-second Psalm, and 
erroneously asserts “the sense is that David the son of Jesse 
bad nothing to pray for or to wish beyond the ^reat things 
described in this psalm. Nothing can be more animated th^ 
this conclusion. Having described the blessings of Messiah’s 
reign, he closes the whole with this magnificent doxology.”^ 

All this is incorrect. does not mean consummated or com- 

pleted; neither is Messiah’s reign the subject 'of the psalm. 

The division into five books is of great antiquity, being re- 
cognised in the Septuagint. In the canon, however, the psalter 
was regarded as one book, whence Peter quotes it as the hook of 
Psalms (Acts i. 20). In all catalogues of the Old Testament 
scriptures it is counted as a single book. 

Though ancient, this fivefold division is of little use ; because 
it appears to have originated in no jjrinciple of classification. 
It is at least pervaded by none. Probably it was taken from 
the fivefold division of the Torah, as Epiphanius supposed.^ It 
is diflicult to obtain a good classification. • The contents are so 
varied, the transitions so sudden, the changes of feeling and 
expression so rapid, that the psalms cannot be strictly divided 
into classes. I)e Wette arranges them thus : — 

1. Hjnnns in praise of God ; {a) as God of nature and man, 
viii., civ., cxlv. {h) As God of nature and the people, xix., 
xxix, xxxiii., Ixv., xciii., cxxxv., cxxxvi., cxxxix., civii., etc. 
(c) As national God, xlvii., lx., Ixvii., Ixxv. {d) As deliverer 
and helper of Israel, xlvi., xlvii., xlviii., Ixxv., Ixxvi. ; of indi- 
viduals, xviii., XXX., cxxxviii., etc. 

2. National psalms containing allusions to the ancient history 
of the Israelites, and the relation , of the people to Jehovah, 
Ixxviii., cv., cvi., cxiv. 

3. Psalms of Zion and the temple, xv., xxiv., Ixviii., Ixxxi., 
Ixxxvii., cxxxii., cxxxiv., cxxxv. 

4. Psalms of the king, ii., xx., xxi., xlv., Ixxii., cx. 

5. Psalms containing complaints respecting distress and op- 
position, and supplication for help, (a) personal, as vii., xxii. Iv., 
Ivi., cix., etc. ; {h) national, xliv., Ixxiv., Ixxix., Ixxx,, cxxxvii., 
etc. ; {c) personal and national combined, Ixix., Ixxvii., cii. ; {d) 
generd psalms of complaint, reflections on a wicked world, x., 
xii., xiv., xxxvi. ; {e) didactic psalms on the fate of the pious 
and ungodly, xxxvii., xlix., b^iii. ; (/) thanksgiving for de- 
liverance from enemies, which also pass over into the fimt class, 
xxxiv., xl., etc. 


^ Critical Notes upon the Psalmt, note on rerse 20 of luii. 
^ Do mens. et. pond. cap. 6 . 
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6. ReUgious and moral ^Ims, (a) odes to Jehovah, xc,, 
cxxxix. ; (d) expressions of religious conviction, hope, confidence, 
xxiiL, xci., cxxi., cxxvii., cxxviii. ; (c) expressions of religious 
experiences, principles, etc., xlii., xliii., ci., cxxxi. ; (d) develop- 
ment of religious or moral ideas, i., cxxxiii. ; (e) poems contain- 
ing religious doctrine, xxxii., 1. ; (/) proverbs in an alphabetical 
order, cxix.^ 

This division is too artificial and minutely complex. 

Tholuck divides the psalms, according to their contents, into 
songs of praise, of thanksgiving, of complaint, and of instruc- 
tion.® 

Perhaps the best and simplest classification is based on the 
tone of pious feeling expressed. All may thus be put into three 
divisions. 

1. Psalms of praise and thanksgiving, as viii., xviii., xix., 
xxiii. xxix., etc. 

2. Psalms expressing complaint, sadness of spirit, penitence, 
grief, etc., as iii.-vi., etc. 

3. Didactic psalms, as i., xiv., xv., xxxii., xxxvii., etc. 

These three kinds are the utterances of difierent feelings, the 

joyous, sad, calm. 

In the arrangement and division of psalms there is some 
difference between the Hebrew and the LXX., with the latter 
of which the Vulgate agrees. The variations are as follows : 


HEBREW. LXX. AND VULGATE. 

Psalms ix. and x Psalm ix. 

„ xi.-cxiii „ x.-cxii. 

„ cxiv. and cxv „ cxiii. 

„ cxvi „ cxiv., cxv. 

„ cxvii.-cxlvi „ cxvi. -cxiv. 

„ cxlvii „ cxlvi. and cxlvii. 

„ cxlviii.-cl „ cxlviii.-cl., cli. (Apocryphal). 


Hebrew MSS. do not divide them alike. Thus the forty- 
second and forty-third arc put together as one in thirty-seven 
MSS. of Kennicott and nine of De Rossi. This arrangement is 
rightly ad^ted 1^ almost all modem critics except Ilengsten- 
bem and Keil. There are three strophes in it. In four MSS. 
of Kennicott and three of De Rossi the first psalm is connected 
with the second. This view is adopted by Venema. The two 
are very different in diction, and cannot have come from one 
author. 

The LXX. and Vulgate put together the ninth and tenth. 

1 Commentar. neber die Psalmeii, Einleitnng, p. 3. fourth edition. 

> Commentar, u. b. w. Einleitung, p. zxv. 
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This is ri Atly done. Satisfactory reasons for doing so are well 
stated by Hupfeld.^ The two form an alphabetical ode. It is 
probable that the 117th and 118th were at first one, as Bleek 
thinks. But we do not agree with him in putting the 113th 
and 114th together. 

If Hebrew MSS. and ancient versions set the example of 
departing from the present division, critics are justifiable in 
doing the same when good ground exists for it. Thus the 
nineteenth should be divided into two parts, consisting of verses 
2-7 and 8-15. The contents and other circumstances recom- 
mend this view. The second half is of later origin than the 
first. In like manner Ewald, Sommer, Olshausen, and Bleek 
separate the twenty-fourth into two distinct compositions, verses 
1-6 and 7-10. The agreement of these parts is not very 
obvious ; but sufficient unity majr be discovered to prevent one 
from making them distinct poems. Ewald^s reasons are in- 
sufficient as He Wette and Hupfeld have shewn. Perhaps 
the twenty-seventh was originally two, 1-6 and 7-14. 

Again, the 115th is connected with the 114th yin various 
MSS. as well as in the LXX., Syriac, Vulgate, Arabic ; but their 
contents are different, and therefore they should be kept separate. 
At the twelfth verse of the 115th psalm a new one begins in 
five MSS. of Kennicott and twelve of De Rossi. There is no 
foundation for the separation. 

The thirty-second and thirty-third psalms are written as one 
in eight MS^S. of Kennicott and two of De Rossi, but improperly 
so. Hare, Seeker, and Lowth consider the last verse of the 
thirty-second as belonging to the thirty-third ; to which the 
strophe-structure is adverse. 

III. Alphabetical Psalms. — Various psalms have an alpha- 
betical arrangement, as xxv., xxxiv., xxxvii., cxi., cxii., cxix., 
cxlv. Each verso usually begins with a letter of the alphabet, 
till all be gone over, as in Ps. xxv. But in cxi. and cxii. every 
half verse begins with a different letter, in alphabetical order. 
Anomalies may be observed in most of these psalms ; as in the 
first, fifth, and eighteenth verses of the twenty-fifth. The ar- 
rangement is seldom complete or perfect ; some letters being 
occasionally dropped. Alphabetical strophes occur in the 37th 
and 119th. In the former each alternate verse follows the 
alphabetical order ; in the latter every paragraph of eight verses 
does so. 

In consequence of the irregularities occurring in most of 
these odes, many have thought that they should be remedied by 
conjecture or the help of ancient versions ; believing that they 

^ Dio Fsalmen uobersetzt und ausgele^ yoI. i. p. 168 et seqq. 

* Die Psftlmen, pp. 18, 19, second ediUpn. 
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originated in the mistakes of transoribers. This method of 
criticism is somewhat uncertain. Thus in the twenty-fifth 
Twalm two verses begin with K and none with 3. Hence 
Oappellus^ and others, with whom Hupfeld is inclined to agree, 
would put *t|^ at the commencement of the second verse instead 

of The analogy of the first verse favours this order, as 

also the emphasis on Others, as Koepler® and Eosen- 

miiller, suppose to be like the interjections of the Greek 
tragedians, such as which are not counted a part of 

the verse. Bengel supposes it a marginal note, which 
amounts to the same thing. Such conjectures are improbable. 

Venema, Ewald, and Hitzig regard as belonging to the 
preceding verse, which cannot be correct. The letter ) is also 
wanting in the twenty-fifth psalm, fifth verse. It is observable 
that the fifth verso consists of three members, unlike the rest ; 
and therefore varying conjectures have been hazarded, such as 
that the third member should be JJIXI, as Kennicott and Be 
Eossi suppose ; or that after the first member ending with 
second has dropped out ; in which case the sixth 

verse would begin with os Olshausen and Hupfeld 

think, p is wanting at the seventeenth verse; and therefore 
Venema^ proposes for which conjecture, though 

considered the most probable by Bathe,* must bo rejected. 
After the last letter fl there is a fi, which makes up the number 
twenty-two. Whether the last verso beginning with g was a 
later addition, that the psalm might be adapted by it to the 
whole people, is uncertain. It looks as if it was. We are 
disinc&ed to believe that these anomalies arose from a later 
corruption of the text in all instances. They may have done so 
in some. In others they were probably occasioned by the care- 
lessness or license of the author himself. 

In the thirty-fourth psalm ) is wanting, which Olshausen 
would restore in the same way as the ) in the last psalm.^ 
But the last verse begins with S after H , which makes up the 
number twenty-two. This is like the twenty-fifth. 

In the thirty-seventh psalm y is wanting, and precedes as 
well. as fdlows it. Yenema proposes to restore the number thus 

(verse 28) : which is very probable. The 

dnt^a 'Sacra, Tol. i., p. 122, ed Vos^l. 

In j^hhom's Bepertoriuni dcr bibl. u. morgendl. Xit. t. 72. 

Commentarius ad psalmos, toI. iii. pp. 168, 159. 

Psalmi Latine veisi, etc., p.,B6, ^epnd edition. 

Die Psalmen erklart, p. lo6. 
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coniectoe is approved by Lowth, aad supported by Hujrfdd. 
life 18 favoured by the LXX., Vulgate, J^bic, Etniopic aiod 
^j^macbus. The text is evidently corrupt^ and must be altered. 
We are convinced by the acute and pertinent arguments of Hup- 
feld that the reading recommended is the true one.^ The thirty- 
ninth verse instead of beginning with F\ has 1, which should 
not be reckoned. A few MSS. and several of the ancient ver- 
sions omit the 1 before which reading is approved 

by Hare, Lowth, Horsley, Berlin, Bathe, Be Rossi, etc. The 
authority is not sufficient to justify its adoption, even though it 
completes the alphabetical arrangement. 

In the 145th psalm the verso beginning with 3 is wanting. 
One is supplied by the LXX., Yulgate, Syriac, Arabic, and 
Ethiopic versions, and the lower margin of one of Kennicott's 
MSS. The MS. in question is recent (fifteenth century) and of 
no authority. Indei it is probable that the verse was translated 
from the Greek and put in the margin by some critic. It runs 

thus in Hebrew, Tprjl '^3'T. I* 

can hardly be genuine, since the Chaldee, Aquila, and Theodo- 
tion want it. It was not in Jerome's copies, and is marked with 
an obelus by Origon. A scholium of the Vat. cod. of LXX. 
marks it as supposititious. It appears to have been taken from 
the seventeenth verse ; with the first hemistich altered for the 
purpose of completing the alphabetical order. 

"^^y was this arrangement employed ? Was it adopted 
from an idea of easy adaptation to the memory ? So Lowth 
and Michaelis suppose, not very probably. It is the indication 
of a later period and degenerate taste. A vigorous and lively 
imagination would not fetter itself with such an artificial 
contrivance in the rhythm. When the true spirit of poetiy 
sinks, some such substitute is gladly laid hold of. Lowtn 
remarks^ that the ideas are unconnected in these psalms. This 
betokens a decay of the poetic spirit. The ideas themselves 
are common-place. The conceptions are cold, feeble, flat; 
and the plain character of the language corresponds. The 
thirty-seventh psalm, which has the freest alphabetical order, is 
perhe^ the only exception to this judgment, as Be Wette 
observes.^ 

IV. Titles. — ^AU the psalms have titles or inscriptions except 
thirty-four which are called in the Talmud orpAan-psalms. 
These are i., ii., x., xxxiii., xliii., Ixxi., xci., xciii.-xcvii., xeix., 
civ.-ovii., cxi.-cxix., cxxxv.-cxxxvii., oxlvi.-cl. Great obscurity 

^ Die Psalmon, yol. ii. pp. 262, 263. 

^ |»oesi Hebraeorum pmeleotiones, xxii. p. 233, ed. Oxon, 1821. 

’ Oommentu uober die Psalmen, Einleitung, p. 68, fourth edition. 
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attaches to the titles. They are of various import, referring to 
the poems themselves, and are sometimes accompanied by the 
name of the author and the historical occasion of the composi- 
tion. Sometimes again they consist of the author’s name only. 
Others are musical or liturgical notes. Let us endeavour to 
explain them. 

mizmor, song or poem, with a musical accompaniment. 
This term is prefixed to many, but seldom by itself, as it is in 
xcviii. In c. it is joined with for thanks or praise ; in 

xcii. it is joined with DI'V a song for the Sahhath 

day. The word corresponds to '>3jra\iJi6^ in the Greek version; 
and is derived from a verb expressing the clang of chords, 
of the harp, etc. 

shir, song, ode, occasionallv joined to the preceding, 
nnn; song of loveliness, i.e., a lovely song ; or rather 
a song of the beloved ones — viz., brides ; a bridal song. The sub- 
ject of the psalm relates to love. It is erotic. 

(Pss. cxx.-cxxxiv.), translated in the authorised 

version, a song of degrees. In exxi. it is rih^h. What is 
the meaning of this phrase? The LXX. render it < 08 ^ r&v 
avaf^aJdpoiv, and the Yulgatc, caniicum graduum. If this ver- 
sion refer to the opinion of the Jews that the psalms in question 
were sung on the fifteen steps which led to the women’s court in 
the temple, it is incorrect. Others think that they were pilgrim 
songs chanted by the Jews as they journeyed to the yearly feasts 
at Jerusalem ; songs of ascents or goings up, as the people were 
said to go up to Jerusalem. Some suppose that tlie contents of 
several do not agree with this sense, as the 12Cth, which refers 
to the return from captivity. Ilence Dathe and others who 
adopt this view, conjecture that some having been previously 
written were accommodated to the circumstances of the times 
at a period long subsequent to that of their original com- 
position. The occurrence of Chaldaisms and of the particle 
V} which does not once appear in the first 121 psalms, though 
used ten times in the songs of degrees, seem to necessitate some 
such hypothesis, however improbable. It is not likelv that 
several psalms together were altered and accommodated after the 
Babylonish captivity. Other critics think that they were songs 
intended to be sung during the return from exile, which is 

called an ascent by Ezra vii. 9). This does not 

agree with some of them, as the 122 nd, which is a pilgrim- 
song. 
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Ajooordiiig to GoseniuB,^ tlie word denotes a gradually pro- 
gressive rhythm of thought p^uliar to these psalms ; a phrase 
or clause in one sentence being repeated in the next with an 
addition, forming a climax or progression both in the ideas and 
terms, as — 


1 . I lift up mine eyes to the hills 
From whence eometh my kelp, 

2. My help eomeik from the Lmrd, 

The creator of heaven and earth. 

3. He will not suffer thy foot to be moved ; 
Th^ Keeper elumbere not. 

4. Behold neither slumbers nor sleeps 
The Keeper of IsraeL 

3. Jehovah is thy Keeper ; 

Jehovah thy shade is on thy right hand. 

7. Jehovah keeps thee from all iU, 

Keeps thy souL 

5. Jehovah keeps thine outgoing and incoming 
From henceforth even for ever. 


But the examples of this peculiarity are confined almost ex- 
clusively to one or two psalms of degrees. It is also doubtful 
whether it would be described by the word . Yet Delitzsch 

adopts the opinion. Hengstenberg has an ingenious hypothesis 
by means of which he preserves the genuineness* of the titles 
and the old explanation of pilgrim songs. Since four of the 
fifteen are ascribed to David and one to Solomon, he supposes 
that these were sung by the people as they went up to Jerusalem 
to the yearly feasts, and were made the basis of a series or 
system designed by an inspired writer for the same use after the 
restoration. This author added ten psalms of his own to the old 
ones, in a studied and artificial manner. The one by Solomon 
stands in the centre of the system, dividing it into two equal 
parts of seven psalms, in each of which we find two of David 
and five anonymous or new ones.^ This hypothesis is far-fetched 
and unnatural. 

The most probable of the preceding opinions is that which 
supposes them pilgrim-songs. The contents of nearly all agree 

best with this view ; and it is confirmed by the plural Tih^. 
The 126th is adduced as an objection ; but it is hardly a valid 
one, because it proceeds out of the times subsequent to the return 
from captivity, when that great event is referred to for the pur- 

' Oommentar ueber d. Jesaia, xvii. 13, xxvi. 1. 

* Commentary on the psalms, translated, etc, etc., vol. iii. p, 410. 

VOL. n. 
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S ose of quickening and reanimating the hopes of the exiles now 
esponding in view of their poor condition so contrary to theu 
high expectations. The mode in which the exiles returned is 
sdmded to in subordination to the state they found themselves 
in after that occurrence.^ 

michtam. This inscription occurs in Ps. xvi., Ivi., lx. 
It has been derived from DpS goldy Le., of peculiar beauty ; or 
written in golden characters, like the Moallahat of the Arabians. 
The noun DP5 however, is only a poetical appellation of gold ; 
and there is nothing pre-eminent in these psalms to entitle them 
to such a distinction. Others interpret sculptured or engraved as 
on a monumental tablet. Hence the LXX. render oTrfXaypa^la 
or €49 <rn]Xjoypa<f)iap ; and the Vulgate, iituli inscription in tituli 
inscriptionem. Nothing in their contents appears to determine 
them for such a use. Others, as Gesenius and De Wette, 
explain the word simply as a writing , equivalent to by in- 

terchange of i and 0. This yields a suitable sense. Heng- 
stenberg and Olshausen object that DHS and are indepen- 
dent roots which never pass into one another. Others derive it 
from DP9 intimating either that the psalms to which it 

is prefixed were written by David in exile ; or, as Hengstenberg 
supposes, a mystery or secret , indicating the depth of doctrinal 
and spiritual import in these compositions. This is a modem 
refinement. The root is whose primary meaning appears 
to be to stain, hence to make a mark, stamp or impress — cognate 
to but not identical with 

I poem. This word occurs in the titles of Ps. xxxii., 
xlii., xiiv., xlv,, lii.-lv., Ixxiv., Ixxviii., Ixxxviii., Ixxxix., cxlii. 
It appears once in the text, xlvii. 8. The LXX. translate it 
ow€<T€Q)^, or €49 (Tvve<TLv {avP€TW 9 , xlvii. 8) ; the Vulgate, intel- 
lectus {intelligentiae), or ad intellectum (sapienter, xlviiv8). Gese- 
nius explains it a didactic poem, from to understand, the 
specific word being afterwards transferred to other kinds of 
odes. Ewald understands a skilful, melodious poem, equivalent to 
firw, ingenious, finished. Probably the noun originally meaning 
a didactic composition became a general term for poem ; as the 
Arabic properly stands for intelligentia, but afterwards 
became eqmvalent to poesis.^ Poets were the sages of the old 
world. This idea is sanctioned by Gesenius, De VTette, and 
Hupfeld. 

appears in xvii., Ixxxvi., with the name of the writer ; 

^ Hnpfel^ Die Pealmen, toI. iy. p. 250. 

* Comp. Freytag, Lexicon Arab., rol. ii. p. 427. 
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and without it in xc. cxlii. It means prayer — ^poem addressed to 
the Deity. In the 142nd it stands in apposition with 

eong of praise^ is prefixed to the 145th. Originally 
used in the restricted sense of Ayww, it was afterwards extended 
to all spiritual songs. 

IS appended to in xxxviii., Ixx. The LXX. 

translate it eU dvdfivrjaip ; the Vulgate rememorationem. It 
means for remembrance^ to recall the remembrance of the speaker 
to God. Michaelis interprets it at the offering, which is founded, 
as De Wette remarks, on the uncertain signification of TTSH to 
offer as a sacrifice, Ewald, however, adopts substantially the 
view of Michaelis ; to use as a frankincense-offering (at the ofier- 
ing of frankincense).^ 

in the title of the sixtieth Psalm with to teach. 

Probably it means, he committed to memory (comp. 2 Sam. i. 8). 

n33n psalm xxx., a song of the dedication of the 
house, i.c., the temple. It is not likely that this contains the 
historical occasion of the psalm. Hence it is supposed to have 
arisen either from misapplication of the seventh verse, or from 
an erroneous reference of the eleventh to David^s dancing before 
the ark. We do not approve of De Wette’s explanation that 
the words denote a melody ; the melody of some poem sung at 
the dedication of houses, according to which this was to be 
sung.* 

Many titles seem to be of a musical or liturgical kind, as — 

occurring in fifty-five inscriptions, before the designa- 
tion of the poem (Ixvi.) or the name of the poet (xi., xiii,, xiv., 
xix.-xxi., xxxi., xxxvi., xl.-xlii., xliv., xlvi., xlvii., xlix., Ixiv., 
Ixv., Ixviii., Ixx., Ixxxv., cix., cxxxix., cxl.) joined with histori- 
cal notices (xviii., li., lii.) ; or after different notices referring to 
the nature of the psalm, its author, occasion, and object. Some 
consider the word as a Syriac infinitive to he sung. It is rather 
the participle of HV3 to preside over, used in a musical sense 
1 Chron. xv. 21. It means the superintendent of the musical choir, 
the head singer. The prefix ^ expresses the giving of the ode 
over to the chief musician. Olshausen however supposes, that ^ 
denotes authorship, as usual ; the author of the musical accom- 
paniment or of the psalms themselves. This is less probable 
than the ordinary acceptation. 

' To this term is added (vi., liv., Iv., Ixxvi., 

^ Die poetiseheft BUcher des alien Bnndes erklui;, Enter Theil, p. 222. 

* Commontar, Einleit, p. 32. 
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hd.) meaning, with the music of string^ instruments as an 
accompaniment. ix^ the singular and the construct state 

diould be pointed as a plural. 

The addition Sb refers to the time, on the eighth or 

ociaioe (vi., xii.). 

To Is sometimes appended b)3 (viii., Ixxxi., 

Ixxxiv.), the meaning of which is obscure. The LXX. translate 
ifirkp Ta>v Xrjviov ; and the Yulgate, pro torcularibus, both deriving 
it from Gath, a wine-press. Gesenius understands it of a 
musical instrument invented or used at Gath-Eimmon. Pro- 


bably it refers to an air or tune borrowed from the Philistine 
city of Gath. » L L ... 

Another appendage to the title is H/HO vtf (liii. 

Ixxxviii.). The LXX. do not translate it. Some comparing 
the Ethiopia, £nd it nearly tantamount to KiOdpa, harp. 1% 
Gesenius. It may denote some kind of musical instrument ; but 

it is impossible to tell what. It cannot be derived from 
to lore, meaning a flute. We are inclined to understand it of a 
tune or air. Ilengstenberg's interpretation, upon disease, as if it 
were an enigmatical enunciation of the subject, the spiritual 
malady with which all are infected, is arbitrary and improbable.^ 
In the eighty-eighth psalm it is followed by for singing, 

to he sung. The two should bo closely connected, to sing after 
machalath ; as the LXX. and Vulgate join them. Hengsten- 
berg’s interpretation regarding the tribulation, is wholly inad- 
missible .2 . . 

Another accompaniment of n5f3Q/ is v (xxxix.) or 
(Ixii., Ixxvii.). Jeduthum was one of David’s mu- 
sicians. It also refers to his descendants who composed a 
musical choir. Hence the S or hv means for, to be given over to, 

like the S prefixed to Hengstenberg thinks that it 

refers to himself in the thirty-ninth psalm, and to his family 
or descendants in the other two, because the prepositions are 
different. But they should be taken as synonymous. That the 
phrase refers to a melody or air, as Gesenius and Ewald take it, 
IS less probable. . 

The same title of the head-musician is followed by 

(v.) after flutes, with the accompaniment of flutes, 7 ^ 
being equivalent to Sy. Hupfeld has shewn that flutes may 


> Commentar ueber die Psalmon, vol. i. p. 274. 
f Commeiitar ueber die Pealmen, yol. i. p. 274. 
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have been used with other instruments in the worship of 

God.i . L . . _L^ 

Along with the title ^ instance 

J 37 (ix.). This expression is very obscure. The LXX. render 
inrkp T&v Kpv(l>Uov rov viov ; and the Vulgate pro occultis filii, 
Jewish interpreters generally take Ben to be the name of a 
prince hostile to Israel ; on the death of Ben^ a triumphal ode. 
Others take hen as an appellative, not a proper name ; on the 
death of the eon^ i.e,, David’s son ; Absalom, or the Messiah, 
The Chaldee and Kimchi take p equivalent to j'J, the same as 
a go-between, a champion, applied to Goliath in 
1 Sam. xvii. 4, 23 : on the death of Ooliath, Others regard the 
title as the first words or prominent expression of some other 
poem, to the air of which this psalm was composed ; to the air, 
or after the manner of Die for the son, or death of the son. 
The former is adopted by Hitzig after various older interpreters ; 
the latter is found in Symmachus and Jerome. Hengstenberg 
has revived a rejected Habbinical conceit that lahhen is an 
anagram of Nahal, the name of one of David’s enemies, and 
also an appellative denoting fool, in which sense it is frequently 
^plied to the wicked, on the death of the fool, i.e., the sinner, 
Tjiis is most arbitrary and unnatural. The authority is con- 
siderable for putting and together as one word. Almost 
all the ancient versions favour it ; not only the LXX. and 
Vulgate, but the Arabic, Ethiopic, Aquila, Theodotion, etc. 
Several Rabbins and many of Kennicott and De Rossi’s MSS. 
read them, as ^ne. The analogy of the title of the forty-sixth 
psalm sanctions this. We prefer therefore to put 

the two together, and punctuate supplying before it 

Sy and interpreting with Gesenius, after the manner of maidens, 
i.e., with the female voice, soprano or treble (1 Chron. xv. 20). 
Forkel interprets virgin-measures, like the German Jungfrautoeis 
of the Meistersanger,* which does not agree with the context of 

1 Chron. xv. 20. must be translated to Ben, the Levitical 
singer spoken of in 1 Chron. . . i i 

Another accompaniment of nVJlp/ is 7 ^ (xxii.) 

q/ter the hind of the morning. The phrase denotes the title or 
principal thing in some poem after the melody and rhythm of 
which this psann was composed and intended to be sung. After 
the hind qf the moming-red. Hence it denotes an air. Others 
suppose that it relates to the subject of the psalm, the hind 


» DiePsahnen, vol. i, pp. 68, 69. 


* Geschiebte der Musik, yol. i. p. 142. 
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being an emblem of persecuted innocence, and morning, of de- 
liverance from distress. So Hengstenberg understands it. 
Others think that the hind of the morning is the rising sun, 
to which the Arabian poets give the name gazelle. 

Another accompaniment of is D'pnT hy 

(Ivi.). The LXX. translate this obscure phrase, inr^p rov \aou 
Tov OTTO rmv ar^Uov fiefjLaKpvfifjLevov ; the Vulgate, pro propulo qui 
a sanctis large factus esL The words seem to bo the commence- 
ment of some other ode or poem to the air of which this psalm 
was to be set ; after or according to, dote of the distant terebinths, 

being pointed as a plural Hengstenberg, as usual, 

explains it enigmatically, concerning a mute dove of distant ones, 
the dove being an emblem of suffering innocence, the second 
word meaning dumbness, uncomplaining submission; and the 
distant ones the Philistines. Thus it describes David an innocent 
sufferer among strangers (comp. 1 Sam. xxi.). We reject such 
Sabbinical conceits. . 

To is also added /)) (xlv., Ixix., Ixxx.), or 

^ (lx.). Perhaps the one noun is the plural of the other. 
Gesenius and De Wette think that it means an instrument 
shaped like a lily, perhaps a kind of cymbal. It is better, how- 
ever, to consider it a designation of the tune or air to which the 
psalm was intended to be sung. Hengstenberg takes it as an 
enigmatical description of the subject or subjects treated, lilies 
figuratively for bride in xlv. ; the delightful consolations and 
deliverances experienced, in Ixix., etc. This is a most impro- 
bable fancy. With the word in the singular (lx.) and the plural 
(Ixxx.) is connected which Gesenius understands to mean 

a revelation, and hence a song or psalm revealed, since the poetic 
writers of the psalms often appeal to a revelation. Others under- 
stand, a lyric song. The most probable view is that it refers to 
an air or tune. Hengstenberg supposes that it means the law, 
which is called the testimony in 2 Kings xi. 12. 

To is added nn^]!\"SK (Ivii., Iviii., lix., Ixxv.), destroy 

not, probably the commencement or title of an unknown poem ; 
to the melody of wbicli these psalms were to bo sung. Heng- 
stenberg refers it to the subject of the psalms — a supposition 
arbitrary and untenable. » 

(vii.)> Hab. iii. 1, in the plural with ^ as if it 
were an instrument. Deriving it from to wander, some 
explain a dithyrambic ode, wild, enthusiastic ; others, as Ewald, 
a reeling song*, others, a song or hymn, comparing the Syriac 

to praise; or a mournful poem, Arabic io be sad. 
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Hupfeld compares from and ingeniously supposes that 
the one is a secondary form of the other. We explain it 
of a certain tone or manner after which the psalm was to be 
sung. 


This term occurs seventy-one times in the thirty-nine 
psalms, iii., iv., vii., ix., xx., xxi., xxiv., xxxii., xxxix., xliv., 
xlvi.-l., lii-, liv., Iv., Ivii., lix.-lxii., lxvi.-lxviii., Ixxv.-lxvii., 
Ixxxi.-lxxxv., Ixxxvii.-lxxxix., cxl., cxliii., and three times in 
Hab. iii. 3, 9, 13, commonly at the end of a short stanza ; but 
in Ps. Iv. 20 ; Ivii. 4 ; Hab. iii. 3, 9, in the middle of a verse, 
yet at the end of a member of it. It is never found at the 
beginning but in the progress of a poem ; sometimes at the end. 
Afl conjectures arc erroneous which do not take it as a musical 
sign. ... / . 

Gesenius derives it from an unknown root H/p equivalent to 
rh& , the harder having passed into the softer D ; and Heng- 


stenberg approves of the etymology. It thus denotes a pause or 
rest, a sign directing the singer to pause a little while the instru- 
ments played an interlude or symphony. In support of this 
use and interpretation, the eminent lexicographer refers to the 
Septuagint which always renders it SuiyfroXfia, t.e., interlude^ 
symphony y by instrumental music ; and to the position it occu- 
pies in the psalm, standing as it docs in the middle of the poem, 
at the close of a section or strophe, and serving to divide the 
poem into strophes. He also appeals to Ps. xix. 17, where 

n^P jVjn occurs, meaning instrumental music, pause, i,e., let the 
instruments strike up a symphony and the singer pause. 

We object to the derivation assigned, because does not 

pass into rh? in earlier or good Hebrew ; but only in Aramaean 


and later Aramaeising writers, like Jeremiah. The letters were 
therefore not interchangeable at the time when many psalms it 
occurs in were written. It must be derived from a root be- 


ginning with D, not from H/P suspend the voice, i,e., rest, 

pause, but from a substantive 70, root S^p, to ascend, lift up; 
not the roice in response to the instrument, but the musical 
instruments themselves. The sense assigned by Gesenius does 
not suit in many places, as Sommer has shewn.^ It is inap- 
plic^le, for example, in Ivii. 4. 


He sends from heaven and saves me ; he whom my persecutor despises (selah) : 
God sends forth his mercy and his truth. 


> Biblische Abhandlungen. u. s. w. vol. i. p. 1 et seqq. 
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It is unsuitable in xx. 8, 4. 

Remember all thy offering 

And accept thy bnmt 8a(snnce (eelah) ; * 

Grant thee according to thine own heart. 

And fulfil all thy counsel. 

Hengsteubere, in referring the pause to the sense ratber than to 
the singing^ though a pause in the music must intervene where 
the feeling requires a resting place, does not appear to have 
considered the position of Selah at the end of psalms, where a 
rest in the sense and music must necessarily take place. As 
this critic thinks it indicates a pause in the sense, he affirms 
that the translators who omit it certainly do wrong ; a remark 
as objectionable as many others he indulges in. 

Sommer has given a very lengthen^ investigation of the 
meaning of the word, and is followed bv Keil.^ His conclu- 
sion is, that it denotes the falling in of the priests’ trumpets 
into the psalm-singing and the playing of the stringed instru- 
ments by the Levites, expressive of an urgent invocation of 
Jehovah. Hence it only occurs in certain psalms; and even 
there in peculiar passages where the poet has given utterance to 
the warmest aspirations of his heart; to the liveliest feelings 
and hopes, or the deepest complainings of his soul, before God. 
This artificial and laboured explanation is very improbable. It 
is contradicted by facts ; for how does it agree with Hab. iii. 
2, 3, 5, 6, where there is no invocation of Jehovah P Nor does it 
suit the end of several psalms, as of the third. The trumpets 
did not usually accompany the sacred song. Only on particular 
occasions were they used by the priests. And they would be 
unsuitable in many passages, as Ps. xxxii. 4, 5 : 

For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me ; 

My moisture is turned into the drought of summer (selah} \ 

I acknowledged my sin unto thee, etc. 

P8.1u. 3: 

Thou lovest evil more than good, 

And lying rather than to speak righteousness (selah) ; 

Thou lovest all-devouring words, etc. 

Ps. ly. 7,8: 

Lo then would I wander far off 
And remain in the wilderness (selah) : 

I would hasten my escape from the windy storm, etc. 

According to the derivation already ^ven, the word denotes 
elevation or ascent^ up^ i.e., loud^ clear, Ine music which usuaUr 
accompanied the singing was soft and feeble. In cases where it 

1 In BAvemidk*! Einleit. vol. iii. p. 123 et saqq. 
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was to burst in more strongly during tbe silence of t^e song^ 
ulah was the sign. At the end of a verse or strophe where it 
commonly stands, the music may have readily been strongest 
and loudest. Perhaps the Greek translation interlude^ 

i.e., of the instruments ; where the playing of the instruments 
alone comes in, preserves a remnant of the true sense. We 
cannot see any weighty verbal objection to the derivation of 

already given, n paragogic is added to the noun ho lit® 
Diri^ in 1 Kings ii. 40 ; and the stronger sound, in tone, is 
converted into the weaker as often happens. 

Gesenius, followed by Hengstenberg, appeals to Ps. ix. 16 in 
confirmation of his view of the word, where it comes after 
Higgaion, But Higgaion does not mean musingy reflectiony as is 
supposed. Neither does it denote skilful music ; skilful y artistic 
playingy in xcii. 4, as Ewald understends. It refers to noise; 
noisy y loud music. Hence Keil’s^/^wo is incorrect.^ 

V. Genuineness op the titles. — The genuineness of the 
titles has been disputed by many. Some contend that they are 
an original part of the compositions to which they are prefixed, 
and proceeded in consequence from the authors themselves. 
This was the all but universal opinion of the fathers ; Theodore 
of Mopsuestia being the only known exception. In modem 
times it has been advocated by Clauss, Hengstenberg, Tholuck, 
Delitzsch, Keil, Alexander. Vogel denied the authenticity of 
all ; and the same view is taken by Bertholdt, De Wette, Hitzig, 
Ewald, Yon Lengerke, Olshausen, Hupfeld. 

In favour of the titles it may be alleged — 

1. That they are very old. The Seventy found them. In 
their day the musical notices had already become unintelligi- 
ble and therefore they sometimes render them in an imintelligible 
way. The traditions preserving their meaning had been already 
lost. In answer to this De Wette has remarked, that the re* 
moteness of the translators from Jerusalem, and their separation 
from the temple-service, prevented them from becoming ac- 
quainted with devotional music and similar matters ; for which 
reason they failed to imderstand the titles.* If this be correct, 
distance of place not of time was the cause of their ignorance. 

2. It was customary among Oriental poets to prefix their 
names to their poems. The Arabians did so; and that the 
Hebrews followed the same practice is supposed to be confirmed 
by the poems in Exodus xv. ; Deut. xxxii., xxxiii. ; Judg. v., 
which contain the names of the writers. It is also favours by 
the titles in 2 Sam. xxiii. 1, and Is. xxxviii. 9 ; 2 Sam. xxii. i. 
This argument is hardly conclusive, for in Deuteronomy, 

^ See Soil's Siiileit. p. 88S. * Commeatar, Einleit. p. 21. 
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Exodus, and Judges, the names of the poets are not in proper 
titles but only in connection with the narratives ; while pro- 
phets may have designated their utterances by their names, 
without Hebrew poets generally doing the same. The titles in 
2 Sam. and Isaiah proceeded from a later time. 

8. All the psalms are not provided with titles ; and the exist- 
ing inscriptions present the greatest variety of form, contents, 
length, shortness, etc. If later collectors had prefixed them by 
conjecture, they would not only have put them to many now 
witnout any, but would also have given them greater uniformity. 
In reply to this we afiirm, that the great variety of inscriptions 
is owing to the variety of persons from whom they proceeded. 
If the collectors had no conjectures to give in relation to the 
titles of many psalms, why should they prefix any on the basis 
of the psalms themselves; especially as it is often difficult to 
derive a probable conclusion respecting the author from the 
contents. 

4. The titles which relate to the character, authors, historical 
occasion, and immediate design, shew themselves to be original 
and genuine by the fact that they are often confirmed by the 
historical books, without being taken from them by mere conjec- 
ture ;* and also that they agree well with the subject-matter ; 
contain nothing demonstrably false ; and are only deemed erro- 
neous or unsuitable because of many dogmatic, msthetical, and 
critical prepossessions. 

It may be admitted that the historical notices in the titles are 
confirmed by the historical books in some instances, and were 
independent of them in origin. But in others, we arc compelled 
to believe that they were taken from the Old Testament books 
themselves ; as in Psalm xxxiv. 1 compared with 1 Sam. xxi. 
12-15, Here the title is ‘‘A psalm of David when he changed 
his behaviour before Abimelech, who drove him away, and he 
departed.'^ These words are taken literally from 1 Sam. xxi. 14 
— ^from a work written long after David’s time. Hence the poet 
himself did not write them, or any contemporary. Again, the 
name of the Philistine king is incorrectly given; Abimelech 
instead of Achhli, shewing that it was from memory. The title 
is also unsuitable to the contents, which speak of general deli- 
verances from danger, not of a single peril. The psalm is 
alphabetical, and bears the stamp of a later age. Finally, it 
is improbable that David would found a psalm on an expedient 
of doubtful morality. If he did so at a later period of his life, 
as some argue, he would surely have introduced an expression 
of sorrow for the means to which he resorted. In answer to 
some of these considerations Hengstenberg asaumeSf that David 
on some occasion in the subsequent part of his history was fiUed 
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witt lively emotions arising from tie recollection of tiis won- 
derful escape, and made it the basis of a treasure of edification 
for the use of the godly in all ages. This is mere conjecture ; as 
is also the same critic's assertion that Abimelech was the tradi- 
tional title of the Philistine kings, as Pharaoh was of the Egyp- 
tian ones; Achish the personal title. Abimelech means father 
of a king, and refers to hereditary descent.^ But hereditary 
descent is usually indicated by king^e eon, not king' e father. 

Another example of the historical occasion in the title being 
taken from the Old Testament itself is in Ps. liv. 1 from 1 Sam. 
xxiii. 19. The verbal coincidence alone shews that the title is 
unauthentic. The psalm contains nothing individual. It is of 
general import. And the fifth verse shews, that the enemies 
from whom the poet was delivered were strangers or foreigners, 
not Hebrews like Saul. The word does not mean enemies, 
aliens in spirit, as some translate and even Gesenius endeavours 
to justify by the analogy of the Latin kostis and Greek 
The analogy from Semitic to Indo-Germanic is precarious. 
Olshausen and others arbitrarily conjecture that the reading is 
incorrect. 

Keil unnecessarily urges against the above reasoning that 
notices are wanting in some psalms which owed their origin to 
historical circumstances (xlvi., xlviii., Ixxxvii. etc.) or presented 
copious material for historical conjectures (xx., xliii., Ixi.); 
while they arc w^anting in other psalms whose contents furnish^ 
no ground for them (xxxiv., liv., Ivii., lx.).‘^ ITniformity should 
not be looked for. 

We cannot assent to the view that the titles always agree 
with the contents of the psalms to which they are prefixed. It 
is true that Hengstenberg and Keil have tried to shew, their 
correspondence, and expended great ingenuity in the attempt. 
No impartial reader, however, will believe that they have suc- 
ceeded. Their position is untenable, whatever ability be shewn 
in proving it. The titles refuse to be cramped within the hy- 
pothesis made for them. The authors given, as well as the 
occasions, are often incorrect. It is easy to say that our de- 
nial is based on doctrinal, sosthetical, or critical preposses- 
sions. Such prepossessions may belong to one side as well as 
the other. No commentator on the Psalms shews more of them 
than Hengstenberg. Keil and Alexander follow in his wake, 
twisting anything that appears intractable at first sight into the 
narrow bed of the h 3 rpothesis which boldly maintains the titles 
to be an original part of the Psalms themselves. Let us give a 
few examples in proof of our denial. 

' See Henmtenberg'g Commentar, vol. ii. p. 228 et seqq. 

* Havernick’s Einleitong, dritter I'heil, pp. 139, 140, 
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Hie title of tlie eixtieth psalm we hold to be unsuitable and 
inoorrect. ** To the chief musician upon Shushan-eduth, Mioh- 
tam of David to teach; when he strove with Aram-naharaim 
and with Aram-zobah, when Joab returned, and smote of Edom 
in the valley of salt twelve thousand.” According to this notice, 
the psalm refers to the history given in 2 Sam. viii. 3-14 ; 
1 Chron. xviii. 3, etc. David carried on war with the Syrians 
of Nisibis, and conquered them. It was offensive and successful. 
Surely, however, the commencing verses show a very unpros- 
perous state of affairs. The people had experienced great dis- 
asters, and were discomfited. The marks of the divine displea- 
sure were palpable. 

0 God, thou hast cast us off, thou bast scattered us. 

Thou hast been displeased, 0 turn thyself to us again. 

Thou hast made the earth to tremble, thou hast broken it, 

Heal the breaches thereof, for it shaketh. 

Thou hast shewed thy people hard things, • 

Thou hast made us to orink the wine of astonishment. 

The country was not in so disordered a state at the time of 
the Syrian war as is here represented. Besides, David already 
possessed the whole land of Canaan. Ho could not therefore 
appeal to the promise of Jehovah, that his people should con- 
quer and possess it. 

God hath spoken in his holiness, I will rejoice, 

1 will divide Shechem and mete out the valley of Succoth. 

Gilead is mine and Manassch is mine ; 

Ephraim also is the strength of mine head, 

Judah is my lawgiver ; 

Moab is my was^ot. 

Over Edom will I cast out my shoe ; 

Philistia, triumph thou because of me. 

The psalm is much later than David’s time. 

Take again the fifty-second, whose title runs thus : ** To the 
chief musician, Maschil, a psalm of David, when Doeg the 
Edomite came and told Saul, and said unto him, David is come 
to the house of Ahimelcch.” The contents do not suit this 
notice, especially the seventh verse. 

Lo, this id the man that made not God his strength, 

But trusted in the abundance of his riches, 

And strengthened himself in his wickednesst 

Doeg’s riches are doubtful, and had nothing to do with his 
treachery to David. Nor is it easy to^see why David should 
have thought the conduct of Saul’s servant so terrible and dan- 
gerous as to call forth the strong language. 

Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, 0 mighty man f 

The goodness of God endoreth continually. 

Thy tongue deviseth misohieis ; 

like a snazp razor, working deoeitfhlly. 
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The epithet here translated mighty man means tyrant, oppressor, 
which is unsuitable to Doeg. To avoid this objection, Heng- 
stenberg arbitrarily and unnaturally appUes it and the whole 
description to Saul. Even the verse quoted respecting trmt in 
richer is referred to the king. The critic properly feels that 
Doeg’s history must be decked out with many imaginary traits, 
if the description in the psalm be suitable. Neither his lying 
nor deceit is known to us from the Old Testament. He merely 
reported a fact concerning David to Saul. That David 
should have described Saul in the language of the psalm is 
entirely opposed to his conduct towards the king. He had still 
a respect for the Lord^s anointed, and would not have deliber* 
ately characterised him thus. 

The 144th psalm is assigned to David in the title. This is 
incorrect for various reasons. As it is closely related to the 
18th, one must be copied from the other. The 18th is the 
original, because the 144th contains other reminiscences. Thus 
the third verse may be compared with Ps. xxxi. 8 and viii. 6 ; 
the fifth not only with xviii. 10, but civ. 32; the ninth with 
xxxiii. 2, etc. The 18th psalm seems to have been composed 
when David’s perils were past, in his latter days ; but the 144th 
was written in the midst of dangers. The tenth verse speaks of 
David in the third person, and as the servant of God, which 
David himself would scarcely do. Besides the prefix t? points 
to a later age of the Hebrew language than David’s time. 

In like manner it might bo proved that the sixty-first and 
sixty-ninth, and others fearing the inscription of David, were 
not written by him. The sixty-ninth belongs to the time of the 
exile, and was written soon after Cyrus had given the Jews 
permission to return. The style of it is like Jeremiah’s, and 
probably that prophet wrote it. The seventy-ninth is erro- 
neously assigned to Asaph in the title. 

The fifty-first psalm is post-Davidlc, as the last two verses 
prove — Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion : build thou 
the walls of Jerusalem. Then shalt thou be pleased with the 
sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt-oftering and whole bumt- 
ofiering: then shall they ofier bullocks upoa thine altar.” It 
is true that they are but loosely appended to the preceding con- 
text, and are therefore considered by many a later addition. 
That hypothesis is probably groundless. The psalm was written 
at a time when the city and temple of Jerusalem were thrown 
dowm Both Zion and the walls of the capital are expressly men- 
tioned. Hence the atten^ts that have been made to force the 
meaning into union with David’s crime in relation to Bathsheba 
are unworthy of notice. The poet shews a right sense of sin as 
committed mainly against God ; and a thorough feeling of the 
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wortblessness of external sacrifices apart from purity of heart or 
rectitude of motive. Whether views so near the Christian ones 
were entertained by any Jew as early as David^s time is doubt- 
foL A later than David seems to be required by the appr^ 
hension of sin as well as the state of Jerusalem, impli^ in 
the poem. The beginning of the Babylonish captivity is the 
most probable date. Venema refers to other cases of psalms 
being adapted to different times by altering or adding to their 
contents, as xxv. 22 for liturgical use, and cxxxi. 3 ; but we 
cannot think that the last two verses of the fifty-first were a 
later appendix, even though the sixteenth verse does not seem 
to agree weU with the nineteenth. 

From these observations it would appear, that we reject the 
genuineness and originality of the titles, because they are some- 
times at variance with the contents ; of which examples have 
been furnished. Besides the incongruity between titles and the 
substance of psalms, it should also be noticed that the Septua- 
gint and Syriac versions exhibit the titles with many variations. 
Thus the Hebrew inscription of Ps. xxvii. is in the Greek, 
before being anointed. From xciii.-xcvii. are furnished by the 
same version with inscriptions where the Hebrew has none. 
The alteration of titles by these translators appears to shew 
that they did not regard them as original or sacred. Surely 
they would have refrained from meddling with what was 
genuine. Still farther, one inscription at least has arisen out of 
various notices put together. The eighty-eighth psalm has 
a title containing the three synonymous terms 

j and the author is given, Homan the Ezrahite, in 
addition to the sons of Korah. Heman did not belong to that 
family, and thus two opposites are combined. It is also 
against the authenticity of the inscriptions, that they confine the 
names of writers to David and several temple-musicians as- 
sociated with him of whom the Chronicles give notices. Tra- 
dition attributed all to one well-known character and his time. 
Hupfeld also remarks,* that the titles specifying the occasions 
which gave rise the odes appear in no more than thirteen 
Davidic ones, and speak of the Psalmist in the third person, in 
the manner of a later interpreter. We conclude, therefore, 
that many titles did not proceed from the authors. They were 
prefixed by later persons according to tradition and conjecture, 
^metimes the historical books were used as helps ; sometimes 
their own judgment gave rise to the titles, ^metimes the 
author and occasion had been determined by tradition. Hence 
imifonu accuracy should not be looked for. It is better to 

^ Pie Psalmeo, toL iy. p. 464. 
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judge for ourselves ttan to follow tiem implicitly. Some were 
found l^fore the collectors of the five books began to put the 
psalms together. Others were prefixed by the collectors them- 
selves ; and others still later. 

VI. Authors. — 1. David. Seventy- three are assigned to 
him; viz., iii.-ix., xi.-xxxii., xxxiv.-xli., li.-lxv., Ixviii.-lxx., 
Ixxxvi., ci., ciii. cviii.-cx., cxxii., cxxiv., cxxxi., cxxxiii., 
cxxxviii.-cslv. Whether all these headings are correct, is a 
question that can only be determined by a careful examination of 
each psalm. They are certainly of later origin than the psalms 
themselves. Yet they were in existence before the Septuagint. 
And it is hasty to conclude that when nothing exists in the 
historical information preserved respecting David to furnish 
occasion to odes bearing titles with his authorship, the alleged 
authorship should be rejected. Many events may have occurred 
in his life of which no historical record has survived. The 
best method of proceeding is to assume the alleged Davidic 
authorship till internal evidence proves the contrary. 

For the better understanding of the psalms ascribed to David, 
his life has been divided into three parts, (a) His residence in 
the court of Saul, where hostile courtiers envied and opposed 
him. One of those enemies is called Cush the Benjamite 
(vii. 1). To this time have been assigned iv., v., xi., xii., xvii., 
XXXV., xli., Iv., Ixiv., etc. (5) His persecution by Saul, when 
his life was in continual danger; to which time belong vi., 
xxii., XXX., xxxi., xL, Ixvi., etc. (o) The period of his royal 
dignity, as li., iii., xviii., viii. xix., xx. The advantage of this 
arrangement is not very obvious, unless most of the seventy- 
three really belong to David. And even then, it is very dif- 
ficult to distribute them aright. Internal evidence is more to 
be relied on than a mere heading ; though it may be unduly 
estimated, especially diction and style. How uncertain it is to 
rely on the titles ascribing seventy-three psalms to David may 
be seen from the fact that Ewald, resting mainly on the 
language and contents, attributes to David no more than the 
following : xi., vii., xxiv., ci., xv., xxix., xix., viii., xxxii., iii., 
iv., xviii., cx., xx., ii. It is possible to give too little weight 
to the ascription of authorship in the title, and to rest too much 
on a kind of internal evidence which is not decisive. Ewald, 
Hitzig, and some later critics, are perhaps too prone to discard 
the Davidic authorship. Others who think that we can with 
certainty deny him the authorship of those psalms only which 
contain clear references to the captivity, err in the opposite 
extreme. A nice perception of all internal features, with an 
ability to estimate evidence at its proper worth, is the best 
guarantee for a safe oonolusion on this point. 
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Let us take a psa^ and examine its authorship. !]^e sev^- 
teenth has the heading, “ a prayer of David.’* There is nothing 
in the contents to shew the particular situation in which the 
alleged writer was, when he penned it. He was surrounded by 
wicked enemies, by worldly-minded men who devised his ruin. 
Id. this dangerous situation he calls upon God for help and 
safety. Because we have no means of identifying these enemies, 
the psalm need not be denied to David. Tney may have been 
Saul and his adherents ; or enemies on whom he was going to 
make war ; though no political allusion appears. The fifteenth 
verse has been supposed to furnish a ground against David’s 
authorship; but this implies that the aicaking mentioned in it 
means awaking from death; an idea which originated in later 
times than David’s. The awaking refers to natural sleep — rmng 
in the morning — and to nothing else. Ilupfeld also alludes to 

the peculiar use of and in the fourteenth verse as 

poMibly pointing to a late period.' This is too uncertain to be 
relied on. The senses of both words are ambiguous. In the 
absence therefore of any valid argument to the contrary, we 
refer the seventeenth psalm to David, as the title has it. 

Again, the sixteenth psalm, entitled “ Michtam of David,” has 
nothing to prevent its Davidic authorship. It is indeed difficult 
to find the historical occasion of it in his life ; but that need not 
be a stumbling-block in the way. Even Ilitzig concedes that it 
was written by David ; and De Wettc affirms that there is no 
decisive reason against that view. Why then should we have 
recourse with Bdttcher^ to the hypothesis that it proceeded from 
a Jew in the time of the exile. The mention of idolatry should 
not place it there, for idolatry existed in Palestine even in David’s 
time. Nor is the tone of complaint sufficient to associate it 
with other psalms of later origin. Hence we disapprove of 
Ewald’s denial of the Davidic authorship. Internal evidence 
does not justify such denial. Rather does it agree well with 
the heading. The Septuagint version assigns to David eleven 
others in addition to the seventy-three of the Hebrew text. 
Some of these are incorrectly given to him. 

The variety of the psalms belonging to David shews a mind 
richly endowed. The royal singer excels in the hymn, the 
poem, the elegy, the didactic ode. The various situations in 
which he was placed must have contributed to nourish his poetic 
genius, storing the mind with illustrations and images drawn 
from a vast range of observation. The Spirit of God had in- 
i^ired his capacious heart in a high dq^e ; and its manifold 
xicfanesB was called forth into exercise by scenes and circum- 

^ YoL i. p. 335. > Froben alttestamentlicher Schrifterklarung, u. s. w., p. 42. 
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(lasnoesasTarioiiftashavefallento tlielotof aziy. Hewasaioaiiy- 
lUed poet, whose harp was full-stringed. iJigels of joy and of 
sorrow swept over its chords as they passed. All varieties of 
j^nritual emotion and experience appear. Great depth and 
liveliness of sensibility, strong faith of the heroic order, high 
hope, far-reaching desire, anticipations of future glory and 
oompletion, depression and despondency — ^all the gamut of the 
spiritual man — are evinced in his writings. The diction too 
is varied, both difficult and easy, soft, ^ffiise, tender. The 
characteristics of his psalms are softness, elegance, pathos, not 
sublimity. The last quality appears only occasionally, as in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth. As supplication and complaint 
occupy a principal place in his compositions, the highest order 
of poetry can hardly be expected. We do not commonly find 
the grand, the powerful, the sublime, the soaring; but the 
pUintive and placid. Single Psalmists may have excelled 
David in one kind of poetic ability ; but none can be compared 
with him in general merit or range of inspiration. ‘‘ His traits 
of inspiration,^* says the poet Campbell, are lovely and touch- 
ing rather than daring and astonishing. His voice, as a wor- 
shipper, has a penetrating accent of human sensibility, varying 
from plaintive melancholy to luxuriant gladness, and even 
rising to ecstatic rapture. In grief hu heart is melted like uhix 
and deep answers to deep, while the waters of affliction pass over 
him ; or his soul is led to the green pastures by Ihe quiet 
waters, or his religious confidence pours forth the metaphors of 
a warrior in rich and exulting succession. ‘ The Lord is my 
rock^ and my fortress ^ and my deliverer, my God, my strength, in 
whom I will trust, my buckler and the horn of my salvation, and 
my high toveer,^ Some of the sacred writers may excite the 
imagination more powerfully than David, but none of them 
appeal more interestingly to the heart. Nor is it in tragic so 
much as in joyous expression, that I conceive the power of his 
genius to consist. Its most inspired aspect appears to present 
itself when he looks abroad upon the universe with the eye of a 
poet, and with the breast of a glad and grateful worshipper. 
When he looks up to the starry firmament, his soul assimilates 
to the splendour and serenity which he contemplates.*’^ 

2. The ninetieth psalm is ascribed to Moses. Whether he 
was the real author is uncertain ; but the language has an 
antique stamp, that agrees with an old date. Although there- 
ibre Budinger, Grotius, De Wette, Hupfeld, Olshausen, and 
ctixeru, have doubted whether Moses be rightly named as the 
mthof , there is not sufficient reason to deny it. The Talmudic 

^ New Monthlj Magasine for 1S21, yol i. pp. 886, 887. 
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writers ascribe to Moses the ten following psalms, xci.-c.| 
according to a rule of theirs that the anonymous odes belong 
to the writer specified immediately before them. Jerome and 
Origen acknowledged this canon, false as it is. The contents 
of me odes themselves refute it. Thus the ninety-ninth puts 
Samuel, as well as Moses and Aaron, among the prophets. 
Hence it was written after Samuel. Hibbard is decidedly wrong 
in supposing that Moses wrote the ninety -first, which is as late 
as the captivity at least.' 

3. Two are ascribed to Solomon, the 72nd and 127th. The 
title of the former probably may mean that the psalm relates to 
Solomon, not that he is the writer. Certainly Solomon would 
not have written of himself in such strains. The ascription 
of the latter to Solomon is incorrect. It is remarkable that 
it is omitted by the LXX. The title probably arose from 
the mistaken application of the house in the first verso to the 
tetnplCy and the beloved in the second verse to Solomon (2 Sam, 
xii. 25). 

4. Twelve are attributed to Asaph, viz., 1., Ixxiii.-lxxxiii. 
Asaph was David’s chief musician. He was son of Borechiah, 
a Levite, of the family of Gershom, and bears the title of seer 
in 2 Chron. xxix. 30 (comp. 1 Chron. xv. 17, xvi. 5). Feeling 
the impossibility of maintaining Asaph’s authorship of all the 
twelve, Hengstenberg and Keil assume that he and the members 
of his family wrote them. The gift and office of Asaph were 
thus hereditary. The subterfuge-nature of this view is apparent. 
Why should his sons not be mentioned, if they wrote some of 
the twelve, five as Keil thinks; for only seven are allowed to 
Asaph himself by this critic, viz., 1., Ixxiii., Ixxvii., Ixxviii., 
Ixxx.-lxxxii ? ^ The fiftieth may be truly assigned to Asaph. 
There is nothing against the tradition. The seventy-third was 
probably his also. The seventy-fourth cannot have been his. 
The seventy-fifth is later than Asaph’s time. The seventy-sixth 
is also later. The seventy- seventh probably alludes to the 
Babylonish captivity. The seventy-eighth shews that the writer 
of it lived after the division of the tribes into two kingdoms 
(see verses 9, 67, 68). The seventy-ninth is evidently posterior 
to Asaph ; so is the eightieth. The eighty-first refers to a time 
when the passover was celebrated. It is not therefore David’s. 
Hie eighty-third belongs to the period of the captivity. Judg- 
ing by the tw(Wl., Ixxiii.) Asaph was a didactic poet of a very 
high order. The ideas are excellent and the style forcible. 
Lidded the fiftieth shews that he overleapt external rites as 
insufficient to constitute true religion, and placed it in thd 

^ The Psalmf chFonoloncally arrayed, part i. sect. 2. 

^ See H&remiok’f Einteit. <mtter iheil, p. 214. 
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The sentiments are lofty in tone, evincing the philoso-^ 
pher and poet. 

5. Eleven psalms are ascribed to the sons of Korah, viz., xlii., 
xliii. (forming one) xliv.-xlix., Ixxxiv., Ixxxiv., Ixxxvii., Ixxxviii. 
The sons of Korah were a Levitical family of singers who still 
continued in that employment in the reign of Jehoshaphat 
(2 Ohron. xx. 19). It is very probable that xlii.-xlix., Ixxxiv. 
were written by the same poet, who did not belong to the time 
of David or Solomon, but to the Assyrian period. Bleek thinks 
that he was a Jewish priest living in the reign of Ahaz or 
Hezekiah, The particulars he adduces in favour of this view 
commend it to our acceptance.^ The eighty -fifth is later than 
the captivity ; and the eighty-seventh is of the Chaldean time. 
It is difficult to conceive of a plurality of authorship unless, as 
is usually assumed, sometimes one of the sons, sometimes another 
wrote the psalms in question, without dividing one among 
several persons. None suits the Davidic period. All are later. 
Tradition, after assigning to David all that appeared to be his, 
fixed upon the singers of his time, who were known from 
the books of Chronicles. To this is owing the fact of the 
Eorahites being selected as authors. It is possible, indeed, that 
the Korahites may have been nothing more than the singers ; for 
the sons of Korah, t.e., composed for them and to be performed 
by them with music in the temple, as Eichhorn imagines. But 

the analogy of the preposition ^ in titles is against this view. 
Whoever prefixed the headings intended to give the Korahites 
as authors. These eleven are generally speaking exquisite lyrics, 
characterised by liveliness, rapidity of movement, and high 
conception. 

6. The eighty-ninth psalm is attributed to Ethan the Ezra- 
hite. Who he was is imcertain. In 1 Kings iv. 31 Solomon 
is said to have been wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite ; and in 
1 Chron. ii. 6, we read of Ethan as a son of Zerah. All that is 
knowm of him is that he was a Levitical singer in the time of 
David. The subject of the eighty-ninth Psalm is one of David’s 
posterity, a fallen king of his nouse whom the poet represents as 
the speaker. The poet wrote immediately before or during the 
captivity. In the title of the eighty-eighth Heman the Ezrahite 
appears to be mentioned as the author. The other part of the 
title gives the sons of Korah. Heman was a descendant of 
Koran in David’s time (1 Chron. vi. 18 ; xv. 17, 19) ; so that 
two discrepant statements are here put together in one heading. 

Bifty psalms are anonymous, viz., i., ii., x., xxxiii., xliii., 
Ixvi., Ixvu., Ixxi., xci.-c., cii., civ.-cvii., cxi.-cxxi., cxxiii., exxv., 


i Einleitiug, pp. 617, 618, 
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exxxiL, ezuiy.^xxiviL^ osclTi^j. (kutim 
m tSiQBe were written by David, aa the third ; but the majority 
ate later, belonging either to the declining period of the nation 
or the captivity. 

It ia somewhat singular that none of the pixmhets is nan^ 
aa the author of psalms in the headings. The Septui^gint 
aaoribes the 137th to Jeremiah, incorrectly so; becauae it ia 
apparent that it was written after the captivi^, when the recol- 
lection of injuries was strong in the mind of the poet, and the 
feeling of revenge vividly awake. The 138th is assigned in the 
same version to Haggai and Zechariah. Tlie 146th, 147th, 
and 148th are ascrib^ to the same prophets. Thc^ are mere 
conjectures, for which no go<^ reason can bo found in the com- 
positions themselves. Hitzig has endeavoured to prove that 
fflaifth was the author of xlri.— xlviii., and Jeremiah of v., vi., 
xiv., xxii.-xli., lii.-lv., Ixix.-lxxi. We cannot approve of 
giving such a number to Jeremiah. Hitzig’s reasoning in 
mvour of his view is often perverted and arbitrary ; as for 
example in the case of the fifth and sixth. The fourteenth how- 
ever, is so like to Joremiali^s writing that it may most probably 
be assigned to him. A few others appear to belong to him 
(Ixxiv., Ixxvi., Ixxx., Ixxxiii.), but not so many as Hitifig 
supposes. Internal evidence shews that the following belong 
to the exile-time or after: li., cii., cxxxvii., cxix., cxxiii., 
exxiv., evii., exxi., exxii., exxvi., cxlvii., Ixxxv., Ixxxvii., 
xd., xcvi.-xcviii., ciii., civ., cxiii., cxvi., cxxv.-cxxix., cxxxv., 
cxxxvi., cxxxix., cxliv., cxlvi., exlviii.-cl. 

VII. Alleged Mac(’mjlan Psalms. — Were any psalms written 
so late as the Maccabcan period ? This question has greatly 
divided the opinions of critics. Many hold the affirmative, as 
Budinger, Hermann Van der Ilardt, Venema, E. G. Bengel, 
Berthmdt, Paulus, Kaiser, JTitzig, Hesse, OLshausen, Von I^n- 

f jrke, Ilerzfeld, Do Jong. Ge.seniu8, Do Wet to, Hengstenberg, 
eil, Hassler, Ewald, Block, Delitzsch, etc., take the opposite 
side, and rightly so in our opinion. The extent to which Hitzig 
has pushed the theory is extravagant ; fur he holds that from 
the seventy-third and on ard not a single prc-Maccabean psalm 
occurs in the book. Ho also puts the first and second into the 
same category. Olshausen has gone beyond Hitzig in assigning 
no psalm whatever to the Davidic or Solomonic period, but 
throwing the most of them into the Maccabcan time, even down 
to the age of John Hyreanus, This is decidedly erroneous. 
The canon was completed before then, according to the best 
evidence we have on the subject. The prologue of the Gredc 
translator of Jesus Sirach’s book appears to imply that his 
grandfisither lived at the commencement of the Maccabean time ; 
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yei &e UWf prrahetis, and the other books (hagiographa) alreadj[ 
existed. And how could Maccabean psal^ get into the first, 
seconds and third books of the collection ? Cicorrect views of 
the origin of these new psalms could scarcely have obtained such 
general currency within a few years as to be embodied in the 
titles. 

Besides, the closing doxology of the fourth book appmided 
to the 106th Psalm, compared with 1 Ghron. xvi. 36, shews that 
the whole collection, with the five closing doxolories of the five 
books, existed prior to the Maccabean time, ^e psalm in 
1 Chron. xvi. 8-36, there attributed to David, was made up 
of Ps. cv., xcvi., cvi. And as the doxology of cvi. is adopted, it 
must have been appended before the Chronicle- writer compiled 
his work, which is tantamount to the assertion that the jp^ter 
existed in its present state before the book of Chronicles ap- 
peared.* When the Chronist wrote (i.e,, in the fourth century 
B.c.) the p^ter was reckoned the sacred collection of David's 
psalms. Hence he took parts of three that appeared suitable 
for that monarch’s hymn of thanksgiving, on the occasion of 
the ark's being set in the tent prepared for it. 

The first book of Maccabees, both in the original and its 
Greek translation, existed at the end of the second century. 
And various parts of it shew that the writer had the present 
psalter before him, and regarded it as David's sacred composi- 
tions.* 

Again, there is a close agreement of single verses in these 
alleg^ Maccabean psalms with various passages in the prophetic 
writings of an earner time, especially with Jeremiah and La- 
mentations, which is against their Maccabean origin. The same 
period gives birth to writings distinguished by relationship, 
unless it can be shewn that one is an imitation of the other. 
But the alleged Maccabean compositions bear no marks of being 
imitated. Imt tyric poetry indeed should have flourished at 
the age of the Maccal^s has nothing improbable in it. The 
times were stirring. Religious enthusiasm was kindled, and 
might pour itself forth in high strains and elevated diction. 
The language^ however, would hardly be so pure as that of the 
Davidic time. The spirit might be equal, as Sirach’s example 
Aews ; but the diction could not be so free from marks of decay. 
Neither Hitzig nor Olshausen has succeeded in weakeningihe 
foroe of Hassler's arguments against Maccabean psalms.* That 
they are all pertinent and valid we will not say. DeHtzsch^ has 


1 Bee Bleek, Studien und Kritiken, p. 371, et seqq. ; and Einleitung, p. 619. 

* Bee Biwald, Sechstes Jahrbuob, p. 20 et seqq. 

* See Commentatio critioa de Psalmis Maooab. Parts I. and 11. 1827 and 1882. 4te. 
^ Ooxoxnentar ueber der Psalter, toI. ii. jp. 878 et seqq. 
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arffued better against such psalms ; and De Jong* concede that 
omy four are demonstrably of so late origin. We believe, how- 
ever, that the history of the canon is decidedly adverse to the 
view he holds. That argument at least is apposite. 

VIII. Collection, and distribution into five books. — 
As to the collection of the psalms, and their distribution into 
five books, there is no evidence except the internal. Some sup- 
pose that it ^\'a8 all done by one person who did not precede 
Kehemiah. It is conjcctur^ that Ezra was the collector, since 
he was contemporary ^^'itll Nehemiah. Those who imagine that 
the whole was compiled and arranged by one man, try to find 
one principle running tlirougliout. Similarity of contents and 
of destination guided tlie arrangement. The first place was 
given to the l*salms of David and his contemporaries, Asaph 
with his choir of sin gel's, lleman and other Korahites — the 
creators and masters of the lyrical poetry in the Psalms. The 
compositions of these poets were then distributed into three 
bool^, according to the prevailing U6ag*e of the two names of 
Deity. The first book lias l*salms of David alone; and the 
name of Jehovah is predominant in it. The second contains 
Psalms of David and his contcmjxiraric‘8, the sons of Korah, 
ALsaph, Solomon, and a few unknown jxicts — the appellation 
Elohim prevailing in it. Tlic third, containing the Psalms of 
Asaph and the Korahites, received its position jiartly from its 
mixed (Jehovuh-Elohistic), and partly from its jiurely Jchovistic, 
character. In these three blioks individual psalms are so 
arranged as to have some link of union either in their internal 
relation to one another, the similarity of occasions on which they 
were composed, and the design they were intended to serve, in 
their common titles, their agreement in ideas and words, their 
coincidence in certain ehamctcristic images and expressions, or 
in a combination of these particulars. Thus the odes are put 
together as the links of a chain ; two anonymous Jehovistie 
pf^ms (x., xxxiii.) being incorporated with the first book; three 
anonymous Elohim ones (xliii., Ixvi., Ixxi.) with the second ; 
and a Davidic psalm (l.vxxvi.) Ixjing inserted among the Korah- 
ite poems of the third book. The first and second psalms are 
plac^ at the head of the collection, because of their common 
introductory designation, and their internal relation to one 
another. The remaining two books are similarly arranged in 
accordance with the succession of time ; so that after Moses’s 
pealm, which as the oldest stands at tho head of this collection, 
comeB a decade of anonymous ones reaching from Solomon to 
the exile ; then a series written during the exile and till Exra ; 


1 Diiqnisitio de Pialmii Maooab. 18d7. 
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then the collection of pilgrim-son^ (cxx.-cxxxiv.) succeeded by 
the last group of temple and haUelujah-psalms. In the three 
last group are inserted such Davidic palms as served for pt- 
terns to later poets or referred by their contents to the future 
condition of the kingdom of God in its contest and victories. 

Such is Hengstenl^rg's hypothesis elaborated by Keil.^ It is 
very ingenious and complex. Too artificial to be probable, it 
must be rejected. The canon was not completed by Ezra ; nor 
is there any evidence that he arranged the psalms in their 
present order. The collection is not prvadcd by any one prin- 
ciple. It has no uniformity of plan. David’s psalms are not 
put in the first and second books. Ihey are scattered through- 
out the whole five. Why is this ? Neither Asaph’s psalms nor 
the Korahite ones are all put together. Thus succession of time 
is not carried out in the arrangement ; some of David’s coming 
after Moses’s (the ninetieth). The usage of the two names of 
Deity did not strictly regulate the first three books, because 
psalms in which Jehovah predominates are in the third book, 
as well as the first. Compare, for instance, the eighty-sixth 
psalm. And Jehovah is the prevailing appellation of the ninety- 
fourth which belongs to the fourth book. Besides, individual 
psalms arc not put together by virtue of any prceptible con- 
nexion of subject. Only a few here and there have been so 
placed ; the majority presenting great diversity of subject, style, 
and time of composition. Thus fifty and fifty -one are wholly 
different in subject, contents, and style ; their juxta-position 
being explicable only on the ground of contemporaneous origin. 
The 138th psalm, which is ascribed to Darid, succeeds the 137th, 
which is post-exilian. The two are related neither in time nor 
contents. In sliort, uniformity of plan is not perceptible as a 
guiding principle in the arrangement of the five books. Neither 
time, nor contents, nor name of Deity, could have singly in- 
fluenced the distribution. Nor could the three together have 
been the ruling principle ; or any two of them. Whichever 
thing bo assumed as determining the collector, it must be 
checked and counterchecked by other considerations, till it be 
deprived of its determining power. Hence the idea of one man 
having arranged the whole must be abandoned, especially the 
idea of Ezra, to whom some psalms are probably posterior. The 
hand of a single person is not seen, because no pervading bond 
of internal connexion can be discovered either in the five books 
as they now are, or in the individual odes of which they are 
xnade up. Some other hypothesis than that of Hengstenberg 
and Keil must be sought ; as theirs cannot be correct. Contra- 


‘ Keil's Einleitimg, p. 843 et 
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dieted as it is by an impartial induction of facts, it fidb away <St 
itself. 

The collection was made gradually. The first l^k was first 
put together. The collector’s design was to give in it imthin^ 
Wt psalms of David. He was not David himself, because it 
contains several which are much later than his time, as the 
fourteenth and thirty-first. Besides, as De Wette appositely 
remarks, David would scarcely have bestowed on himself the 
honourable epithet of servant of Jehovah^ which is appended to 
his name in two of the titles, xviii. and xxxvi. The time when 
this first book was made must be placed after the captivity, on 
account of the fourteenth and thirty-first which are as late as 
that time. This is different from Bleek’s opinion who places 
the making of the first two books before the exile, because he 
thinks that the whole collection was not later than Nehemiah. 

The second book was appended to the first, probably by 
another collector, for while the prevailing use of Jehovah charac- 
terises the first book, that of Elohim belongs to the second. It 
arose out of two smaller collections ; since xUi.-xlix. are from 
the sons of Korah, and li.-lxv. from David. ■ Probably U.-lxx. 
were all put together as David’s; the inscriptions of several 
with his name having dropped out. What led to this book was 
perhaps the idea of giving Davidic compositions which had not 
been gathered into the first. It was of course made after the 
captivity. Psalms of that period are found in it. Ewald sup- 
poses that xlii.-l. were moved out of their original place after 
the seventy-second by a very old mistake ; but this is arbitrary.' 

The thira book also originated in smaller collections ; for the 
odes of Asaph stand together at the commencement (Ixxiii.- 
Ixxxiii), followed by Korahite ones for the most part. It has 
only one psalm attributed to David, i.e. the eighty-sixfti, and 
that incorrectly. It is supposed by Jahn that this collector 
wishing to append his own portion to the preceding ones, and 
not having in view the songs of David, subjoined a formula to 


the seventy-second to the effect that the psalms of David were 
ended.* This is more probable than the opinion of Carpzov and 
Eichhom, which regard the formula as tne closing subscription 


of a collection that had subsisted by itself. But the words are 
meant to separate what precedes from the following, like the 
analogous phrases in Job xxxi. 40 Jer. 

IL 64 Olshausen thinks that the col** 

lector of the second and third books was the same because the 
name of Deity, Elohim, for the most part prevails.* But Jeho*> 


1 Die Poetieeliea Biicher dee alien Bondee, I. pn. 193-194. 

* Sinleituig, II. Theil, pp. 716, 719. * Die habMn nrkU&rt, Emldtoag, p. tl. 
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Tah predosninateB from the eighty-fourth, which shews that the 
sedond and third were made up by different persons. Olshausen, 
indeed, to avoid the force of tnis conclusion, thinks that the last 
tax ps^ms of the third were a later appendix from another 
hand ; but this is an arbitrary hypothesis. 

The fourth book has in it one minor collection; psalms xcii.-c. 
being like one another in contents, language, tone, and belong- 
ing to one time. 

The fifth book contains two minor collections — ^viz., the Bongt 
of degrees (cxx.-cxxxiv.), and the hallelujah-psalms (cxlvi.-cL). 
These two books were probably made by one collector ; for the 
use of Jehomh prevails in them with a very few exceptions. 
He arranged and completed the fourth before the fifth ; b^use 
if he had had the constituent parts of the latter when he made 
the former, he would probably have terminated the fourth 
more suitably than with the 106th psalm. Whoever he was, 
it seems clear that he had the first three books before him, 
because the 108th is made up of Ivii. and lx. in the secoztd 
book ; and the use of Jehovah pecuKar to the second book is 
repeated. 

If these observations respecting the collecting and arrange- 
ment of the psalms be correct, it will appear mat both oruer 
and disorder are visible in the work. Want of order is visible 
in that David^s psalms are scattered through all the five books ; 
that Asaph^s and the Korahite compositions are not all together; 
that temple and festival odes are separated ; and that those of the 
s^e age are apart. On the other hand, amid this disarrange- 
ment there is method in that the prevailing use of certain 
names of Deity characterises the books ; that the greater part 
of David’s psalms are together in the first book ; that the 
songs of Asaph and the Korahites are generally beside one 
another ; that the lyrics of David’s singers make a book (Ixxiii.- 
Ixxxix.) ; and that the songs of degrees and hallelujah-pBalms 
fidlow each other. 

The account given of the manner of making up the whole 
work will explam why various psalms occur twice. They ap- 
peared in different collections — minor or book collections — ^and 
when the five divisions were brought together into one they 
were allowed to stand. All that are repeat^ are of small extent 
and widely separated. It will also serve to explam how it is 
that old and new ^ms are put together ; and why, in the col- 
lection that bears David’s name and is said to have all his oom- 
IMiitions, there are psalms proceeding from different authors and 
times, and ihe prayers of David the son of Jesse are not ended^ 
others occurring subsequently with his name in the title. The 
various books were uncritically, and to some extent arbitrarily, 
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ooxapiled, on the Ymis of minor collections; without any one 
principle permeating them all, much less pervading each sejpar- 
ately. ^metimes a principle may be discovered partially 
operating ; sometimes not. Regularity and want of order are 
too obvious to justify the hypothesis of one redactor except for 
the mere adding together of the five. That person may indeed 
have been the collector of the last two books. The whole work 
with its five divisions appeared some time after the return from 
captivity, but before the Greek translation of Jesus Sirach 130 
B.C. ; for all had then been translated into Greek ; and also before 
John Ilyrcanus (135 n.c), under whom Olshausen puts it. 
The Chronicles were subsequently compiled, as has been inferred 
j&om the fact that a temple song is placed by that compiler 
in David’s time, which is borrowed from the latest portions 
of the present collection. Even the doxology of the fourth 
book is included in that temple-ode (1 Chron. xvi. 7-36). If 
then the Chronicles were later, the Psalter must be put about 
350 B.c. 

IX. Usage of the names Jefiovah and Elohim. — The usage 
of the names Jehovah and Eiohim in different books of the Psalms 
is peculiar. In the first book Jehovah appears 272 times, Eio- 
him by itself 15 times. In the second book Iffohim occurs 164 
times, Jehovah 30 times. In the tliird, Jehovah appears 44 
times, Eiohim 43. The third and fourth have Jehovah exclu- 
sively, for Ps. cviii. is made up of two Elohistic psalms of the 
second book. How (lan this distinction of names bo explained P 
Different answers are given by critics. Ewald resolves it into 
the taste of those who collected and arranged the diftcrent parts.* 
This is favoured by a comparison of tlie same psalms appearing 
in different books, as liii. and xiv., Ixx. and xl. The second book 
passed through the hands of a redactor who preferred Eiohim 
to Jehovah, and therefore altered the prevailing name, while 
he allowed Jehovah to stand untouched in various places. The 
feeling which prompted the later Jews to avoid pronouncing 
Jehovah must have arisen gradually, influencing some authors to 
substitute Eiohim for it. It is probable that those who collected 
the Psalms had also a feeling of this nature. Jehovah was the 
prevailing name, which the original authors employed. For it 
Eiohim was substituted in many cases by later persons. De 
Wette is inclined to resolve the usage into the different ages 
of the psalms. This is hardly sufficient, because Eiohim and 
Jehovah came to be equally applied at one time. DeHtzsch* 
ag^ thinks that the origin of tne distinction is based upon imi- 
tation of the Pentateuch, where the two names are applied with 

* Die Poetuehen Biicher, I. pp. 191, 192. 

* Pymbolae ad Paalmoi iUnitrand. iiagogioae, p. 21 et seqq. 
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discrixoination, a hypothesis arbitraiy and baseless. Keil^ again 
accounts for it from design on the part of the writers, to meet 
and counteract the influence arising from the contracted notions 
of the surrounding heathen with their national and local deities, 
over the covenant-people, who might possibly be led to think 
.of Jehovah the God of Israel as a limited national God. This 
view is too artificial, attributing to the sacred writers what would 
scarcely have influenced them to such an extent. Besides, it is 
too narrow to embrace all the facts. It only explains a part of 
them. Some poets preferred Elohim, some Jehovah. This will 
account for the usage in part. Their own tastes were their 
guide. But the collectors introduced considerable alteration, 
making difierent epithets predominate, according to their feel- 
ings in relation to the name Jehotah. The peculiarity of usage 
now observable must have chiefly proceeded from them.* 

X. Bupijcates. — TIow comes it that we have duplicate 
psalms in the collecition? Thus the fourteenth psalm is re- 
peated in tlic fifty-third with some unimportant changes. The 
Rabbins attributed this to the author himself, «.c., to David. 
He is supposed to have made a second edition. The changes 
were not deliberatoly made by a later writer, so Hengstenberg 
argues, because such a liberty would hardly have been taken 
with a psalm of David ; and because the later form in that case 
would either have been excluded from the psalter, or substituted 
for the* first form, or immediately connected with it. Hence he 
infers that the original author re-wrote it with modifications ; but 
without any intention to supersede the use of the original compo- 
sition. In the Old Testament times, and especially that of David, 
authors did not practice this kind of retractatio. They did not 
critically and minutely correct their own compositions. The 
thing is comparatively modern.^ Had David himself made -the 
collection of psalms, there would be more probability in the 
hypothesis ; but as it arose out of smaller collections after the 
return from captivity, the idea of a second edition of any poem 
proceeding from himself must be rejected. It may be noticed that 
Jehovah is changed into Elohim, the latter word being a charac- 
teristic mark of the second book. Tliis shews the hand of him 
who made the second book ; and excludes the idea of his having 
inserted the fifty-third or second copy inadvertently ^ forgetting 
that it existed already. The most important diflference between 
the texts lies in the sixth verse of the fifty-third, which stands for 
the fifth and sixth of the fourteenth. It is probable, however, that 
there was an original identity, because the remains of it may 
. be detected in the mme or similar letters. The original iden- 

> Einleitung, p. 346. « See Hupfeld, Die Psalmen, rol. iy. p. 461. 

• Bee Hengsteaberg's Commentar, u. s. w., vol, i. p. 276 et seqq. 
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tity waa disturb^ by the accidental nustakes of tranaoribm 
In the course of transcription and oral tradition the variatioiiv 
in words and letters were shaped into their present form* 
The connection in liii. 6 is loose and singular; shewing its 
tfNoriginality. Nor indeed is that in xiv. 5, 6 very naturaL 
Whi^ of the two texts is the older can scarcely be made out. 
Ewald regards the fifty-third as the original.* Certainly the 
diction favours this opinion. But the sixth verse is less original 
than xiv. 6, 6. We do not agree with Paulus, Bosenmuller, 
and De Wette, who see in it a later addition with relation to a 
certain occurrence. 

Another exau^le occurs in the eighteenth psalm and 2 Sam. 
xxii., of which Hengstenberg has given the same view, viz., that 
David himself prepared a twofold form of the composition ; and 
therefore that both are equally authentic and inspired. But the 
character of the variations is hot such as to shew an intentional 


revision and alteration, whichever text be taken for the original 
one. It shews an accidental origin. The psalm-readings are 
unquestionably superior. Hence Von Lengerke is wrong in 
assigning nearly an equal value to both ; much more Bleek, 
who attributes a very decided iircponderancc of original read- 
ings to 2 Sam. xxii. There are very few readings indeed in 
2 Sam. xxii. which are preferable. Wc attribute the variations 
of that text to negligence in transcription and oral tradition. 
The orthography is defective in vowel letters. The readings 
which differ are generally careless, prosaically inclining, and 
incorrect. Thus in the twenty-eighth verse nHN ^5 b^mes 
in 2 Samuel ; and the second member substitutes 

and thou lettest doum thine eyes upon the lofty ^ 

for^ niOn bring down ; 

the former an unusual and unsuitable expression, falsely trans- 
lated by Hengstenberg, thine eyes against the high tl^at thou 
mayest bring them down. Acute and able examinations of the 


readings are given by Hitzig and Hupfeld. 

The seventieth psalm is a repetition of the fortieth from the 
fourteenth to the eighteenth verses inclusive. It is difficult to 
say how a piece of one became another psalm. Hengstenberg, 
as before, refers the twofold edition to David himsmf ; while 


ffitzig simOarly assumes an arbitrary alteration on the part of 
the author, whom he supposes to be Jeremiah. The variations 
probably originated in the course of the traditional use of the 
psidm. Ehmim is generally substituted for Jehovah, in the 
text of tibe seventieth. This is a characteristic of the seex^ 


1 Blndiaa sad KritiksD for 1S29, p. 744 etse^ 
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bo^. Ewald and Hitzie give the preference to ^e text of the 
fbrtieth ; which they think the original. On the other hand, 
Hupfdd prefers on the whole that of the seventieth. Where 
Sacn masters of Hebrew disagree, the question is a difficult one. 
We incline to the opinion of Hupfeld ; though some readings in 
the fortieth are certainly preferable to the corresponding ones 
in the seventieth. 

Five verses in the fifty-seventh psalm, i.e., 8-12, reappear in 
the 108th with some alterations; and lx. 8-11 in the 108th also. 
Thus the 108th is made up of pieces of two others; shewing 
the hand of one destitute of originality and poetic inspiration. 
The two parts do not hang well together when put into close 
juxta-position ; and the variations of the 108th shew the 
originality of fifty-seven and sixty. 

In the 144th psalm a free use is made of the eighteenth. 
The latter is Davidic, the former not. The later poet of the 
144th imitated the earlier. The likeness is most apparent in 
verses 1, 2, 5, 6, 7 ; but it is also visible in 3, 9, 15. The 
theophany of the 144th is much inferior to that of the 
eighteenth. 

The 105th and 9Gth psalms are also the original of 1 Chron. 
xvi. 8-36. 

XI. Poetical Characteristics. — ^The psalms are properly 
lyric f that is, they arc songs or odes. This is the earliest species 
of poetry, because it is the immediate expression of the feelings 
as they arise : simple, spontaneous, unstudied, and natural. jWI 
emotions therefore are poured forth in it. Elevated and de- 
pressed feelings, passions strong and vehement, soft and plain- 
tive, are expressed. The peculiarity of the lyrical song con- 
sists of the form given to it by the musical accompaniment ; 
or rather, the rliythm and time for which it is fitted to be sung 
and played to. 

The psalter is termed by Dc Wette a lyric anthology^ because 
it contains the lyric productions of different authors at various 
times ; the title “psalms of David” being no more than a 
nominatio a potiorL It contains, however, only fragments of 
the Hebrews’ lyric poetry. In Gen. iv. 23, 24 ; Ex. xv. ; 
Judges V., we have specimens earlier than David. The direc- 
tions given by Moses immediately before his death have the 
appearance of being cast in the same form. The lyric reached 
its culminating point in David, who carried it to its highest 
Infection. It has been asked if the lyric poetry of the He- 
Drews was devoted exclusively to the service of religion. The 
answer must be in the negative, when we look at David’s elegy 
over Saul and Jonathan (2 Sam. i. 19-27), and the song of the 
well (Nuin. xxi. 17, etc.). The Song of Sclomon also refers to 
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common life, its subject being the chaste and faithful lore oi a 
maiden. So also the forty-fifth psalm is secular. Very few 
poems of the latter class were composed. The religious greatly 
prevailed, nearly all being of that character. The Hebrews 
were a people into whose ideas generally the religious element 
was interwoven by means of their varied institutions. They 
referred events immediately to Jehovah. Hence their songs 
were dictated by the feelings towards God which constitute 
their life and beauty. In referring to the few secular pieces 
scattered throughout the Old Testament we do not mean to 
indicate that these are all the lyrics of that class which the 
Hebrews composed. It would be unfair so to restrict their num- 
ber. All that need be asserted is, that such odes were very few 
in comparison with the religious ones. A theocratic people, 
whose histoiy^ is a foreshadow of the Cliristian life, could not 
but have their souls most moved and elevated by the contempla- 
tion of that Being whose manifestations so visibly surrounded 
them.^ Lyric poetry contains within itself the germs of 
other species, the elegiac, gnomic, idyllic, dramatic. These are 
only the development of the lyric, which easily passes over into 
them. Hence some find elegiac and gnomic psalms, idylls, and 
dramatic odes. All, however, are that being the general 
and more comprehensive appellation ; while the others are 
specific. Some are didactic or ethical, as the 119th. The 
twenty-third is a sort of idyll or pastoral poem. Many are of 
a plaintive or elegiac nature, as the forty-second. The nearest 
approach to the dramatic is the twenty-fourth psalm. But 
we decidedly object to the opinion of Horsley that “the far 
greater part of the psalms arc a sort of dramatic ode, consisting 
of dialogues between persons sustaining certain characters.*'* 
The writers have sometimes thrown their ideas into forms which 
appear to involve different speakers, to give animation and 
vivacity to their compositions. Alternate or responsive choirs 
should not be assumed in such cases. It is probable, indeed, 
that the temple psalms, and all intended for the public ser- 
vice of Jehovah, were sung by choirs. “ But it by no means 
follows," says I)e Wette, “that we must divide the psalms 
themselves into choruses : it is probable that the chorus simply 
repeated."* All the psalms, or even the majority, were not 
composed for use in the public service of God. I^me were 
written with that design ; others with no such intention ; while 
others were afterwards adapted to it by addition or modification. 
Examples of these may be found in xv. 24 ; vii. 22 ; and xxv. 

1 See De 'W'ette's Commentar, Einleitun^, pp. 1, 2. 

< Preface to translation of Ptolnu, p. xii£ Theological works, toI. It. 

3 Commentar, JEHnleit. p. 66. 
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The distmgaishing feature of Hebrew poetry is a certain 
rhythm of sentiment. Thought correspond to thought in re* 
petition^ amplification, contrast, or response. This peculiarity 
expresses itself in the outward form and sound, in parallelism 
of the members of a period, or in other words, a rhythmical 
proportion between them. The divisions of the thought are 
mdicated by rhythmical divisions or parallel lines. Par^elism 
is of different kinds. De Wette has specified four. 

1. Where there is a perfect resemblance or antithesis of 
thoughts, the words will be equal in number, and will some- 
times have even a certain resemblance in sound. This may be 
called t/te perfect or original parallelism, which coincides with 
metre and rhyme, though it is not the same. As an example 
take viii. 5 : 


What is man, that thou art mindful of him, 

And the son of man that thou visitest him ! 

Here there is resemblance of thought, equality of words, and 
similarity of sound. 

As an example of antithesis of thought with equality in words, 
take XX. 9 : 

They are brought down and fallen ; 

But we arc risen and stand upright. 

An example oi progression of thought, Ps. xix. 8 : 

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul : 

The statutes of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple. 

In these three examples we have, according to Lowth's termino- 
logy, the synonymous, antithetic, and synthetic parallelisms. 

2. This external proportion of words is not often observed in 
the psalter. The members are often unequal. The inequality 
is of different kinds. 

(a) The simple unequal parallelism, in which one member is 
too short for the other, for example, Ps. Ixviii. 33 : 

Sing unto God, yc kingdoms of the earth ; 

Sing praises to the Lord. 

Ps. xxxvii. 13 : 

The Lord shall lau^h at him ; 

For he secth that his day is coming. 

{h) The complex unequal paraHelism, having either the firs* 
or second members composed of two propositions, by which 
means a complex member corresponds to a simple one. Ex- 
amples occur m Ps. xxxvi. 7 : 

( Thy righteousness is like the great mountains ; 

\ Thy judgments are a great deep ; 

0 iMtd & 0 U preservest man and beast. 



m 


,SBS BOOK, or ItA U U - 


A^oofding to the thouglity this is the iynomytMiUM* ^ Awtlior 
whicli presents the antitli^tic pa r al l e li s n ii is in Fli* 

XT, 4: 

In whose eyes a Tile person is oontemned, 

I But who honourcth toem that fear the Lord 
I Who sweareth to his neighbour and changeth not 

Another which is synthetic is, 

( He that putteth not out his money to usury 
( Nor tokcth a bribe against the innocent ; * 

He that docth these things shall never be moved. 

(c) Sometimes the simple member is disproportionally smsll» 
and then the inequality is still more striking, as, 

( I have announced thy ri^hte<»usncs8 in the great congregation, 
j Lo, I liave not restrained my lips, 

0 Lord, thou knowest it. 

There is frequently a parallelism in each proposition and mem- 
ber, as bdx. 4 : 

< More tfian the hairs of mine head are they who hate mb without beasom ; 

( Mighty are they m'ho seek to destroy me ueino Ml^E enemies without cause ; 

' I must restore what I took not away. 

(d) Sometimes the complex member is increased to three or 
four propositions, as i. 3 : 

I He is like a tree planted by water brooks, 

And bringctli forth its fruit in its season, 

And its leaves do not wither ; 

And all that he doeth shall prosper. 

{e) Instead of the full subordinate parallelism, we sometimes 
find only a short clause or supplement, mostly in the second 
member, as Ps. v. 2, 3. 

( Give ear to my words, 0 l/)rd, 

Consider my meditation. 

Hearken to the voice of my cry, my King and my God ; 

For unto thee will I pray. 

In all these forms of parallelism, the proportion is in the 
thoughts, not in the extent of the words. 

3. The equality is sometimes restored by both members in- 
stead of one, becoming complex. This kind of parallelism arises 
out of the preceding, in which but one of the members is com- 
plex, causing an unequal parallelism. Here there arc both full- 
ness of thought and perfect proportion of form. An example 
nccurs in Ps. xxxi. 11 : 

For my life is spent with grief. 

And my years with sighing ; 

My stren^h faileth because of mine iniquity, 

And my bones are consumed. 

This is a synonymous parallelism. 
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Or tlie members may have alternate correepondenoe, as Fs. 

IT. 26 . 

Let tbem be ashamed and brought to confhsion together 
That rejoice at mine hurt ; 

Let them be clothed with shame and dishonour, 

T^t magnify themselves against me. 

An example of the antithetic is in xxx. 6. 

For a moment passes in his anger, 

4 life in his favour ; 

At evening weeping returns, 

And at morning joy. 

As there is an alternate correspondence at times in the case of 
the synonymous, so there is also in the antithetic, as Ps. xliv. 3. 

With thy hand didst thou drive out the heathen, 

And plantcdst them ; 

Thou didst afflict the people. 

And didst enlarge them. 

There are also instances of double parallelism of the synthetic 
class, as ciii. 11, 12. 

As the heaven is high above the earth, 

So great is his mercy to them that fear him ; 

As far as the cast is from the west, 

So far hath he removed our transg^rcssions from us. 

There are also triplet parallelisms, both of the synonymous 
and synthetic class, as Ps. xciii. 3, 4. 

The floods, 0 Lord, 

The floods lift up their voice ; 

The floods lift up their roaring. 

Mightier than the voice of many waters, 

Yea, than the mighty waves of the sea. 

Is J chovah in his lofty habitation. 

Of the antithetic, we have Ps. Ixxvii. 18, 19. 

Thy thunder roared in the whirlwind, 

Thy lightnings enlightened the world ; 

The earth trembled and shook. 

Thy way was through the sea, 

And thy patli through great waters, 

And thy footsteps could not bo known. 

4. Sometimes there is a rhythmical species of parallelism con- 
sisting merely in the form of the period. Here there is no rhythm 
in thou^t. Examples of this occur in aU the preceding kinds, 
(a) With the number of words nearly equal, as Ps. xix. 12. 

By them also is thy servant warned. 

In keeping of them there ii great reward. 
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0) "Wi&k gpmik ii$^Teptiitiisia in. tbe* naiTiibw a£ Tmniliti as 
xzx. 3. 

Jehoyah my God, , 

r cried to mee, and thou hoabdat.me.. 

(c) With a douH© and a simple member, as xiy. 7: 

( 0 that the doUyerance of Israel were come out of Zion ! 

\ When the Lord bringeth back the captivity of his peopl% 

Jacob shall rejoice and Israel bo glad. 

(d) With two double members, as Ps, xxxi..23. 

I said in my distress, 

I am cut off from before thine eyes ; 

Truly thou hast heard the voice of my supplication 
When I cried unto thee. 

This form of parallelism brings us to the utmost limits of the 
province of rhythm, very near to prose.* 

Analogous to the parallelism of verses there appears in Hebrew 
poetry, not always, but often, an artificial rhythmical structure 
of several verses in relation to one another, similar to strophes. 
It may be well designated by this term when it returns with 
regularity in the compass of one poem. Parts consisting of 
various verses that run even and parallel to each other, deserve 
the appellation. Various psalms present such complex rhythmi- 
cal structure. The strophes consist of two, three, or more verses. 
In some instances the body, or only the leading part of the psalm, 
im distributed into strophical members ; while an introduction, 
a termination, or botli, stand outside the structure. In the 
detection of such strophes there is scope for much ingenuity, and* 
at the same time, for arbitrary conjecture, since they are not very 
obvious in many cases. Where an odd verso or refrain occurs, 
it facilitates the discovery of them ; though such refrain is not 
always conditioned by an evenly stro])hic period. Take an 
example from the forty-second and forty-third psalms which 
should be but one. 

As a hart pants for tho water brooks, 

So pants my soul for thee, 0 Ix>rd ; 

My soul thirsts fi>r God, the living God : 

'Wnen shall I come and appear before God ? 

My tears have been my food day and night, 

Wnile they say to me continually, “ Where is thy God ?” 

I will think of it — and pour out my soul in mo — 

How I onoo walked in procession with tho multitude to the house of God, 

With sounds of joy and praise, with the festive multitude. 

Whff art thou cast downy O my nouly and why art thou disquieted in me f 
Mope thou in Ood ; for I ehail yet praise himy 
The help of my countenance and my God. 

^ Bee De Wetta’s Commeutor, £^nleitung, p. 4^, ot soqq. 
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lAi^ ifte, 

Th«iefore'will I imnember thee from the land of Joidan aBd>ihe Hmott^. 
TSrom the mountain of reproach. 

Beep csdls to deep at the rushing of thy waterfalls, 
tiiy wB;fei ana thy billows haTe gone oTer me. 

In the day Jehotah commands his kindness^ 

And in the niaht his song is with me, 

A prayer to the God of my life. 

I will say to God my rock : Why hast thou forgotten me ? 

Why must I go mourning because of the oppression of the enemy*^' 

With a crushing in my bones have m^ppressors despised me ; 

While they say to me continually, “ wliere is thy God ?** 

down, 0 vny soul, and why art thou dioquisHd in'nUo ? 

Hope thou in God; for I shall yet praioe hinty 
The help of my eountenanee and my God* 

Judge me, 0 God, and defend my cause against a merciless nation ! 

From the unjust and deceitful man deliver me ! 

For thou art the God of my refuge ; why hast thou cast me off? 

Why must I go mourning because of the oppression of the enemy ? 

O send forth thy light and thy truth, let them guide me, 

Let them lead me to thy holy mountain and thy dwelling-place. 

That I may come to the altar of God, 

To the God of my joy and exultation. 

And I may praise thee on the harp, 0 God, my God. 

Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul, and why art thou disquieted in the f 
Mope thou in God ; for I shall yet praise him. 

The Itelp of my countenance and my God. 

Here are three strophes, each terminating with the same 
refrain. Another example of strophc-stinicture, but not marked 
by a refrain, occurs in the twenty-third psalm. 

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

On mreen pjisturcs he makes me to lie down, 

He leads me to the still waters. 

2 ITo revives mv soul, 

lie leads me m the paths of righteousness, 

For his name’s sake. 

Even wlien I walk in the valley of darkness, 

I will fear no evil for thou art with mo ; 

Thy rod and thy stuff, they comfort me. 

3 Thou preparcst a table before me. 

In the presence of mine enemies ; 

Thou hast anointed mine bead wuth. oil, 

My cup runs over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

And 1 shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

Here are three strophes, each consisting of two verses. In the 
first God is represented as a faithful shepherd ; in the second as 
a sure guide or leader ; in the third as a boimtiM host, the joys 
of whose house are lasting. 

In the case of the seventy-ninth psalm, which consists of 
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three strophes, each containing four verses, thct last verse is a 
sort of epiphonema, and stands apart therefore from the strophe* 
structure. 

In Ae eighty-second the first verse forms a peculiar introduc- 
tion ; and the eighth an epiphonema. Subtracting these, there 
are two strophes of three verses each. 

Hengstenberg appears to us to have indulged in strophe- 
building much more than can be reasonably approved. Unless 
there be in a psalm a perceptible similarity of thought, extend- 
ing over several verses in rliythmical forms bearing some analog^y, 
it IS safer to divide it into parts or sections, not strophes. Thus 
we do not, vuth that critic, recognise three strophes in the 
thirty-fifth psalm, viz., 1-10, 11-18, 19-28. The third merely 
repeats and varies the ideas of the other two ; whereas the latter 
present a regular succession of thought. It is true that each 
terminates with a vow of thanksgiving ; but like-proportioned 
strophes are not observable. So also we should not say that the 
seventy-second has two strophes, one of ten and the other of 
seven verses, i.e., 1-10, 11-17. Rather does it consist of three 
sections, verses 1-7, 8-15, IG, 17. On the other hand, Olshausen 
is inclined to deny the existence of strophes in cases where they 
may be discerned. Thus the r28th psalm is plainly divisible 
into two strophes of three verses each, which begin with the 
same statement, Happy is he who fcarcth the Lord, Yet Olshau- 
sen says there is not sufficient ground for such separation. To 
us it appears undeuiable. 

The division of verses into parallel lines, if it be done pro- 
perly, will often facilitate the sense. But the distribution into 
strophes is as important. Unless both be carefully attended to, 
the poetic beauty, rhythm, and meaning will be partially lost to 
the reader. Thus we should arrange psahn cx. 1, 2. 

1. Jdiovah's oracle to my Ix>rd : 

Sit at my riglit hand, 

Till 1 make thine enemies thy footstool. 

2. The sceptre of thy power Jehovah sends out of Zion. 

Hole thou in the midst of thine enemies. 

But Rogers' arranges the first verso thus — 

Jehovah’s oracle to my Lord, sit at my right hand. 

Till I make thine enemies thy footstool ; 

which is not so good. The fifth verse consists of three lines in 
the same manner. 

The age and language of particular psalms do not always bear 
the relation which might be expected. Purity and ease of diction 

> The book of Psalms in Hebrew metrically arranged, eto. p. 223. 
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cliaracteri«e the later more than the earlier ones. As a general 
rule, the style and language of the older is stiffer and more diffi- 
cult than that of the later. Their ideas and images, however, 
are stronger and more original. Some psalms compos^ after 
the captivity are equal in all respects to those of David. De 
Wette has proposed the rule, that a psalm should be considered 
older in proportion to the awkwardness of its phrai^logy, as 
weU as the fullness, freedom, and compression of its thoughts ; 
and later in proportion to the ease, elegance, and facility of its 
language in addition to the perspicuous arrangement of its 
matter.^ This may be accepted with some limitation. The 
poetical merit is often in an inverse proportion to the agjB. 
Those attributed to the sons of Korah occupy a high rank in 
sublimity and beauty ; and many belonging to the time of the 
exile are not less elegant. It is true that those of later origin 
often bear marks of imitation, especially the plaintive in tone. 
David composed a number of this class, which formed models 
for succeeding poets. The oldest, being freshest and most original 
in matter, form, and language, were copied by later authors ; for 
the ideeis and phrases are little varied. Perhaps the national 
calamities of the Jews suggested many of these. Similarity 
of situation will in part account for their likeness. The alpha- 
betic and hallelujah psalms also present marks of imitation. 
The 60th and 139th may be taken as odes of great poetical 
merit and beauty. Both are later than David; the former, 
earlier than the latter, and having more of the prophetic cast, 
vigorous in tone, and vivid in description ; the latter more 
philosophical and abstract, but allied to the class of plaintive 
songs. The 131st may also be quoted as beautifully poetical 
and religious. It is later than David. On the other hand, the 
116th bears marks of imitation, or at least of reminiscences of 
earlier poems, and presents a prosaic diction. Neither the ideas 
nor language exhibit p<^tic inspiration or excellence, though 
pious feeling pervades it. Again, the thirty-eighth psalm is 
of inferior merit, and bears marks of imitating the sixth. 

XII. Messianic psalms. — It has been generally held that 
various psalms refer to the Messiah, his sufPermgs, dealh, 
majesty, and power. Both Jews and Christians have found 
allusion to him ; the former, because they thought the descrip- 
tion most suitable to his person and character; the latter, 
because the New Testament applies different passages to him. 
Such psalms have been divided into the two classes of exclimvefy 
and secondarily Messianic. According to this classiheation, some 
are directly prophetical of him, as the 110th ; while others have 


^ Comnontar, Eu4eit., p. 16. 
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iiislif ^ iieo^iidaiy lieferenoe. Tbe {iraaiay #6ziia ihe Mter 
^bdoAg^ U) Davia, the illustrious aucestcu: aud tjrpe ^ MesiUl> 
or to oome j[uous su&rer ; the higher and seoondaiy nmuso Ad 
jaarid’s greater son. Here a distmction has been made between 
•l^e original meaning, or that which the writer himself oon* 
{Sleeted with the words, and the additional sense lying in the 
words through the mysterious operation of the Holy Spirit and 
.xafeiring to Christ. We greatly doubt the exegesis whidi 
#a{:sK)6es such two-fdd reference or sense. The hmguage has 
Jbut one meaning; although it may be applied in ni<^ ways than 
one. Grammatico-historical interpretation sanctions no more 
a aingle sense. Others divide them into these two classes : 
Xst. Such os announced the sufferings and death of the Saviour. 
3nd. Such as related to his power and majesty. Under the 
former head are put psalms xvi., xxii., xl. ; under the latter, ii., 
xlv., Ixxii., cx. 

llie chief reason for pronouncing so many psalms Messianic 
is the alleged authority of the ^ew Testament writers who 
apply passages to Christ. But though inspired they were not 
infallible. In their explanation of psalms they may have fol- 
lowed the traditional interpretation of the Jews : or their own 
.subjectivity may appear. As long as inspiration is not tanta- 
mount to infallibility, a fact which is almost axiomatic, we 
at liberty to look at the Messianic exposition of a psalm by the 

r ies and New Testament writers generally in the light of 
laws of grammatical interpretation. If those laws be 
ubserved^ the interpretation is correct ; if they be violated, it 
must be rejected. What says the Hebrew original itself ; n(^ 
the Septuagint which the Christian writers followed ; nor even 
those writers themselves? If Christ indeed clearly affirms on 
Aio own authority that a psalm was predictive of himself, that 
settles the matter. No doubt should then cross the mind. But 
the case is different in relation to human authors who had the 
Spirit of God in measure, not above measure, Tho words of the 
original, fairly explained, are a highof rule. They are the only 
standard by which every quotation should be tried. But we 
ajce not shut up to the conclusion that the apostles w^e boos- 
taken in their use of the psalms; though their Messlanie ap^ 
plications of them in the New Testament must not give rise to a 
irule binding on every Christian to explain the pmmB in 
tiw properly Messianic. Those who follow such a oan<m 
that they understand neither the Old Testament nor the 
Wben individual ideas expressed in several paa^i, such 
a# tke foriy-fifth, contain t^ths that seemed to the aposUes and 
other New Testament writers to find Uieir highest fulfilment in 
CSirist ; and especiaUjr when the whole of the Old Testament 



MUMinenoe poiiit to opMlolfe 

Mnodlwe applicationa m quortioii etc perfscfly jartifirfllf ^ 
SMimee of the Old Teetomeiit itself, as well as bf 
utteTancsas eoidaiiuii^ deep tarntlis of everkating sigaiftwaMiia 
'fiSie orgaiuc ooimection between the ^two TestasBents wai/aoti 
the quotations to which we allude; for the same 
qmokened the varioiiB writers in both parts of the Bible. 3%e 
highest and holiest longmgs of Old Testament seers were 
alfy Messianic. They pointed onward to a future far better ahan 
the present out of which they sprung. Ihe best hopes Of Ehe 
old saints were realised in the di^nsation introduced W Ohi^. 
Places of the Old Testament seen in the light of jf<M3U8 the 
Messiah by the apostles, quickened a new life in connection with 
Mim ; and the deep truths contained in them took a siidden bold 
of their spirits ; what wonder then that the passages should be 
directly referred to the great Deliverer and find their utmost ae* 
oomplishment in his person and reign? This however is M 
reflBon why we should find a historxcal^ Messianic sense in die 
passages ; or suppose that they were comoiauslt/ meant of C%u4st. 
The proper, original sense is one thing ; the New Testament ap- 
plication another. 

Let us now look at the several psalms which are regairded as 
Memanic, 

Psalm xvi. The last four verses of this psalm are quoted bv 
Peter in the Acts of the Apostles, h. 25, etc. ; and the Eeiida 
verse by Paul in the same book ; both apostles referring them 
to Christ and his resurrection. But the language of ^ede 
refuses to admit the interpretation. The word (vewe 1#) 

does not mean corruption but the grave; and therefore die 
rendering of it by Bui<f)6opd in Acts ii. 27 is incorrect. Ihe 
proper reading is ho/g ones or saints; not the smgtdar^ 

ihg holy one; shewing that it refers to the pious generally. 
'Suffering his pious ones not to see the grave is to deliver them 
the peril of death. The resurrection of Messiah, or of men gene- 
rally, is an idea which was foreign to David or the poets of the 
older time. Only the later Jews entertained it. And it is ineoiBr 
pzehensible how the poet could transfer his hopes and lecSUngs 
to the person of another coming long after him. The su^eodve 
cliaracter of psalm-poetry forbids the transference. As Hiqifeld 
affirms, it is p^cnologically impossible.^ Besides, tbe fourth 
verse is inap^cable to Chiist, ** their drink-offerings of blood 
win 1 not offer, nor take up their names into my Hps.^ 
can the Messiah say with propriety that He will not join in the 
impious services of idolaters, nor even name the nnmvff o£ their 

> Dis tqI. i.,4^ SOa. 
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deities P The only way in which the psalm can be called 
Messianic is by supposing the language of it ideals instead of 
m^al and hiatarioaL The feelings and hopes of the poet are 
amply ideal. They are aspirations uttered in poetry. As 
such they find their fiiU realization in the resurrection of 
Christ, ^at fact alone contains a complete yerification and 
fulfilment of them. The poet seems to have been carried awajr 
in cpiritual aspiration and nope beyond the current ideas of his 
time, BO as to anticipate a period when he should be freed from 
the power of the grave and enjoy intimate communion with God. 
His imagination takes a higher flight into the future ; painting 
in the indefinite language of longing hope the deliverance and 
joy he should have hereafter. Such an ideal finds its full truth 
m Messiah alone ; though the writer was unconscious of His 
person or resurrection, and spake out of and in relation to 
purified humanity itself. The author had not the Messiah in 
his mind, though his words find their reality in him. Those 
who wish to see the exclusively Messianic interpretation eff^ 
tually refiited, may consult Hengstenberg’s arguments against 
it.' 

Fsahn xxii. This psalm is regarded as Messianic because 
various parts of it are quoted and applied as such in the New 
Testament ; in John’s Gospel xix. 34, and Heb. ii. 11, 12. There 
is a singular coincidence ^tween some passages and what befel 
the Redeemer in his sufferings and crucifixion ; while the com- 
mencement, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me,” 
was repeated by Him on the cross. But though there are 
various remarkable correspondences between the psalm and the 
history of Christ’s personal sufferings, we cannot approve of its 
being interpreted as properly Messianic. It was not meant to 
be predictive. It contains a prayer. lie who prays in it does 
not speak of another hut o/himaelf, as Hofmann^ righ^ afiBrms; 
though Reinke® strangely asserts the opposite. Even Keil 
refrains from the untenable position of his orthodox brother. 
The writer did not think of Messiah because, 

(a) The sufferings of the speaker had continued for a time. 
He had cried to God for help by day and night in vain (ver. 2). 

(ft) The description of his distress in the prospect of deadly 
pern, and his anxiety in prayer to be delivered from death and 
leaved alive, are unsuitable to Christ, who gave himself up unto 
the i.eo,ih freely for all. 

(c) It is psychologically inconceivable, as Hengstenberg 
affiiw, that the poet (mould identify himself with the condition 

( Commeatar ueber die Psalmen, rol. i. pp. 338, 339. 

* Der Sehnftbeweii, toI. ii. ente Abtheiiung, p. 189, lecond edition. 

* Dee MeMtomeohe Fudmen, toL i. p. 107 et leqq. 
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and feelings of another. How could David or any other extend 
his own consciousness to that of his of&pring, without destroying 
personal identity ? The sufferings of a righteous man who is 
persecuted by his enemies, are the subject, not Messiah. Well 
may Hengstenberg say that the direct and exclusive reference 
of the psdm to Christ presents such difficulties that one cannot 
feel at perfect liberty to adopt it, but is rather inclined to look 
about for some other interpretation which may satisfy the mind. 
His own hypothesis indeed is quite as difficult, viz., that the 
ideal person of the righteous One is referred to.' 

Psalm xl. This psalm has also been considered Messianic by 
many interpreters, because the sixth, seventh, and eighth verses 
are referred to Christ in the Epistle to the Hebrews x. 5-7. 
This is opposed to the meaning of the original words. The 
LXX., whom the writer of the epistle follows, translate the 
Hebrew incorrectly. What the psalm speaks of is not the 
abolishing of sacrifices by the self-sacrifice of Christ, but of 
obedience to God and thankfulness to Him. The writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews quotes the words of the psalm for the 
purpose of expressing in Scripture terms the contrast between 
the Old Testament sacrifices and that of Him who not only 
offered himself, but came into the world to obey the will of God 
by such a self-sacrifice.* Christ is not the speaker in the psahp, 
nor does another speak of him. This is shewn by the twelfth 
verse, in which the writer refers to his innumerable iniquities ; 
and by the earnest prayers of the sufferer to be delivered from 
his painful condition, which are out of place in relation to 
Messiah. 

Psalm ii. This psalm is quoted in the Hew Testament and 
applied to Messiah by the early Christian disciples in Jerusalem 
^cts iv. 25) ; by Paul (Acts xiii. 33) ; and by the writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews (i. 5). Wo may therefore presume that 
it was the current interpretation of the day. Yet internal 
evidence is against the exposition. The Christian idea of 
Messiah is different from that which is here presented. Christ 
does not break the nations with a rod of iron ; because his king- 
dom is spiritual not carnal. Yet the poet speaks of the govern- 
ment of the world being given to the king pourtrayed. How 
can this apply to an Israelite monarch. It only applies 
eally. Soon after Solomon ascended the throne, an inspired ]^t 
composed this ode concerning him, representing him as a mi^ly 
conc^ueror who should subdue and rule over the nations. In 
strains of poetic exaggeration he sang the praises of the glorious 
monarch. Delitzsch errs greatly in assigning the ode to Heae- 

I Commentar, ii. p. 8. 

* See Hofinann'f Sohriftbeweii^ toL ii., sweiter AbUieilung, pp. 2, 8, leeoad edn. 



rm BOOK vov scmiiks. 


kiali^fl tune. The hopes and aspiiatians of the poet exceed diair 
oiBual measure. swell beyond the aotu^ and realisable 

into an ideal region of anticipatian. In a moment of high iat- 
epiration, he is carried away in imagination to represent Israel’e 
hmgdom stretching over the world. Such an ideal can only 
Jbe fulfilled in the Messianic time ; and therefore the description 
may so far be termed Messianic. But that is different from a 
definite, designed description of Christ. The poet did not mem 
to speak of Ilim. The kingdom of Israel is poetically glorified 
in its theocratic character ; all the proud pretensions and hopes 
-of the nation being attached to it. The national feelings take 
ihe form of an ideal elevation of the Hebrew monarchy now re- 
presented by Solomon; the poet stretching his fancy so far 
beyond the nistorical as to get into the Messianic region where 
alone his aspirations receive fulfilment. 

Hengstenberg has adduced a number of considerations in 
favour of the proper Messianic sense, such as the phrases, S<m 
of God, begotten by God (verse 7) ; Son absolutely (verse 12) ; 
trusting in the Son (ibid.);^ forgetting that the Son of God is an 
appellation which may be appropriately given to every king of 
Israel (being necessarily a figurative one) denoting a certain 
covenant-relation. In Ex. iv. 22 the people of Israel are called 
Jehovah's first-born son. The term ^5 in the twelfth verse 
means purely not son ; the right translation being worship 
purely and means, trusting in Jehovah not Messiah. 


Psalm xlv. Two verses (the eighth and ninth) of this psalm 
•are applied to Christ by the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
(chap. i. 8, 9). The author of that Epistle docs not say that 
the Father addresses the Son as 6 ^eo?, because is a 

term applied to the Scripture, and has not for its subject God 
the Father ; because Trpov does not mean to but concerning, as 
in the preceding context; and because the writer himself did 
not wish to convey the idea that the Son was directly addressed 
W the title o ^€09. We believe, however, that the New 
Testament author argues from the application of o deo^ in 
■Scripture to the Son, that he is superior to angels. It is obserr- 
■able, that the Kal following rov alwro^ divides one part of the 
quotation from another. But we cannot believe with Hofxnaan, 
'mat such ^separation shews the writer to have taken the king to 
be a Jewish one anointed by Jehovah, who has fellows or /a€t 6- 
Xow, and leaves the readers to regard 6 6p6vo^ cov 6 Beo^ either 
as an address to Jehovah ; or rather as an address to Jehovah's 
oarihly anointed, agreeably to the true connection of the orig^n«l. 
«s is said, the condition of his readers obliged him to use the 
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we cannot see that tke argiment lias any other 
.obj^^ttnan to justify the application of uco? to the Son by the 
0reek. Whatever sense he may have attached to the original 
jBLebrew, whether the true one or not, he has certainly employed 
,the Septuagint translation of it to prove that the Son is spok^ 
;Gf as 6 ^€09. Hofmann^s reasoning virtually makes the writer of 
the Epistle perceive the correct meaning of the Old Testament 
passage, and yet employ an incorrect representation of it. 
The tfews seem to have explained it allegorically of the marriage 
relation between Messiah and his church, and therefore this 
allegorical sense was adopted by the early Christians. It does 
not follow, however, that because some words may bear a 
Messianic application, the entire ode must be Messianic. We 
must look at the original meaning of the words, not the sense 
put into them by later readers. The psalm is evidently an 
©pithalamium or nuptial song on the marriage of some king with 
a king’s daughter ; whether on Solomon’s marriage with the 
daughter of Egypt’s king, is uncertain. It is not Messianic, 
because the description docs not suit the person and character of 
Christ. Who can apply the praises of the king’s warlike 
Attributes to the Prince of Peace, without offending propriety, 
truth, and taste ? “ Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O moett 

mighty, with thy glory and thy majesty. And in fiiy majesty 
ride prosperously because of truth and meekness and rightwus- 
ness ; and tliy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. 
Thine arrow^s arc sharp in the heart of the king’s enemies ; 
whereby the people fall under thec.’^ Such language is con- 
trary to the idea of Christ presented in the New Testament. As 
the production is altogether secular in its character, and the only 
one m the book that is so, it was very early explained allegori- 
callv. Indeed it may have owxd its reception into the collection 
to that very method of interpretation. 

The sixth verse should bo translated, ** thy God^s throney i,e,, 
thy throne given and protected by God, is for ever and ever,’^ etc., 
expressing a wish for its everlasting continuance. Such hopes 
are ideal, and can be realised only in the reign of Messiah. So 
for therefore they may be called Messianic. If we translate 

O God, as the Messianic interpreters do, we obtain the idea 
of Messiah’s divine nature, which is foreign to the Old Testament, 
It has been objected to our version that there is a doubt whether 
any examples of such syntax occur elsewhere. There are, how- 
ever, plain analogies to it in TV 'pHS my strong refuge (Ps. Ixxi. 

'riyij wy strength of power (2 Sam. xxii. 33) ; *^3^*3 
npt i%y way of leicdness (Ezek. xvi. 27). Why Robinson 
(translation of Oesenius’s Lexicon, fifth edition, p. 55) should 
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say that ihe rule of lang^^ of which we have given examples 
is not applicable here, it is impossible to tell. The best He- 
braists acknowledge it in this instance, Gesenius, Ewald, Hup- 
feld, etc. ; so that the ipse-dixit of the American geographer is 
worthless.^ Those who reject the grammatical interpretation in 
favour of an allegorical one seem to forget the nature of Oriental 
poetry, which appears overstrained and extravagant in the eyes 
of a western. 

Psalm Ixxii. The title of this psalm, which represents Solo- 
mon as the author, is e\udcntly incorrect, because the con- 
tents and diction bear the stamp of a later jicriod. Hie ode 
also harmonises in various particulars w ith tlie later prophets. 
Hence it must have been composed shortly before the exile. 
No quotation from it occurs in the New’ Testament. It is 
not explained there of Christ, nonce there is no apparent 
necessity urging a certain class of interpreters to make it 
Messianic. Yet they do so in consequence of the glowing des- 
cription, the hopes, wishes, and aspirations which could not be 
realised in an ordinary man or king. The picture is evidently 
high. The ideal of a true king is given, rather than the at- 
tainable reality. The poet must have cedebrated the ascension 
to the throne of some Israelite king of Idavid’s royal line. In 
such his hopes culminated. lie gives utterance to the greatest 
aspirations which could possibly attach themselves to a mo- 
narch, speaking of him in strains that find their complete 
embodiment in Messiah alone. A considerable part of the des- 
cription is ideal, and may so far be termed ^Messianic. But the 
pwt doubtless spoke of one of David^s successors on the throne. 
This is virtually admitted by Delitzsch, who wTongly supposes 
that Solomon prescribed the psalm to his subjects as a sort of 
ecclesiastical prayer. 

Psalm cx. The Messianic exposition of this psalm is presup- 
po^ in the questions put by Jesus to the Pharisees, “ What 
think ye of (^irist ? Wh ose son is he Y ** After they say, the 
son of David,’’ he asks them, “ How then doth David in spirit 
call him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on 
my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool P” (Matt, 
xxii. 41-45). The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews applies 
a part of it to Christ (Heb. v. C). Peter does the some in the 
Acts of the Apostles (ii. 34-35). Notwdthstanding these pas- 
sages, historical interpretation rejects the Messianic view of the 

> See Gescnins’e Lehr^ebaude, paffe 735, i. ; Ewald rendow, Pein Thron i$t Gotta. 
and obeervee, that the LXX. translate erroneoualy as an address, 0 God. In his 
Lehrbuch, f 2745, he has, dein Thron iet (Thron^ottee *= gbttlich; Hupfeld has, 
Jkin Oottee-thron (eteht) immer und ewig, De Wette'a rendering is, Tknm 
Oottee tteht mmr md ewig. 
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YKMlm. Not to speak of the paychological impossibility before 
toi^onod, viz., that a writer should at once, without the least 
intimation, identify himself with a person who was to live long 
after — the language presupposes an individual already existing. 
Besides, the king is described as a victorious hero, weary wifli 
pursuing his enemies, and glad to refresh himself with water out 
of a brook ; after wliich nc pursues his march. “ He shall 
drink of the brook in the way : therefore shall he lift up the 
head.*’ Christ uses the argumentum adhoniinem with the Phari- 
sees; and the apostles foUowcd the tradition of their time in 
drawing the idea of the ^lessianic govemment of the world out 
of the psalm. The king described is David ; and the ode was 
composed by some of his contemporaries, who clothes the ad- 
dress in the form of an oracle, Jehovah said to my lord,” i.e., 
the king spoken of. In David^s reign the ancient union of the 
kingdom and priesthood, which legendary tradition attributed to 
Melcliizedcck, reappeared among the people of Judah. 

The Davidic authorship of the psalm cannot bo sustained. 
Some contemporary poet addressed it to him, on the basis of a 
divine oracle which the monarch had received as he was setting 
out on a warlike expedition. Jehovah said to wy lord/^ ue, to 
the poet’s sovereign, lienee Dolitzsch is mistaken in thinking 
that David here looks into the future of his seed, and has the 
Messiah present before his eyes.^ Nor is Hofmann more correct 
in supposing tlial the psalm was written for the church, to be 
always used of the king that should sit on the throne. He 
argues that the throne of Israel’s king was properly God’s 
throne on earth, because Jehovah Himself was their monarch; 
and that therefore the church could always employ the psalm as 
applicable to the king reigning. Of course the sense culminated 
in Christ. In this way t/tc succession of Jexeish kings is regarded 
as typical of, and preparatory to, the great king.-* The inter- 
pretation in question is ingenious but unsatisfactory. It ex- 
cludes David himself. Ilis own person is separated from the 
succeeding kings. It is surely most improbable, that he who 
was of all others the most fitting to be included, should be the 
very one unregarded. In every view, the Davidic authorship 
leads to a result wliich necessitates its rejection. Even a very 
orthodox but superficial critic admits that David did not write 
it ; though lie absurdly fixes upon Zcrubbabel, asserting, what 
his party will hardly believe, that “ the mliditij of our Saviour's 
argument was not affected by the circumstance that the psalm 
to which he referred was probably composed by Zerubbabel ; 
and this being the case, he styled the author of the psalm David 

» Commontftr, u. s. w. vol. ii., p. 412. 

* Der Sohriftboweis, yol. ii., erste Abtheiliing, p. 49C seqq. 
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89 legitimately as tbe psalm itself bore tbe name of DaWd iif 
tile su^rscription. He argued, in abort, from the superscript 
timi) and so, it may be, acknowledged and confirmed its author 
rity ; but he did not criticise or interpret it/’ ^ 

*We have thus seen that the directly Messianic sense of oer^ 
tftin psalms is chiefly based on the fact that the New Testa^ 
ment writers apply them in that way. Men feel themselves 
bound to the letter of Scripture so slavishly as to convert the 
obedience they owe it into an unreasoning service, where free- 
dom is lost. The laws of truth implanted in the mind by 
the Creator should not be so sinned against. It is now con- 
fessed by the strait est critics of a conservative school, that the 
New Testament Avriters follow the renderings of the Septuagint 
where a true exegesis shews them to be incorrect. Hengstenberg 

himself admits, that the translation of by ayyeXoL (comp. 

Heb. i. G) is untenable. Nothing should be allowed to stand in 
the way of the grammatical and historical interpretation, not even 
the letter of the New Testament, else truth and independence 
are sacrificed. In that case Scripture is injured or perverted, 
because it is turned aside from the position where a right philo- 
sophy places it. We know that things of this nature are done 
under cover of conscientiousness. A false conscientiousness, 
that which sins against the inner voice of the reason, should 
never be followed. AVhen duties clash, there juust be some 
misapprehension. The province of tlic lliblc interprct('r, im- 
bued with knowledge and love of truth, is to obey tlie dictates of 
a sound and scientific exegesis that does homagti to the words of 
Scripture ; and to yield up the result when oj^posed to reason 
and conscience. The dead letter must give way to the living 
voice within, else God is dishonoured. Jii conlbrinity with a 
right interpretation wc liold that no direct ^ dcfuntCy comciom 
prophecies of Messiah appear in the 1‘salnis. Tliero are uncon- 
scious ones — the indefinite longings and hopes of coming res- 
toration — ideas of future compk^tioii and glory in the royal line 
of David. The New Testament writers quoted and apphc'd such 
passages according to the current sense of th(‘ir time, without 
thought of tlic original meaning intended by the writers. And 
our Lord followed the same, because it was usually imnecossary 
to reason with the Jews on any other ground than the argu-‘ 
mentum ad hominem one. He came not to teach criticism, but 
to save mankind ; not to uphold the letter, hut to evoke the spirit 
of the Jewish 8criptiu*o relating to himself and his work of 
redemption. 

Hiving considered all the psalms of both classes separately, 

1 Thrapp, Introduction to the study of the Psalms, toI. ii. pp. 210, 211. 



it appesro that tMa origmal meaning does* not contain con^. 
soious idea of Messialu In tlie £rst classy where i^e speaker 
laments his sufferings and misfortune, from which he earnestly^ 
prays to be delivered, he does not give the least intimation that* 
he. meant any other than himsw. He could scarcely have 
thought of another, if we are to judge by his language ; nor 
could, his readers or hearers have adequately conceived of One 
udio had no existence at the time. In the time of David, the 
idea of a Messiah had no existence. It was subsequently evolved 
out of a comparison of the fallen state in the present with the 
glorious days of David, from whose seed a king was hoped and 
h>nged for, who should restore the golden age. Such an idea did 
not involve a SKffering, much less a dying Messiah. A powerful, 
righteous, glorious king was the ideal. It is remarkable, how- 
ever, that the descriptions contained in these psalms often cor- 
respond with the circumstances of the Redeemer's history in a 
very striking way. Did the divine Spirit guide the words and 
phrases, so that their adaptation to Christ should be at once 
recognised in after times? We dare not deny his operation; 
though the writers themselves had not the Messiah in their 
mind. The origin of the Messianic idea after the flourishing 
time of the Hebrew monarchy puts that period out of account 
08 originating a Messianic psalm. The decaying age alone 
could have given it birth ; and even that obscurely. 

We are not disposed to deny the operation of the Divine Spirit 
in leading the authors to select poetical images that might be ac- 
commodated to the Saviour. A principal j^oint to be kept in 
view is the ideal nature of poetical pictures sometimes given by 
these lyric writers. Moments of higher inspiration came over 
them, when they were transported in sjhrit to future times, and 
spake in glowing tonus of scenes resplendent with eartlily glory. 
Starting from the praises of a present monarch, they were wrapt 
in poetic vision, to paint the reign of some majestic one, to 
whom all the ends of the earth should do homage. These were 
to them but ideal scenes, the manifestation of far-reaching hopes 
and yeanling desires engendered in minds of transcendent grasp. 
They were the swelling notes of u full- toned organ inspired by 
the breath of heaven, and gmng forth unusual music, whose 
lingering tones melted away into the glorious future of a divine 
kingdom. 

TJae second class, containing ii., xlv., Ixxii., cx., which are sup- 
posed to describe the Messiah’s power and majesty, moke no 
allusion to Christ. Nor do they correspond to his diameter as 
set forth in the New Testament. As tlie writers give no hint of 
their alluding to one still future — ^to the great deliverer from sin 
and death — ^but speak of existing persons, it is arbitrary to apply 
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their language otherwise than naturally. How can worldly 
greatness, corporeal qualities, beauty, prowess, conquest, iron rule 
of enemies, marriage with a foreign princess, etc., which these 
odes pourtray, suit the meek and lowly Jesus of the gospels ? 
The greatness, majesty, and power ascribed to him, are not the 
spiritual qualities of the Christian, whatever resemblance they 
b^ to the Jewish, Messiah. A conqueror of nations wielding 
an iron sceptre, wearied with pursuing his %ing enemies ana 
drinking of the brook by the w’ay to refresh himself in the hot 
haste of his chase, does not suit the New Testament conception 
of Christ. We know that a dLstinction has been made by theo- 
logians which helps to evade this obvious truth, viz., a double 
headship of Christ, one over the church ; another over all things 
for tlie church. That is, two characters are attributed to the 
Messiah, in one of w hich he acts tow^ards the church ; in the 
other towards the w’oiid. The nations are treated in one way ; 
believers in another. It is high time that such dogmatic dis- 
tinctions, for which the Old Testament furnishes no authority, 
were laid aside. According to the old economy, ^Messiah was to 
treat the theocratic people in one way ; heathen nations in 
another. The former He was to purify by judgments and then 
rei^ over the remnant in peace ; the latter lie w as to treat in 
various ways, according to different prophets. The Jewish idea 
of Messiah is certainly unlike the (Jhristian ; because the latter 
regards him as equally loving and caring for all ; the former as 
specially favourable to the thcocralic |>eople. 

Of those w ho refer many other and even all psalms to Christ 
it is unnecessary' to speak ; since they appeiir to have no principle 
of interpretation but fancy or feeling. Their explanations are 
therefore curiosities ; strangt*, monstrous, irrational, absurd. 
Yet they continue to be given, as if they w'ero infallibly 
correct. Thus one says: “The Lord Jesus Christ, the true 
Israel, is the sptjaker in this (the liiOth) psalm ; and wdth 
him the new Israel that has sprung forth from him, his mys- 
tical body the Church,’’ etc. Of course verses Ll-IG pro- 
signify the literal Inxly of CJlirist, and also his mystical body. 
They are projdietical of his incarnation and also of his Churen. 
And besides, “ this was tnidoiihtedhj the view taken of this psalm 
^ the Apostle St. Paul,” as shewui by the fourth chapter of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews.^ If such extravagant, unbiblical alle- 
gorising docs not revolt the good sense of the reader, any 
absurdity may be promulgated in the name of interpretation. 

Bishop Horsley supposes that David’s psalms wore prophetic, 
because he describes himself and his sacred songs in this maimer 

* Thrupp’s Introduction to the studji and uiie of the PBalms, vol. ii. p. 294 et 
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the dose of his life ; ** David the son of Jesse said^ and the 
mATi who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God of 
Jacob, and the sweet Psalmist of Israel said, the Spirit of 
vJehovah spake by me, and his word was in my tongue” (2 Sam. 
xziii. 1, 2). ‘‘It was the word therefore of Jehovah's Spirit 
which was uttered by David's tongue. But it should seem the 
^Spirit of Jehovah would not be wanted to enable a mere man to 
.znake complaint of his own enemies, to describe his own sufferings 
just as he felt them, and his own escapes just as they happened. 
JBut the Spirit of Jehovah described by David's utterance what 
was known to that Spirit only, and that Spirit only could 
describe. So that, if David be allowed to have had any know- 
ledge of the true subject of his own compositions, it was nothing 
in his own life, but something put into his mind by the Holy 
Spirit of God : and the misapplication of the psalms to the 
literal David has done more mischief than the misapplication of 
any other parts of the Scriptures among those who profess the 
belief of the Christian religion.”^ 

We need scarcely say that this reasoning is radically wrong, 
because it proceeds from an imaginary interpretation of the 
phrases, “the Spirit of Jehovah spake by me,” and “his word 
was in my tongue,” which do not mean that whatever David 
wrote and spake was the direct suggestion or utterance of the 
Holy Spirit. The phraseology is general, signifying nothing 
more than that David was inspired. Whatever he wrote was 
by inspiration. He had the Spirit of God always. When he 
described his own sufferings he described them only. When 


he spoke of his enemies he meant them only. Hence we re- 

S udiate Horsley’s assertion that the Psalms do not refer to the 
fe of David : “ there are none in which the son of David 


is not the principal and immediate subject. David's complaint 
against his enemies arc Messiah’s complaints, first of the un- 
believing Jews, then of the heathen persecutors, and of the 
.apostate faction in later ages. David's afflictions are Messiah's 
sufferings. David's penitential supplications are Messiah's, 
under the burden of tlic imputed guilt of man. David's 
songs of triumph and thanksgiving are Messiah's songs of 
triumph and thanksgiving for his victory over sin, and death, 
and hell.” Doctrinal allegorising of this nature must be 
• discarded. There arc no £rect prophecies of Christ in the 
Psalms. Whatever Messianic element is in them is ideai and 
therefore indefinite ; the writers having no definite conceptions 
^of his person. Accordingly we cannot adopt the opinion of 
Bishop Home, that “ the Psalms treat of the advent of Messiah 


^ Preface to Translation of Psalms, pp. xi., xii., Theolog. works, toI. iv. 

TOL. II. 19 
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with its effects and consequences ; bis incarnation^ birth, lift, 
passion, death, resurrection, ascension, kingdom, and priest- 
nood.’! ^ Grammatico-historical interpretation rejects all this as 
arbitrary. It is the mere fancy of a Christian putting Christian 
doctrine into the Old Testament, where it is out of place. Ju- 
daism and Christianity should not be so blended. It is difficult, 
howeyer, for one belonging to the later dispensation to throw 
himself back in idea into the times of the Old Testament writers, 
and to judge truly of their language. 

XIII. Doctrine of the Psalms rtcspecting a future state. 
— ^The sentiments uttered in the Psalms respecting a future state 
are essentially the same as those in the Pentateuch. Sheol Or 
Orcus is the place to which the souls of the dead go, the vital spirit 
having returned to God from whom it emanated. There they 
have little if anj^thing more to do with the body. In this vailfc 
subterranean and dark cavern the souls dwell, feeble and desti- 
tute of vigour, mere shades, without concern, feeling, or memory. 
Excluded from human affairs and the light of earth they do 
nothing. What is more, tliey are cut off from all intercourse 
with God, whom they can no longer praise or celebrate His 
wonders. Their time is passed in a kind of sleep, whence they 
are only roused b}’ some uncommon occurrence. Thus they are 
represented as shut up in a land of forgetfulness — dreamy shades 
almost destitute of consciousness (comp. Ps, vi. 5, xxxix. 13, 
xlix. 19, Ixiii. 9, Ixxxviii., cxv. 17). Tlio pious Israelites, there- 
fore, as far as we see from this book, had not the belief of im- 
mortality. They did not entertain the sure hope of eternal 
life beyond the grave. Tliey were deprived of the comfort 
derived from this faith ; and do not console themselves with 
it amid misfortunes. 


A few passages, however, make it probable that some of the 
psalm- writers had at times a spark of nope that their fellowship 
with God might not be terminated by the present life. When 
they thought of the prosperity of the wicked in the world, 
and the misfortunes of the righteous, considering that suoh 
inequality often continued till death, they must have been per- 
plexed. As they clung with firmness to Jehovah and valued 
commimion with Him above all earthly good, it was natural 
that the idea of its indissolubility by death should arise within 
them. But we are not warrant^ in reasoning a priori on the 
point. The question must be decided by evidence. Do we eFer 
ind these poets uttering a hope or aspiration that their inter- 
course with Jehovah might continue for ever P The following 
places bear on the question ; 


^ Pirefkce io Cknnmcaitaiy ot th§ FaUmi. 
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Pb.xyL 11: 

Them wilt shew me the path of HA, 

Fulness of joy before thy face, 

Pleasures at thy right hand for evermore. 

Here the most probable interpretation is, that the pious speaker 
should not be given up as a prey to death but partake of ever- 
lasting communion with God. Conscious that he had already 
entered into intimate fellowship with Jehovah, who is his all- 
satisfying portion, he feels in the depths of his soul the anticipa- 
tion of a blessed and immortal existence. It was probably a 
momentary consciousness that the bond which unit^ the be- 
liever to God can never be dissolved — a, gleam of bold hope— 
a persuasion arising from the very bottom of his spirit, and 
welling up with unspeakable delight. lie had no definite belief 
of entering on happiness immediately after death- That was 
not in his mind. Itathcr was it a powerful feeling, at the time, 
of never-ending union with God. 

Psalm xlix. 15 : 

But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave, 

For he shall receive me. 

These words are opposed to those of the seventh verse, None of 
them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a 
ransom for him,” where death is spoken of. We must there- 
fore understand the fifteenth verse of everlasting life with God. 
The Psalmist hopesy and anticipates in a moment of high 
spiritual feeling, that the state of the righteous enjoying God's 
favour would be eternal. Ilis soul bursting the limits of time 
stretches its pinions beyond the grave, conscious that the lot of 
the pious would not bo that of the wicked shut up in Sheol, 
Not that such v tis a fixed belief. It was rather a feeling or 
consciousness excited and deepened by the contrast between the 
ungodly and righteous. 

Psalm Ixxiii. 23-26 : 

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, 

And afterwards receive me to glory. 

Whom have I in heaven hut thee ? 

And there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee. 

My flesh and my heart failcth ; 

But God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever. 

Here it is certain that the phrase ‘‘ and afterwards receive me to 
” does not mean, that ho should receive glory after death, 
imply, ** and will lead me to honour.” When the writer, 
however, proceeds to say, “ though my heart and flesh be con- 
sumed, God is the rock of my heart and my portion for ever,” 
he feels himself so penetrated with a feeling of etemitj that he 
is Gonfident of never wanting the presenoe of a propitious God, 
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though his body should be destroyed. He thus rises to the 
height of immortality, boldly anticipating his eternal existence 
wi& Jehovah in full fruition of His favour. A realised present 
communion with Him becomes the earnest and pledge of its 
peroetuity. 

. ouch are all the traces we have been able to discover of anti- 
cipations of a blessed and eternal life with God on the part of 
the pious. Tlie prevailing belief did not recognise such rare 
burstings forth of a higher consciousness. Existence after 
death was to it a hopeless, comfortless state, from which the 
believer shrank : “ In death there is no remembrance of thee ; 
in the grave who shall give thee thanks P’" (vi. 6) The higher 
hope of an ever-blessed life after death, never attained decided 
and definite expression. This is admitted by Dclitzsch himself. 

Some interpreters find allusions to a blessed life hereafter in 
Ps. xviL 15, “As for me I will behold thy face in righteous- 
ness : I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.*' 
So De Wette, after J. II. Michaelis and others. The psalm 
was at first composed and used as an evening song or prayer ; 
and awaking means ivJicn I awake io-morrow, De Wette, 
.Delitzsch, and Hofmann argue that awaking from the sleep of 
death is intended ; the last-named critic affirming that there is 
a contrast between D\’*n3 and The antithesis, how- 

ever, is not between these two, but rather between in life and 
satisfied with thy likeness or its equivalent seeing ihy face in 
righteousness. The word expresses a subordinate idea. 

The burden of the prayer is the enjoyment of the divine favour 
and protection in this life. Hence the previous petitions would 
have been superfluous, had the hope of future blessedness been 
enough, as is well observed by Ilcngstenberg. 

The last verse of the forty-eighth psalm is also explained by 
some as containing the idea of a future state. “ For this is our 
God for ever and ever : he will be our guide even unto death," 
or as some translate it over death, which is incorrect. The most 
obvious explanation is that which makes the phrase mean, as 
long as we live. The thought of the sours immortality is foreign 
to the entire strain of the ode ; and the present verso only 
declares the confident assurance of the writer that God would 
bring the nation out of severe perils. We do not agree with 
Burk, Stier, and Tholuck in finding the idea of a future state 
here. 

We need not refer to Ps. xxxvii. 18, “ The Lord knoweth the 
days of the upright : and their inheritance shall be for ever,*^ 
because it is plain from the eleventh verse that the inheritance 

a Der Bdariftbeweis, vol. ii., zweite Abtheilang, p. 491 et seqq., Noond editimw 
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is not heavenly and everlasting, but earthly ; the meek shall 
inherit the earth ; and shall delight themselves in the abund- 
ance of peace.*' 

XIV. Ethtcs of the Psalter. — With regard to the religious 
and moral dogmatic of the psalms, various opinions are enter- 
tained. Some suppose tliat the morality presented accords 
with the pure spirit of Christianity. Love to all men, for- 
giveness of enemies, mercy and benevolence, are inculcated in 
the same manner as in the gospel. This view 4s based on a 
certain theory of inspiration. Others think that universal 
charity and forgiveness of enemies were neither apprehended 
nor exemplified hy the Jewish Psalmists as they were by the 
apostles and early Christians. The question turns upon the 
proper meaning of certain passages, where ill- wishes and curses 
appear to be uttered. The places are these : 

Let the wicked be ashamed and let them ho silent in the grave (xxii. 17). 

liCt them he confounded and put to shame th.at seek after my soul : 

Ijet them be turned back and brought to confusion that devise my hurt. 

Let them be as chaff before the wind : 

And let the angel of the I^ord chase them. 

Let their way be dark and slippery : 

And let the angel of the I.ord persecute them (xxxv. 4-6). 

Let destruction come upon him at unawares ; 

And let his net that he hath hid catch himself : 

Into that very destruction let him fall (xxxv. 8). 

Mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine enemies (liv, 8). 

Destroy, 0 Ix)rd, and divide their tongues : 

For I have seen violence and strife in the city (Iv. 9). 

Let death seize upon them, and let them go down quick into hell ; 

For wickedness is in their dwellings and among them (Iv. 15). 

Thou therefore, 0 Lord God of hosts, the God of Israel, awake to visit all tbo 
heathen ; 

Bo not merciful to any wicked transgressors (lix. 5). 

Consume them in wrath, consume them that they may not bo ; 

And let them know that God rulcth in Jacob, etc. (lix. 13). 

Let their table become a snare before them : 

And that which should have been for their welfare, let it become a trap. 

Let their eyes be darkened that they see not ; 

And make their loins continually to shake. 

Pour out thine indignation upon them. 

And let thy wrathful anger take hold of them. 

Let their habitation be desolate ; 

And let none dwell in their tents. 

For they persecute him whom thou hast smitten; 

And they ^k to the grief of those whom thou host wounded. 

Add iniquity unto their iniquity ; 

And let them not come into thy righteousness. 

Let them be blotted out of the bo(^ of the living, 

And not be written with the righteous (Ixix. 22-28). 
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M tium a wicked man OTer him ; 

Atid let Satan stand at his right hand. 

When he shall be judged, let him he ocmdemnod ; 

And let his prayer become sin. 

Let his days be few, 

And let another take his office. 

Let his children be fatherless, 

And his wife a widow ; 

Let his children be continually vagabonds and beg ; 

Let them seek their bread also out of their desolate places. 

Let the extortioner catch all that he hath ; 

And let the strangers spoil bis labour. 

Let there be none to extend mercy unto him ; 

Neither let there be any to fiivour his fatherless children. 

Let his posterity be rut off ; 

And in the generation following let their name be blotted out. 

Lot the iniquity of his fathers bo remembered with the Lord ; 

And let not the sin of his niotlier be blotted out. 

Let them be before the Lord continually, that be may cut off the memory of them 
from the earth 

As he lovotl cursing, so let it come unto him : 

As he delighted not in bh'ssiiig, so let it be far from him. 

As he clothed himself with cursing as with his garment, 

So let it come into his bowels like water, and like oil into his bones. 

Let it be unto him as the garment which eovereth him, 

And for a girdle wherewith he is girded continually. 

Let this be the reward of mine a(h’er^aries from the I^onl, 

And of them that speak evil agaiu»t iny soul (eix. C-20). 

0 daughter of Babylon who art to be destroyed, 

Uappy shall he be that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us. 

Happy shall he be that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones (cxxxvii. 8, 9). 

JjGt burning coals fall uprm them, let them be cast into the fire : 

Into deep pits, that they rise not up agjiin (cxl. 10). 

These are the chief places hearing on the point in question. 
Let us see how they arc explained. 

1. Some affirm that the language is not that of prayer or 
ickhf hut prediction. It is alleged that the imperative mood 
is often used for tlie future, and is so here. We hold it un- 
philosophical to say that the imperative and future are inter- 
changeable. They agree so far as that both are volunt alive ^ to 
use the term of Ewald.* Both express conditions of the will. 
The imperative, however, is the highest utterance of the will, 
its shortest and most decided expression. The future again is a 
less emphatic manifestation of it. This characteristic difference 
may be modified by abbreviation and enlargement; but it is 
never lost sight of entirely. The choice is regulated to a great 
extent by the feelings of the writer at the time. If tho feelings 
are very strong, the imperative is employed ; if they arc weaW, 
the future will be used. The imperatives in these imprecations 
can only be referred to the writers* desires, shewmg what 
they are. Proper predictions are never made by imperatives. 

* Augfuhrliches Lehrbuch der Hob. Sprache, p. 426, ilfth 
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Tbe future tense performs that office. Thus Hebrew grammar 
eontradicts the onered explanation. If it did not, other argu- 
ments are sufficient to overthrow it. 

2. The poets* enemies were the enemies of God, rebels to 
the heavenly King and violators of his commands. To desire 
their punishment arose, it may be presumed, not from a vin- 
dictive feeling, but from a regard to religion. It was in fact 
tantamount to desiring the Almighty to vindicate His glory by 
inflicting the chastisement they deserved. Considering their 
numbers and persevering malignity, the escape of the writer 
might seem utterly impracticable without their entire over- 
throw. Hence a prayer for their destruction was equivalent to 
a prayer for his own preservation. 

How this view justifies the use of such prayers we are 
unable to see. It is totally insufficient. Supposing that the 
poets* enemies were the enemies of God, how is their spirit 
justified thereby? In the very same sense, it may now be 
said that the enemies of a good man are the enemies of God. 
But docs that circumstance justify the good man in praying for 
their destruction ? The enemies of Christ, who is humanity*6 
highest pattern, were also God’s enemies ; yet, instead of calling 
down punishment on their heads, he prayed for their forgive- 
ness. We cannot tell whether the desire of their enemies being 
punished arose from a regard to religion, or from vindictive 
feelings. T/ie moticos of the speakers can only be discovered 
from their laiKjiuuje, And that language certainly leads to the 
conclusion that tlie feelings were more vindictive than religious. 
Thus in the ld7tli psalm, Happy shall ho be that taketh and 
dasheth thy little ones against the stones,** we may ask, was 
this prompted by a regard to religion ? Surely not. Be not 
merciful to any wicked transgressors.’* Was such a prayer 
inspired by religion ? Wc think not. IMan is not justified in 
desiring the Almighty to vindicate his glory by inflicting de- 
served chastisements, especially such chastisements as the eternal 
destruction of enemies. “Consume them in wrath, consume 
them that they may not be,** has no warrant in the New Testa- 
ment. We have nothing to do with calling upon or reminding 
the Almighty to vindicate His glory. But ice have to pray for 
our enemies y because Christ expressly commands it. And sup- 
pose the escape of a writer might seem utterly impracticable 
without the entire overthrow of foes, does that justify a prayer 
for their destruction ? By no means. As long as wo have faith 
in God, it should effectually repress all the feelings that prompt 
to pray for the destruction of enemies, even though our own pre- 
servation be promoted thereby. “Dearly beloved,** says the 
apostle, “avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto 
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wrath. For it is written, Vengeance is mine, I mil repay, 
the Lord/* That is the Christian spirit. What kind of morality 
is it which prays that enemies may not be pardoned ; that they 
may be “ blotted out of the book of the living and not be 
written with the righteous** Le.y eflacod from the divine decree, 
as Alexander^ explains it ? Secret tilings belong unto the Lordi 
What has man to do with the divine decrees ? 

The explanation offered of these imprecatory psalms utterly 
fails, in whatever light it bo regarded. It does iiot apply to all. 
If words are to be taken as they stand, the speakers cannot be 
cleared of the charge of having vindictive feelings. 

Set thou ft wicked man over him, 

And let Satan stand at liis ri^ht hand : 

When he shall be jndj'cd, let him be condemned, 

And lot his prayer become sin. 

liCt his days be few, and let another take his office ; 

Iiet his children he fatherl(‘ss, and his wife a widow ; 

Let his children bo continually va<f:ibonds and iM'pf. 

Ixjt tlicm sock their bread also out of tlieii desolate places. 

Ix}t there be none to extend mercy unto him ; 

Neither lot there be any to favour his fatherless children. 
liCt his posterity be cut off, 

And in the j'cnoration following let tin ir name be blotted out. 

Let the iniquity of bis fathers be remenibered with the Lord, 

And let not the sin of his mother be blotted out (eix.) 

There can be no question that a real individutil is here meant, 
not an ideal person. Some one is singled out as the subject of 
imprecation. And not only is the prayer against himself, but 
also against his children, his posterity also generally. The very 
iniquity of the fathers of the individuals is introduced, with the 
view of its being roraemberod against the descendant ; and it is 
requested that his mother^s sin should not be blotted out. Have 
the children, mother, ancestors of the person, anything to do 
with his own deeds ? The sufferer prays directly and plainly 
for the punishment of an enemy. lie launches forth dire im- 
precations against him ; wishing that the innocent children, and 
even the parents, might be visited and not forgiven. If this bo 
not evidence of vindictive feelings, wo know not what vindic- 
tiveness is. The man himself may have been the Psalmist’s 
persevering, malignant enemy ; hut how could the children, the 
posterity, the ancestors, be so ? The thing is impossible. 

It is truly marvellous liow any writer on the psalm could say, 
** there is nought in it which may not be piously uttered by 
every worshipper, whether under the Old or under the New 
Covenant, who is filled with a holy jealousy for God’s honour.** 
Holy jealousy truly ! Rather unhofy and unchriatiany alien to 
piety y though not to so-called orthodoxy. From such jealousy we 

> The Fbalmi translated asd explained, vol. ii. p. 131. 
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pray to be delivered. In like manner, some apologetic authors 
speak of vengeful expressions as being sometimes the expressions 
of enlightened zeal for God’s glory, when they come from an 
inspir^ man ! But there is no distinction in their essence or 
morality^ whether they proceed from a private individual or an 
inspired David. Inspiration docs not alter their character, 
because right and wrong are unchangeable. All reasoning to 
excuse these imprecations on the ground of God’s justice and 
righteous indignation against sin is radically unsound, as long 
as God and man are so separate that the latter cannot arrogate 
to himself the true attributes of the Former. Besides, there is 
no proper analogy, because the objectionable psalm -passages are 
prayers or wishes. Is this parallel to statements that Jehovah 
will punish sin, destroy the wicked, etc., or that he hates sin ? 

Again, when the psalmist prays. 

Add iniquity unto their iniquity, 

And let tlicin not come into thy righteousness (Ixix. 27), 

the prayer asks, that sin may bo followed by the natural effects 
of sin, and that pardon may not bo extended. What situation 
of the speaker could justify him in supposing that their not 
being pardoned was a necessary condition of his escape from 
them P None whatever, according to the New Testament. No 
regard to religion or hatred of iniquity, could prompt such a 
petition. It is essentially irreligious. That the bitterest curses 
of this 109th psalm are the psalmist’s own wo hold all but 
certain ; though ^lichaelis, Knapp, B. Williams, and others put 
verses six to nineteen into the mouth of his adversary, appa- 
rently because one person is always spoken of in them, and more 
than one in the preceding context. The change of number how- 
ever is a common thing, and the plural returns in the fifteenth 
verse. 

Attempts have been made to represent the psalmists in these 
cases as the types and representatives of Messiah. How this im- 
proves the matter we cannot see. It makes the case worse. 
Does everything that a typo of the Messiah says or writes, bear 
the stamp of the truly religious on that account ? Certainly 
not, else he were infallible ; which no mere man can be. This 
typical hypothesis is arbitrary and baseless. It is unpsycho- 
logical too ; for what meaning is there in saying with Delitzsch, 
that “ persecution of David was a sinning not merely against 
David himself, but against Christ in him ; and because Christ is 
in David, the wrath of Christ against his future foes mingles 
with the psalmist’s wrath against his present enemies P ” ^ 

3. A recent writer on the psalms ofiers this explanation : ** As- 

1 Commentar, vol. ii. p. 130. 
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turning M a fact beyond dispute, that the mast of the wicked 
will, aa a trhole, never bo separated from their sins; assuming 
tiiat the defilement of sin must be eternally peiwtuated unless 
Gbd at last interpose to overthrow those wno wilfully and reso- 
lutely prefer darkness to light; the believer is forced for the 
honour of God, to pray for the latter alternative, and to ac- 
quiesce in the judgments which he foresees that the impenitent 
will inevitably bring on their own heads. We pray for the 
punishment of the wicked on the assumption of their impeni* 
tence, not for the punishment of such as may repent ; and 
prayer of this kind is virtually involved in the petition which 
our Saviour taught us, ‘ Thy kingdom come.’ ” ^ 

A weaker and more unchristian explanation could not be 
offered. According to it the inspired WTitcr, or David, (as he 
thinks), assumes that the mass of the wicked will for ever remain 
impenitent ; on which assumption he prays that God’s judg- 
ments may fall heavily on their heads. The believer makes an 
assumption altogether unwarranted ; and on tlie strength of it 
prays for the punishment of the wicked. We hold it utterly 
unchristian to make such an assumption. A believer has no 
warrant for it. Scripture docs not authorise him. The known 
character of God does not authorise him. Christian charity 
does not authorise him. On the contrary, all these expressly 
dissuade from it. The ajjostlc Paul exhorts that prayers and 
intercessions be made for all men ; for God our Saviour will 
have all men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth (1 Tim. ii. 1, etc.) ; but this theologian justifies the 
believer in praying, on the bare assumption that the mass of men 
mil be for ever impenitent^ that their wickedness may bo punished 
and their persons destroyed. He even justifies the language of 
the Psalmist, ** Add iniquity unto their iniquity ; and let them 
not come into thy righteousness.” 

Well has it been said by Poole, that “ these imprecations (in 
the sixty-ninth psalm) arc so many and so severe that they may 
seem to exceed the bounds of justice and charity, if they bo 
applied to David’s enemies as a rccompcnce for their injuries 
done to him;” but most incorrectly docs he add, that they 
** most deservedly and fitly belong to the enemies and murderers 
of Christ.”® Christ prayed for his murderers that they might 
be forgiven : bow can David or any other be right in pray- 
ing the opposite ? The example of Christ should not be des- 
pised. How can an Old Testament believer bo excusable in 
uttering imprecations against the enemies of Christ in the 

' IntrodiwtioD to the study and use of the Psalms, by J. F. Thrupp, M.A., toI. i. 
p. 384. 

> Annotatioiis on the Bible. 
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Ibtiire ; when Ohrist himself manifested a spirit directly the 
ireYerseP 

4. Prof. B. B. Edwards has given another explanation, whose 
substance appears in this form “ Oiil^a morbid benevolence, a 
mistaken philanthropy, takes odence at these psalms; for in 
reality they are not opposed to the spirit of the gospel, or to 
that love of enemies which Christ enjoined. Resentment against 
evil doers is so far from being sinful, that we find it exemplified 
in the meek and spotless Redeemer himself (Mark. iii. 5). If 
the emotion and its utterance were essentially sinful (1 Cor. xvi. 
22) how could Paul wish the enemy of Christ to be accursed 
(avd0€fia)f or say of his own enemy Alexander the coppersmith, 

‘ The Lord reward him according to his works ’ (2 Tim. iv. 14) ; 
and especially, how could the spirits of the just in heaven call 
on God for vengeance ? (Rev. vi. 10).'^ 

This explanation is derived from llengstenberg, and, however 
plausible, must be rejected. Let us consider tlie particulars 
referred to in it. We read of Jesus in Mark iii. 5, ‘‘When he 
had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for 
the hardness of their hearts,^’ etc. Here anger and grief are 
attributed to the Redeemer. But there is neither prayer nor 
wish. The feelings in question are wholly unlike those which 
prompted the words, Pour out thine indignation upon them, 
and let thy wrathful anger take hold upon them. Add iniquity 
unto their iniquity, and let them not come into thy righteous- 
ness,’’ etc. (Ps. Ixix.). Resentment against perseveiing evil 
doers is different from malediction and imprecation. The Sa- 
viour's pure and spotless mind was entirely free from the latter, 
as we see by the prayer ho taught his disciples, and by his whole 
conduct. Suppose the explanation of 1 Cor. xvi. 22 which is 
adopted, and the correctness of the optative reading in 2 Tim. 
iv. 14, we cannot identify the spirit of the gospel or the love of 
enemies enjoined by Christ, with the occasional utterances of 
any Christian whether he be an apostle or no. The individuality 
of inspired persons is not destroyed by their inspiration. But 
indeed there is no vindictiveness in the expressions of Paul 
comparable to those we have quoted. Lachmann and Griesbach 
read the future in 2 Tim. iv. 14 and 1 Cor. xvi. 22 ; the wish 
expressed “let him be anathema-maranatha ” is not to be 
pressed as if it were anything more than a strong expression of 
his own love to Christ, impatient that others should not equally 
love him. 

The highly poetical language in Rev. vi. 10 should not be 
brought into comparison with the imprecations before us. The 

^ By a writer in Eitto’s Cyclopaedia, who adopts it. See the original article in the 
Bibliotheca Sacra for 1844, p. 97, et seqq. 
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Apooalyptist intended to set forth the idea that the guilt of 
those who persecute the saints is very great. It would almost 
seem as if the happiness of the martyrs* spirits were incomplete 
till they see their desire on their enemies. The mode of ex- 
pressing the idea is a mere symbol. The writer represents the slain 
as crying for vengeance, in order to set forth the enormity of 
the guilt incurred by their murderers. The contrast heightens 
the picture. The language is peculiar and unique, unlike that 
of the Psalmists. 

The hypothesis is untenable, because unsupported by the 
New Testament analogies adduced for its support. The essence 
of Christianity is, ** Do unto others as you would wish them to 
do unto you.’* “ Love your enemies, pray for tlicm which des- 
pitefuUy use you and persecute you.” Nor arc Ilengstcnbcrg’s 
additional analogies any better. The woo pronounced upon 
Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum (Matt. xi. 20, etc.) ; 
the woes uttered against the Pharisees (Matt, xxiii.) ; the 
words of Peter to Simon Magus, ‘‘thy money perish with thee” 
(Acts viii. 20) ; and Paul’s exclamation to the high-priest, 
“God shall smite thee, thou whited wall” (Acts xxiii. B), are 
not proper analogies. Tliey are neither prayers for vengeance, 
nor ill- wishes. They arc simple declarations. 

In explaining the imprecations before us w'e should recollect. 
First, That they are clothed in the language of poetry. They 
may therefore have received something of their form from the 
desire of poetic effect. They belong to the impassioned, exag- 
gerated, diction of poetry, w'hich bodies forth conceptions with 
vehemence and rhetorical elevation. These remarks apply par- 
ticularly to the lOfith psalm, where the writer heaps up words 
in excess, in imitation of prior authors, apparently without 
attaching much meaning to them, or throwing real feeling into 
their nature. The accumulation bears an artificial character 
which betrays the lateness of the writer. 

Secondly. After an attentive examination, we cannot find any 
good evidence for assigning the authorship to David. Delitzsoh 
in attributing the 109th to him, simply asserts the thing.^ In 
our opinion the best critics coincide; Ewald, Do Wette, Ilitzig, 
Hupfeld, Olshauscn. It is less likely, therefore, that they were 
composed in a state of war — a crisis in which prayer for the 
destruction of enemies might be deemed ctjuivalent to prayer 
for preservation and success ; for harshness is common to war- 
fare. War does not alter the relations of right and wrong. 
Holding then, as we do, the irreligious character of these 
prayers and wishes against enemies, we do not approve of their 


* Commentar, toI. ii. p. 180. 
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me eitjiier in war or peace. They are evidently improper in the 
ease of private Christians with respect to personal enemies. 

On we whole, extenuate sucn language as we may, the 
precepts and spirit of Christ repudiate such imprecations of 
enemies, be they private or public ones. A simple reader of 
the Bible sees in them some ebullition of natural and unsancti- 
fied feeling which J udaism itself was meant to subdue, but often 
failed to accomplish because of its outward character. Nor is it 
strange that persons whose conduct was not uniformly correct, 
should have occasionally uttered language of^corresponding 
character. It is quite conceivable that under circumstances of 
exasperation and ingratitude, holy men should sometimes ex- 
press personal feelings inconsistent with their prevailing temper 
and the spirit of true religion. “ If now,'' says Tholuck, the 
question be proposed, whether we are necessarily led to adopt 
tne conclusion that the unholy fire of personal anger never in 
any case mingled with the fire of the Psalmist, in itself hol}^ 
we dare not assert this oven of the holy apostles. Whether 
the wrath be such, in excited speech, as is not right before 
God, or such as that with which even Christ kindled, may 
be commonly perceived from the nature of it, viz., when satii- 
faction with the idea of even daring to bo an instrument of 
the divine retribution is visible; or when special kinds of re- 
tribution are prayed for with evident satisfaction ; or when it is 
perceptible that the representation of them is joined with de- 
light on the part of the speaker, etc. In Psalms cix. and lix. 
particularly many expressions have a passionate character. In 
like manner cxlix. 7, 8; cxxxvii. 8, 9 ; Iviii. 11 ; xli. 11, may 
have arisen from similar feeling. About others, individual 
feeling will decide difl'erently."^ This is calmly and judiciously 
stated. 

On the other hand, Ilcngstenbcrg affirms that the position 
assigned by our Lord and his ajx)8tles to the Psalms refutes 
the idea, that the unholy fire of personal irritation mingles 
with the holy fire of the Psalmists. They are treated as a 
portion of the Word of God; and it is precisely the most 
severe of the so-called vindictive psalms which are applied to 
Christ and considered as spoken by him, and therefore pro- 
nounced worthy of him (xli. ; Ixix. ; cix.).^ Let us examine 
these statements : 

Our Lord and his apostles recognised the book of Psalms as a 

S ortion of the Scriptures in w’hich the Word of God is ua- 
oubtedly contained. But wo nowhere find them sanctioning 
the idea that all the psalms, with every verse in them, are the 

^ ITobonetziing und Aiulegung| dcr Psalmcn, pp, Ixiii., Ixir. 

- t Ooounttitftry tranalated, vol« lii* p. Ixiiii. 
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Word of Ch(L Thus two things are confounded ; (he Ser^tdffff 
and the Word of God. 

Again, we deny the truth of the assertion that the vindictive 
peahns are regarded as spoken by Christ and therefore worthy 
of him. The words of the forty-first psalm, Yea, mine own 
fiuniliar friend, in whom I trusted, hath lifted up his heel 
against me,*' are quoted in John’s Gospel (xiii. 18) and there 
applied by our Lord to himself and Judas, accommodation. 
This circumstance, however, docs not prove the Messianic nature 
of the psalm generally, whose direct and exclusively Messianic 
interpretation is abandoned by Hengstenberg himself. David, 
according to him, speaks as the representative of the whole class 
of righteous sulfbrcrs, to which class Clirist belongs, as its most 
illustrious member. Wo believe that the ode refers to a 
righteous sufferer who complains of the cruelty of cunning 
enemies and false friends; and prays for help together with 
restoration. It is by no means certain that David was the 
writer. De Wetto and Ewald think ho was not. Even if he 
were, it is psychologically impossible that he personates another. 
The contents do not correspond to Christ, for we read, “ heal 
my soul, for I have sinned against thcc^’ (verse 4) ; and ‘‘raise 
me up that I may requite them” (verse 10). Such language k 
obviously inapplicable to the pure and perfect Jesus. 

From the sixty-ninth psalm are cited, “ for the zeal of thine 
house hath eaten me up ; and the reproaches of them that re- 
proached thee arc fallen upon me,” in John ii. 17 ; “they that 
hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head” 
in John xv. 26 ; “ they gave mo also gall for my meat, and in 
my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink,” in John xix. 29; 
“ Let their habitation be desolate and let none dwell in their 
tents” in Acts i. 20 ; all applied to Christ. The psalm k 
not David’s. Some righteous sufferer living in the time of the 
Babylonish captivity speaks. It is not Messianic. The pas- 
sages quoted arc accommodated to the Messiah. The fifth verse 
makes a confession of foolishness and sin, shewing that there 
k no reference to Christ. And it is inconsistent with hk 
disposition that he should utter the wish in the twenty-fifth 
verse, which I’eter applies to the case of J udas. 

From the 109th psalm, part of the eighth verse is quoted by 
the apostle Peter and applied to the case of Judas (Acts i, 20). 
But all that the citation implies is, that the words suit the eitua* 
Um of the traitor. They are accommodated to him. The psalm 
was not written by David. It is not Messianic. The Saviour 
k not the speaker in it. How could Jesus utter such curses f 
It is blasphemy to say so. 

Tliese remarks will enable the reader to see thik Hsngstsn- 
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berg’s assertioix of the so-ciJled Tindictire psalms being wm* 
sidered as spoken by Christ, is baseless. In no instance £)e8 he 
utter the words of the three psalms in question, nor indeed of 
any other. Ho is neither directly nor indirectly the speaker. 

It is equally erroneous in the same critic to say, that ** in the 
psalms we have before us not the aimless and inoonsiderate 
expression of subjective feelings, but they were from the first 
destined for use in the sanctuary ; and the sacred authors come 
forth under the full consciousness of being interpreters of the 
spiritual feelings of the community, organs of for the en- 
nobling of their feelings. They give back what in the holiest 
and purest hours of their life had been given to them.'’ This is 
mere assumption. Where is the evidence that the psalmists 
come forth under the full consciousness of being organs of God P 
Does he who wrote, “ preserve my soul, for I am holy ? " Or 
does the author of, ** The Lord rewarded me according to my 
righteousness ; according to the cleanness of my hands hath he 
recompensed me: for I have kept the ways of the Lord, and 
have not wickedly departed from my God : for all his judgments 
were before me, and I did not put away his statutes from me ; 
I was also upright before him, and I kept myself from mine 
iniquity. Therefore hath the Lord recompensed me according 
to my righteousness, according to the cleanness of my hands in 
his eyesight ? " — does either of these writers stand forth in the 
consciousness of being an organ of God for ennobling the feel- 
ings of the community ? Surely not. The man who prayed 
against another, “ let his children be fatherless, and his wife a 
widow ; " was he an organ of God in uttering such an impreca- 
tion ? The psalmist who says of Babylon, “ happy shall he be 
that taketh and dasheth tliy little ones against the stones did 
he ennoble the feelings of the community? Rather did he 
debase them by such an utterance. We do not believe, more- 
over, that all the psalms were originally destined for use in the 
sanctuary. The five books arose out of private collections, prov- 
ing the contrary. 

The system of morality which allowed of these maledictions 
was incomplete. It was in harmony with the entire character 
of the Jewish system — a system adapted to a low state of 

r *tual culture. The expressions in question cannot be agree- 
to the divine will. If the command of the Saviour to love 


and pray for enemies, as well as his lofty example, be right and 
proper, the expressions in question cannot be agreeable to the 
divine will. These Jewish writers had not learned forgiveness 
of enemies as Jesus taught it. His lesson to forgive, as sinners 
hope to be forgiven, is not exemplified by them. Revenge was 
not condemned by the semi-barbarous spirit of antiquity. It 
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arose out of tliat spirit. Bat universal love and forgiveness of 
injuries are oppos^ to it. If inspiration does not exclude in« 
dividuality, or suppress the exercise of the human facultiesi a 
revengeful sentiment may be uttered by one inspired. Inspira- 
tion has degrees. Hence it necessarily partakes of incomplete- 
ness. And because inspired men arc not made perfectly holy 
and pure, cither in thought or deed — because they are still men 
and not Qod^ they "man and do express what is imperfect as well 
as incomplete. The curses in question arc opposed to the com- 
mand of the Saviour, if language have any natural meaning. 
Many persons do not distinguish between the divine Spirit a% 
He is in himself, omniscient, infinite, perfectly holy, and as he is 
in his operation upon men. In the latter case, he does not appear 
in his pure divinity, but unites w'ith the human spirit, pene- 
trating and enlightening it. He docs not abide, so to speak, by 
the side of the human spirit, in his independent existence, and 
influence it thence ; so that a twofold consciousness arises, viz., 
that of the divine, and that of the human spirit. Both mingle 
together in one consciousness. Accordingly the ideas, feelings, 
and words arc an emanation, not of the Holy Spirit as he 
is in himself, but indirectly. Or rather, they are the product 
of minds pervaded and enlightened, in a certain degree, by the 
spirit of God, They arc the expression of the God-conscious- 
ness in man, developed according to the age and circumstances 
of the writers.^ Even in the prophets, who refer expressly to 
the word of the Lord, and represent themselves as interpreters of 
the divine will, i\xQ personal and individual appears; much more 
does it appear in the psalmists, who bore no public, oflicial 
character. Had the souls of the writei’s been purified from 
every human passion and feeling, the Holy Spirit must have 
lifti^ them up out of humanity to make them more than 
men — an idea which their own language contradicts. By 
their words wc must be guided. The truth-loving reader must 
take the utterances as they are, not as men twist them for the 
sake of a theory. Ilis leading principle is historical interpreta- 
tion, which he follows out honestly and consistently to its legi- 
timate conclusions. 

If these observations be correct, Hengstenberg’s view of the 
Old Testament- teaching, respecting the spirit of love, is incor- 
rect. He argues that the spirit of placability was as prevalent 
and powerful imder the Old as under the New Dispensation. 
What are his proofs ? they are these : the emphatic declarations 
of the law against revenge (Lev. xix. 18 ; Ex. xxiii. 4, 5), The 

> See De Wette’s Uober die crbanlichc Erkl^ng dcr PBalmen, p. 11 et loqq. and 
Bleek, Ueber die Btellang dcr Apokryphen, roprmtM fiem the Studien und Imtiken, 
-pp. 46, 47. 
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strongest and most numerous passa^ against revenge are to be 
found in the Old Testament ; and Taul borrows the words of the 
Old in Rom. xii. 19, 20 : compare also the following, Prov. 
XXV. 21, XX. 22, xxiv. 17, xviii. 29 ; Job xxxi. These proofs 
aro overbalanced by others weightier and more numerous in the 
Old Testament, as Ps. xviii. 37-43, liv. 5, xcii. 11, xoiv. 2, 
cxxxvii. 8 ; Jcr. xi. 20, xv. 15, xx. 12, 1. 15 ; Lam. i. 21-22, 
iii. 64. The very nature of Judaism — an incomplete, local, 
limited dispensation — led the Israelites to entertain feelings 
towards others wliich were alien to the genius of Christianity. 
The severe laws against the seven nations inhabiting Judea had 
an indirect tendency to make the Jews liate all their enemies. 
They thought it right to look upon all who were not of them- 
selves as outcasts from the favour of Jehovah. Because they 
were commanded to love their neighbour, i.e., a brother Jew 
(Lev. xix. 18), they inferred that the reverse should also be 
practised, Thou shall hate thine enemy. They were commanded 
to have no intercourse with the heathen. Hence their narrow 
prejudices, their haughty bearing, their hostility to all who 
were not of their nation. The passages which speak against 
revenge in the Old Testament relate for the most part to the 
intercourse of Jew with Jew ; while similar passages in the 
New breathe expansive benevolence towards all 'peoples. The 
Jewish religion was one of particularism. It was unfavourable 
to the exorcise of love to all mankind — especially to heathen 
enemies. 

The error of those who try to put the Old Testament on the 
same level as tlic New in relation to its spirit, seems to arise 
from inadeejuate ideas of what a revelation is. They look upon 
it as something coming directly from God — doctrines, precepts, 
and laws emanating immediately from the infinitely holy One. 
This is a mistake. The Old Testament dispensation is divine 
because it is human — the expression of human consciousness 
inspired by the divine according to the stage to which humanity, 
or the best portion of it, had advanced at the time. 

There is no doubt that God tolerated revenge in certain cases 
imdcr the Old Testament as, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for 
a tooth (Ex. xxi. 24). The relations of a man who had been 
killed might also take vengeance on the murderer (Num. xxxv. 
16-18). These things, liowcver, arc absolutely forbidden under 
the New Tcstiiment. Where is there a command in all the 
Jewish Scriptures like that which shines forth in the beauty 
and glory of Him who gave it, ‘‘ Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do ^ood to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which despitefully use you and persecute you*' (Matt* 

V. 44) P 
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“Some of them (the psalms),” says Dr. Isaac Watts, “are 
almost opposite to the spirit of the Gospel; many of them 
foreign to the state of the New Testament, and widely different 
from the present circumstances of Christians. Hence it comes 
to pass that when spiritual affections are excited within us, and 
our souls are raised a little above this earth in the beginning of 
a psalm, we are checked on a sudden in our ascent toward 
heaven, by some expressions that are most suited to the days of 
carnal ordinances^ and fit only to be sung in the worldly sanc^ 
iuary While we are kindling into divine love by the medi- 

tations of Uie loving-kindness of God and the multitude of his tender 
merciest within a few verses some dreadful curse against man is 
proposed to our lips; that God would add iniquity unto their 
iniquity, nor let them come into his righteousness, hut blot them out 
of the hook of the living (Ps. Ixix. 26-28), which is so contrary to 
the new commandment of loving our enemies ; and even under 
the Old Testament, is best accounted for by referring it to the 
spirit of prophetical vengeance.”^ “ Ps. Ixix. 8, and cix. are so 
full of cursings,’* says the same writer, “ that they hardly 
become a follower of the blessed Jesus, who, dying, prayed for 
his enemies, Father forgive them, for they know not what they 
do.”* Baxter employs language still more explicit — “David 
fills most of his psalms with such complaints of his enemies, and 
curses against them, as shew a far greater sense of the sufferings 
of the flesh and the concerns of this life than Peter and Paul 
shewed, who suffered far more, and for a holier cause, and 
rejoiced in tribulation, and than is suitahle either to the precepts 
or example of Christ, It would be well for persons who are 
fond of claiming kindred with the Puritans, and of calling 
themselves Nonconformists, if they had the sense and liberality 
of Baxter. “ How far it may be proper,” says Dr. Durell, 
“ to continue the reading of these psalms in the daily service 
of our church, I leave to the consideration of the legislature 
to determine. A Christian of erudition may consider those 
imprecations only as the natural sentiments of Jews, which 
the benign religion he professes abhors and condemns; but 
what are the illiterate to do, who know not where to draw the 
line between the law and the gospel? They hear both read, 
one after the other ; and I fear too often think them both of 
equal obligation ; and even take shelter under Scripture to 
cover their curses. Though I am conscious I here tread upon 
slippery ground, I will take leave to hint, that, notwithstanding 
the high antiquity that sanctifies os it were this practice, it 

* Preface to Hyranfl and Spiritual Sonp;s. 

* Essay toward the improvement of l^salmody. 

* Paraphrase of the New Testament, Preface. 
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would, in the opinion of a number of wise and good men, be 
more for the credit of the Christian church to omit a few of 
those psalms, and to substitute some parts of the gospel in their 
stead.^ “ It is not David's fault,*' says Munk,* ** if his veiy 
sonOT of war have become songs of the church. It is the fault 
of those who think it a part of religion to uphold the infalli- 
bility of Hebrew records and the adaptation of all theit con- 
tents to edify Christians." 

In connexion with the ethics of the psalter it should also be 
noticed, that the writers sometimes express too great- confidence in 
their moral rectitude. A pride of self-righteousness is occasionally 
observable when they speak of themselves. This shews that 
they had neither adequate conceptions of sin, nor of themselves 
as related to God. Thus we read : thou hast proved mine 
heart; thou hast ^usited me in the night: thou hast ti*ied me 
and shalt find nothing ; I am purposed that my mouth shall not 
transgress " (xvii. 3). The poet in this passage fears no search- 
ing of the Trier of reins and heart, because he is conscious of 
his innocence. Judge me, O Lord ; for I have walked in mine 
integrity : I have trusted also in the Lord ; therefore I shall not 
slide. Examine me, 0 Lord, and prove me ; try my reins and 
my heart. For thy loving-kindness is before mine eyes : and I 
have walked in thy truth. I have not sat with vain persons, 
neither will I go in with dissemblers. I have hated the con- 
gregation of evil-doers; and will not sit with the wicked. I 
will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I compass thine 
altar, 0 Lord : that I may publish with the voice of thanks- 
giving, and tell of all thy wondrous works" (xxvi. 1-7). “Our 
heart is not turned back, neither have our steps declined from 
thy way" (xliv. 18). ‘*I will behave myself wisely in a perfect 

way. 0 when wilt thou come unto me. I will walk within my 
house with a perfect heart" (ci. ^). “I have remembered thy 
name, O Lord, in the night, and have kept thy law. This I 
had, because I kept thy precepts" (cxix. 55-56). “ I understand 
more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts. I have 
refrained my feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy 
word. I have not departed from thy judgments," etc. (cxix. 
100-102). I have sworn and I will perform it, that I will keep 
thy righteous judgments " (cxix. 106)." “I have inclined mine 
heart to perform thy statutes alway, oven unto the end" (cxix. 
112). “I have kept thy precepts and thy testimonies: for all 
my ways are before thee" (cxix. 168). “ {^arch me, 0 Qt)d, and 
know my heart, try mo and know my thoughts : and see if there 
be any wicked way in me," etc. etc. (cxxxix. 23). “ Preserve 

^ Critical remarks on tbo books of Job, Proverbs, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, and Can- 
ticles, p. 180. s Palestine, p. 284. 
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my soul, for I am holy^^ (bcxxvi. 2). Here tlie poet’s holiness is 
adduced as an argument to move God to hear his prayers. Even 
Delitzsch admits in this last i>assage, that the pious petitioner 
asks the help of God ‘‘not merely because he needs it, but 
because he is united to Him in trustingness of spirit, and there* 
fore not undeserving cf aid P ' 

Judaical Christianity has still a strong hold on many. Our 
popular theology is largely imbued with it. Many persons, in a 
half-unconscious waj’, place the Old Testament on the same level 
with the New, and try all possible methods of harmonising some 
sentiments in both which are plainly dilierent. They are de- 
sirous to uphold the ethics of the one as if they were equal in 
purity to those of the other. Ignorant that the one occupies a 
certain stage in the dcvelopmcnl of man’s ideas resjK'cting God 
and of God’s communications to man, they transfer it to the 
place and time of the later dispensation by attaching equal 
weight to its contents. This is doing grievous injustice to 
Christianity — withholding from it its due platform of elevation. 
Judaism was an incomplt‘tc system, j)reparatory to something 
better. And not only was it incomplete but imperfect. In 
saying this we do not convey the impression that it is useless 
now. ^ It is still profitable to Christians — conducive to their in- 
struction and admonition because of the historical ground it 
gives to piety in all situations of life. As it su])})licd an indis- 
pensable basis for tlie New Testament, there is an essential 
element of union between them. The Old is to tlie New as the 
bud to the flower. Christ himself is in tlie Old inasmuch as 
it exhibits general truths on wdiich he based his doctrine, as 
well as prophecies and tyj7es of liim. Yet the old includes views, 
feelings, strinngs, that either fall short of, or arc adverse to, the 
New. Hebraism exliibits particular and the universal. The 
latter alone has relation to the edification of Christians. Those 
who have studied its nature arc aware that it contains not merely 
the revelation which Moses communicated to his generation — the 
conceptions of a clear God-consciousness in his soul — but the 
peculiar wdiich evolves itself out of tlic theocracy and goes 
beyond it ; such as the doctrine of self -consecration arising out 
of sacrifices, and the Messianic element, whose central idea is 
future^ completeness. Inspiration was not possessed by the men 
who lived under Judaism in the measure enjoycnl by the New 
Testament writers, for it was necessarily moulded by the stage 
of advancement to which their ago had attained. Judaism 
echoed in part the spirit of that age. Hence it was marked with 
some of the imperfections adhering to the sentiments and prac- 


» Vol i. p. 647. 
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tices of the time. Human infirmity enters very perceptibly into 
it though the basis consists of a few pure and glorious truths, 
without which it could neither be a proper retclation nor 
Christianity itself apprehended and experienced, because they 
are the substratum of all that is dbtmctive in its doctrines. 
The gospel of Christ is the Christian’s standard; not the Old 
Testament economy. Tried by the former, the latter is meagre 
and unsatisfactory as an ethical and religious system. Each, 
however, has the marks of wise adaptation to the purposes which 
the great God intended by it. In the development and restora- 
tion of humanity their position is exactly appropriate. 

XV. How THE BOOK SPEAKS OF SACRIFICE. — In relation to 
sacrifice, the book of Psalms generally speaks of it as something 
in which God does not take delight. It is represented as an 
outward shell or form of no value. Thus we read : Sacrifice 

and offering thou didst not desire bumt-offering and sin- 

offering hast thou not required” (xl. 6); “I will take no 
bullock out of thy house, nor he goats out of thy folds. For 
every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand 
hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild 
beasts of the field are mine. If I were hungry I would not tell 
thee : for the world is mine and the fulness thereof. Will I 
eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats?” (1. 9-13). 
In place of sacrifice the writers put contrition of heart, prayer, 
thankfulness, devotion to Jehovah in doing his will. Hence 
sacrifice is not >dewed as a fypCy in relation to the future atone- 
ment of Messiah ; but is simply a symbol. It is considered 
ethically, not in connection with the plan of salvation by 
Jesus Christ. It is a gift to God without being presented as 
propitiatory ; the outward symbol of moral qualities in the person 
who offers it. Thus the Psalms get beyond the narrower limits 
of the Mosaic ritual, and overleap ** the rudiments of the world” 
by holding forth the characteristic emotions as far more pre- 
cious in the sight of God than outward ceremonies and bloody 
offerings. 

Hofmann himself admits, that the sufferings of Clirist are not 
predicted in the Old Testament till the latter part of Isaiah, in 
which the sermnt of God is described. He abandons Gen. iii. 
15 ; Is. vii. 15 ; xi. 1 ; Ps. xxii. and Ixix. ; Amos ix. 11 ; Zech. 
ix. 9. Well may he do so, for criticism shews their unsuitable- 
ness to the sufferings and self-sacrifice of Jesus.^ 

XVI. The poetry often converted into prose. — A very 
common mistake consists in understanding the poetry of the 
Psalms as prose; by which means doctrines are evolved and 


Der Schriftbeweis, toI, ii. zwoite Abtheilung, p. 187 ct seqq. 
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sentiments inculcated that were never intended by the writers. 
The language of poetry, and especially of oriental poetry, is 
highly coloured, hyperbolical, exag^rated. The figures are 
bold and daring, rassion and feding predominate. In the 
Psalms pre-eminently, we see the theology of the feelings rather 
than of the intellect. Logic is out of place there. Dogma 
cannot be established on such a basis ; nor was it ever meant to 
be so. When the feelings of the poet are highly excited, he 
expresses himself in language of corresponding strength and 
intensity, not in measured terms. Obeying the impulses of his 
imagination, he bodies forth liis conceptions in hyperbolical 
strains. Aspirations and liopes are expressed, which arc only 
the vague longings of a spirit reaching foiward to a definite and 
desirable consummation. The same remark natuially apjdies to 
the prophets ; especially when we consider it pixjbablc that pro- 
phets wrote various psalms, as well as the writings that bear 
their name. The figure.s and fictions of poetry must not be 
judged by the rules of dogmatic theologians intent on their 
system of divinity rather than the natui-al utterances of Hebrew 
bards, lienee the attempts of tlieologians to shew what they 
call the missionar}^ spiiit ’’ of tlie psalms and prophets, is fu- 
tile. It is contrary to their genius to mctamorj)hosc ideal hopes 
uttered from the fullness of a spiritual mind, into fixed beliefs. 
They should be left in the shadoi\y region to which they belong 
— in the domain of imagination, feeling, hope, longing, where is 
their true home. As an example of this, take the words of the 
Psalmist, ** Behold I was shapen in iniquity and in sin did my 
mother conceive me,’^ words which have Ixjcn converted into a 
locus classicus in reference to the doctrine of original sin ; whereas 
they are nothing more than a h}perbolical expression of the 
author’s feelings resjx^cting his sinfulness. Literal prose they 
are not ; nor should they be converted into it. Tliey arc an 
exaggerated utterance of the speaker, intended to convey a very 
vivid idea of his moral corruption. Not contented with saying 
that the seeds of sin were in his nature from a very early period 
or from birth, he goes farther back and affirms that his mother 
conceived him in sin ! To take such language otherwise than 
the theology of feelings strongly excited — the theology of 
Oriental poetry — is to misapprehend it most grievously. Yet 
the manufacturers of tlieological systems tvill quote it as the 
calm dictum of David speaking by an infallible and verbal in- 
spiration ! 

Similar observations apply to psalm xiv. 1-3. 

The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God ; 

They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, 

There is none that doeth good. 
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The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men, 

To Bee if there were any that did understand and seek (rod. 

They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy ; 

There is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

Here it is to be observed that the psalmist probably lived 
during the exile, as the last verse shews ; that he speaks of 
his contemporaries and the oppressors of his people; of their 
actual sins, not of original corruption ; of a class of men who 
were exceedingly depraved in their doings ; that Jihe phrase 
‘‘children of men’’ is not in itself a designation of the god- 
less contrasted with the pious ; that the fool (ver. 1) is an 
epithet given to a peculiar class; and that there is a poetical 
hyperbole in the third verse, the expression of a strong feel- 
ing respecting the mass being morally corrupt (there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one), which should not be taken 
for more than a figure of rhetoric; as the immediate men- 
tion of a righteous generation and the poor whose refuge is the 
Lord, sufficiently shews. The poet complains to Grod of the 
wickedness of the men of his time, especially His people’s 
oppressors. All appears to him morally corrupt. He repre- 
sents God himself as surveying with judicial eye from his 
heavenly throne, the conduct of men on the earth, and looking 
if he can find a man of true wisdom and piety, but without 
success. He has a certain class in view, persons reckless and 
tyrannical, the great mass of his contemporaries, whose actions 
are strongly characterised : and the tenns applied to them are 
extended to every individual, as if there were not a single per- 
son righteous. In this melancholy state of mind he speaks as if 
not one were pious, an exaggeration which is immediately dis- 
proved by the statements of the fifth and sixth verses. This 
poetical description, and its hyperbolical part in particular, 
dogmatic theologians have improperly used as proof of man’s 
sinful state by nature. Such is not its primary meaning. 
It is not intended to set forth his original sin ; nor does it 
speak of such sin. The apostle Paul himself does not employ 
it as a proof of man's inherent depravity, but historically, as 
evidence of the moral corruption prevailing among Jews and 
Gentiles, the corruption of the mass of both classes ; and 
therefore he draws the general conclusion that all the world 
is guilty before God (Rom. iii. 10, etc.). Even as applied by 
him, its object is not to evolve the doctrine of original 
sin or innate depravity. Here then is another example of 
systematic theologians transforming a poetical way of spring 
into a do^a with which it has no direct contact according 
to the writer’s own ideas. The inferences of divines have 
done great injury to the right interpretation of the Bible, and 
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thrown a dark veil over the character of God which His at- 
tributes reject.^ 

A^ain, the language of the eighteenth psalm (8-20) merely 
implies that the writer describes his wonderful deliverances in 
the strongest poetical figures. He does not use the form of 
history, but figurative language. A sublime theophany is intro- 
duced for this purpose ; 


Then the enrth shook and trembled, 

The foundations also of the hills moved 
And were shaken because he wais wrt)th. 

There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, 

And fire out of his mouth devoured • 

Coals were kindled by it. 

lie bowed the heavens also and came down. 

And darkness was under his feet. 

And he rtide upon a cherub and did fly ; 

Yea, he did fly upon tlie wind's of the wind. 

He made darkness his secret place ; 

His pavilion round about him were dark waters and thick clouds of the skies. 

At the brightness that was before him his thick clouds passed, 

Hailstones and coals of fire. 

The I..ord also thundered in the heavens, 

And the highest gave hi.s voice. 

Hailstones and coals of fire. 

Yea, he sent out his arrows and scatteretl them, 

And he shot out lightnings and dlscomtited them. 

Then the channels of waters were .seen, 

And the foundations of the world were discovered, 

At t]»y rebuke, 0 Lord, 

At tlie blast of the breath of thy nostrils. 

He sent from above, he took mo. 

He drew me out of many waters, 

He delivered me from my strong enemy, 

And from them whieh hated me for they were too strong for mo 

All this is a poetical description of God’s intervention as a 
scene presented to tlie senses. It should not therefore be inter- 
preted historically, as if certain phenomena and events corres- 
ponded to it in nature. We do not know if there were any 
foundation in fact for the description. Probably there was not, 
since the language is general. It should not be supposed, 
therefore, that the psalmist intends to shew that God aided him 
and the Israelites in a battle, interposing in the midst of a tem- 
pest accompanied by thunder, hail, and lightning. 

In like manner various psalms (vi., xxii., xxx., xxxi., xxxviii.), 
represent extreme suflfering of mind or anguish of spirit, as 

i See Hupfeld’s Die Psalmen, vol, iii. p. 1, et seqq. 
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bodily sickness or disease. The Psalmists do not there describe 
disease of the body, as if they were sick on that account ; but 
internal distress, figuratively. 

The hyperbolical nature of the language employed in the 
Psalms, and the absurdity of taking it for proof of dogmas is 
obvious by understanding literally such sentences as, “ so foolish 
was I and ignorant ; a beast have I been with thee ** (Ps. Ixxiii. 
22), or, “ the wicked are estranged from the womb : they go 
astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies’" (Iviii. 3) — exagge- 
rated modes of expression, as every reader at once perceives. 
Even Alexander admits this. 

XVII. Devotional character of the book. — The book of 
Psalms is admirably fitted to cherish devotional feelings, and 
has been used for such purpose in all ages. The subjects pre- 
sented arc manifold. The perfections of God, His constant 
care over all His creatures. His moral government, His fatherly 
character. His holiness and glorj’, His amictive dispensations, and 
all the moods of the spiritual mind, are described with more 
or less fullness. The writers seem to have passed through every 
variety of religious experience ; so that the expression of their 
feelings corresponds to that of the devout heart everywhere. 
The phases of spiritual life appear in this treasury of devotion ; 
and therefore the prayers and praises of the church have been 
offered in the language of it, from age to age. Many of them 
might be termed prayf^rs with great propriety. In these an 
earnest cry arises for the divine protection and help a^inst 
enemies who are often described as wicked, cunning, violent 
men. Vith supplication for new favours are frequently united 
thanks for benefits already received. In addition to these psalms 
of supplication and thanks, the feelings of the pious go forth 
in admonitions to the godly, in quieting of the pious respecting 
the anomalous relation between the outward conditions of the 
ungodly and the upright, as well as in warnings and threat- 
enings of the enemies of God. The glory of the divine dwell- 
ing-place on earth, and the dignity of the rulers of Israel ap- 
pointed and protected by God, arc occasionally spoken of, as also 
the longed-for restoration of David’s royal house. In all, there 
is more or less direct reference to the Israeli tish religion, a 
fact which explains various characteristic phenomena, such as 
prayers for the destruction of enemies and curses against them, 
the earthly and local habitation of Jehovah in Jerusalem, the 
confidence expressed respecting the divine interposition on behalf 
of Jehovah’s idngly representatives on earth. But as the high- 
est aspirations of the heart in God-fearing men are essentially 
the same ; as its hopes, fears, convictions, sorrows, and joys are 
alike ; the expressions of these in the psalter find a ready response 
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in every bosom wbicb the Spirit of God has touched. Whether 
trust in Jehovah, and his righteous government, the confession of 
sin, the breathing after nearer fellowship with Deity, the implor- 
ing of mercy and pardon be uttered by the speakers, the multi- 
tudinous tones strike the chords of the human soul, and awaken 
their notes. Hence the psalter has been justly reckoned the 
most important book of the Old Testament. It is the most 
subjective of an objective dispensation. If it speaks to our deep- 
est sentiments of devotion and not only excites but sustains the 
most unwavering trust in God ; if it inculcates resignation to 
the divine will under all circumstances ; if it fills the soul with a 
holy aversion to evil, and guides it onward to true conversion, 
it may well be prized by Christians. In short, if the religious 
feeling in man finds its worthiest and most elevated expression 
there, as it assuredly docs ; where is the devout spirit who 
does not value the psalter as his choice companion, either in 
the hours of silent meditation, or of social fellowship in the 
congregation P 

** The reason why the psalms have found such constant favour 
in the sight of the Christian church, and come to constitute a 
chief portion of every missal and liturgy and form of worship 
public or private, while forms of doctrine and discourse have 
undergone such manifold changes, in order to represent the 
changing spirit of the age and the diverse conditions of the 
human mind, is to be found in this, that they address them- 
selves to the simple instinctive feeling of the renewed soul, 
which are its most constant and j^orrnanent part ; whereas 
the forms of doctrine and discourse address themselves to the 
spiritual understanding, which difiers in ages and countries, 
according to the degrees of spiritual illumination, and the 
energy of spiritual life. For as those instincts of our nature 
which put themselves forth in infancy and early life towards our 
parents and our kindred and our friends, and derive thence the 
nourishment upon which they live, are far more constant than 
those opinions which we afterwards form concerning society, 
civil polity, and the world in general ; and, as those impressions 
of place and scene and incident which come in upon us in our 
early years, are not only more constant in their endurance, but 
more uniform in their effect upon the various minds which are 
submitted to them, than any which are afterwards made by 
objects better fitted to affect us both permanently and powerfully 
*—80 we reckon that there is an infancy of the spiritual man, 
which, with all its instincts, wanders abroad over the word of 
God to receive the impressions thereof and grow upon their 
wholesome variety into a maturity of spiritual reason, when it 
becomes desirous to combine and arrange into conceptions and 
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systems of conceptions the manifoldness and variety of those 
[inple impressions which it hath obtained. During those days 
of its spiritual infancy, the soul rejoiceth as a little child at the 
breast of its mother, ^ds upon the word of God with a constant 
relish, delights in the views and prospects which open upon 
every side, and glories in its heavenly birthright and royal 
kindred, and considereth with wonder the kingdom of which it 
is become a denizen, its origin, its miraculous progress and ever- 
lasting glory ; and as the infant life opens itself to the sun of 
righteousness, it delights in its activity, and exhales on all 
around the odour of its breathing joy. 

“ To this season of the spiritual mind the psalms come most 
opportunely as its natural food. We say not that they quicken 
the life, to which nothing is so appropriate as the words of our 
l4ord recorded in the Gospels, but, being quickened, they nourish 
up the life to manhood, and when its manly age is come, prepare 
it for the strong meat wliich is to be found in the writings of 
the prophets and the apostles. But ever afterwards the souls of 
believers recur to these psalms as the home of their childhood, 
where they came to know the loving-kindness of their heavenly 
Father, the fatness of his house, and the full river of his good- 
ness, his pastoral carefulness, his sure defence, and his eye slum- 
bereth not nor sleepeth, with every other simple representation 
of divine things, to the simple affections of the renewed soul. 
Therefore are these psalms to the Chiistian, what the love of 
parents, and the sweet affections of home, and the clinging 
memory of infant scenes, and the generous love of country, are 
to men of every rank and order and employment, of every kin- 
dred and tongue and nation.’^ ^ 

XVIII. The hundred and fifty-first Psalm. — In the Sep- 
tuagint, Syriac, Arabic, and Ethiopic translations thei’e is an 
additional psalm. It was never in the ITebrew, and must there- 
fore be apocryphal, though ancient. The following English 
version of it is from Brenton’s English Septuagint. 

“ This psalm is a genuine one of David, though supernumerary, 
composed when he fought in single combat with Goliath. 

‘*11 w’as small among my brethren and youngest in my 
father’s house : I tended my father’s sheep. 2 My hands formed 
a musical instrument, and mv fingers tuned a psaltery. 3 And 
who shall tell my Lord ? The Lord himself, ne himself hears. 
4 He sent forth his angel, and took me from my father’s sheep, 
and he anointed me with the oil of his anointing. 5 My 
brothers were handsome and tall; but the Lord did not take 
pleasure in them. 6 I went forth to meet the Philistine ; and 

' Introductory Essay to Home’s Commentary on the Psalms, by the Bev. Edward 
Irving, pp. vi. vii., ed. New York, 1845. 
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he cursed me by his idols. 7 But I drew his own sword and 
beheaded him, and removed reproach from the children of 
Israel.” 

XIX. Quotations from the book, in the New Testament. 
— The book of Psalms has an undoubted right to its place in the 
canon. Many passages arc quoted from it by our Lord and his 
apostles, and are also referred to the Holy Spirit. The following 
is a list of the places cited : — 


Psalm 

ii. 1, 2 

Acts iv. 25, 26. 

ff 

ii. 7 

Acts xiii. 33 ; Hcb. i. 5 ; v. 5. 

ff 

V. 9 

Pom. iii. 13. 

ts 

viii. 2 

Matt. xxi. 16. 

}f 

viii. 4-6 

Ileb. ii. 6-8. 

>t 

viii. 6 

1 Cor. XV. 27. 

ft 

X. 7 

Rom. iii. 14. 

ft 

xiv. 1-3 

Rom. iii. 10-12- 

ft 

xd. 8-11 

Acts ii. 25-28, 31. 

ft 

xvi. 10 

AcU xiii. 35. 

ff 

xviii. 49 

Rom. XV. 9. 

ft 

xix. 4 

Rom. X. 18. 

ft 

xxii. 1 

Matt, xxvii. 46 ; Mark xv. 34. 

ft 

xxii. 8 

Matt, xxvii. 43. 

ff 

xxii. 18 

Matt, xxvii. 35 ; Mark xv. 24 ; Luke 
xxiii. 34 ; John xix. 24. 

ft 

xxii. 22 

Heb. ii. 12. 

ft 

xxiv. 1 

1 Cor. X. 26. 

ff 

xxxi. 5 

Luke xxiii. 46. 

ft 

xxxii. 1, 2 

Rom. iv. 7, 8. 

ft 

xxxiv. 12-16 ... 

1 Pet. iii. 10-12. 

ft 

xxxvi. 1 

Rom. iii. 18. 

ft 

xl. 6-8 

Ileb. X. 5-7. 

ft 

xli. 9 

John xiii. 18 ; Acts i. 16. 

ft 

xliv. 22 

Rom. viii. 36. 

ff 

xlv. 6, 7 

Ileb. i. 8, 9. 

ft 

Ixviii. 18 

Ephes. iv. 7, 8. 

ft 

Ixix. 9 

Rom. xv. 3. 

ft 

Ixix. 21 

John xix. 28, 29 ; Matt, xxvii. 34, 48 ; 
Mark xv. 36 ; Luke xxiii. 36. 

ft 

Ixix. 22, 23 ... 

Rom. xi. 9, 10. 

ft 

Ixix. 25 ; cix. 8 

Acts i. 20. 

ft 

Ixxviii. 24 

John vi. 31. 

ft 

Ixxxii. 6 

John X. 34. 

ft 

xci. 11, 12 

Matt. iv. 6 ; Luke iv. 10, 11. 

ft 

xciv. 11 

1 Cor, iii. 20. 

tt 

xcv. 7-11 

Heb. iii. 7-11 ; iv. 3, 6-7. 
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Psalm xcvii. 7 

Heb. i. 6. 

ft 

cii. 25-27 ... 

Heb. i. 10-12. 

ft 

civ. 4 

Heb. i. 7. 

if 

ex. 1 

Matt. xxii. 44 ; Mark xii. 36 ; Luke xx. 
42 ; Acts ii. 34, 35 ; Heb. i. 13. 

ft 

cx. 4 

Heb. V. 6. 

ft 

cxii. 9 

2 Cor. ix. 9. 

t> 

cxvi. 10 

2 Cor. iv. 13. 

ft 

cxviii. 6 

Heb. xiii. 6. 

ff 

cxviii. 22, 23 . . , 

Matt. XX i. 42 ; Luke xx. 17 ; Acts iv. 
11 ; 1 Pet. ii. 7. 

tf 

cxviii. 25, 26 . . . 

Matt. xxi. 9 ; Mark xi. 9 ; John xii. 13. 

ff 

cxxxii. 11-17 ... 

Luke i. 6-9 ; Acts ii. 30. 

tf 

cxl. 3 

Horn. iii. 13. 
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I. Name. — The Hebrew word whose plural is employed 
as a general title to the book, properly denotes svnilitude or com- 
parison. Hence it is applied to the parable. By a natural tran- 
sition it means a sententious saying or apophthegmy which consists 
in the comparison of things or sentiments. And as such kind 
of saying often passes into a proverb, it came to signify a pro- 
verb. Akin to is nVvD an obscure maxiniy one needing 
interpretation. So too a knotty saying or riddle, whose 
sense is enigmatical or difficult of solution. 

The Jews call the book nbV proverbs of Solotnon, or 
more briefly proverbs. This is its common appellation in 
the Talmud. In the Tosephoth to Baba Bathra, the name “ISO 
nb5n hook of wisdom, is given both to it and Ecclesiastes. The 
Septuagint title is a literal translation of the Hebrew, irapotplcu 
SoXofitavTOf;. The fathers of the Christian church, in addition 
to this appellation of the Septuagint’s, styled it (TO(f>la, wisdofn, 
and 17 7ravdp€To<i (To<\>ia, all-virtuous wisdom. So Clement quotes 
it in his Epistle to the Corinthians.* Tlie latter titles were also 
applied by the fathers to the Proverbs of Jesus Sirach, and the 
Book of \Visdom. 

II. Divisions and Contents. — The contents of the book are 

separable into seven divisions, which have all diflereiit titles, 
except one. These arc : — 1 . Chaps, i.-ix. 2. Chaps, x.-xxii. 
16. 3. Chaps, xxii. 17-xxiv. 4. Chaps, xxv.-xxix. 5. Chap. 
XXX. 6 . Chap. xxxi. 1-1). 7. Chap. xxxi. 10-31. 

First. The first part (i. 7-ix.) consists of admonitions to strive 
after the possession of wisdom under all circumstances, and to 
ayoM whatever is opposed to it. Here wo find four sections, 
viz., i. 7-33 ; ii.-iv. ; v.-vii. ; viii., ix. 

1. (i. 7-33) («) The seventh verse announces the subject to 

* See Ilefelc’s patrum Apostolicorum opp. p. 63, second edition. 



CJONTENTS. 


319 


be treated of, viz., wisdom. In the eighth and ninth verses the 
admonition has respect to the relation of the son to his teacher ; 
and exhorts the former not to put away instruction from him, 
for it i& his most beautiful ornament. 

(b) The second admonition (10-19) is a dissuasive from join- 
ing those who make light of robbery and murder, endeavouring 
to allure young men into their own way of life as if it were 
pleasant and profitable. Youth are cautioned against associat- 
ing with such characters, and assured that their ways will not 
succeed, but bring ruin on themselves. 

(c) In opposition to the alluring invitation of these wicked 
men, a loudef and more earnest call, urging the fear of God, is 
addressed to youth by wisdom. She speaks in the market- 
places, at the corners of the streets and in the meetings of the 
people, exhorting fools to leave their folly and listen to her 
instructions (20-23). If they do not hear her call but persist 
in their folly, a sudden and terrible destruction will come upon 
them, when she will scornfully remain immoved by their cries 
(24-27). Then shall men long after her, but in vain ; they 
must eat, to the full, the fruits of their perversity (28-31). It 
is a sure thing that a judgment comes upon fools and such as 
resist wisdom ; while those who hearken to her have nothing to 
fear (32, 33). 

2. (ii.-iv.) (a) A teacher exhorts his disciple to strive 
earnestly for wisdom, setting forth the blessing which its pos- 
session brings with it. Such a seeker will receive wisdom and 
knowledge from God ; he will lead a pious life and be pre- 
served ; justice and uprightness will not be unknown to him, 
and ho will bo kept from the dangers and temptations which 
evil men put near him (ii. 1-15). He shall be able to with- 
stand the seductive arts of the unfaithful woman, who draws 
into deadly destruction those who go in to her (10-19). We 
must therefore walk in the path of the good, for they alone 
shall have permanent happiness ; W'hile the bad are exposed to 
sudden destruction (20-22). 

The teacher exhorts his disciple to give heed to his instruc- 
tions, for long life and ix?ace w^ill follow ; not to neglect kind- 
ness and uprightness, since these qualities will procure favour 
and good understanding in the sight of God and man ; to trust 
in the Lord and lean upon him ; not to be wdse in his own 
conceit but to fear the Lord and abstain from evil, so shall he 
have health and refreshment ; to honour the Lord with a part 
of his substance, and ITe will make abundant provision for his 
support (iii. 1-10). 

(b) He is not to despise the corrections of the Lord, since 
they are an evidence of fatherly love on the part of Jehovah 
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(11-12). The praises of wisdom are again introduc^. Her 
rewards are better than gold, silver, jewels, etc. She gives long 
life, riches, honour, loveliness, peace ; is a tree of life to such as 
lay hold of her. Jehovah established the earth and the heavens 
by her assistance ; he divided the waters and made the clouds 
drop down dew (13-20). 

(c) Keturning to the admonitory strain at the commencement 
of the chapter, the teacher exhorts the pupil not to despise truth 
and reflection ; they will keep him in safety, enable him to lie 
down and sleep securely, no fear of destruction disturbing him 
since Jehovah is his keeper. One must not w ithhold any good 
from his poor neighbour, nor put him off with a promise, nor 
devise evil against him, nor causelessly contend with him, nor 
imitate the oppressor’s conduct ; because Jehovah hates the 
wicked and blesses the righteous. Since he mocks scorners and 
gives grace to the lowly, the wdsc obtain honour ; whereas 
shame sweeps away fools (21-35). 

(d) The children are admonished to listen to the instruction 
of the teacher, w’ho looking back to his early youth recollects 
how his father once taught and incited to strive after wisdom, 
representing that the possession of it would keep him in safety 
and adorn him with a beautiful crowui (iv. 1-9). The teacher 
promises to shew the pupil a 'way in which he should W'alk 
securely, ^dz., by taking fast hold of instruction, and keeping 
wisdom, who is life. But the path of the wicked must be care- 
fully avoided ; for they arc sleepless unless they can do mis- 
chief. The path of the just is always clearer and clearer ; that 
of transgressors is dark, so that they stumble (10-19). The 
pupil is again exhorted to give diligent heed, and guard his 
heart above all things ; because the issues of life proceed from it. 
He must keep his mouth from deceit, look only on the path 
which is straight, carefully consider his goings, and remove his 
foot from evil things (20-27). 

3. (v.-vii.) The disciple is again requested to hear the warn- 
ing of his teacher and lay it to heart ; for though the wwds of 
the adulteress arc sweet, their end is pain and death; just as 
she herself is exposed to sudden death. The admonition to 
listen is repeated ; and the pupil is exhorted to keep far from 
her, lest the fearful punishments of adultery overtake him, and 
self-reproach come when it is too late, from not listening to 
teachers and running into deadly peril (1-14). The young 
man is counselled to be faithful to the spouse of his youth. 
He must not go after adulteresses ; for God knows the ways of 
the trans^essor, and will not suffer him to go unpunished. 
The iniquities of the wicked will surely overtake them ; and they 
shall die through their folly in not receiving instruction (15-23j* 
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Should one be ensnared by a pledge of security he is advised to 
procure an accommodation as soon as possible, that the person 
pledged might escape the peril of being sold into slavery (vi. 1-5). 
The lazy man is exhorted to learn instruction from the ant, who 
provides for herself in season. If ho will not bestir himself to 
action, poverty and want will destroy him (6-11). Seven vices 
are specified ; and the man who practises them will be suddenly 
destroyed (12-15). Seven crimes are enumerated, which excite 
Jehovah^s indignation (16-19J. 

The instruction of parents is said to adorn the son and be a 
continual protection, because it is a light, a way^that leads to 
life. It will keep him from the most dangerous temptations 
of the adulterous woman. He is exhorted not to lust after 
her beauty, because adultery exposes to the loss of life. As 
one cannot come in contact with fire without injury, so is it 
with the adulterer. Even a thief is not spared, though he 
steals to satisfy hunger. He has to make abundant restitu- 
tion. An adulterer is devoid of reason and destroys himself. 
He incurs the greatest reproach. The enraged and jealous 
husband will not be pacified with gifts (20-35). 

The alluring arts and modes of temptation practised by the 
adulteress are described, after a few verses of introduction in 
which the pupil is exhorted to give diligent heed to the- admo- 
nitions (vii. 1-27). 

4. (viii., ix.) In contrast with the adulteress, who entices 
individuals in the night time, wisdom cries aloud in the most 
frequented places. She addresses all men, even the simple, 
entreating them to hear the noble and excellent truths she 
utters. Her instruction is more valuable than pearls or precious 
stones. She has sagacity and knowledge, and possesses the 
qualities without which rulers cannot govern. She loves those 
who seek her, and bestows on them the highest gifts. She is 
the first of all Jehovah’s creatures ; was established before 
waters, mountains, the earth itself; was present when God 
made the world ; not merely as a witness but an artificer did 
she stand by his side. She was his darling child, always rejoic- 
ing before him in the world and among men. Finally, she 
exhorts men to listen to her, because those who seek her 
earnestly will obtain the favour of God. But such as miss her, 
destroy their own life (viii. 1-36). Wisdom has prepared a rich 
feast in her splendid house, to which she invites, oy ner maidens 
as well as by herself, those who lack understanding. The 
scomer and the transgressor are not fit subjects for her instruc- 
tions, and would not receive or profit by them. Hot so with 
the wise. Wisdom is the fear of God, securing long life. But 
the adulteress addresses the simple. Whoever is foolish allows 

VOL. ir. 21 
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himself to be tempted, not knowing that her ways lead to swift 
destruction (ix. 1-18). 

Second, (x.-xxii. 16). This is the most important division of 
the book. The parts, however, are so loosely connected, that it 
is impossible to give a summary of them. Perhaps the whole 
might be subdivided into x. 1-xii. 28 ; xiii. 1-xv. 32 ; xv. 
33-xviii. 24 ; xix. 1-xxi. 31 ; xxii. 1-16. 

Third, (xxii. 17-xxiv.) This is also a miscellaneous collec- 
tion of proverbs, consisting of an exhortation to listen to the 
words of the wise (17-21) ; ten warnings (xxii. 22-xxiii. 11) ; 
ten additional warnings (xxiii. 12-xxiv. 2) ; twenty verses (xxiv. 
3-22) ; a small appendix with an inscription for itself (xxiv. 
23-34). 

Fourth, (xxv. 1-xxix.). This division is too miscellaneous to 
admit of a proper summary. Perhaps it may be separated thus : 
xxv. 1-xxvii. 27 ; xxviii. 1-16 ; and xxviii. 17-xxix. 

Fifth, (xxx. 1-33). The author begins with the confession 
that he has endeavoured in vain to search out God. Such an 
attempt was the deed of an uncommonly stupid man as he now 
sees; because he had not first learned wisdom and theology. 
Many questions that must remain unanswered, press u^on 
him who reflects on God and His works. He will therefore 
abide solely by the revelation of God, and find rest in faith. 
This revelation is pure and perfect. Do not add to it, lest God 

E unish you and you become a liar. The poet asks God to give 
im one of two wishes, viz., to remove from him falsehood and 
lying words ; and to feed him with the bread of his allotted 
portion. Four classes of people are specified : also four things 
which are too wonderful for the writer to understand. The 
rule of four things is intolerable. lie next specifics four things, 
which though small in themselves are very wise. Three things 
excel in gait. 

Sixth, (xxxi. 1-9). These are the instructions of LemueFs 
mother, containing cautions against incontinence and drunken- 
ness ; with an admonition to do justice. 

Seventh, (xxxi. 10-31). A description of the skilful and in- 
dustrious wife. 

III. Titles and characteristics. — The first verse gives the 
general title ; and the next six verses are a general introduction 
to the whole book (i. 1-7). 

The title of the second part is, the Proverbs of Solomon. 

The title of the third part might be represented by, the words 
of the wise. 

The fourth part contains, according to the title. Proverbs of 
Solomon which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out. 

The fifth part contains the words of Agar. 
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The sixth part is entitled, the words of Lemuel king of Massa. 

The seventh has no particular inscription, except the com- 
mencing verse (xxxi. 10) be considered such. Yet it is in the 
interrogative form. 

Characteristics of part first. — {a) Nearly all the verses consist 
of two members each, as 

We shall find all precious substance : 

Wc shall fill our houses with spoil (i, 13). 

Very few consist of three members ; only ten, viz,, i. 22, 23, 
27 ; iii. 3 ; iv. 4 ; v. 19 ; vi. 3, 13 ; vii. 23 ; ix. 2. 

{h) Nearly all the verses consist of synonymous parallels. 
Out of 247 verses, 209 are synonymous ; 36 synthetic; and 4 
antithetic y according to Stuart.^ 

(c) Single paragraphs often begin a new address to the pupil, 
as i. 8, 10 ; ii. 1 ; hi. 1, 11 ; iv. 10, 20 ; v. 1 ; vi. 1, 20 ; vh. 1. 

(d) Three paragraphs are usually connected in a certain 
manner with one another ; so that the fullness of admonition 
culminates and completes in the third. Comp. chap. iii. 

(e) Paragraphs often consist of ten verses ; as i. 10-19 ; iii. 
1-10; 11-20; iv. 10-19; viii. 12-21; 22-31. 

(/) The sentences are generally long. Thus the greater part 
of the second chapter consists of one long sentence, wearily 
drawn through nearly twenty verses. Comp, also vii. 6-20 ; 
ix. 13-18 ; V. 3-6 ; 8-14 ; 15-19. 

Characteristics of part second. — {a) Each verse contains an 
independent sentence, whose sense is complete in itself. 

(6) While the verses regularly consist of two members each, 
the prevailing parallelism is antitheticy at least in x.-xv. But 
in xvi-xxii. 16, the synthetic predominates. According to 
Stuart, there are 186 antithetic parallelisms in the former, and 
23 synthetic ; in the latter, 159 synthetic , and only 24 antithetic.^ 

(c) The two members of each verse usually contain seven 
words, of which four belong to the first and three to the second, 
as, 

WtT! 10 151 

yeh) (xHl 5 .) 

Occasionally there are eight words ; four in each member, or 
three in one and five in the other, as, 

*icy§3 npp ni’ 

(xiv. lo.) 

i Commentary on tho book of Proverbs, Introduction, p. 19. * Ibid. pp. 19, 20. 
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More rarely there are nine words in a verse, as, 

fnn& aitmo npjn nbp 

cjp,^ Tpj nyj ni3jM (xvi. 16.) 


Sometimes the words amount to ten or eleven, when one or 
two little words are united with principal ones. 

(d) Two verses are put beside one another in which the same 
characteristic word, or two similar words occur ; as in x. 6, 7, 
and are found in both verses. It is an extension 

of this grouping when the word Hin', occurs in ten verses in 


succession; see xv. 33 and xvi. 1-7, 9, 11. In the same way 
appears in the five verses, xvi. 10, 12>15.^ 

Characteristics of part third. — {a) A proverb is most fre- 
quently contained in two verses, and in such a way that the 
second contains a reason for the first. Thus, 


Make no friendship with an an^' man, 

And with a furious man thou shaft not go ; 

Lest thou Icam his ways, 

And get a snare to thy soul (xxii. 24, 25). 

Three verses are often closely connected in this manner, as, 

WTien thou sittest to cat with a ruler, 

Consider diligently what Is before thee ; 

And put a knife to thy throat, 

If thou be a man given to appetite : 

Be not desirous of his dainties, 

For they are deceitful meat (xxiii. 1-3). 


Even five verses occur thus together in xxiv. 30-34. 

It is very seldom that a complete proverb is contained in a 
single verse, as in xxii. 28, 99 ; xxiii. 9. 

(b) The structure of verses is irregular, so that the members 
of them are not evenly proportioned. Indeed there is often no 
trace of parallelism. Verses of six, seven, or eight words are 
intermingled with others of eleven and even of fourteen and 
eighteen words. Thus xxiii. 29 has fourteen, and xxiv. 12, 
eighteen words. 

(c) Proverbs of similar import are not generally put together. 
Sometimes, however, such sayings are arranged so as to form a 
rounded circle of admonitions. 

(d) The parallelisms are synthetic; except xxiv. 16 which is 
antitnetic.* 

Characteristics of part fourth. — (a) Most of the proverbs are here 

* See Bertheau’fl Die Spriiche Salome’s, Einleitung, pp. xii., xiii. 

* Ibid, pp. xiii., xir. 
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finished in one verse. And the verses usually consist of seven 
or eight words ; more rarely of six. But wnen the sentences 
run through two or more verses, the words in both are more 
numerous. Thus xxv. 6, 7 contain twenty words ; xxv. 21, 
22 have eighteen words. 

(b) According to Stuart, there are ninety-three synthetic paral- 
lelisms, and thirty-five antithetic ones.^ Pretty often there is no 
trace of parallelism; as in xxv. 8, 9, 10, 21, 22 ; xxvi. 18, 19 ; 
xxvii, 1 ; xxix. 12. 

{c) In chaps, xxv. -xxvii. the two members in which most of 
the sentences are arranged, are usually comparisons loosely 
hanging together. 

{d) The same word often appears in two or more successive 
proverbs ; as in xxv. 1, 2 ; 3^*1 in xxv. 8, 9, 10.* 

Characteristics of part fifth. — {a) The proverbs in this part are 
of very unequal compass. Some are completed in one verse, as, 
XXX. 10; others in two, as xxx. 15, 16; others in three, as 
18-20, 21-23 ; others in four, as 24-28 ; and in six, as 1-6. 

{h) The verses contain a considerable number of words ; 
eleven, twelve, and thirteen. 

(c) All the parallelisms are synthetic, 

(d) The descriptions arc somewhat long for proverbs; and 
the language artificial and peculiar. 

(e) Numbers play an important part. Things are reckoned 
by twos, threes, fours, etc. 

Characteristics of part sixth. — Here the parallelisms are syno- 
nymom; the same ideas being repeated almost in the same words 
in the corresponding members. 

Characteristics of part seventh. — ^This is an alphabetical poem. 
The parallelism is very like that in the alphabetical psalms; 
and the verses are nearly all of the same extent. 

IV. AuTiioRsnir. — We are now prepared to enter on the 
question of authorship. 

The general title and introduction (i. 1-7) refer to the whole 
book, not to the first part by itself. If i. 8-ix. was written by 
Solomon, why should the second part have the title, the proverbs 
of Solomon ? (x. 1). Does not this imply a distinction between 
what follows and precedes, as if the latter were not written by 
Solomon ? We confess that every view we can take of the first 
division is unfavourable to its Solomonic origin. Its didactic 
tone, with the strict admonitions respecting chastity, do not suit 
a king so well as a prophet or priest. Various parts do not 
resemble the precepts of one who kept a royal harem, and was 
the fruit of adultery with Bathsheba, as v. 18, etc., vL 24, etc., 

' Commentary, Introdactioo, p. 44. ^ See Bertheau, Einleitung, pp. xiy., xt. 
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vii. 5-23, except lie had repented. Occasionally the writer 
speaks like a man occupying the condition of a citizen, ex. gr. 
Ti. 31. A few local references point to Jerusalem (i. 21, viii. 8) ; 
and perhaps mention of the new moon (vii. 20) shews that the 
levitical worship was regularly observed. 

The same tone of theocratic purity which appears in x.-xxii. 
16 did not exist when these proverbs were written. The kingly 
office no longer corresponded to its ideal. The hints relating to 
it imply the melancholy consequences of ro)"al power in denying 
the principle of righteousness and adding to the influence of 
transgressors. We must therefore date it subsequently to the 
reigns of Solomon and David, towards the end of the ninth 
or beginning of the eiglitli, century before Christ. The form of 
the proverb had then become more rounded and developed. 

Did the portion proceed from one author ? The question is not 
without its difficulties. Eiehhom, and after him Ewald, think 
that the piece is an original whole, well-connected, continuous, 
proceeding as it were out of one gush. On the other hand, 
Bertheau finds traces in it of admonitions and sayings proceed- 
ing from different authors. Ilis arguments are in substance 
the following ; 

1. The repetitions are of such a nature as to shew more than 
one author. Thus the strange woman is introduced not less 
than five times ; while wisdom is rcfeiTcd to more or less fully 
eight times. The same writer would hardly repeat himself so 
often, within a compass comparatively brief. 

2. Chap. vi. 1-19 interrupts the connection. It contains warn- 
ing and advice respecting various situations in life, which are 
only appended to the preceding chapter descriptive of the strange 
woman. The seventh chapter introduces the adulteress again. 
Hence vi. 1-19, should properly stand after chap. vii. 

3. Various jxiragraphs, as wc have seen, contain groups of 
ten verses. This is an artificial arrangement which could not 
have been accidental. Why then should one author adopt this 
law only in some places, when he might have easily carried it 
through the whole ? 

4. The diction, style, and structure of verses is varied in 
different parts. We admit that this might have proceeded 
from one and the same gifted writer, varying his manner 
according to the topic or to taste. The diversity, however, 
between the second chapter and riii. 12-31, hardly comports 
with identity of origin.^ 

A careful consideration of the particulars contained in i. 8-ix. 
will shew, that there is an orderly arrangement of the materials. 


1 Bertheatt*s Commentar, Emleituag, pp. xxii., xxiii. 
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and a connection betraying one and the same author. His theme 
is one. He discusses it in his own way, approaching it gradually, 
and after treating it, returning to the point whence he set out. 
He admonishes youth against adultery in the fifth, sixth, and 
seventh chapters. But this he comes to by the fear of God as 
the beginning of wisdom (chap, i.) ; by comparing and identify- 
ing the fear of God and wisdom itself (chaps, ii.-iv). After 
the main theme, he returns to wisdom, which ne personifies and 
praises (viii.), contrasting it with folly (ix.) Thus all centres in 
one and the same object — the fear of God, and wisdom in one 
important practical aspect. In some places the arrangement is 
artificial, as in the third and fourth chapters where there are 
three strophes. The language is uniform, confirming unity of 
authorship, as (iii. 2 ; iv. 10 ; ix. 11). The repeti- 

tions agree as well with one writer as several. Indeed they 
are almost unavoidable in the discussion of the same theme 
carried through various chapters, provided there be progression, 
as is the case. The unknown writer is eloquent, graphic, 
pathetic. His descriptions are pertinent and ^mirame. He 
uses a noble simplicity. The language is exceedingly chaste, 
occasionally rising to an epic fullness, and never sinking below 
the subject. It is easjr and smooth. Hebrew literature must 
have b^n in a flourishing state when he lived.^ 

But though we hold the evidence of the order and arrange- 
ment of the piece as well as of the diction satisfactory in rda- 
tion to one witer, there are portions which must be excepted, 
because they disturb the connection. The most conspicuous of 
these is vi. 1-19. If it bo taken aw'ay, yi. 20 naturally succeeds 
V. 23. In like manner, ix. 7-10 is an insertion disturbing the 
parts between which it stands and otherwise evincing a different 
origin, vi. 1-19 consists of four independent sections loosely 
joined together, viz., 1-5, 6-11, 12-15, 16-19. These seem to 
proceed from as many writers ; none identical with the author of 
part i.-ix. It is very improbable that such intercalations were 
made by the writer of i.-ix. They are inferior in thought and 
style ; later in origin. He would not have put them where they 
are, had lie found them already existing. They belong to a 
succeeding time. From these observations it will be seen, that 
we cannot believe fully in Ewald’s opinion of the unity of the 
piece, nor in Bertheau’s of its disunion. Dclitzsch* agrees with 
the former in the main ; but arbitrarily divides the whole into 
what he terms fifteen Mashal-poems, and indulges in other 
minutim of criticism equally fanciful. 


^ Hitzig, Bio SDriicho Salomo’s, pp. 3, 4. 

* Herzog’s Encyklopaedio, vol. xiv. p. 697, et soqq. 
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It has been observed that some things in i.-ix resemble pas- 
sages in Job. Thus, iii. 25 : 

Be not afraid of sudden fear, 

Neither of the desolation of the wicked when it cometh, 

reminds one of Job v, 21 : 

Neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh. 

Chap. viii. 25 : 

Before the hills was I brought forth, 

compare with Job xv. 7 : 

Wast thou made before the hills ? 

Compare also ii. 4, 14, with Job iii. 21, 22 ; iv. 12 with Job 
xviii. 7 ; iii. 11, 13, with Job v. 17. 

These coincidences shew, that the author of the book of Job 
had at least read the part of Proverbs under consideration. 
There are also a few places which resemble the Son^ of Solomon. 
But the latter is older. Son^ of Sol. iv. 11, seems reflected in 
Proverbs v. 3 ; and viii. 7 in vi. 35. The word gold 
(iii. 13, viii. 19) which ceased to be used in the 8th centurj% 
together with the old form (iii- 28), and the fact of this part 
being posterior to the Song of Solomon but. prior to Job, point 
to the 9th century as the date. And the writer seems to have 
lived in Jerusalem, where there were luxury and elegance (vii. 
16, 17). His language is that of one highly cultivated. 

Was Solomon the writer of i-ix ? To this question a negative 
answer must be given. 

The title of the second part assigns it to Solomon. It 
certainly proceeded from another person than the author of 
i. 8-ix. The parallelism of verses is different, not being ano- 
nymous, but antithetic and synthetic, the former being predomi- 
nant. The poetical character of the first is much higher. The 
use of Elohim too never appears in the second (ii. 5, 17). Jeho- 
vah is generally used in all places of the book except in the 
first part and the words of Agur where it appears but seldom. 

It IS stated in 1 Kings iv. 32 that Solomon spake 3000 pro- 
verbs, of which many were probably preserved. We cannot 
hold their number to be apocryphal, or to transcend the wisdom 
of David^s son. 

The views, ideas, modes in which they are expressed, the usm 
loquendi and formulas in which the matter is put are similar 
throughout this portion. Thus what gives pleasure to the fool 
and the righteous respectively, is analogous even in language 
(x. 23; xiv. 9; xv. 21). So with self-satisfaction (xiv. 12; 
xvi. 2 ; xxi. 2). Weights and measures are similarly spoken of 
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(xi, 1 ; XX. 10, 23) ; suretyship (xi. 15 ; xvii. 18 ; xx. 16) ; the 
simplicity of the inexperienced (xiv. 15 ; xxii. 3) ; the want of 
friends by the poor man (xiv. 20 ; xix. 7) ; and contentment 
with little (xv. 17 ; xvi. 8; xvii. 1). The ideas respecting the 
correction of children are alike (xiii. 24; xix. 18; xxii. 15). 
The sacrifice of the wicked is spoken of in the same words (xv. 
8; xxi. 27). Analogous views harmonise in expression, as 
X. 15 and xviii. 11 ; xi. 13 and xx. 19. Sometimes half a verse 
returns, as xiii. 2 from xii. 14 ; xviii. 11 from x. 15 ; xviii. 12 
from XV. 33. 33ut these half verses do not al\^ys retain the 
same places (comp. xvi. 5 with xi. 21). They are altered some- 
what (comp. xvi. 2 with xxi. 2 ; xiii. 14 with xiv. 27) ; so that 
they are not exactly the same (comp. xiv. 31 with xvii. 5, xv. 
13 with xvii. 22). The language is also of the same type. The 
same figurative expressions, as well as others not figurative, 
recur. Whoever, for example, wrote xx. 11, wrote also xxi. 8. 
So with xiv. 26 and xxi. 22. A well of life is repeatedly 
mentioned (x. 11; xvi. 22); a tree of life (xi. 30; xiii. 12; 
XV. 4) ; wealth got hastily (xiii. 11 ; xx. 21) ; lips of know- 
ledge (xiv. 7 ; XX. 15). As xi. 24 terminates in 
so do xiv. 23 ; xxi. 5 ; xxii. 16. The expression “ snares of 
death*’ is placed at the end of xiii. 14 ; xiv. 27. The verb 
used of the same kind of separation, runs through four 
chapters, as xvi. 28, xvii. 9, xviii. 1, xix 4. 

These repetitions, accompanied as they are with greater or 
less variation, are adduced by Hitzig as evidences of one 
author. In addition to them he has called attention to several 
groups of verses alike in number ; and to sections artificially 
made up of the same number multiplied upon another. But 
these latter have a precarious existence, and require occasional 
and arbitrary alterations of the text.^ The question turns in 
some degree upon the fact whether one writer could compose 
more than a hundred proverbs or pithy sayings, without falling 
into partial repetitions. Hitzig thinks he could not. In regard 
to Solomon we differ from this critic. It seems to us very 
improbable that Solomon would repeat himself almost or alto- 
.gether verbally. 

Such likenesses as the following must be assigned to two 
authors ; one copying the other. 

Chap. xiv. 12 : 

Tliere is a way which seenieth right unto a man ; 

But tho end thereof are the wa)'8 of death, 

which is repeated in xvi. 25. 


^ Die Spriicho Salome’s, p, 90 et seqq. 
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Chap. xvL 2 : 

All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes, 

oociirs again in xxi. 2. 

Chap. XV. 8 : 

The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination, 

is repeated in xxi. 27. 

Chap, xi. 13 : 

A tale-bearer revealeth secrets, 

occurs again in xx. 19. 

Such verbal repetitions, at least, must be assigned to different 
writers, one imitating the other. In xxi. 19 we find : 

It is better to dwell in the wilderness, 

Than with a contentious and an angry woman, 

which is nearly the same as xxi. 9 : 

It is Wtter to dwell in the comer of the housetop 
Thau with a brawling woman in a wide house. 

In X. 1 we read : 

A wise son maketh a glad father, 

which is repeated in xv. 20*. 

In X. 2^ occurs : 

But righteousness delivereth from death, 

repeated in xi. 4^. 

Chap. X. 15* has : 

The rich man’s wealth is his strong city, 

which occurs inxviii. 11*. 

In XV. 33^ we read : 

Before honour is humility, 

which returns in xviii. 12®. 

Chap. xi. 21* has, 

Though hand join in hand the wicked shall not be unpunished. 

Chap. xvi. 5* repeats it: 

Though hand Join in hand he shall not be unpunished. 

In chap. xiv. 31 * it is written ; 

He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker, 

and the same is repeated in xvii. 6*. 
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Chap, xix, 12^ has these words : 

The king’s wrath is as the roaring of a lion, 

repeated in xx. 2.' 

^ese repetitions could hardly have proceeded from one 
author. Yet the neater part of the division in question was 
written by one. Its uniformity of diction and analogy of views 
points to one principal author. Was he Solomon, as the title 
says P It has been supposed, that many could not be his be- 
cause they relate to private and rural life, since he was not 
practically familiar with the one, and did not share in the 
other. The circumstance too, that not a few sayings concern 
other relations than those in which Solomon liv^, excite sus- 
picion against his being the writer; such as, xvi. 10, 12-15; 
xix. 12 ; XX. 2, 2G, 28 ; xxiii. 1-3 ; apparently shewing the 
author to have been no king. Such phenomena are not conclu- 
sive, especially as they are confronted by others of an opposite 
character. The historical back-ground in various proverbs of 
this division presupposes that royalty in Israel corresponded to 
its proper idea. The king is described on the whole as one 
favourable to his intelligent servants, averse to evil, and taking 
pleasure in justice (xiv. 35 ; x\d. 12, 13 ; xx. 8, 26 ; xxiv. 11). 
Such language could only be appropriate in the flourishing time 
of royalty — that of David and Solomon — when the ideal of king- 
ship was as pure as it ever appeared. The theocratic spirit 
then prevailed; and righteousness had penetrated the life of 
the people. Besides, the character and diction of the proverbs 
indicate an older type than that which appears in i. 8-ix. 
They are energetic, striking, abrupt, pregnant, obscure, per- 
vaded by less precision, regularity, and fullness, as is natural in 
the incipient state of gnomic literature.' 

Agreeably to Jewish tradition, and in the absence of proof 
to the contrary we are inclined to assign the greatest part 
of the division to Solomon as its author. It is likely, how- 
ever, that he himself did not put all his own proverbs into 
their present form. A later compiler made up the present 
division by collecting that monarch's oral and written sayings. 
Along with Solomon's he incorporated others which he was not 
able to separate from the authentic ones. And he may have 
added some of his own. That he intended to put the whole 
into good order is contradicted by the verbal repetitions allowed 
to remain. Having no means of sifting the sources with in- 
fallible accuracy, some proverbs not Solomon's were left. The 
two kinds of parallelism in chapters x.-xv. and xvi.-xxii. 16, 
the former antithetic, the latter synthetic, are compatible with 

^ See Hater, Commentar ueber die Solomoniachc Spriiohe, page 10. 



333 


THE BOOK OF TEOVEBBS. 


the same writer ; and need not, with Stuart,* be referred to him 
at different times. The bi-membral verses throughout indicate 
the same hand. Our observations tend to shew that this di- 
vision belong for the most part to the end of the tenth century, 
preceding the former by a considerable interval— one of about a 
hundred years. It certainly bears decided marks of antiquity. 
Hitzig, however, assigns it to the eighth century, on the 
ground of form, language, and relations of time. That conclu- 
sion cannot be sustained. It is above a century older than the 
first part, not later, Ewald with his usual sagacity has assumed 
a considerable inteiv^al between the two divisions, putting the 
second prior to the first. The redaction of it could not have 
been very remote in time from that of the first part-. 

The third part, viz. xxii. 17-xxiv. was not written by 
Solomon. It exhibits two notices in which it professes to con- 
tain “ words of the wise” i.e. xxii. 17 and xxiv. 23. This shews 
that it consists of two smaller collections, xxii. 22-xxiv. 22, and 
xxiv. 23-34. The verses xxii. 17-21 were prefixed by the com- 
piler himself, who says, that thy trust may be in the Lord, I 
have made known to thee this day, even to thee” (19) ; and, 
** Have not I written to thee the day he fore yesterday concerning 
counsel and knowledge” (20) ? Herzfeld conjectures that xxiv. 
23-34 also proceeded from this compiler.^ 

The writer is a preacher of morality who assumes a warning 
and admonitory tone throughout. Hence his sayings so often 

begin with Sk. Seventeen times in eighty-two verses does this 
negative particle occur ; while it appears but twice in the twelve 
chapters of the second part (xx. 13, 22), The writer seems to 
have drawn these apophthegms of the wise men from recollection ; 
putting them down after his own manner. The diction is uni- 
form, and has a peculiarity which appears but seldom in the 
other parts, viz., the making the subject or object emphatic by 
repeating the pronoun, as xxii. 19 : 

That thy trust may be in the Tx)rd, 

1 have made known to thee this day, cvm to thee. 

See also xxiii. 14, 15, 19, 20, 28 ; xxiv. 6, 27, 32. One 
thing is clear, viz., that there is a different authorship from 
that of the second part. The structure of the verses is dif- 
ferent, being much more irregular. The even proportion of 
two members in a verse is often interrupted ; and parallelism 
almost disappears. Unlike the former, in which a verse is 
roimded off in two members, verses consisting of seven words 

^ Commentary, Introduction, pp. 30, 81. 

* Geschichte des Yolkes laraeb p< 283. 
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are interspersed among others containing eight, nine, eleven, and 
even fourteen. A verse often becomes three membered, being 
antithetic in the last two members (xxii. 29 ; xxiiL 31). Besides, 
a sentence or proverb is seldom completed in a single verse. It 
occupies two, three, and even five (xxiv. 30-34). Proverbs too 
of similar import are not usually arranged so as to form a com- 
pleted course of admonitions. Unlike the second part, the 
appeal my Bon appears here (xxiii. 19, 26 ; xxiv. 13) ; and the 
warning is frequently addressed to a hearer in the second person. 
Only once does my son appear in x.-xxii. 16. 

It will be observed that the warning in xxiii 28 recurs in 
xxiii. 10 ; in the latter place in a later form, xxiii. 6 is repeated 
from verse 3 ; and xxiv. 14 from xxiii. 18. Such repetitions, 
together with the insignificance of expression in xxiv. 24, 25 : 

He that saith unto the wicked, Thou art righteous, 

Him shall the people curse ; nations shall abhor him. 

But to them that rebuke him shall be delight, 

And a good blessing shall come upon them ; 

and the want of proper grouping in xxiii. 13 (comp. ver. 15) 
evince a poverty of mind which corresponds to the almost prosaic 
diction and belongs to times of declining national taste. The 
language is tolerably late, and contains a few Aramaeisms, as 
tp^p (xxii. 21) and (xxiii. 2) ; is used in an Ara- 
maean sense (xxii. 29) ; DHJIS for (xxiii. 28) and the 

reverse (xxiii. 3, 6) for are later peculiari- 
ties. So too the retention of H in and ^ for 5 (xxiii. 

4). These phenomena, however, are hardly sufficient to place 
the division in or after the time of the exile. Did the Syri- 
asms occur in greater number, or constructions confessedly late 
strike the reader more frequently, we should not hesitate to 
bring down the authorship after the captivity ; but the grounds 
for doing so are too precarious. Hence Hitzig cannot be fol- 
lowed. His proofs of such late origin are too shadowy. There 
is no sufficient evidence that the writer of xxiii. or xxiv. had 
read Deuteronomy in its present form, or belonged to the time 
of the thirty -seventh psalm ; or that xxiii. 11 was contemporary 
with Jer. 1. 34. The prophet is known to have imitated and 
copied preceding writers. Hence we cannot see any proper 
evidence for bringing the date of the piece to the Persian 
monarchy, or after 525 B.C., as Hitzig does^. Neither ideas 
nor diction point to it. The time of composition was before 
the exile, but later than Hezekiah. 

The fourth part (xxv.-xxix.) contains the proverbs of Solo- 

^ Die Spruche Salomo'e, p. 226 et seq. 
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mon which the men of Hezekiah copied out. Here many pro- 
verbs occurring in the second part are repeated with shght 
deviations. Thus xxv. 24 : 

It is bettor to dwell in the comer of the housetop 
Than with a brawling woman and in a wide house, 

is nearly the same as xxi. 9 : 

It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop 
Than nith a brawling woman in a wide house. 

Chap xxvi. 13 : 

The slothful man saith, 

There is a lion in the way ; 

A lion in the streets, 

is almost identical with xxii. 13 : 

The slothful man saith, 

There is a lion without ; 

1 shall be slain in the streets, 

Compare also xxvi. 15 with xix. 24 ; xxvi. 22 with xviii. 8 ; 
xxvii. 13 with xx. 16 ; xxvii. 15 with xix. 13 ; xxvii. 21 with 
xvii. 3 ; xxviii. 6 with xix. 1 ; xxviii. 19 w'ith xii. 11 ; xxix. 22 
with XV. 18. There is but one proverb in the third part 
repeated here, viz., xxviii. 21 compared with xxiv. 23.^ 

Only once is the same proverb repeated in the division itself, 
with a slight variation. 

Chap. xxvi. 12 : 

Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit ? 

There is more hope of a fool than of him. 

Chap. xxix. 20 : 

Seest thou man that is hasty in his words ? 

There is more hope of a fool than of him. 

In a few cases there are varieties of the same proverb, show- 
ing that it had passed through different hands by which it was 
modified ; as, xxviii. 12 : 

When righteous men do rejoice, there is great glory ; 

But w hen the wicked rise, a man is hidden. 

Chap, xxviii. 28 : 

When the wicked rise, men hide themselves ; 

But when they perish, the righteous increase. 

Chap. xxix. 2 : 

When the righteous arc in authority, the penj)le rejoice ; 

But when the wicked bearctb rule, the people mourn. 

* See Belitzsch in Herzog’s Encyklopaodie, xiv. p. 706, 
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Solomon himself could scarcely have been the author of all 
the proverbs in this division. Some of them manifest another 
origin. Thus xxv. 2-7 betr^s a man who had lived at court, 
but was no king himself. In like manner xxviii. 16 censures 
the very vices that stained Solomon’s reign. From the simi- 
larity of many proverbs in the portion before us to others in 
the second part, it seems probable that the collectors whom Heze- 
kiah commissioned to gather these wise sayings used in part 
the same sources as the compiler of the second division. That 
such sources were written ones is implied in the word 
transcribed — transferred from one book to another (xxv. 1). But 
the use of it should not be pressed so far as to exclude oral 
sources, which were probably employed in addition to the 
written. Hitzig incorrectly explains it of oral sources only.^ 
In the progress of time many proverbs in the mouths of the 
people had come to be attributed to the wise monarch. This 
happened more readily in proportion to the interval of time 
from the age of Solomon. These wise men of Hezekiah 
could not separate what belonged to the king and what were 
improperly assigned to him. There is no good reason for 
attributing the greater part to the kingdom of Ephraim. It 
is true that in the age of Ilezekiah the northern monarchy 
came to an end ; but it is a mere hypothesis that the king of 
Judah sent men to save the literary treasures existing in the 
mouth of the people from destruction, by having them written 
down. The critic in question asserts that the language has 
many peculiarities which point away from Judah ; but fails to 
justify his assertion. That in xxv. 11 the Ephraimite expres- 
sion stands for the Jewish in xxv. 12 may be doubted. And 

even if with the feminine (xxv. 12) occurs only in a north- 
Israel author; (xxvi. 13) only in Hosea and Job; and 

“I^P in the passive for they are slender proof of a 

north-Israel origin for the whole -piece. But indeed their 
Ephraimite characteristics may be questioned. The inscription 
fixes the copying to the last quarter of the eighth century. 

The commencement of the division shews that it was meant as 
an appendix, D3. Why it stands after the third, instead of the 
second part it is difficult to tell. 

The reader will now sec the error of putting i.-xxix. together 
and attributing the whole to Solomon. When unscientific critics 
like Hahn and Ivcil do so, and even undertake to defend their 
position; what can be said of them, except that they ignore 
the phenomena on which right criticism bases its conclusions ? 


* Bio Spriiclic, p. 258. 
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Keil’s pamgraph in his Introduction relating to this point is 
radically incorrect.^ 

Even Eelitzsch* fails to support him in the belief that the 
same Solomonic stamp belongs to i.-xxix. It is true that the 
first part is connected with the second by similarity of wor^ 
and expressions. But the majority resolve themselves into imi- 
tation. The gifted writer of i. 8-ix drank deep into the spirit 
of Solomon's proverbs in x. 1-xxii. 16, and therefore his style 
resembles theirs. Thus xix. 27 may be regarded as the germ 
out of which arose the hortatory counsels to the son, contained 
in i.-ix. ; and xiv. 1 furnished occasion for the allegory of the 
wise and foolish women in the ninth chapter. And the first 
part has many words peculiar to itself, as discretion, pru^ 

dence, in the singular number, i. 4; iii. 20. 71^*19 prudence, 
i. 4 ; viii. 5, 12. aphorism, i. 6. toay, ii. 9 ; iv. 

11,26. the same, ii. 15, 18; v. 6, 21. apple of 

the eye, vii. 2, 9. the throat, i. 9 ; iii. 3, 21 ; vi. 21 ; 

the verb HinK to come, i. 27. to weigh, iv. 26 ; v. 6, 21. 

to deviate, iv. 15 ; vii. 25. Sjmonymous words are also 
accumulated, as congregation and assembly, v. 14; loving hind and 
pleasant roe, v. 19 ; thy flesh and thy body, v. 11 ; guide, overseer, 
or ruler, vi. 7 ; in the twilight, in the evening, in the black and 
dark night, vii. 9 ; pride and arrogancy, viii. 13 ; rejoicing in the 
habitable part of his earth, and my delights were with the sons of 
men, viii. 31 ; in a way peculiar to this division. Hence wo 
cannot hold with Kcil the common authorship of i. 8-ix, and 
x.-xxii. 16 ; but believe, with Delitzsch^ and others, that they 
originated at different times. And that x.-xxii. 16, and xxv.- 
xxix. betray one source wo cannot perceive. Delitzsch has suc- 
ceeded in shewing that there is much similarity of expression 
between the two collections, and in proving that several peculi- 
arities of the former division, adduced as such by Ewald, appear 
also in the latter.^ But he fails to explain away the singularity 
of (5^ at the beginning of Proverbs in x.-xxii. 16 (xi. 24 ; xii. 
18 ; xiii. 7, 23 ; xiv. 12 ; xvi. 25 ; xviii. 24 ; xx. 15), a pheno- 
menon wholly foreign to the remainder of the book. In like 
manner, the phrases “llpD x. 11 ; xiii. 14 ; xiv. 27 ; xvi. 
22. Py xi. 30 ; xiii. 12 ; xv. 4. destruction, x. 

14, 15 ; xiii. 3 ; xiv. 28 ; xviii. 7 ; xxi. 15. xii. 17 ; 

xiv. 5, 25 ; xix. 5, 9. xiii. 6 ; xix. 3 ; xxi. 12 ; xxii. 12 ; 


^ Einleitnng, $ 117, p. 349, ct. soqq. 
et «eqq. 

* In Herzog, voL xiv. p. 710. 


See also in Havcmick's Einleitnng, p. 892 


* Ibid, p. 709. 


» Ibid. 
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and tj'Jp xi. 3 ; xv. 4, cannot be called accidental, but are 
' rather characteristic of the writer ; since they do not appear in 
attv.-xxix. We admit that many words are common to the 
two divisions. But the cause does not lie in identity of author- 
ship merely. It should be chiefly sought in imitation. While 
therefore it is probable that some parts of xxv.-xxix. are the 
authentic sayings of Solomon, others, and those the most 
numerous, are of a different origin and later. The ideas, con- 
formation, and character of the proverbs distinguish them from 
those in x.-xxii. 16. They approach nearer to sayings of the 
common people.^ 

The fifth part containing the words of Agur, (xxx.) is a loose 
appendix to the preceding. Who Agur was we cannot tell, 
except that he was probably one of the wise men, some of whose 
sayings are given in other parts of the book. According to the 
English version, Agur the son of Jakch delivered the precepts 
to Ithiel and Ucal. Jerome and some Babbins thought Agur a 
symbolical name for Solomon. This does not agree with verses 
2, 3, 8. The title runs thus in the Hebrew text : ^3*1 

DK5 which 

can only be translated, the words of Agur son of Jakeh, the 
prophecy, the oracle of the man, for Ithiel, for Ithiel and Ucal, 
for etc.’' Various things render this reading suspicious. In 
the first place, no less than three phrases are applied to the same 
thing viz. the tcords of Agur, the 2 ‘>rophecy, the oracle ; and 
secondly, the name Ithiel is repeated with Ucal, Besides a 
mashal begins with '3 , a particle that can scarcely be rendered 
surely. The oldest authorities translate the words very differ- 
ently from the English version. Thus the LXX. have, ra^e 
6 dvrjp To ?9 Tnarevovai Sew fcal iravopaiy thus saith the man 
to than who helieve God, and I cease. The Vulgate has, Verba 
congregantis filii Vomentis, visio quam locutus cst vir, cum quo est 
Deus, et qiii Deo secum morante confortatus, ait. Ewald makes 

Sas and into the symbolical names, Dam-strong 

and God-wUh-me, which w^ere formed by the poet himself. 

According to this is the first person imperfect of Sbj, as 

the Septuagint, Vulgate, and Peshito understand it. But that 

person is in all other cases not Besides, the person 

spoken to, or for whom the oracle is delivered, is never 
given elsewhere with D^5 J . The peculiarity of beginning a 
proverb also remains. We must therefore have recourse to other 
means of clearing up the text ; either by altering the consonants, 

^ Ewald, Die Dichtcr dos alten Bundes, yiorter Theil, p. 31 et seqq. 

VOL. iz. 22 
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or the vowels, or both. By changing the vowels alone Hitzig, 
whom Bertheau follows, brings out the sense thus : 

The words of Agur son of her obeyed in Massa, thus saith the 
man, ** 1 have laboured in vain for God, I have laboured in 
vain for God, and became weak.” In this manner a reason is 
given for what follows, ^3 for, etc. He had toiled to find out 
God, and his strength liad failed him through intense longing 
to reach the object of his striving. The beginning of xxxi. 1, 
may also be translated, “ the words of Lemuel king of Massa, 
which his mother taught him.” Such is the view first pro- 
posed by Hitzig in Zeller’s Jahrbb. (1844). 

We object to this ingenious emendation, because J3 

“the son of her to whom obedience was given in Massa” is bad 
Hebrew. Making the slight change of for we 

render, “ the words of Agur son of Jakch of Massa ; the oracle 
of the man ; I am weary, 0 God, I am weary, 0 God, and am 
become weak.” In xxxi. 1, the word is not a proper 

name, because “Lemuel king of Massa” is 

not Hebrew. To make it good Hebrew "TlSp should have the 
article prefixed. The true rendering is, “the words of Xing 
Lemuel ; the oracle which his mother,” etc. According to our 
version it is not said that Agur w'as son of the queen of Massa ; 
nor can Lemuel have been a non-reigning brother. 

Bunsen takes Hammassa as Hammassai supposing that yod 
was dropped at the end, and interprets it as a Gentile noun 
“the man of Massa.” The xconh of Agur, son of Jakeh, the man 
of Massa, He appeals to the analogous Bammesek in Gen. 
XV. 2 which he takes as if it were Dammaski, the Damascene.^ 
But we regard there as a gloss inserted by some later 

interpreter to explain the unintelligible Without the 

insertion, the sense is clear, the son of possession, i.e., possessor of 
my house is Eliezer, Grurnraatically, the text as it stands can 

only mean, Damascus, a city of Eliczer ; as HSIS (1 Sam. 

xi. 4) Giheah of Saul, shews. 

Where then is the kingdom of Massa to be found ? The word 
occurs in Gen. xxv. 14, and 1 Chron. i. 30. It is there asso- 
ciated with Dumah, and placed among the Ishmaelite lands or 
Tuples. We arc informed in I Chron. iv. 39-43 that certain 
Simeonites went to the district south of Judah, in the time of king 

1 Bibelwerk, I., pp. 178, 179. 
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Hezekiah ; destroyed the inhabitants of it, and settled down in 
their room ; and that 500 Simeonites went to mount Seir, smote 
the rest of the Amalekites and dwelt there. It is very probable 
that these Simeonites founded the kingdom of Massa. Hence it 
was in mount Seir, in the neighbourhood of Dumah^ It is 
difficult to tell whether these sayings of Agur are extracts from a 
larger work ; or were found in their present state by him who 
appended them. We incline to the former view. 

The sixth part, chap. xxxi. 1-9 contains the words of Lemuel 
which his mother is said to have taught him. Th^" name is the 
older form of Nemuel, Simeon’s first-born (1 Chron. iv. 24 ; Num. 
xxvi. 12). It is only conjecture that the mother of Lemuel was 
queen of Massa ; and that Agur and Lemuel were brothers. Like 
Agur, the latter was one of those st^ded the wise. We cannot 
with Ewald and Keil look upon Lemuel as a symbolical name of 

Solomon ; supposing that WioS as it is pointed in the fourth 


verse, means to God, i.e. devoted to God.^ The contents and 
titles of the fifth and sixth parts shew that they were drawn 
from the same source ; probably a large collection of the wise 
men’s sayings. They shew great similarity, and might be con- 
sidered as one piece of the whole book. 

The Septuagint divides xxx. 1-14 from xxx, 15, etc., putting 
it before xxiv. 23, and xxx, 15-xxxi. 9 before xxv. It has also 
before xxiv. 23 four proverbs which are not in the Hebrew : 


1 A son that keeps the word shall escape destruction j 
And he that rect i Yen it, receives Him. 

2 From no tongue let a lie he spoken ajyaiust the king, 
f?ince a lie never c<>mes from his tongue. 

3 The king’s tongue is a sword and not one of flesh ; 

A>’'ho8oevcr shall be delivered to it, will be broken to pieces, 

4 If his wrath should be kindled, it consumes the nerves of a man. 

Devours his bones and burns as a flame, 

So that they are inedible by the young eagles. 

There are good reasons for believing that those proverbs stood 
at first in the place they now occupy, and that they were lost 
out of the Hebrew text by mistake. They are worthy of their 
position in the book. Hence the verses belong to the division 
xxii. 17- xxiv, or to the former section of it. There is no reason 
for doubting that they disappearcil from the Hebrew ; because 
the LXX. have preserved many others from the tenth chapter 
onwards, which are not in our present Hebrew text. 

The seventh part, containing the fine poem xxxi. 10-31, is 

* See ITitzig, Die Snriiche Salome’s, page 310 ct seqq. 

2 See Ewald, Spriicae Salerno’s, Kohclet, p. 173. 
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alphabetical. The author is unknown. In style and subject 
it is different from the two preceding pieces, and must have 
been drawn from a different source. Being alphabetical, its 
origin is comparatively late. In the eyes of Hitzig it exhibits 
a few expressions sufficient to bring it down to a period after 
Alexander.^ If so, Ecclesiastes and it would be nearly contem- 
porary. But there is no good reason for this. Neither diction 
nor orthography warrants the conclusion. The latest to which 
it can be referred is the sixth century. 

We have thus seen that the contents of the book were com- 
posed at different times, beginning with that of Solomon and 
reaching down till more tlian three eenturies after. One person 
arrang^ the various pieces in their present form. The separate 
collections arose now and again. In the introduction i. 1-7 the 
compiler says, that he intends to give not only the proverbs of 
Solomon, but the words of tlie wifse and their daiK sayings. 
This implies that he had xxii. 17-xxiv. in his mind, as well as 
x.“xxii. 16. The entire work was arranged and completed by 
one and the same person, in the sixth century, after the return 
from captivity. Of course different ])arts had been collected 
and excerpted by preceding literary men ; among the rest chaps. 
i.~ix. which we cannot, with Bleek,'^ su]:)pose to have been com- 
posed by the final redactor of the whole. The reason why the 
general title is Procerhs of Solomon may lie in the fact that the 
nucleus of the work is his, A jwtiori Jit denomination So the 
book of Psalms is often called the Psalms of David; although 
David did not write them all. Or, if the principle in question 
does not strictly apply — if the majority of the 746 verses con- 
tained in the book be not really Solomon’s, analogy comes to 
our aid and justifies the hypothesis that the sayings of different 
wise men have been put together with the name of one cele- 
brated author prefixed. Every nation has done so. The Greeks 
§ttributed to Pythagoras many golden sayings which proceeded 
from others. The north assigned to Odin, their wisest king, all 
its moral precepts. The Arabic sentences of Meidani, Abu 
Obaid, and Mophaddcl are compilations, containing more than 
belongs to these sages themselves. According to tradition 
Lokmann is the author of some. Thus the Ilcbrews appro- 
priated their proverbs to Solomon their wisest king, because it 
was well known that he had excelled in this sort of philosophic 
poetry. 

V. State of the text, — The text of the book is not in a 
correct state, having suffered considerably from transcribers and 
others. The Hebrew, however, is better than the Septuagint ; 


^ Die Spriicho Saldmo’e, p. 334. 


* Einloitung, p. 635. 
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though the latter sometimes supplies the means of obtaining the 
onginal reading. The corruption is most apparent in the first 
part. At the present time it is all but hopeless to arrive at the 
primary text in mai^ instances. Even the higher criticism fails 
in the effort. The l^ptuagint puts the thirtieth and thirty-first 
chapters before xxiv. 23-xxv. 1 : thus, xxiv. 22 (Heb.) ; xxix. 
27-xxx. 1-14; xxiv. 23-34; xxx. 15-33; xxxi. 1-9; xxv. 1, 
etc. (Heb.). In various cases members, and even whole verses, 
have been inserted, which must be ejected from the text. At 
other times, they have dropped out, and must be supplied. 

VI. Nature axd characteristics of Proverbs generally, 
AND OF THE HeBREW ProVERBS IN PARTICULAR. — The USe of 
proverbs has prevailed in all countries. Certain stages of the 
history of nations are highly favourable to their reception 
and popularity. When the sciences were little cultivated, and 
composition had not been subjected to critical refinements, 
they were readily adopted. Their usefulness is most felt in 
an unsophisticated state of society, when the modifications of 
artificial life are few, and the manners of men unaffected. In 
such circumstances, general rules furnish a safe and easy 
guidance ; because men are neither able nor willing to perplex 
themselves with minute circumstances, or to seek out cavils. 
Short and plain directions suffice. In regulating public and 
private affairs ; in correcting the vices and curbing the passions 
of the multitude, they were often employed with great success. 
Such proverbial sayings were handed do^vn orally ; and were 
easily remembered because called into constant use. They 
required no effort or art to impress conviction. Their pointed- 
ness made them easily understood; and their brevity secured 
remembrance. Conciseness is necessary. But the manner of 
conveying the leading idea is very varied, depending as it does 
on the taste of the wu’iter. Plainness of expression is generally 
adopted, because there are no intricacies to be investigated. 
Occasions, however, arise in which some ornament may be be- 
stowed on them. 

The estimation in which this kind of composition was held in 
ancient times appears from the fact, that proverbs were uttered 
in oracles, by legislators, by lyric and epic poets. Indeed the 
title of wisdom was appropriated to proverbial instruction. And 
it deserved the appellation, because it pointed out what man’s 
duty required him to perform, or his highest interest to pursue. 
Accordingly the moral aphorisms of the seven wise men of 
Greece have been carefully preserved. But though some collec- 
tions of proverbial sayings have survived among the Greeks; 
we have none made by any Roman writer which can lay 
claim to antiquity and popularity. Eastern nations have many 
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such collections. They had more genius for aphorisms. The 
cold logic of the west, and cogent reasoning generally, are 
unfavourable to their growth. A lively and luxuriant fancy, 
aided by experience, tends to their multiplication. An ad- 
vanced civilisation is commonly attended with too much inclina- 
tion for minute discrimination and subtle distinctions to promote 
the increase of proverbs. The same may be predicated of reason- 
ings on material laws, or scientific investigations. There are 
many collections of Arabic proverbs such as those of Meidani, 
of Abu Obaid, and of the Chaliph Ali. The last approaches 
nearest in excellence to those of Solomon. The proverbs of Ali 
were published at Oxford in 180(). Arabian literature is very 
rich in this kind of composition. The Persians have also collec- 
tions, one of which was published by De Sacy in 1819, under 
the title of Pend Nameh, “Book of Counsel.** The Chinese too 
have many good proverbs. As to form, it is generally the same 
among Oriental nations. A sage called /r/Z/fcr, gives liis scholar 
or son instructions conveyed in these brief sentences. 

Tho difference between the Hebrew collection contained in 
this book, and those of other ancient nations is, that a higher 
tone of morality pervades the former. God is presented to the 
view as a just and righteous sovereign, in whose fear the high- 
est wisdom consists. In purity of principle the best of tho old 
moralists arc far surpassed by the writers w'hose sayings are 
incorporated in the work entitled the Proverbs of Solomon. 
That the present collection consists of excerpts from many sources 
we may readily assume, because internal evidence sufficiently 
attests it. They arc all preceptive or didactic ; such as admit of 
general application. Those of a historical nature are excluded, 
as, ‘‘Is Saul also among the propliets?” (1 Sum. x. 11). A 
historical basis is unfavourable to general adaptation. Abstract 
sentences serve better for instruction. 

The Proverbs embody the result of Hebrew reflection at a 
particular period, or rather at times s(‘pa rated by various inter- 
vals. They are ethical maxims, dc‘duced from the Mosaic law 
and divine proridenco. Hebrew wisdom is concentrated in 
them. Sometimes they ap^xjar in the form of short unconnected 
sentences and gnomes ; sometimes as conneeted conversations 
covering the field of practical life. Piety is presented in its 
outward aspect. The aphorisms embrace tlie duty of fear and 
reverence towards God, justice and benevolence towards man, 
temperance, industry, prudence, economy, continence, modesty, 
purity of heart, gentleness of demeanour ; precepts relative to 
the ^ucation of the young, the conduct of rulers and subjects. 
A picture is given of the social condition, mutual relations and 
dependences, and practical reasonings of the Hebrews in tho 



CnARACIBBISnCS OF PEOVFEBS. 


343 


age of Solomon, and some time after. What Hebrew men fdt 
and thought on all the great problems relating to a social state, 
their ordinaiy moral views, their sense of mutual obligations, are 
vividly described. All bears the stamp of serious, sober think- 
ing; and shows a tolerably advanced state of civilisation. Such 
proverbs current among a people, and generally approved, attest 
a high rank for them among the nations of the world. No code 
of ethics, formed in any pagan nation equals it in enlighten- 
ment, purity, or breadth. The ethics of the book are such as 
the Jewish dispensation naturally gave rise to. They are not as 
spiritual as those of the New Testament. Indeed, religioriy pro- 
perly so called, is not exhibited. The motives presented are 
prudential. The encouragements offered to a life of virtue are 
founded on earthly retribution. The writers had no conception 
of a future state of rewards and punishments. The love of God 
is not taught as the great spring of human conduct. The depths 
of the consciousness of the divine in man are hardly touched by 
the maxims set forth. Compared with the New’ Testament 
moralit 3 % that of IVoverbs is pitched on a low key. The piety 
W’hich it is fitted to nourish is not that elevated kind which 
brings the spirit of man into intimate communion with God 
and liis Son Jesus Christ; or teaches the god- like beauty of 
virtue, or enforces that virtue for its own sake. The prin- 
ciples of the Mosaic law^ are not so much developed in the 
prophets. Perhaps the mind of the nation generall}’^ had 
not sufficiently reflected on the relations of man to his Creator 
and to his fellow-man, on past revelations of the divine 
will, or the ways and works of God ; else it might have 
risen much higher — from morals to religion, from interested to 
unselfish motives, from utilitarianism to spiritualism. There is 
indeed enough of shrew’d reflw'tion and sound common sense 
embodied. The result of a wide observation and much experi- 
ence is manifest. All the virtues are inculcated ; but the basis 
on which they are made to rest is naturally Jewish. And what 
is more, it is not a high Jewish one. Pure love and true faith 
do not enter into its substance. It is objective rather than sm6- 
jectlve. Hence it is ill-fitted to promote a healthy piety which 
can stand the shock of life’s battle. Self, in a higher or lower 
degree, mixes largely with it. The truth of these remarks 
might bo attested by numerous examples, if it were necessary. 
Thus it is not once enjoined ‘‘ to love God.” Neither is it com- 
manded “ to love our neighbour.” In a few instances we find 
such elevated truths as those — “ trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart,” “ to do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the 
Lord than sacrifice,” wait on the Lord and he shall save thee ;” 
but the general tenor is illustrated by, “ honour the Lord with 
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thy substance, and with the first fruits of all thine increase, so 
shall thy bams be filled with plenty,** etc. ; let thine heart keep 
my commandments, for length of days and long life and peace 
shall they add to thee ; ** “ tne fear of the Lord tendeth to life ; 
and he that hath it shall abide satisfied ; he shall not be visited 
wdth evil.** Sometimes the admonitions savour of harshness, as 
in XX. 16, “Take his garment that is surety for a stranger, and 
because of strangers, distrain him,** force, by seizure, him 
who has pledged himself on account of stmngers. This is an 
injunction to the cre<litor to deal severely with a man who has 
b^me surety for others. Castigation of slaves is also recom- 
mended in xxix. 19, 21. In like manner, the rod is often en- 
ioined for children — “ the rod and reiiroof give wisdom** 
(xxix. 15). 

It is their peculiar character which gives them certain imper- 
fections. Proceeding from an age when the spirit of observation 
was not highly cultivated, they arc often too particular, as w’cll 
as too general. ^\^at happens sometimes, is enunciated as a 
usual thing ; what is common, is stated as universal. The very 
form gave rise in part to this characteristic, because the endea- 
vour to be pointed demanded a condensed emphasis excluding 
minute modifioations. And as they had to be shorty confined to 
the compass of a few words, they were often obscure. Ingenuity 
and art veiled the meaning in part. Their main defect, how'- 
ever, at least of those which are strictly ethical, anses from the 
old Jewish mode of connecting virtue with prosperity, and vico 
with adversity. Earthly possessions and enjoyment are freely 
promised to the virtuous man ; thus. 

Riches and honour arc with me (wisdom), 

Yea, durable riches and righteouAness (viii. 18). 

By me shall thy days he multiplied, 

And the years of thy life shall be increased (ix. II). 


Examples of proverbs which express a thing generally that 
only happens sometimes are, 


The evil bow before the pood, 

And the wicked at the gates of the righteous (xiv. 19). 

A divine sentence is in the lips of the king ; 

His mouth transgresseth not in judgment (xvi. 10). 

Even a fool when he holdeth his peace is counted wise ; 

And he that shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of understanding (xvii. 28). 

All the brethren of the poor do hate him ; 

How much more do his friends go far from him, etc. (xix. 7). 
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What only happens sometimes, is expressed unitersallyy as, 

The poor useth entreaties ; 

But the rich answcreth roughly (xviu. 23). 

A false witness shall not be unpunished ; 

And he that speaketh lies shall perish (xix. 9). 


Sometimes things belonging to the domain of nature and duty 
are brought together as parallels, though their likeness is far- 
fetched, as. 

It is not good to eat much honey ; 

So for men to search their own glory is not glory (xxv. 27). 

As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, 

So is the sluggard to them that send him (x. 26). 

Surely the churning of milk bringeth forth butter, 

And the wringing of the nose bringeth forth blood, 

So the forcing of wrath bringeth forth strife (xxx. 33). 


As might be expected, obscurity often arises from brevity, far- 
fetched comparisons, or want of definiteness and exactness in 
one of the parallel members, a.s, 

The ransom of a man's life are his riches ; 

But the poor heareth not rebuke (xiii. 8). 


Here the second member is obscure, in its connection with the 
first. 


\N'bo 80 boasteth bimself of a false gift. 

Is like clouds and wind without rain (xxv. 14). 

As a thorn gocth up into the hand of a drunkard, 

So is a parable in tlic mouth of fools (xxvi. 9). 

Here the comparison is far-fetched, and too artificial to be plain. 
The same may be said of, 

Wliosoever hideth her (the contentious woman) hideth the wind, 

And his right haudcatchetb fat (xxvii. 16). 


Examples of unimportant and trivial sa}fings occur in, 


He that is despised and hath a servant, 

Is better than ne that hououreth himself and lacketh bread (xli. 9). 

Where no oxen are the crib is clean, 

But much increase is by the strength of the ox (xiv. 4). 

It is bettor to dwell in a comer of the housetop, 

Than with a brawling woman in a wide house (xxi. 9). 
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Wisdom as a person. — ^There are several passages in 
which Wisdom is introduced as a person calling upon men to 
hear her voice and attend to her instructions, promising life 
to such as obey, and declaring death to those who despise her. 
Two passages of this nature arc more prominent than the rest, 
viz., i. 20-23, and viii. 1-ix. 12. It is desirable to take them 
together, and regard the term Wisdom in both as having the 
same meaning. '\Miat then is the idea to be attach^ to 
Wisdom in them ? 

1. Some imderstand it as our Lord Jesus Christ in his personal 
presence and ministry. So Gill holds. The ministry of Christ 
in the days of his flesh is predicted, its success, and the calami- 
ties that should come upon the Jews for their rejection of it. It 
is needless to argue against this liypothesis, because we are not 
aware of its having found any advocates. It is extreme, 
and obviously incorrect. AVisdom is described as having been 
always calling upon men, since their creation. She did not 
begin to call them when Chnst appeared in the days of his 
flesh. 

2. The passages in question describe the eternal AVord him- 
self, whose being and activity are not limited by time ; who 
both before and since his incarnation is always present with 
his church ; and is always calling tlie cliildren of men to him- 
self. Notliing in the shape of argument has been adduced in 
favour of this view. One advocate of it, after quoting Proverbs 
i. 24-28, says, “ AA"e are irresistibly led by them to tliink of the 
personal God himself and tliat tlie spirit,’’ whicili AA^’isdom 
promises to pour out, is beyond all question the Holy Spirit.” 
IIow does this prove AA^isdom to be tlie second person in the 
Trinity ? The great and fatal objection to the liyjiothdsis is, 
that AVisdoin was not hf/postatised so early as tlie Look of Pro- 
verbs. The doctrine of the Trinity lies obscurely in Hebraism. 
It contains the threefold idea of God as the highest Being 
presiding over the world, as revealing Himself in it, and 
as the Spirit who works in all. The clear conception of this 
second abstraction as a being or permit did not take place till 
much later. Even in the Book of Sirach, wisdom is merely 
personified (i. 1-10 ; xxiv. H-10 ; vii. 22, etc.) It is indeed 
regarded not merely as a form but a substance — a power forming 
all things — ^yct not a person. In the Book of AV^isdom too, 
wisdom is not hypostatised. And in neither is Chochmah (wis- 
dom) put into connection with the idea of Messiah. In his 
great work on the histoiy of the development of the doctrine 
respecting Christ’s person Domer^ fully admits that the passage 

' Entwiddung'ageschichte der Lcbre Ton der Person Christi, Erstor Tbcil, p. 18, 
Zweito Auflage. 
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in Proverbs under consideration, does not proceed as far as the 
hypoBtatking of wisdom. Even the mesaenger or angel of Jehovah 

(nin: is not in the Old Testament books a constant per^ 

Bonal hypoBtasis ; but either a personification or creature. He 
is not presented as a definite personalityy distinct from the 
company of angels on the one hand and not losing himself in 
the personality of Jehovah, on the other. The idea of the angel 
of Jehovah is a varjdng one. Where ho is a mere personification 
of Jehovah, tcisdom in the book of Proverbs is the equivalent.^ 
To say then that wisdom is described as a person, or adumbrated 
as such in Proverbs, is to betray a misconception of the doctrine 
of Hebraism relating to the point in which development 
had advanced but a little. Wo may safely affirm that no 
Hebrew thouglit of Wisdom as a real, personal Being when the 
Proverbs were wTitten, simply because the doctrine of the 
Trinity was not then developed. The Father alone, as God, 
was the object of worship by the Jews of that time. All that 
the Proverbs afford is a point of irandtion for the later concep- 
tion of wisdom hypostatised. 

3, Wisdom is a poetic personification of the attribute of 
divine wisdom as manifested in the outward revelations of 
nature and providenc(‘, or in the inward revelations of con- 
science. 

The entire des('ription of wisdom in i., viii., ix., agrees best 
with this view. Let one read over viii. 1-11 and say, whether 
any thing more was intended by the writer: ‘‘Both not wis- 
dom cr}" ? and understanding put forth her voice Here the 
parallelism is obvious. Hence many, feeling the impropriety of 
referring these eleven verses to the Divine I-<ogos or second 
person in the Ti-inify, suppose that the twelfth verse com- 
mences the description of the eternal h}q)ostatie word ; what 
precedes being an eh'gant personification of wisdom in the 
abstract. There is no proper point of separation at the verse 
in question. The description should be taken as a whole 
(viii. 1-ix. 12). 

The advocates of the second interpretation usually concentrate 
their arguments on viii. 22-31, because these verses are appa- 
rently most favourable to it. And they contend that an attri- 
bute cannot be the heginningy origin, or efficient cause of God’s 
operation in the work of creative pow^r (vcr. 22). This argu- 
ment rests on the supposition that is not only in 

apposition wdth the suffix of the preceding verb, but bears an 
active sense, equivalent to dpxv ri}? /cTiaem toO Oeov (Bev. iii. 
14). That, however, is foreign to tlie scope of the context. 

* Entwicklung’sgeschiclite dor Lohre, etc., p. 17. 
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The words' should rendered “ as the beginning of his way 
meaning that wisdom was bom before all things. It is farther 
said, that an attribute cannot be born (24, 25). The word 
means properly, brought forthy and must be figuratitely applied, 
whether the second person of the Trinity or the attribute of 
wisdom is meant ; because the divine nature alone of the former 
can be spoken of. Holden indeed says, that it expresses the 
divine eternal generation of the Son language to us unin- 
telligible. Still farther, an attribute cannot be by or near the 
Deity (30). "WTiynot? With great propriety may wisdom 
be figuratively described as a personage, and represented as with 
the Deity. It is also alleged, that it cannot rejoice in his sight 
(30). Very naturally and beautifully is wisdom poetically des- 
cribed as his darling child from eternity, exulting in the pre- 
sence of Jehovah. Again, wdsdom as an attribute cannot be 
called the fabricator of the world.^^ But artificer (vcr. 30) is a 
most appropriate epithet. 

There is nothing in the entire passage wliich does not suit a 
poetic illustration of divine wisdom. Being set forth as a 
personage she had a beginning. Hence she is called the firstling 
or first creation of God’s formative power, because all works were 
performed by her aid. As the firstling, her birth may be pre- 
dicated. She is the Deity’s in.scparable associate ; rejoices in his 
immediate presemee ; is the artificer of the u orld. She was 
anointed from everlasting (23) ; set apart and ordained to her 
high, royal calling. Thus the poetic drapery in which Wisdom 
is pourtrayed is both significant and suitable. It is easy to find 
passages m the New Testament wliich speak of Christ in very 
similar language ; especially in John’s Gospel. Christ was the 
impersonation of perfect wisdom ; and it was therefore natural to 
apply to him the poetical epithets employed in the Old Testa- 
ment to describe Wisdom as a figurative person. Indeed such 
analogy was almost unavoidable, because Christianity was de- 
velop^ out of Judaism. We know what is often said about 
revelation being “an indivisible whole having from first to 
last the same eternal Spirit for its author and being “ a pro- 
gressive work in which the earlier parts continually shadow forth 
some higher good things to come.” This is not a true idea of reve- 
lation : men inspired by the Spirit of God were the authors of dif- 
ferent parts of revelation ; men neither gifted alike nor infallible. 
The written parts of revelation arc indeed progressive ; but one 
often supersedes another. If revelation be progressive, why put 
into the earlier parts of it the things characteristic of the later P 
Aniicipaiuyns of doctrines are not of necessity the doctrines 

> Attempt towards an improved translation of the Proverbs of Solomon, p. 162 
et seqq. 
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tkemBekcB, Because tlie eternal Logos is revealed in the 
New Testament, we ought not, on that account y to find him re- 
vealed in Hebraism. The question is one of exegesis not of 
general assertion. We admit that comprehensive views of 
Hebraism and Judaism are important towards its solution ; but 
these must be taken from previous examination of the Old Tes- 
tament itself, rather than from preconceived notions of inspi- 
ration. 

Various expressions in the paragraph appear to us inconsis- 
tent with the interpretation which refers wisdom to^the second 
person of the Trinity. The twenty- second verse says, “ Jehovah 
created me.’’ It does not mean to possess, as the English Bible 
has it, after the Vulgate. In fact the verb never means to 
possess simply and solel}^ but always indicates the act of coming 
into possession. All good Hebrew scholars translate it create — 
Gesenius, Ewald, Ilitzig, Bertheau, F first, Umbreit, Elster, 
with the LXX., Targum, and Peshito. That this is the true 
meaning of njj!) is plain enough from the context, the words 

signifying as the beginning of his way, confirming 

it ; for they relate to the origination of vdsdom. If the passage 
refers to the Son, he must bo a created being, as the Arians 
maintain. Wo can imderstand what sense belongs to he created 
me, if wisdom Ik‘ a mere poetical personification. It is figura- 
tive, signifying that all true wisdom is an emanation from God 
himself. It is as it were his offspring or production. In vain 
do the adherents of an effete orthodoxy try to shew that the 
verb means here to possess or obtain me. How ? Holden afl^ms, 
possessed me by right of patemity and generation. The 
Father possessed the Sou — had, or as it were, acquired him by 
an eteriiid generation.” It is impossible to say what these 
words moan. Anotlier says, he possessed or obtained me not by 
a literal generation of substance any more than by a literal 
creation of substance. We liave to do here with a relation that 
is altogether sui)erhuman, and which is moreover expressed, 
not in dry, didactic propositions, but in the loftiest strains of 
poetry, the writer employing finite human relations to shadow 
forth that which is divine and infinite. From these earthly 
images we must subtract all that is material and temporal, 
leaving only the pure relation itself in its infinity and eternity.” 
This is no intelligible answer to tlie question, ** How, possessed 
me.” In fact the word, even if rendered by possessed or ob- 
tained, is quite unsuitable to the relation between the first and 
second persons of the Trinity. Tlie primary idea of the verb 
viz. getting or obtaining is inapplicable, because it implies origin, 
a time when wisdom was not ; for possessed , if such be the sense, 
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means nothing but to get possession ; or to possess what one has 
obtained. Thus either version, created or possessed, is opposed to 
the proper relation of the second person in the Trinity to the 

first. The verb born explains created, and also disagrees 

with the reference of wisdom to ihe eternal Logos ; for how 
could a divine nature be born ? If it be said that it expresses 
his divine and eternal generation,’’ the explanation is utterly 
unintelligible. 

The whole passage has no relation to the doctrine of the 
Trinity. It contains nothing more than a bold personification 
of the antiquity, excellence, and dignity of wisdom. An alle- 
gorical personage is presented to the reader. The feminine 
gender would not be employed to set forth tlie second jx^rson in 
the Trinity ; for the matter is more than one of mere gi'am- 
matical form. "Wisdom is represented as a female, she : shew- 
ing a simple personification. In short it may be confidently 
asserted, that the passage contains nothing about the in- 
ternal relations of the godhead. It does not allude cither to 
the development of the divine ova La or uTroo-Tao-t?. 

We leave the advocates of the ultra -orthodox view, now 
obsolete among scholars, to vindicate the description, under- 
stood in their way, from the charge of hithohm, ** When 
wisdom,” says Holden, “ is represented as rejoicing in his 
sight, does it not naturally load us to think of a distinct 
person?”' A distinct person violates the divine unity. We 
allow of a distinction in the divine nature, but not of dis- 
tinct persons, one rejoicing in the presence of the other from 
But such as cannot separate names from things 
adhere to current phraseology, and continue to gather 
their precarious proofs of distinct persons from this paragraph 
and others, to the manifest detriment of tlieir cause among 
all who have either the ability or courage to think. We 
submit that eternal relations would be less objectionable than 
distinct persons, 

VIII. Canonical al^iouht. — The canonical authority of 
the book is attested by quotations in the New Testament, of 
which the following is a list : 


eternity. 
wiU still 


Prov. i. 16 
„ iii. 7 


>9 


hi. 11, 12 
iii. 34 
X. 12 
xi. 31 


Bom. iii. 15. 

„ xii. 16. 

Ileb. xii. 5, 6. 
James iv. 6. 

1 Peter iv. 8. 

„ iv. 17, 18. 


> Attempt, etc., etc., p. 186. 
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Prov. xvii. 13 

„ xvii. 27 
„ XX. 9 
„ XX. 20 
„ XX. 22 

„ XXV. 21,22 

„ xxvi. 11 
„ xxvii. 1 


1 Peter iii. 9 ; Bom. xii. 17 ; 

1 Thess. V. 15, 

James i. 19. 

1 John i. 8. 

Matt. XV. 4. 

Rom. xii. 17. 

„ xii. 20, 

2 Peter ii. 22. 

James iv. 13, etc. 
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I. Co^’TENTS. — Chap, i.-iv. IH. After the title of the book 
(ver. 1) and its leading design to shew that all is vanity (ver. 
2) are given, the writer proceeds at once to illustrate his theme. 
The ceaseless course of things is repeated, so that nothing new 
is presented — nothing that does not revolve in a circle, proving 
the vanity of every thing earthly (i. 3-11). Out of his o^m 
experience the writer points out the vanity of endeavouring to 
obtain enduring and satisfying good by mentioning three ways 
he had taken to arrive at jx'ace, viz., devoting himsell* to the 
philosophy of history so to sjx'ak, or a search into eveiydhing 
that takes place under the sun (12-18) ; by descending from the 
height of spiritual contemplation into the waves of sensual 
pleasures (ii. 1, 2) ; and lastly, by connecting wisdom and folly, 
or in other words, reason and sensuality, the latter being placed 
under the guidance of the former. Tliis last is the way of 
prudence (ii. 3-11). Tlie preacher now looks back at the two 
leading experiments he had made. Here he finds that wisdom 
is better than folly ; yet he is still grieved to find that hoth are 
alike subject to forgetfulness ; and that his successor\s folly may 
reverse his wisdom (12-10). Since then wisdom has the same 
issue as folly, ho determines to enjoy the present. Eating, 
drinking, and such like, are the best things one can do — ^the 
gift of God to man (17-20). The third chapter represents 
human actions and affairs as happening at appointed times ; and 
all their vicissitudes being regulated by certain fixed laws which 
man cannot change ; therefore the enjojunent of life is the best 
thing (hi. 1-15). Injustice and oppression prevail among men ; 
yet they endure only for a time, and are amenable to the di^dno 
judgment in this life. From such evils men may see their end 
to be like that of the beasts ; and consequently present enjoy- 
ment is still to be followed (hi. 16-22). At the beginning of 
the fourth chapter, the writer resumes the idea of iii. 16, prais- 
ing the dead above the living because of the injustice practised 
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on earth, and preferring him that is not bom to both. While 
toiling and striving after wealth men are often envied by one 
another ; idleness is self-destructive ; quietness is better ; and a 
social life highly advantageous (iv. 4-12). The vanity of kingly 
dignity is touched upon (iv. 13-16). 

Chap. iv. 17-xii. 8. — Coheleth now instructs the reader in 
what way he may best worship God in such circumstances 
(iv. 17-v. 6). This piece is very loosely connected with what 
precedes and foUoAvs, though Umbreit vainly tries to shew its 
congruity with the context. The preacher uses new argu- 
ments to calm the mind of him who is agitated by witness- 
ing injustice and oppression (v. 7, 8). He now returns to the 
consideration of the vanity attaching to the pursuit of riches, 
shewing tliat the covetous can have no satisfaction ; nor such 
tranquillity as the industrious poor. To enjoy the fruits of 
labour is the best thing, for riches are vanity (v. 9-vi. 9). 
The author reverts to the question respecting man’s real good, 
repeating that there is an established order of things beyond 
human control. It is the duty of a wise man to exhibit pa- 
tience in adversity (vi. 10-12). The beginning of the seventh 
chapter has but a loose connexion with what precedes, as Knobel 
has well observed ; though IJmbreit tries to shew its sequence 
in idea. The preacher gives utterance to a number of general 
observations drawn from common life and experience. He 
recommends a good name, mortification, patience (vii. 1-14). 
A due regard for divine providence is also recommended. If 
the good perish and the wicked enjoy prosperity, man should 
not be unduly moved nor too severe in judging others, because 
none is free from faults. The method of vusdom is moderation, 
which gives strength and j)ower to the wise man. If others 
speak rashly and in malediction, they shoidd not be heeded, 
because one may be conscious that lie is not innocent himself 
(vii. 15-22). The writer relates what he found by a repeated 
pursuit of wisdom (vii. 23-29). 

In .the eighth chapter obedience to rulers is inculcated, while 
the oppressed arc referred to the unavoidable judgment of God 
which shall come even upon the transgressor on the throne ; 
only they must patiently wait for the right time. Yet it is 
always a stumbling block that both to the good and bad a lot 
happens contrary to their character. Hence a man should 
enjoy the good tilings of the present life (\dii. 1-15). When 
Coheleth found that man could not understand or explore the 
method of divine providence in regulating human affairs, he 
perceived that ho was bound by necessary and immutable 
laws. The only thing certain for all was death. The troubles 
of life are increased by wickedness and folly. Yet inasmuch 
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as the dead are without hope of resuming life, a very wretched 
existence on earth is preferable to death. Hence he exhorts 
man to enjoy the good things of this world, which are his por- 
tion (viii. 16-ix. 10). Wisdom alone is not sufficient to procure 
happiness ; for it often happens that the wise are hinder^ from 
acting wisely. Then folly opposes wisdom, whose excellence is 
not mways acknowle^ed. As to folly even a little of it ruins 
many good things. Yet folly, though more influential, is not to 
be commended. Bather should one act wisely in all circum- 
stances ; for example if a ruler should chance to be angry with 
one, the latter should yield. It is of no use to take it ill that 
mean men are exalted to high places, and princes brought down 
low. To strive against this is vain. Foolish and rash words 
are particularly hurtful to him who employs them. Though 
gluttonous and slothful rulers cause great c\dl, care should be 
taken to say nothing against them (ix. 11-x. 20). One should 
be prepared for all tilings which come in tlie order of provi- 
dence. He who is ever searching and hesitating about doing, 
will never prosper ; wherefore man should be active in what is 
useful, enjoying the present as knowing that days of sorrow will 
come, Tnis leads Cohcleth to exhort young men to rejoice in 
the participation of present delights, remembering however 
their judge, before the sorrows of old age come upon them 
(xi. 1-xii. 8). 

The epilogue gives a brief account of Coheleth, and concludes 
with an exhortation to the reader to attend to his instructions 
without perusing other books, repeating the precept before 
inculcated, viz., that a man should fear God and keep his com- 
mandments (xii. 9-14). 

II. Meaning of Coheleth. — The word nSjlp designates 
Solomon, as is evident from i. 1-12. But why was it applied 
to him ? What is its meaning ? Here opinions are greatly 
divided. Gesenius adopts the signification given by the earliest 
versions such as the Septuagint and Vulgate, a jircacher^ one 
addressing a public assembly and discoursing of human things 
(Septuagint ^EKKKriGia<rTrfi, Vulgate, Ecclesiastes), The feminine 
termination is not infrequent in words denoting office, station, 
etc., as 1^53, also in later Hebrew proper names such as 
n?§b (Neh. vii. 57) (Ezra ii. 57). From being an 

abstract designation of office it is thus transferred to the person 
who fills the office. This explanation appears to us philologically 

and exegetically untenable. cannot mean preaching as 

an abstract noun ; nor can it be converted into the concrete 
preacher. Hence we differ from Gesenius, Knobel, and Ked. 

The word is a feminine participle with an active sense, viz,, 
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gathering together a circle of hearers and rivetting their atten- 
tion. The noun wisdom is understood (HOW) — wisdom w^h 


has the power of gathering and keeping together a circle (rf 
hearers. It is this Wisdom which preaches in the public places, 
speaking excellent things to the sons of men (Prov. Tiii. 1, etc.). 
Wisdom was personified in Solomon, according to the later Jews ; 
and therefore as the embodiment of it, he teaches and preaches 
in the Book of Wisdom. Thus the term becomes a proper name, 
as applied to Solomon the wise. In vain does Keil object to 
this explanation, affirming that it does not suit the inscription 
i. 1, nor i. 12, xii. 9, 10. The objeotion is nothing, bemuse 
H/Hp is Solomon, the impersonation of wisdom. It is not 
abstract and absolute wisdom, but Solomon possessing wisdom in 
the concrete. Coheleth is a person in whom wisdom dwells, not 


wisdom absolute but the wisdom of the day. Hence Stuart^s 
arguments against our view are beside the mark. Wisdom is 
not personifi^ here as elsewhere. She is personified in another 
individual, not in and by herself. But is it necessary that the 
personification should be the same here as in Proverbs ? Is it 
necessary that there should be express intimations of it to the 
reader as in the older work ? Certainly not, because the writer 
adopts the fiction of making Solomon utter the wisdom of the 
time, or at least his own experiences and reflections. When 
Stuart argues against the interpretation given of Coheleth, that 
wisdom is introduced as making strenuous efforts to acquire 
itself, and does actually acquire itself with success (i. 16, 17 ; 
ii. 12), as remaining "with itself (ii. 9), and yet being far away 


from wisdom, and too deep and remote to be understood (vii. 23, 
24), as altogether vanity (ii. 16, 16), as exerting itself most 


strenuously to find out itself, but being unable to do it (viri, 16, 


17), he mistakes the point, because Coheleth is not the incama^ 
tion of abstract wisdom, but the person Solomon giving expres- 
sion to the wisdom of the writer and his day — its efforts, 
researches, and results. He was not a preacher directly and in 
the first instance. He could not have been so designated, at 


once by signifying a preaching one,. It could only be 

applied to him through as an attribute of wisdom. His 

fame for wisdom was spread abroad among the nations. The ex- 
planation now given agrees well with the fact that nSnp is used 
with the masevdine gender (i. 1, 2 ; xii. 9, 10), with the article 
and without it (xii. 8-10). The passage in which it occurs '^th 
the feminine (vii. 27) is no exception to the general rule, since 
the n of rril^ properly belongs to the following word, 

Others, as Grotius, Herder, and Jahn, incorrectly 
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interpret the word a collector of sayings and sentiments, avpaS^ 
po4<rr^9. The verb ‘rip does not refer to the gathering together 
of thingcy but persons. In like manner, Paulus, Bauer, Nachti- 
gall, and Bertholdt err in explaining the word by assembly or 
society f as the book contains 8 a 5 dngs cither brought before an 
assembly of wise Israelites in reality, or fictitioudy represented 
as such. The consessus of Haririus present an analogy to this ; 
and the traditional HS'D at the court of Hezekiah. But though 
the oriental philosophers were accustome<l to hold meetings at 
certain times, when they interchanged their thoughts on im- 
portant subjects, partly in wnting and partly in conversation, 
there is no evidence for believing that pcriwlical meetings of 
learned men were held at the court of Solomon. The monarch 
was not usually occupied so usefully. 

III. At’tiiorshtp ANT) AGE. — Solomon is never named as 
the writer, even in the inscription of the book. The com- 
mencing words are, “ the words of the preacher, the son of 
David, king in Jerusalem,’^ which arc certainly meant to point 
out Solomon. But in i. 12, we read ‘‘ T the preacher teas 
king over Israel in Jerusalem,** which is not very accurate, 
if ^lomon were the author of the book. Why specify at 
Jerusalem^ when in Solomon*8 time there was no king besides 
in Judea ? Does not the phrase imply that the writer knew of 
kings over Israel at Samaria ? He must therefore have lived 
after the separation of the kingdom into two. In like manner 
not a few sentiments and expressions are such as Solomon could 
not have uttered vuthout great incongruity. Thus we read, 
** I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo I am come to 
great estate, and have gotten more wisdom than all they that 
have been before me in Jerusalem ; yea, my heart had great 
experience of wisdom and knowledge,’* and “ I made me great 
works ; I builded me houses ; I ]>lanted me vineyards ; I mado 
me gardens and orchards, and 1 planted trees in them of all 
kinds of fruits : I made me p(X)ls of water, to water therewith 
the wood that bringeth forth trees; I got me servants and 
maidens, and had servants bom in ray house ; and I had great 
possessions of great and small cattle al)ove all that wore in Jeru- 
salem before me ; I gathered me also silver and gold, and the 
peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces ; 1 gat me men 
singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, 
as musical instruments, and that of all sorts. So I was great, 
and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem : 
also my wisdom remained with me,** etc. (i. 9 ; ii. 4, etc.) Such 
boastful descriptions drawn out minutely hardly consist with 
Solomon himsw. Not could Solomon speak thus of his sue- 
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oessor Eelioboam : “ And who knoweth whether he shall he a 
wise man or a fool ? Yet shall he have rule over all my lal^ur 
wherein I have laboured and wherein I have shewed myself 
wise under the sun*' (ii. 19). The writer generally, as far as he 
allows us glimpses of his time, leads us to infer that it was an 
unprosperous one, when justice and judgment were perverted, 
and iniquity prevailed : “ And, moreover, I saw under the sun 
the place of judgment that wickedness was there, and the place 
of nghteousness that iniquity was there. So I returned and 
considered all the oppressions that are done under the sun, and 
behold the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no 
comforter ; and on the side of their oppressors there was power, 
but they had no comforter’’ (iii. 16 ; iv. 1). In another passage 
he writes : If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent 
perverting of judgment and justice in the province (Judea, then 
a province of the Persian empire), marvel not at the matter,” etc. 
(v. 8). Solomon’s experience of countries was not extensive. On 
the contrary, it was confined very much to Judea, the land over 
which he himself reigned. Hence these references look like a 
libel on himself and his reign, if proceeding from his own pen. 
Had he not the power and willingness to put a stop to such 
unjust and iniquitous procedure in public affairs ? There is 
an e^il,” writes he, ‘‘ which 1 have seen under the sun, as an 
error which proceedeth from the ruler : folly is set in great 
dignity, and the rich sit in low place. I have seen servants 
upon horses, and princes walking as servants upon the earth” 
(x. 5-7). Surely this implies that the writer had not the power 
to rectify such inequalities. Ilis age, too, was evidently one of 
literary and religious culture, as is involved in xii. 7, where the 
wanting of many books is spoken of. ^^"e must therefore con- 
clude that the autlior made a distinction between himself and 
Solomon, neiice he says plainly, ‘^thc preacher was a wise 
man, besides he taught the people knowledge, he gave good 
heed and sought out and set in order many proverbs. He 
sought to find out acceptable words, and rightly to set down in 
writing words of truth,” language descriptive of the wise man 
introduced ; but which Solomon would not have employed in 
speaking of himself. The author lived at a much later period 
than Solomon, and introduced him as the speaker, by a fiction. 
The better to set forth his own reflections, they are put into the 
mouth of the king whose fame for wisdom was the greatest 
among the Israelites. The literature of the Hebrews presents 
other examples of such fictions ; and therefore the present case is 
not singular. The writer is at no particular pains to conceal 
the outward dress in which he clothes his ideas. The veil he 
puts on is thin and easily seen through. He is not anxious 
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about mueb art in tbe disguise. Hence the decepticm is an 
innooent one, requiring only a small measure of acumen to 
perceive it. The method adopted could not leeul astray any 
attentive or intelligent reader.^ That Solomon himself could so 
think, and so spe^ about himself, is an idea which Coheleth 
neither wished nor believed others to entertain, because the 
personation is very inartificial and imperfect. He even drops 
at times the first person, and uses the third (vii. 27 ; xii. 9, 
10). The character of the historical Solomon is badly sustained. 
Tet the Babbins and older theologians considered Solomon him- 
self the author. Grotius, with true critical instinct, regarded 
the book as scrijytum serius sub Salomonis nomine, and was fol- 
lowed by all good interpreters. The fetters of an antiquated 
tradition still bound writers like Van der Palm, Schelling, 


Welte, and Scholz, which is not surprising, any more than 
that Englishmen generally unqucstioningly abide by the Solo- 
monic authorship in the face of clear evidence to the con- 
trary. That evidence consists not merely of the internal notices 
already pointed out, but the character of the language, which is 
late and Aramaeising. Thus the abstract forms arising from 

the additions M and p are late, as (i. 17; ii. 3, etc.), 

wW (X. 18), n'nnE' (xi. lo), (x. i3), pnn' (a. 

13), p’^D (ii. 21), p'lDH (i. 15). The contraction Cvi. 6), 
SJjJljl (It. 12 ; vi. 10), ^3 (xii. 3), to prosper or succeed 
(xi. 6), (ii. 8), (viii. 1), dW (ii. 19), (viii. 
4), 6|'j5n (vi. i-9) , (i. 9 , m. lo, etc.), C^* the 

frequent rejection of N in as in hm (viii. 17) are Ara- 
maean. So S for n in (viii. 1). So is the form jnfi (x. 20), 
and the plural (v. 1). The word DJflS (viii. 11) is of 

Persian origin. The words TVl^ (ii. 8), pHT (xii. 6) are partly 

Arabic; while (xii. 3) is both Arabic and Syriac. There 
are even Talmudic expressions, as p3J) (i. 13), (ii. 16), 

Dnirrp (x. i7), pn except (ii. 25), pregnant (xi. 5). 
The name does not appear, but everywhere Elohim. The 
latter occurs no less than thirty-nine times. Yet Jehovah is 
the prevailing appellation in Malachi. Why the writer ab- 
stained from using is not clear. Was it from the incipient 
aveisicHi of the later Jews to utter so sacred a name? The 


reasem could not arise from the theme, as Hengstenberg swposes. 
The language most resembles that of Esther and Daniel, iftiough 
the argument founded on the nature of the diction be irresistible 


1 See Ewald, Eohelet, p. 189, et soqq. 
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to all true critics, we need not wonder at its being cavilled at 
and contradicted by persons ignorant of the various phases which 
the Hebrew language presented at different periods. Hence 
such erroneous statements as the following : ‘‘ it can neither be 
proved that the author of the Ecclesiastes has used words or 
phrases which are not pure Hebrew, nor, if it could, would it 
be conclusive evidence against ascribing it to the royal son of 
David.’* Again, “ Chaldaisms in fact supply no sure criterion 
to determine the late origin of a work in which they are found, 
for Hebrew, Syriac, Chaldee, and Arabic having emanated from 
one common source, the higher we ascend, the neater will be 
the resemblance.”^ To the same eflPect writes Preston : ‘‘ The 
Chaldee, Arabic, and Hebrew, having all emanated from the 
same source, it is manifestly impossible to pronoimce with cer- 
tainty, on a word occurring in so confessedly an ancient book as 
Ecclesiastes, that it belongs to either of the two former, and not 
to the latter, because the farther we trace these dialects back, 
the greater will be their similarity ; and even supposing some of 
the words to be foreign and Aramaic, Solomon may easily have 
acquired them through his constant intercourse with the neigh- 
bouring nations, or from his foreign wives, especially as this 
book was written late in life.”* 

In opposition to these curious assertions, it must be main- 
tained, that the argument derived from the late character of the 
Hebrew, and from the Chaldaisms, is good and conclusive. It 
may bo that KnobeP and others have found too many modem 
Hebrew expressions and Chaldaisms in the book ; and that his 
examples need the sifting to which Ilcrzfeld has subjected them. 
Yet though the list of the latter be accepted — eleven to fifteen 
expressions and constructions foreign to the older literature, and 
eight to ten Chaldaisms^ — a list certainly too small, it is suffi- 
cient to attest the lateness of the work. 

Marks of acquaintance with earlier writings are observable 
here and there, as at v. 15, compared with Job i. 21 ; vii. 28 with 
Job ix. 3. In like manner Jeremiah seems to have been in his 
mind in certain passages, as vi. 10 and vii. 24, compared with 
Jer. xvii. 9. Phrases aiid words have been taken from the 

Proverbs, such as a bird, x. 20 ; Prov. i. 17. pan 

DH' iv. 5 ; Prov. vi. 10 ; xxiv. 33. tranquillity , x. 4 ; 

Prov. xiv. 30; xv. 4. nSxy X. 18; Prov. xix. 15. 

^ Holden, Attempt to illustrate the book of Ecclesiastes, preliminary dissertation, 
p. xii. 

> The Hebrew Text and a Latin translation of the book of Solomon, called Eocle- 
Biastes, etc., pp. 7, 8. 

* Commentar, Einleitung, p. 69, ct seqq. 

^ Koheleth uebersetxt und erlautert, Oharakter des Buches, 4, 6. 
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ii. 8 ; Prov. xix. 10 ; Sone; of Sol. vii. 7. This acquaintance 
with the rich literature of his forefathers must have de^ened 
the author’s dissatisfaction with his own times, and tended to 
produce his unfavourable judgment on the state of the world in 
general. The rich wisdom and valuable writings of the olden 
time contrasted most favourably with the poverty that distin- 
guished his own in poetry, wisdom, self-reliance, elasticity, and 
prosperity. The former spirit of the nation had degenerated. 
Its independence had evaporated ; its history ceased to be worth 
recording. The tone is that of one who had ceased to hope for 
the future greatness and glory of his nation. The old writings 
breatlied a spirit vhich could not be reproduced ; and all that 
the author borrows from tlicm comes unconsciously from what 
they left in his mind. 

In accordance with the diction is the general style of the 
book, which is mean, inelegant, and prosaic, possessing little of 
the true poetical character even in the structure of the j^eriods. 
Yet it has a sort of rhetorical and dialectic turn, which elevates 
it slightly above mere prose. But there is no rhythmical series 
of strophes, as Koester and Yaihingcr have attempted to prove. 
The outu'ard form of ideas shews no such careful arrangement 
and consecution on the part of the writer. Parallelism appears 
irregidarly and seldom. The flow of discourse can only reach 
it with difiiculty. From its similarity to I’ro verbs, the work is 
indeed poetical. But the old spirit of Hebrew poetry had become 
extinct ; and much of the poetical character it possesses arises 
from the nature of the subject, which is didactic, philosophical, 
and partly gnomologicah The Hebrews rank Coheleth among 
the poetical books, which they have done from its rescmblam^e 
to Proverbs and supposed Solomonic authorship. It is imbued 
with a philosophy unfavourable to high religious inspiration. 
The style is flat, unworthy of the age of Solomon. It is only 
at the beginning and close (i. 2-11 ; xi. 8-xii. 8) that the lan- 
guage rises to a higher elevation, and looks like that of genuine 
jxxitry.^ 

The position of the book furnishes another argument against 
its Solomonic authorship. If the collectors of the canonical books 
had considered it Solomon’s, they would not have given it a place 
between Lamentations and Esther, away from the writings be- 
longing to Solomon's age. It stands immediately before books 
of the post-exile period. The fact that the author issues his work 
under the name of a sage celebrated in antiquity, attests the 
lateness of the period at which he wrote ; just as the authors of 
Daniel’s prophecies and the Wisdom of Solomon betray their age 
by the same procedure. 

^ See Ewald, Die Dichter doe alten Baades, vol. i?. p. 194. 
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If these observations be correct, the book cannot have been 
composed before the exile. Yet the Talmudists seem to have 
thouffht so. In Baba Bathra f. 15. c. 1, we read, Hezeldah 
and ms associates wrote Isaiah, Proverbs, Song of Songs, and 
Coheleth.*’ Here the verb to write appears at first sight 

to mean, the collecting or redaction of the book, were it not for 
the context, where the same verb is manifestly employed to 
signify write as an author, or write down for the first time. It is 
wrong to restrict the word, with Ginsburg, to final editorship^ 
excluding all authorship. When it is said that “ Moses wrote 
his book ’’ does it mean no more than that he finally edited the 
Pentateuch ? So too B. Gcdaliah in Shalsheleth Hakkabalah, 
f. 66, 6, says : “ Isaiah wrote his own book, and Proverbs, and 
the Song of Songs, and Coheleth,^’ Isaiah having been thought 
the leading person in the learned society of Hezekiah’s time. 
Such Rabbinical traditions are of no value. 

Schmidt thinks that Cohelcth vTote in the period between 
Manasseh and Hezekiah. In favour of this he relies upon 
internal e\ddence. So also Jahn believes, who extends the time 
of composition from Manasseh to the end of the kingdom of 
Judah, But Bortholdt has shewn the hypothesis to be baseless. 

Attempts have been made to discover fi’om internal evidence at 
what particular part of the Ik^rsian period the book originated, 
supposing it no later. That the rulers of the land were inca- 
pable, drunken, indolent, corrupt, low-born, is plain from various 
passages, such as x. 1, 18, 19 ; vii. 1-7. That the poor were 
oppressed and justice perverted seems to follow from v. 7, etc. 
But we cannot say tliat these references point unmistakeably to 
the Persian satrapy in Palestine, as it existed under Pseudo- 
Smerdis, Xerxes, and Artaxerxes. This assertion however is 
hazarded by Ilengstenberg and Keil, who relying on the 
allusions we have just mentioned to the deep degradation of 
the ruling nation, adduce in addition various points of con- 
tact between Coheleth and Malachi, and an erroneous hypo- 
thesis respecting the closing of the canon in the reign of 
Artaxerxes. It is affirmed that the spirit of formalism, self- 
righteousness, incipient Pharisaism appear in Malachi and 
Ecclesiastes. Priestism prevailed. A thirst for justice against 
the heathen was entertained. Dead orthodoxy could not over- 
come living selfishness. A comparison is made between such 
passages as vii. 16 and Mai. iii. 7 ; v. 3-5 and Mai. i. 8, 14. 
Discontent with the divine arrangements also appears in JMal. 
ii. 17, and deep-seated avarice in iii. 8. The dialogistic form in 
which sentiments are propounded is also said to have a parallel 
in Malachi, and therefore to indicate contemporaneous origin. 
We confess however that such considerations furnish precarious 
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S roof of the exact time when Ecclesiastes was written. They 
o not in our opinion fix it to the life of Nehemiah, or the last 
years of Artaxerxes. In fact, many critics seek for too special 
allusions in the general sentiments of Coheleth. Hengstenberg 
errs greatly in this respect. Kaiser was extravagant and absuia 
in finding the lives of the kings of David’s house from Solomon 
to Zedekiah described in a veiled form. That Ecclesiastes was 


written later than Malachi appears from the character of the lan- 
guage. The strongly Aramaean colouring of it seems to forbid 
so early a date as 400 b.c. The language must have been purer 
and better then, as the book of Malachi itself shews. This is con- 
firmed by the circumstance that the riew given in Malachi of 

the priest as the messenger of the Lord (Hin' had so 

incorporated itself into the phraseology when Ecclesiastes was 
written, as to drop the niH^. or and become simply 

Judging from the diction the beginning of the Macedonian 
period seems the most likely for its origin. The views of the 
Pharisees and Sadducces were fermenting in the minds of the 
thoughtful, but imdcveloped. Literary fictions appeared at that 
time, but hardly so early as Nehemiah, except the case of Deu- 
teronomy. PosenmuUery Ewald, Knobel, and De Wette are cor- 
rect in placing the book at the conclusion of the Persian period, 
about 335 b.c. With this alone agree all its internal pheno- 
mena ; whereas another spirit began to appear early in the 
Grecian period, as the book of Esther shews. Its position before 
the latter, among the Hagiographa, goes to confirm the same 
opinion. Bleek^ inclines to put it in the age of the Syrian supre- 
macy of Judea, which seems to us a very doubtful conjecture. 

Not very different is the view of Zirkel, Bergst, and Ber- 
tholdt, who put its origin considerably after Alexander, but 
before Antioch us Epiphancs. Perhaps this is too late. The 
arguments adduced for it, such as Graccisms and antagonistic 
references to the l^harisees and Sadducecs have been inv^idated 
by Bertholdt himself. And if we believe that this origin is 
too late, that assigned by Hartmann is still more so, viz., the 
Maccabean period. Its appearance during the Maccabean 
struggles for national freedom and religion would have been 
an anomaly in history. A philosophical work would hardly 
have been produced amid the terrible scenes then passing. 

Hitzig endeavours to prove that it belongs to the year 204 
B.c. The process by which he brings out this conclusion is 
ingenious, but highly artificial. His judgment is at fault here. 
Hu error arises from discovering specific historical allusions in 


1 Kudeitung in du site Teetameat, p. 64S. 
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the author's general reflections, as in fixing the term *1)^3 (x. 16) 
upon Ptolemy v. Epiphanes, fifteen years of age at his father's 
death. As Hahn has refuted Hitzig in his argumentation respect- 
ing the date, it is unnecessary to prove its groundlessness. 

It appears to us that Ecclesiastes was written in Palestine. 
Jerusalem seems to have been the writers home, for he speaks of 
“the house of God," “ the place of the holy," and “the city," 
as familiar objects (v. 1 ; viii. 10)* We do not think with 
Ewald, that the proverbial expression in x. 15 implies his abode 
in some country town of Palestine rather than the metropolis. 
The Wisdom of Solomon which bears most analogy to Coheleth, 
was an Egyptian production, written in Greek, in the name of 
Solomon also, in whom wisdom is represented as personified. 

The epilogue (xii. 9-14) has been pronounced unauthentic by 
Doederlein, Schmidt, Bertholdt, Umbreit, and Knobel. But 
there is no good reason for thinking that it proceeded from 
any other than the author of the work, who separates him- 
self from the wise preacher he had fictitiously introduced, testi- 
fying that he was a teacher of wisdom who had also written 
down his instructions for the good of the people. The use of 
the third person in speaking of Coheleth is not unexampled, for 
we find the same in vii. 27. Neither language nor ideas clash 
with the body of the work. But as Knobel'^s arguments have 
been well refuted by Hcrzfeld, they need not be dealt with 
again. The ninth verse is supposed by this Jewish critic to 
favour the hypothesis of the epilogue ha>dng been a later addi- 
tion from the writer's ovra hand; which is unnecessary. The 
author speaks of the fictitious personage he had introduced, 
after he had made him terminate the discussion. 

It is surprising to see how old errors linger among men. 
This of course arises from ignorance and an indisposition to 
learn. Nothing exemplifies the fact more clearly than the attach- 
ment to the Solomonic authorship of Ecclesiastes. Though 
sound criticism has repudiated it long ago ; ignorance still holds 
it. Even in Germany Von Essen and Wangemann adhere to 
the antiquated notion. The diction and style effectually prove 
that the writer does not give a dramatic biography of his own 
life. Solomon does not reenact the successive scenes of his 
search for happiness. He does not become the various phases of 
his former self. If any evidence lie in the work itself, that 
evidence is sufficient to disprove the Solomonic origin. 

A more plausible method of vindicating for Solomon some 
share in the work, is that adopted by Staudlin, who supposes 
that the monarch, towards the end of his life, exhausted and 
satiated with worldly enjoyments, waved somewhat in his prin- 
ciples. Deep melancholy came upon him at times, which pre- 
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sented all objects in a black form. He felt that all was vain, 
transitory, and imperfect. As he looked upon the world and 
saw more evil than good in it, he tormented himself with doubts 
respecting divine providence. The prosperity of the vicious, 
as well as the misfortunes of the virtuous, gave him the greatest 
uneasiness. The Mosaic doctrine of retribution could not give 
him peace, for he had advanced beyond it ; and yet he had not 
arrived at the stage in w'hich he could satisfactorily solve the 
riddle of life. Perhaps he had represented this state in several 
essays, which a later Hebrew found and extracted from, as well 
as from several proverbs not yet collected, in order to compose 
the book of Ecclesiastes. This writer introduced king Solomon 
discoursing of the theme. At the conclusion, he liimself added 
a few remarks indicating the result of the whole, and giving 
some account of the origin of the book. Thus the materiah are 
Solomon’s, put into form and shajx? by a redactor. 

The hypothesis in question is wholly improbable. If Solomon 
composed essays, whj' were they not given without alteration ? 
At the late period of the supposcnl editor, the name of the 
monarch was invested with an excessive sanctity which would 
have been violated most grievously by putting another garb on 
anything he had wTitten. The redactor must have totally 
modernised the language. And how' could Solomon himself 
speak in it f Incongruously the w'hole fonn of the Solomonic 
w’riting must have been removed, — almost the only thing by 
which the work could have been known and accredited as liis. 
Hence the redactor must have defeated his own purpose. Yet 
Henan still speaks of a modem redaction altering the primitive 
style. 

Whatever modification of the same view' be adopted, it is 
liable to insuperable objections. If it be alleged that the sub- 
stance and sentiments were transmitted omllf/ and that a late 
redactor committed them to writing we ask, how could they 
have been correctly or truly handed dowm from one generation 
to another throughout six centuries ? What guarantee have we 
that they were not raateriallv transformed in the mouths of men 
during that long period ? they must have been so in reality, 
unless a continued miracle — w'hich ceases to be one — interposed 
to prevent it. And then the problem discussed is not one which 
was likely to agitate the mind of Solomon’s age. It required 
a more advanc^ time. The Mosaic doctrine sufficed in the 
flourishing era of the kingdom. It was not till the decline of 
monarchy in J udah, that such a theme was forced upon Hebrew 
reflectiveness. The book of Job, which discusses it in a difierent 
manner, was much later than Solomon. Besides, internal 
evidence contradicts the hypothesis in question. Solomon could 
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not say of his successor, “ who knoweth whether he shall be a 
wise man or a fool” (u. 19). And he could hardly say ‘*also 
my wisdom remained with me” (ii. 9) ; nor would he satirise 
himself by af&rming, I got me the delights of the sons of men, 
a wife and wives” (ii. 8). The sentiments often disagree with 
what we know of Solomon’s person and character. The picture 
of the times is wholly different from his reign. Both ideas and 
language agree. The former cannot be put centuries prior to 
the later, without disturbing their natural congruity. Whatever 
view be taken of the age of Solomon when he uttered such sen- 
timents, it is exceedingly improbable that he ever expressed 
them. He would not have so described himself; especially as 
the problem is left much as he found it. Unconditional belief 
in the divine righteousness and power, is not the solution here 
presented, as in the book of Job. The author cannot get beyond, 
“Fear God and keep his commandments.” But although he 
does not reach the length of Job’s conclusion, it is no small 
matter that he retains his faith in the fear of God and practical 
morality. Amid all his objectionable moods and utterances, 
ihat is not abandoned. /S'o fa}\ he does well. 

IV. Doit bts entertained of its aitthority and inspiration. 
— It is not remarkable that the book of Ecclesiastes has been a 
stumbling block to many. The Jews were not unanimous in 
their opinion of its divine authority, as we learn from the 
Mishna (Tract. Jaclaim 3, 5) where there arc notices of disputa- 
tions on the part of distinguished Jewish scholars respecting the 
Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes, and a different opinion of the 
latter is said to have been entertained by the two schools of 
Hillcl and Schammai. IVsikta Bab. fol. 33, c. 1 ; Midrash 
Coheleth fol. 311, c. 1. Yayyikra Babba, sect. 28, fol. 161^ 

c. 2 : “ The wise sought to put aside airoKpvwreiv) the 

book Coheleth because they found in it words leaning to 
heresy.” Others in the Talmud. Tract. Schabbath fol. 30, c. 2 
assign this reason for their wishing to declare it apocryphal, 
“ because its words overthrow one another,” a position which 
Abenezra in his Commentary on vii. 3, illustrates by passages 
apparently contradictory ; to which he applies a harmonising 
pnnciple of his own. Other reasons were given for the same 
procedure, such as, “ Because all the wisdom of Solomon consists 
at last in this : Bejoice, O young man, in thy youth, etc., which 
is at variance with Nuin. xv. 39” (Midrash Cohel. fol. 114, 
c. 1), Others affirm that the utterances of the book which se^m 
to attribute eternity to the world furnished the great stuinbling 
block; and therefore Maimonides has taken up and copiously 
discussed the point. Yet they retained the book, as is said in 
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Tract. Shabbath. fol. 30, 2, “ because at tbe beginning of it and 
at the end of it are the words of the law'" (comp. i. 3 and xii. 3). 
In the time of Jerome the Hebrews said: “Although among 
other writings of Solomon which have become antiquated and 
have not remained in the memory, this book might seem de- 
serving of obliteration because it asserts that the creatures of 
God are vain and thinks all is vanity, and prefers eating, drink- 
ing, and transient pleasures to all things ; yet from this one little 
chapter (the twelfth) it deserved to be numbered with the divine 
books b^use it has terminated the whole discussion with the 
conclusion, * We should fear God and keep his commandments.* ** 

A few of the Christian fathers likewise appear to have 
stumbled at the book. Theodore of Mopsuestia maintained that 
Solomon had composed both Proverbs and Ecclesiastes for the 
benefit of otliers, not from a gift of prophecy he had received, 
but at least from human prudence ; a position for which he was 
anathematised by the council of Constantinople, since it rejected 
his divine inspiration when writing the work. We find Phi- 
lastrius of Brescia also attacking certain anonjTnous heretics 
who found fault with the work. Abulfaragius, a Christian 
writer among the Arabians, thought that Solomon drew the 
opinion about no resurrection of the dead from Empedocles, 
a Pythagorean philosopher supposed to be contemporary with 
David. 

Spinoza says of Solomon “ that he excelled others in wisdom, 
but not in the prophetic gift," and he blames him because ho 
taught in Ecclesiastes “ that all the goods of fortune are vain to 
men." 

It is needless to quote the sentiments of Le Qerc, or the 
Halle theologians of a former day. 

The iKTcw Testament neither cites nor refers to Ecclesiastes. 
Hengstenberg indeed says the opposite; but his list of ‘undeniable* 
references is taken from the air. What modem critic but him- 
self would gravely bring forward such a catalogue of passages in 
the New Testament as the following, in connection with Eccle- 
siastes : Luke xiii. 34 comp. Ecclcs. i 1 ; Luke xii. 16-21 comp. 
Eccles. ii. 1, 2 ; Matt. xi. 19 comp. Eecles. ii. 24 ; John vii. 30 
comp. Eccles. iii. 1 ; John xvi. 21 corap. Eccles. iii. 2 ; Luke 
xxiii. 34 comp. Eccles. iv. 17 ; James i. 19 comp. Eccles. iv. 17, 
V. 1 ; Matt. vi. 7, 8 comp. Eccles. v. 1 ; James iii. 6 comp. 
Eccles. V. 5, xii. 6 ; Matt, xxiii. 23 comp, Eccles. vii. 18 ; John 
ix. 4 comp. Eccles. ix. 10 The fact that the New Testament 
contains neither any quotation from the book before us, nor any 
reference to it, furnishes no argument against it. 


^ Einleitong, p, 34, 
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By a strange interpretation of xii. 11 Hengstenberg makes 
tke author enrol his book among the collection of the Old Testa- 
ment canonical writings, attribute to it a deeply-penetrating 
efficacy, and deduce it from divine inspiration.^ The difficult 
verse is not properly understood by the learned critic.^ Other 
Old Testament writings stand in the same category. No 
occasion called for quotation. There is no doubt that Eccle- 
siastes was in the canonical list from the time that list was 
completed. Ever since the canon was closed the book was 
among the Hebrew Scriptures. Hence it has the authority 
belonging to it as one part of the collection- which the apostles 
regarded as divine. The Saviour himself sanctioned the Jewish 
writings as a •whole; though he did not declare each and every 
part of those writings to be of divine origin. The attempt to 
make Christ and his apostles vouch for the inspii’ation and infal- 
libility of every single book in the Old Testament and every part 
of each book, is nugatory. All that can be fairly collected from 
their sayings is, a generm sanction of the canonical authority of 
the collection. 

V. Yiews of Coheleth respecting immortality and future 
JUDGMENT. — Some important questions have been started re- 
specting the belief of Coheleth in a future state, such as his idea 
of the soul’s immortality and of a future judgment. Let us 
briefly consider these points. 

1. What was Colielctli’s belief respecting the separate exis- 
tence of the soul after death? The passages bearing on this 
point are the following : — 

“ Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was : and the 
spirit shall return unto God who gave it” (xii. 7). 

‘'There is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom 
in the grave, whither thou goest” (ix. 10). 

“ Who kiioweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the 
spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth ?” (iii. 21). 

“ And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so 
shall he go: and what profit hath he that hath laboured for 
the wind?” (v. 16). 

These passages appear to us to imply nothing more than what 
is found in Mosaism, viz., unacquaintodness with the immor- 
tality of the soul. It was an opinion among the Hebrews that the 
spirit of man is a portion of the divine Spirit which animates and 
vivifies aU things in the world, and that it returned into the same 
or was absorbed into it. The human spirit was thus an emanation 
from the divine breath diffused through nature, assuming an in- 
dividual existence at its union with IMy, and losing it again at 

* Einleit. p. 33. 

3 See Heiugstedt*B Commentaiius grammatious, etc. pp. 384, 38d. 
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their separation. This belief is contained in the words of Ps. civ. 
29, “ thou takest away their breath, they die and return to their 
dust;” of Job xxxiv. 14, 15, ‘‘if he gather unto himself his 

E *t and his breath. All flesh shall perish together, and man 
turn again unto dust.” It is also implied in Gen. vi. 3, 
“ My spirit shall not always be humiliated in man.” In Eccles. 
iii. 21, the writer professes that he does not know whether the 
spirit in man and that in beasts return to God in the same 
manner, seeing they are both alike emanations from Him, or 
whether the two are distinguished after death, so that the one, 
because breathed into man in a singular way at first, is not at 
death lifted up and separated from the spirit of the l)ea8ts 
that goes downward. The proper version of iii. 21 is, “who 
knoweth the spirit of man, whether it goeth upward, and the 
spirit of the beast, whether it goeth downward to the earth?” 
the n before and m*!' being interrogative, not the article. 
Hence it should be pointed with patach and Chateph-patach ^ 
rhin and . The Masoretes punctuated it as the article, 

because any question respecting the immortality of the soul was 
a stumbling-block to them. All the ancient versions, the LXX., 
Yulgate, Syriac, Chaldee, Arabic, make the H interrogative. 
So do Luther and most recent critics. ITengstenberg, however, 
abides by the punctuation, adducing various arguments in its 
favour, which it is needless to refute.^ While the author is sure 
that the bodies of both return to dust, he has not arrived at the 
knowledge of the distinction of their spirits after death. “ For 
that which befallcth the sons of men befalleth beasts, even one 
thing befalleth them : as the one dicth, so dieth the other ; yea, 
they have all one breath ; so that a man hath no pre-eminence 
above a beast ; for all is vanity. All go unto one place ; all are 
of the dust, and all turn to dust again” (iii. 19, 20). Such 
are the words preceding the question, “ Who knoweth the spirit 
of man,” etc., shewing the darkness of the wTiter respecting 
the spirit’s future individual existence. The writer does not 
mean, who regards or considers^ expressing his surprise that 
so few regarded the different destiny of the spirits of men 
and brutes, for this is inconsistent w itn the context. What he 
means by spirit, can be nothing else than the vital or animal 
spirit. The same ignorance appears in ix. 10; there is no know- 
ledge in Sheol. Tnere is no wisdom there. It is a region of 
gloom. It is idle to say with Stuart that Colieleth here reca- 
pitulates what the objector had said. No such objector appears 
directly or indirectly in the preceding context. In ix. 2-6, it is 


1 Commentar, p. 118, et seqq. 
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plainly predicated that there is no difference between the good 
and the bad in and after death : ‘‘ the dead know not anything, 
neither have they any more a reward.'’ In xii. 7 the author 
simply expresses nis iJelief that the spirit returns to God. It is 
reabsorbed into the divine Spirit, just as the body returns to its 
original dust, the material whence it was taken. The context 
of this passage sufficiently shews that Coheleth did not dream 
of a blessed immortality after death, because the return of the 
human spirit to God is immediately followed by '-vanity of 
vanities, all is vanity" (ver. 8). Its return to God is appre- 
hended as the invisible continuation of comfortless, joyless old 
age. This reabsorption of the spirit into God Ginsburg impro- 
perly identifies with the heathen doctrine of the soul’s refusion 
mto the anima mundi or soul of the world, and forthwitjj. declares 
it heathenish and utterly at variance with the tenor of the 
Bible. There is a distinction between the things which ho con- 
founds. The anima mundi was not a direct emanation from one 
God, the only personal source of life ; rather was it identical with 
Deity and pantheistic. Unlike Cohcleth’s view, it did not consist 
with a pure theism. By his style of reasoning Schleiermacher, 
who at one period of his life at least, believed that the soul of 
man should be taken hereafter into allgemcine Geist, was so far a 
heathen. The arguments advanced against the view of the 
passage which regards it as alluding to the re-absorption of the 
spirit into the Deity are vague and icorthless ; such as, that God 
is described in the Bible as a personal and supe\ ^mundane being 
separated from and independent of matter; as if such view of 
the divine nature were not in harmony with the idea contained 
in the passage: that there is a radical difference between the 
Creator and the creature, — ^between their ontological natures, — 
a fact which, so far as it is enunciated in the Bible, is in unison 
with our exposition, not opposed to it : that the abhorrence of 
sin and approbation of holiness apparent throughout the Old 
Testament, shew that the distinction between a soul defiled with 
one, and imbued with the other, will not be destroyed at once 
and for ever ( as if Coheleth expressly referred here to souls, or 
entertained a definite belief respecting their different futures: 
that iii. 21 is at variance with our interpretation; whereas 
that passage expressly denies the separate immortality. It is 
incorrect to say, that the spirit going upwards implies its separate 
immortality, Nor is the sacred writer made to utter nomense, as 
Ginsburg affirms, by this re-absorption-theory. To remember 
one’s Creator in the days of youth, before old a^ sets in ; to 
fear God, keep His commandbnents, and enjoy life rationally, 
before the body and spirit be separated by death, the latter 
returning to the God who gave it, is neither absurd nor non- 
YOL. u. 24 
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sensical.^ In the eye of the Christian it seems a comfordess 
doctrine ; but we should remember that the writer was a Jew 
living in melancholy times ; and that his mind could not fully 
shake off the distracting doubts with which it was harassed. 
The problem of the future was to him more insoluble than it 
had been to many of his enlightened countrymen. The author 
of Genesis vi. 3 had evidently the same idea respecting the con- 
stitution of man; believing that the spirit of God in him was 
an emanation from Jehovah, which animates the corporeal frame 
and afterwards leaves it. Thus in xii. 7, means the 

breath of life^ the living principle, wliich God gives to animate 
the body, and takes away at death. As He is the original source 
of all life, the breath of life He had infused returns to Him. 
That this is the sense of the word, is proved by iii. 21 ; 
Ps. civ. 20 ; cxxxv. 17 ; and by its being used synonymously 

2. What was the writer’s bdief respecting a future state of 
rewards and punishments? The passages that seem to favour 
an affirmative answer, are these : — 

“ I said in mine heart, G(xl shall judge the righteous and the 
wicked: for he hath appointed a time for everything and for 
everv work” (iii. 17). 

** Ilut know thou that for all these tilings God will bring thee 
into judgment” (xi. 0). 

For God shall bring cvciy’ work into judgment, with every 
secret thing, whether it be good, or wlu'thcr it be evil” (xii. 14). 

“Neither shall wickedness deliver those that are given to it” 
(viii. 8). 

“ It shall be well with them that fear God but it shall 

not be well with the wicked” (viii. 12, 13). 

Other places favour a negative answer, as : — 

“ For the living know that they sludl die : but the dead know 
not anytliing, neither have they any more a n'ward” (ix. 5). 

“ For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight, wisdom, 
and knowledge, and joy : but to the sinner ho giveth travail, to 
gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good 
before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit” (ii. 26). 

It will be seen from these places that the author refers to 
rewards and punishments, and the point to be determined is, 
did he think of mere torrentrial retribution, such as the law of 
Moses held forth and the prophets predicted ; or was it to be 
after death P 

That such passages as iii. 17, etc., refer to retribution in this 
world, can hardly be doubted. The time is left indefinite ; but 
unless the writer saw much further than the Jewish authors 
^ See Gineburg’s Coheleth, pp. 468, 469. 
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generally, lie meant no more tlian that God should pass judg- 
ment some time or other upon injustice in the present life. 
Even most of the Apocr 3 rphal books, which were later than 
Ooheleth, shew ignorance of the soul’s immortality. There is 
nothing in the context to indicate that the judgment refers to a 
feiture state, as Ginsburg alleges ; nor is there any antithesis in 
the succeeding verses, ilut while the best expositors commonly 
admit that earthly retribution is intended in the great majority 
of places, a few hold that in one or two the words cannot be so 
applied. Thus Oehler refers xi. 9 and xii. 14 to judging souls ^ 
and consequently to another life ; while Knobel maintains, that 
the latter passage has that idea. In xi. 9 we refer the judgment 
spoken of to the evil days in the follo\\dng context, i.e., the time 
of old age. The sins of youth are punished in old age. The 
judgment begins then in ^vers ways and forms ; for who knows 
not the fresh vigour which some enjoy at that period, compared 
with the debility and disease of others. This interpretation 
harmonises not only with the immediate, but the more remote 
context ; with xii. 7 and ix. 10. A future judgment after deatli 
does not suit either the general tenor of the book, or the writer’s 
mental development, which was by no means in advance of the 
enlightened Jews that preceded him. In regard to xii. 14, it is 
the only place in the book which has a fair appearance of refer- 
ring to a future judgment. Knobel gives two reasons for so 
interpreting it. First, every work is brought into judgment. 
Secondly, the expression, every secret thing, is always so em- 
ployed : compare with Kom. ii. 16 ; 1 Cor. iv. 5 ; 1 Tim. v. 24, 
25. Here wc believe the author had a notion of future judg- 
ment, and expressed it. But ho has stated it generally. 
Nothing specilic is announced. The time, place, manner of it 
are not indicated. lie had no definite or fixed belief in the 
fact. Bather was it an inkling or premonition. Whatever 
shape the feeling assumed, it was obscure ; otherwise it must 
have appeared elsewhere in the book, and exerted a salutary 
influence in suppressing doubts, as well as sentiments that seem 
to be contrary. Not long before, he had written that the spirit 
was to pass into the great source whence it was taken, and lose 
its personal existence (xii. 7) ; yet here he affirms that God 
shall bring every work and secret thing into the judgment, 
apparently forgetting for the moment what he had said, or rising 
higher in his idea of the divine retribution and penetrating into 
futurity. To make him consistent wo should put the sentiment 
into his mouth, that the soul returns to the immediate presence 
of God, there to he judged; but that was not w'hat he definitely 
thought of. When therefore Stuart asks, “ how shall the spirit 
which has returned to God bo judged, if it be absorbed in miu 
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aa a part of his subtle, impalpable essence ?** he supposes that 
Coheleth reasoned as he does, and had a consistent beuef both in 
the soul’s future personality and retribution. This is to attri- 
bute to him what the book itself shews to be incorrect, Ps. xvii. 
15 is quite misunderstood by the same critic, as though it referred 
to the resurrection ; and Ps. xvi. 11 expresses no more than a 
transient aspiration or dim presentiment of the soul’s existence 
after death. No eridence can be adduced from the Psalms, nor 
from any book prior to Ecclesiastes, of the Hebrew belief in the 
soul’s personal existence and recompense hereafter. In that 
respect the present work stands on the same level as its prede- 
cessors. “We assume it then,” says Stuart, “as a plain doc- 
trine in Coheleth that retribution, adequate and final, does not 
take place in the present world.” The assumption is incorrect. 
All that the wTiter attains to is, a vague notion of some final 
judgment. He believed it to be in this life : the notion that it 
might be in the next sometimes flashed across his mind. The 
latter was nothing but a dim foreboding and hope, not a settled 
conviction. The settled conviction cannot be made out on the 
sole ground of xii. 14, because so many other passages nm 
counter to it. Through whatever process of investigation his 
mind may have passed, this can hardly be called a confirmed 
(pinion. 

If these obsen^ations be correct, it cannot be the design of the 
book, either in whole or in part, to shew that real happiness 
consists in the belief of a future state of retribution where all 
mysteries belonging to the present course of the world shall 
be solved. Such belief did not spring up and grow on Jewish 
groimd. It is the product of Christianity alone. J udaism only 
groped after it in the twilight. 

We are confirmed in the views now expressed by the opinion 
of Herzfeld, who takes xii. 14, as well us xi. 9, not as referring 
to the final judgment, but to one upon earth whose punishments 
are the misiortuncs of the entire life, and particularly the sufier- 
ings of old age. Not a trace, affirms this leanied Babbi, of 
belief in a judgment of departed souls appears in the whole 
book, except the doubts adduced in iii. 18-21.^ 

VI. Sa)PE OF THE WORK. — ^The older expositors went far 
astray in determining the scope of the work, because they pro- 
ceed^ on the opinion that tne soul’s immortality was taught 
in it. But Coheleth is only acquainted with the Hebrew Sheol, 
and the soul’s shadowy, impalpable, unpersonal existence here- 
after. Hence Desvoeux, F. Bauer, J. D, Michaelis, IQeuker, 
Doederlein, and Zirkel have represented the main idea of the 
book more or less imperfectly. 

1 Koheleth uebereotzt and erlautert, pp. 178, 189. 
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For the same reason we must reject the design of the book 
given by Qinsburg in his excellent commentary. Like many 
others, he assumes that the writer believes in a future state 
of retribution where all the mysteries of the present dis- 
pensation shall be explained. Had the author really en- 
tertained this opinion, he would not have written down a 
series of difficulties, doubts, objections, counsels, which make 
up the body of his book, and are not finally or formally done 
away at the close. Equally incorrect is the hypothesis of 
others, that the design of Ecclesiastes is an inquiry into the 
Bummum honum or ^ief good. The book itself rejects the 
idea of the preacher discussing various erroneous opinions, 
and finally determining the sovereign good to consist in true 
wisdotHy whose praise is the scope of the whole. In like manner 
it is not the object of the preacher, by shewing the emptiness of 
all things earthly, to force those who follow his argument to 
deduce the absolute necessity of a future and better existence, as 
the only solution of the otherwise inscrutable phenomena pre- 
sented by the course of man^s life, as Nordheimer, after Des- 
voeux, supposes.^ 

The tnie view was approached more or less closely by Schmidt, 
Paulus, Gaab, Hanlein, llhode, Bcrtholdt, Herder, Eichhom, 
TJmbreit, Knobel, Jahn, Do Wettc, etc., whose respective opinions 
need not be enumerated. Knobel and De Wette give the 
writer’s object better than the rest ; better in our opinion than 
even Ewald, Hitzig, or Stuart. 

The theme of the book is the vanity of all earthly desires and 
efforts, as set forth in the first and second verses : Vanity of 
vanities ; all is vanity. VTiat profit hath a man of all his labour 
which he taketh under the sun This is repeated at the close. 
“Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity’’ (xii. 8). 
Hence the purpose of the writer was to point out the emptiness 
of human life, and to give some directions relative to human 
conduct suited to such a view of the world. He assumes the 
position of a man who, having as it were exhausted life, stood 
on the verge of it taking a retrospect of the way he had come, 
and lo, there was nothing but the past and the passing. Time 
had swallowed up all. He had hoped, laboured, searched, in- 
quired, without finding anything ; he had indulged in pleasure, 
and nothing remained of it ; now he sees the abyss of nothing- 
ness before him, more emptiness and vanity round about ; and 
within he feels a something he cannot understand, a longing 
and searching spirit which had failed to find solid peace. 

The author enters upon a kind of philosophical discussion. 
His work is an exhibition of the struggle between the old 
* Holden, Preliminary dissertations, p. Ixv. 
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Hebrew Tiew of the world and its affairs, and the higher science 
of life which some of the best minds in the nation stroTe to 
reach. Old Israelitish views had been exposed to new influ- 
ences, especially to Zoroastrian ideas. The philosophy of the 
nation was fermenting in various ways and assuming such a 
shape as rendered it capable of being developed and divided by 
the Greek philosophy which afterwards affected it so extensively. 
The elements of Pharisaism and Sadduceeism were in motion, 
for the views of these tendencies which the Jewish mode of 
thought soon took under the impulse of Grecian philosophy, 
appear in Coheleth germinant and scattered. Thus the matori^ 
of his thinking were of a mixed kind, though incorporated into 
the Israelitish philosophy of the day. Judea presented a gloomy 
aspect at the time. Injustice, oppression, violence prevailed. 
Tyrannical rulers acted with impunity. Sensual, avaricious^ 
incapable men were promoted to ofiice, while the virtuous and 
upright suffered. Heathen rulers oppressed the people of God. 
AU this tended to shake belief in the doctrine of divine retribu- 
tion, and excite doubt. Piety withered in such an atmosphere, 
and gave way to incipient despair. No wonder therefore that 
Coheleth strove to find rest for his anxious mind. He saw tho 
>\dcked prosjx?r, the righteous suffer, even to the end. What 
became of the 3kIosaic doctrine of retribution in this world, amid 
such a state of things ? It seemed inadequate to account for it. 
But with all searching and seeking, he was unable to get beyond 
the Jewish belief. The writer of the book of Job could hardly 
do so. Much less might we expect Coheleth, a man of far 
inferior abdities, to emerge into a clear solution of the problem. 
Indeed it could not be fully solved on Jewish ground. Christi- 
anity alone brings life and immortality to light. 

It is pleasing to find that the author does not abandon himself 
entirely to doubts. Some that are uttered are taken back again. 
Nor does he recommend an unrestrained enjoyment of worldly 
things. He sees and feels that di\dne providence is immutable ; 
that man has no power over the fixed course of nature. Yet he 
is not a rigid fatalist. Had he been deeply penetrated, however, 
with an unwavering spirit of holy submission to God's will, and 
awed by the feeling of His unsearchable greatness, as was the 
unknown author of Job, he would have presented a higher 
example of religion. It might have been given him in that 
case, to get a few glimpses of a future state of immortality, in 
which the perplexing anomaly of human life and conduct wiU 
be cleared up. But his scepticism could not be easily kept 
down. To subdue it effectually he finds a hard lesson; and 
therefore he is forced to exclaim at the end, vanity of vanities, 
all is vanity.'^ We are pleased in finding that he does not lose 
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his faith in a divine judgment and final retribution, though he 
can plant no hope on the grave. His partial experience of the 
divine government does not extinguish a religious element 
within him. Hence he recommend the fear of God, moral 
duty, and uprightness. This is an excellent philosophy viewed 
from the Jewish standpoint. “Fear God and keep his com- 
mandments, for this is the whole man'^ (not this every man should 
do)y are his closing words. It is true that his creed has not that 
positive element which the book of Job contains, by transferring 
the solution of the problem to the department of faith y a faith 
resting in the righteousness and power of God with uncondi- 
tional submission to his will, accompanied with firm trust in the 
rectitude of what lie chooses to conceal from human perception. 
It has only a negative element. But such was the popular creed. 
Nay, such was the Mosaic doctrine, beyond which the prophets 
themselves did not advance. Coheleth, with his scepticism, 
represents the national faith in conflict with the inequalities of 
the divine administration, but incompetent to a right theodicy. 

VII. Modes of dividing the contents. — 1. Some think 
that Coheleth disposed his materials in a dialogistic form, though 
he neglected to indicate the interchange of speakers. Herder, 
Eiclihorn, Bergst, Paulus, etc., are of this opinion. The con- 
versation is between an inquirer and a teacher, according to 
Herder and Eichliorn ; or, according to Bergst, between a Jewish 
sophist and an oriental sage of the old stamp, who gets the 
victory over his ojiponcnt. But in partitioning the parts of 
the supposed speakers, these critics difier considerably from 
each other. 

This hypothesis evidently originated from the desire to intro- 
duce a certain plan and unity into a work containing a number of 
contradictory sentiments. The author, or rather king Solomon 
whose person he assumes, sometimes speaks of himself in the 
first person, sometimes to a disciple or hearer in the second. 
But the book generally bears no impress of a dialogue. The 
marks of it are shadowy and indistinct. No man could tell, 
were that the case, where the one speaker ends and the other 
begins. The linos between are no where apparent. The separa- 
tions of the speakers’ portions, which have been attempted, fail 
to shew an immediate connection of ideas between the discourses 
and replies, compelling the reader to assume violent transitions 
in different directions, and producing a badly formed dialogue. 
That two speakers are not very obvious is apparent from the fact 
of Seiler ^ding three, viz., Solomon, a second sage, and an 
inex^rienoed j^outh who is perpetually sug^ting doubts, to the 
solution of which the conversation of the other two philosophers 
is directed. The passages in which the alternate speakers com- 
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meiioe to deliver their sentiments, are not determined and indi- 
cated by the critic. Indeed, they cannot with any probability 
be gathered from the contents. Had the writer of the book 
introduced different speakers, it is unlikely he would have left 
their respective sayings undiscoverable. In the book of Job the 
speeches are clearly defined. 

2. Yan der Paun makes two parts, viz., i-vi. and vii.--xii. : 
Holden i-vi. 9 ; vi. 10-xii. 14. 

3. Koester’s division is peculiar, and certainly brings unity 
into the whole. It is not supported, however, by internal evi- 
dence. According to him, i. 2-11 is introductory, followed by 
four sections, viz., i. 12-iii. 22, concerning the absolute good; 
iv.-vi., the relative good ; vii. 1-ix. 16, respecting true wisdom ; 
ix. 17-xii. 8, of wi^om in its application to particular condi- 
tions of life. 

4. Vaihinger arranges the contents in four discourses, (a) After 

proposing the general theme in the second and third verses, that 
all is vanity, Cohcleth shews the vanity of theoretical wisdom 
applied to the investigation of things, and then of practical 
wi^om directed to the enjo}Tnent of life, arriving at the result 
that man by his efforts cannot obtain abiding good (chaps, i., ii.). 
(b) The second discourse begins with a description of man's 
absolute dependence on a higher immutable providence, suc- 
ceeded by an answer to the inquiry after the simmum bonum, that 
there is no higher good for man than to enjoy himself ; but that 
such good cannot be easily reached amid the many disappoint- 
ments observable on earth. Yet under the circumstances a man 
should strive after happiness through the fear of God, and a 
conscientious fulfilment of duty, trusting in the providence of 
the Most High, and setting a proper value on earthly possessions 
by means of contentment with the share bestowed by God, and 
cheerful enjoyment of the benefits received (iii. 1-v. 19). (c) In 
the third discourse the writer sets forth the vanity of striving 
after riches, develops the true practical uisdom of life, and shews 
how it is to be gained, notwithstanding all the incongruities of 
earthly life (vi.-viii. 15). {d) In the fourth discourse these in- 

congruities arc particularly examined, maxims being laid down 
at the same time for the true enjoyment of life ; after which, the 
whole is summed up in the enunciation of the same sentiment 
that stands at the beginning, viz., that solid unchanging h^pi- 
ness cannot be found in earthly things (viii. 16-xii~8). Each 
of these four discourses is subdivided into three sections, thus, 
i. 2-12, i. 12-ii. 19, ii. 20-26 ; iii. 1-22, iv. 1-16, iv. 17-v. 19 ; 
vi. 1-12, vii. 1-22, vii. 23-viii. 15; viii. 16-ix. 16, ix. 17-x. 20, 
xi.-xii. 8. This ^vision is artificial and arbitrary. It does 
not harmonise with many parts of tho book, for example, with 
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the second and third ch^ters, which are so connected as to be 
incapable of partition. Both must belong to the same portion. 
There is no proper division till iv. 16. 

5. Hitzig divides the work into three jjarts, each part consist- 
ing of four chapters, viz. i.-iv. 16 ; v.~viii. ; ix.-xii. Our objec- 
tion to this is, that the concluding part of the eighth chapter 
is more connected with the commencement of the ninth than 
with the preceding. No proper break occurs between viii. 16 
and ix. 10 ; though Umbreit agrees with Hitzig in holding the 
contrary. 

It is very difficult to find any general division that does not 
seem to interrupt the thread of inquiry. We adopt that of 
Michaelis and Ilosenmullcr, viz., i.-iv. 16 ; iv. 17-xii. 8, and 
the epilogue xii. 9-14. 

VIII. UNITY. — Much has been said about the unity of the 
work. If the writer proposed a theme for discussion, as he un- 
doubtedly did, he must have pursued some plan and method, to 
give unity to the whole. The kind of unity however is not easily 
determined with exactness. Some have made it too free, others 
too close. Mendelssohn errs in the former way; Vaihinger and 
Ginsburg in the latter. Even Hitzig has introduced too great 
refinement into the sequence. The method of the writer cannot 
be close and consecutive throughout. He follows a tolerably 
free plan. His theme is not unfolded with regularly-increasing 
clearness till the close. The succession of ideas is not artificially 
marked. There is a latitude in the writer’s treatment of his 
subject. The course of his ideas must not therefore be cramped 
by the acuteness or ingenuity of modem critics ; for Semitic 
philosophy is a very difierent thing from that of the western 
mind. It does not consist of ratiocination. Second causes are 
unknown to it. The laws of nature are equally so. Statements 
are made ; doctrines propounded. God is viewed as working 
immediately in all things. Syllogistic rules and forms never 
appear. In a word, the science and philosophy of the West are 
foreign to Oriental idiosyncracy. In our sense of them, they did 
not exist in the East. The Semitic nations had a different cast 
of mind, more devout perhaps, but certainly less scientific. Cohe- 
leth’s ethical philosophy is not linked together in a chain of 
consecutive argument. He does not reason out his theme in the 
Japhetic mode. It is easy to apply our ingenuity in finding out 
logic, method, definiteness of statement and aim, particularity 
of design, metaphysical connexion of ideas, in the work. But 
they do not naturally belong to it. Those who construct for 
a regular and progressive argumentation, moving onwards 
with skilful step towards one object, as Vaihinger and Koester 
do, put western fetters on the free movement of an oriental 
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mind, which are abhorrent to its nature ; and force the book to 
give forth a dialectic artificiality which it was never intended to 
possess. 

The author often digresses from his main idea of the vanity 
of all earthly things. His own objections occasionally inter- 
rupt the proper sequence. lie repeats the same sentiments 
— ^reverts to former propositions, advances the same ideas. 
The links in his chain arc loose. It is the digressions and 
intercalated utterances that create difficulty to the interpreter, 
especially as the author, as far as we can judge, does not look 
like an adept in writing ; nor was his mind preoccupied with a 
great positive truth waiting to be unfolded. Indeed it some- 
times appears as if his discussion were terminated. AVhen 
therefore he tries to recommence as it were, the difficulty with 
which he does so produces a degree of awkwardness. He is 
embarrassed in his search ; and his perplexity of thought occa- 
sions obscurity in transitions. Thus the causal connexion of 
vii. 20 with the preceding is difficult, even after Umbreit’s 
laboured elucidation,^ which we do not approve of ; the im- 
probable interpretation of Ginsburg ; and the far-fetched expe- 
dient of the older interpreters to enclose the nineteenth verse 
in a parenthesis ; while the vei'se as a transition to the following 
is abrupt. Compare also the connection of v. 19-22. That his 
power of expression was rather limited, may be inferred from 
iii. 9-18. He had neither the cultivated language of philoscmhy 
at his command, nor a general mastery of expression. Caro 
should always be taken not to hold Coheleth responsible for 
what is not his real opinion ; but to make due allowance for 
passing thoughts — to separate, as far as possible, what he con- 
tinued to hold or what he reached at last, from the temporary 
and objectionable that he got beyond in the course of discussion 
or was helped by to clearer and better views. We are aw^aro 
that this is a difficult thing. On the one hand, too great 
endeavour to make him consistent and consecutive in his reason- 
ing, may betray the expositor into far-fetched and subtle inter- 
pretations ; as is the case with Hitzig ; while on the other, want 
of perception, or a perfunctory style of interpretation, may con- 
vert Coheleth into a blunderer who could hardly conduct his 
argument without obvious mistakes ; as is the case with Hnobel. 
The critic who steers safely between the extremes is likely to be 
most successful. 

IX. Sceptical, epicurean, and fatalist tendencies in the 
BOOK. — That a spirit of sceptism often appears in the book 
cannot be denied. The mind of the writer was seriously d^- 

1 Studien and Kritiken, for 1857} p. 40, et seqq. 
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txirbed by doubts and difficulties. This is apparent from such 
passages as the following : 

** 1 said in mine heart concerning the estate of the sons of 
men, that God might manifest them, and that they might see 
that they themselves are beasts. For that which befalleth the 
sons of men befalleth beasts ; even one thing befalleth them : as 
the one dieth, so dieth the other ; yea, they have all one breath ; 
so that a man hath no pre-eminence above a beast : for all is 
vanity. All go unto one place ; all are of the dust, and all turn 
to dust again. Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth 
upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the 
earth (iii. 18-21). 

** I returned and saw under the sun that the race is not to the 
swift nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, 
nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men 
of skill ; but time and chance happeneth to them all. For man 
also knoweth not his time,” etc., etc. (ix. 11, 12). 

** Therefore I went about to cause my heart to despair of all 
the labour which I took under the sun. For there is a man 
whose labour is in wisdom, and in knowledge, and in equity ; 
yet to a man that hath not laboured therein shall he leave it for 
his portion. This also is vanity and a great evil” (ii. 20, 21). 

*‘So I returned and considered all the oppressions that are 
done under the sun ; and behold the tears of such as were 
oppressed, and they had no comforter ; and on the side of 
their oppressors there was power; but they had no comforter. 
Wherefore I praised the dead which are already dead more than 
the living which are yet alive. Yea better is he than both they 
which hath not yet been, who hath not seen the evil work that 
is done under the sun ” (iv. 1-3). 

“ Yea though he live a thousand years twice told, yet hath he 
seen no good : do not all go to one place ? All the labour of 
man is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not filled. For 
what hath the wise more than the fool ? What hath the poor 
that knoweth to walk before the living P” (vi. 6-8). 

In the day of prosperity be joyM, but in the day of ad- 
versity consider : God also hath set the one over a^inst the 
other, to the end that man should find nothing after him. All 
things have I seen in the days of my vanity : there is a just 
man that perisheth in his righteousness, and there is a wicked 
man that prolongeth his life in his wickedness. Be not 
righteous over mu^ ; neither make thyself wise : why shouldest 
thou destroy thyself? Be not over much wicked, neither be 
thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before thy time?” (vii. 
14-17). 

** There is a vanity which is done upon the earth ; that there 
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be just men unto whom it happeneth according to the work of 
the wicked ; again, there be wicked men, to whom it happeneth 
according to the work of the righteous : I said that this also is 
vanity” (viii. 14). 

In like manner an epicurean tendency appears in a variety 
of places. We do not mean that there is encouragement to 
drunkenness, gluttony, and revelling ; nor that the pleasures of 
sense are to indulged without regard to the obligations of 
duty and religion ; but that worldly and sensual enjo 3 nnents, 
sucn as eating, drinking, living joyfully with the wife of one’s 
youth, are recommended as good things. Thus the following 
passages say ; There is nothing better for a man than that he 
should eat and drink, and that he should make his soul enjoy 
good in his labour. This also I saw, that it was from the hand 
of God” (ii. 24). 

And also that every man should cat and drink and enjoy the 
good of all his labour, it is the gift of God” (iii. 13). 

** Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better than that 
a man should rejoice in his own works ; for that is his portion : 
for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him P” 
(iii. 22). 

** Behold that which I have seen : it is good and comely for 
one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour 
that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God 
giveth him : for it is his portion. Ever}'^ man also to whom God 
hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat 
thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; 
this is the gift of God” (v. 18-19). 

‘^Then I commended mirth, because a man hath no better 
thing under the sun than to eat and to drink and to be merry : 
for that shall abide with him of his labour the days of his life, 
which God giveth him under the sun” (viii. 15). 

** Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine 
with a merry heart ; for God now accepteth thy works. Let 
thy garments be always white ; and let thy head lack no oint- 
ment. Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the 
days of the life of thy vanity : for that is thy portion in this 
life, and in thy labour which thou takost under the sim” 
(ix. 7-9). 

Those who endeavour to explain away these expressions, may 
remind us that they should not be interpreted too literally, nor 
separated from their connexion. This is freely admitted. Nor 
is it denied that the enjoyment of life is the main thing incul- 
cated in them, in contrast with excessive earnestness and exer- 
tion after future good. Still it is apparent that the enjoyment 
of life recommended consists in the pleasures of sense, or self- 
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indulgence. It is incorrect to assert witli Noyes', that the 
preacher tells us a man cannot have the enjoyment of life he 
recommends except by the gift of God to tnose who are good 
in his sight,*' that is, who discharge the duties of morality and 
religion (chap. ii. 26) ; for what God gives to a man that is 
good in His sight is specified as wisdarriy knowledgcy and joy 
(ii. 26). The epicureanism of the writer is not gross or exces- 
sive, but moderate. Still it has a tinge sufficient to characterise 
it as epicurism.® 

In the same way an inclination to fatalism is observable here 
and there. Everything is represented as occurring in a fixed, 
invariable order. All things are foreordained by God, so that 
man has no power to alter them. Thus : To every thing there 
is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven : A 
time to be bom, and a time to die ; a time to plant, and a time 
to pluck up that which is planted ; a time to kill, and a time to 
head ; a time to mourn, and a time to dance ; a time to cast 
away stones, and a time to gather stones together ; a time to 
embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing ; a time to get, 
and a time to lose ; a time to keep, and a time to cast away ; a 
time to rend, and a time to sew ; a time to keep silence, and a 
time to speak ; a time to love, and a time to hate ; a time of 
war, and a time of peace. What profit hath he that worketh 
in that wherein he laboureth ? I have seen the travail which 
God hath given to the sons of men to be exercised in it. He 
hath made every thing beautiful in his time : also he hath set 
the world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work 
that God maketh from the beginning to the end" (iii. 1-11). 

I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever : 
nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it : and God 
doeth it that men should fear before him" (iii. 14). 

“That which hath been is named already, and it is known 
that it is man : neither may he contend with him that is 
mightier than he" (vi. 10). 

“ Consider the work of God : for who can make that straight, 
which he hath made crooked?" (vii. 13). 

^ “ All things come alike to all : there is one event to the 
righteous and to the wicked ; to the good and to the clean, and 
to the unclean ; to him that sacrificeth and to him that sacri- 
ficeth not : as is the good, so is the sinner ; and he that swear- 
eth, as he that feareth an oath. This is an evil among all 
things that are done under the sun, that there is one event unto 
all : yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evU, and 

^ New translation of the Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Canticles, p. 85. 

^ See Enobel, Commentar neber das Bnch Eoheleth, Emlcitung, § 2 p. 22 
etseqq. 
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madness is in their heart while they live, and after that they 
go to the dead’' (ix. 2, 3). 

Having thus seen that the mind of Coheleth had leanings to 
scepticism, epicureanism, and fatalism, the question arises, how 
they are to ho viewed ? There are two relations in which they 
may be looked at. 

First, they may have been temporary states of mind in Coho- 
leth — phases through which he passed — arising out of his pro- 
cesses of inquir}’, not ultimate conclusions. They were part of 
the difficulties and doubts which he uttered as they arose, but 
afterwards overcame. 

Secondly, they may have been introduced as objections which 
others would express, and therefore should not be put to the 
writer ^8 own account. 

Many critics adopt the former view. They believe that he 
has given a picture of the struggle through which his mind had 
pass^ when he investigated the phenomena of daily life. This 
is true and correct, lie had doubts, difficulties, stages of per- 
plexity, which arc expressed in the coiu'se of the work. His 
opinions were fluctuating and unsettled. But the point in 
debate is. Did he arrive at settled and permanent convictions ? 
Did his mind become peaceful and calm in the end ? Did he 
come to a full and definite conclusion ? Here much caution 
is needed, lest more be educed from the book than what it was 
meant to show. Did he begin with doubt, and end with full 
conviction of truth ? We cannot say so. While freely allow- 
ing that he got over some of his doubts and difficulties, we can- 
not perceive the evidence of a final, deliberate opinion, on which 
his mind reposed with satisfaction. He did not reach in belief 
the soul’s immortality. Neither did he come to the doctrine 
of retribution in another life. While it is only reasonable to 
suppose that the final conclusions in a work of professed inquiry 
should alone be taken as the index of the writer’s ultimate 
opinion, we ask where is that deliberate and final view P That 
a course of investigation was conducted by the author is plain ; 
though it is neither formal nor consequential ; but we desire to 
ascertain the turning point, at which he emerged into light. The 
answer of Ilitzig repeated by Stuart is, at the beginning of the 
ninth chapter. Here, say they, we have no more of the desponding 
utterances, all this I have seen : all this have I tried : no more of 
the cheerless conclusion ; all this is vanity. Doubts and queries 
are dismissed. Coheleth stands on new ground. His spirit has 
been purified. This answer is unsatisfactory. In ix. 10-x. 20 
the author resumes his former method, and shews anything but 
a clear and settled conviction of the truth. On the contrary he 
relapses into a state of anxiety and doubt, as before. Hitzig 
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himself admits this^ but offers no explanation of it. And does 
not Coheleth say at the very close of the work, Vanity of 
mnitiea, all is vanity, immediately after the words, *‘the spirit 
shall return to God who gave it (xii. 7, 8). Does he not say 
after ix 1, ** All that cometh (all that come into the world) is 
vanity?'* (xi. 7). Does he not say too of childhood and youth 
that they are vanity ? (xi. 10). If such expressions do not 
indicate a mind cheerless and unsettled as before in i.-viii., we 
cannot interpret language aright. It has been asserted, how- 
ever, that the crowning reward of all Goheleth’s inquiries is, 
that ive should fear God and keep his commandments, l)ecause this 
is the whole man. Yet the fear of God had been enjoined before 
(v. 6) ; for the writer had said, Surely I know that it shall be 
well with them that fear God” (viii. 12),; those that fear Him 
shall experience deliverance (vii. 18) ; and, He doeth certain 
things that men should fear before Him (iii. 14). These 
passages shew that Coheleth did not come to any settled and 
permanent conclusion consisting in the fear of God other than 
he had already expressed and followed up with doubts and diffi- 
culties. It was no new result at which he had arrived in the 
end. Ho had expressly given utterance to it before, and then 
shifted away from it. It should also bo observed, that Cohe- 
leth's fear of God partakes more of the fear of terror than that 
of reverence. It looks upon Him as a Being far off, not near at 
hand to meet human needs. It is the fear of exciting His 
anger, accompanied by a desire of propitiating His favour. It 
is not the love and reverence of a Buler pure and holy who 
punishes sins and rewards self-sacrificing virtue ; but a feeling 
whoso root is in self. This is evident from v. 2-7 where God is 
spoken of as one in heaven whoso patience is not to be trifled 
with, and from whose debt a man should at once free himself by 
paying the vow he may have made. Besides, the end of the 
whole discourse as given in the wwAs fear God," etc., is not a 
compressed summary of the book stated in the highest generality 
it admits of, neither is it the germ of the contents. It is neither 
the result to which the discussion was tending, nor the conclu- 
sion of it reached with difiiculty. Several other admonitions of 
co-ordinate value are presented in xi. 1 and onward. All that 
the writer means to say in xii. 13 is, that this is the end, the 
limit ho puts to his discourse ; not the sum of it, nor the final 
resultant of his enquiries. The right translation is, ‘‘ the end of 
the discourse [this is] ; the whole has been heard ; ” not, in 
conclusion, every thing is noticed [by God] ” as Ginsburg 
strangely renders, contrary to ‘?3n with the article, and im- 
porting an idea into the words which is foreign to them. 

It has also been asserted that Coheleth comes to a full and 
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definite Oonclosion in relation to the doctrine of retribution with 
which his mind has been distressed, “ God will bring to judg- 
ment every work with every secret thing, whether it be good or 
whether it*be evil^’ (xii. 14). Surely, however, he had already 
said, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked^’ (iii. 17), 
and “ for all these things God will bring thee into judgment'' 
(xi. 9). It is diflGicult to conceive that his belief in the judg- 
ment here referred to was different from that in xii. 14. luture 
judgment in another world is not meant in iii. 17, xi. 9. Why 
then should xii. 14 be differently represented P All that can be 
deduced from the last passage is a faint foreboding of retri- 
bution beyond the present — a hopeful anticipation of it, not 
a settled conviction— else the whole character of his inquiries 
would have been changed. If he did get out into the clear 
truth at last, surely he would not have allowed what he had 
written to stand as it is, with its apparent contradictions and 
repetitions of the same ideas. We can hardly suppose that he 
began to write without a definite purpose — some leading idea or 
ideas he intended to unfold. In other words, ho saw beforehand 
the conclusion at which he meant to arrive in his own way. If 
this be so, why does he go backwards and forwards in so peculiar 
a fashion, sometimes progressing and again retrograding in the 
course of the inquiry ? Why does he wrestle with doubts and 
difficulties, finding no rest till the very close ? Surely the con- 
clusion he meant to arrive at would have told most favourably 
on the method of his discourse in the book, had he set out with 
it in his mind. And if he began at random, not knowing 
whither the hard mental struggle would lead, but got at last to 
a settled conclusion, in which he confidently repost, is it con- 
ceivable that in an ago of making books he would have allowed 
what he had written to remain with all its windings to and fro. 
A fidl and definite conclusion must have appeared so important 
to the author as to revolutionise the preceding treatment of 
his theme. We know how a critic may try to neutralise this 
reasoning. He may put it to the account of Coheleth's defi- 
ciency in writing. One may suppose that he was not a skilful 
man of letters, but was so busy with searching, so entangled 
with a discussion over which ne had not the mastery, os to 
involve himself in repeated contradictions. We cannot see 
much probability in this view. It is derogatory to Coheleth. 
The work shews that he was a man of considerable powers. He 
had a reflecting mind, which alone would have told upon his 
discussion of the subject, apart from skill in composuion or 
mastery of expression and style. It requires no great practice 
in literature to prevent repetitions and contradictory statements 
in the compass of so brief a work. 
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We ha^re thus seen that the view advocated by Hitzig and 
Stuart cannot be sustained. It is not correct to say that the 
passages of the book which bear the marks of scepticism 
and epicurism should be repudiated as representing transient 
states of Coheleth’s mind or mere stages of discussion, while 
others towards the close are the index of an ultimate opinion. 
The latter, as distinct from the former, cannot be made out. 

Secondly, it has been supposed that the exceptionable passages 
were introduced as expressing objections which others would 
utter. This is probable enough in the case of some ; as in 
X. 16-19 compart with the twentieth verse. But- all cannot 
be so explained. The hypothesis furnishes too narrow a basis 
for solving the difficulty. Hence it may be adopted alon^ with 
the preceding explanation. Nothing prevents the association of 
the one with the other, as various critics do unite them. Cohe- 
leth brings before his readers doubts suggested by observation 
and reflection, or in some cases presented to him by others. 
How then does this additional circumstance help to solve the 
question before us ? We cannot see that it contributes so much 
to the solution as to make it come forth in a shape fit for accept- 
ance. Are all the passages in which sentiments savouring of 
scepticism, epicurism, and fatalism are found, taken away fi'oxn 
the writer’s own belief by this expedient ? To deny their exist- 
ence is hazardous, though Stuart does so in effect. They cannot, 
however, be ignored by bold assertion. The evidence is too 
palpable for that. Thus we read in ix. 1, 2, ** the righteous and 
the wise and their works are in the hand of God (depend on the 
necessary and immutable order of things appointed by God) ; 
no man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is before them 
(they do not know hereafter whether they are to love or hate, 
because all is before them. Whatever men do, and whatever 
happens to them, are foreordained to them by God, and cannot 
be altered). All things come alike to all ; there is one event to 
the righteous and to the wdeked, to the good and to the clean, 
and to the unclean, to him that sacrificeth and to him that 
sacrificeth not ; as is the good so is the sinner ; and he that 
sweareth, as he that feareth an oath.” (All are subject to the 
same unknown fate, which, however variously it works in 
appearance, embraces all alike within its grasp). If such lan- 
guage have not a fatalist import we are unable to understand its 
meaning. To say with Stuart that there is no more in it than 
there is in nearly all the reformed creeds of Christendom is 
nothing to the point. It is not the common doctrine of those 
creeds that God has foreordained all things. And if it were, it 
would not be Scriptural doctrine. God does not foreordain sin. 
If Coheleth had said that God foreordained that man should act 
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freely^ all would be right. But so far from this, he affirms, that 
none knotca ichether he is about to love or to hate^ because all is 

K sdestiuated by God, both what men do and what befalls them. 

like manner we might shew that an epicurean tendency can- 
not be denied, without running counter to the express declara- 
tions of Ooheleth. It is no refutation of our opinion to adduce 
the language usually accompanying admonitions to eating, 
drinking, and such sensuous enjoyments, viz., that they are the 
gifts of God; rather does it confirm it, because every thing in 
life is looked upon as the divine arrangement. And do we not 
hear Coheleth say, “ Wliercfore I perceive that there is nothing 
better than that a man should rejoice in his own works ; for that 
is his portion : for who shall bring him to see what shall be 
after him?” (iii. 22). Since then the passages cannot be ex- 
plained away or denied the question recurs, in what light 
should they be viewed ? It is reasonable to think that no 
writer would knowingly contradict liimself, as Coheleth does, 
and that within limits so narrow as occasionally not to exceed 
a few verses. It is also reasonable to believe that in a work of 
disquisition, objections would be adduced and answered. We 
do not reject either supposition, or both together. The writer 
should not at once be regarded as contradicting himself, 
unless he move backwards and forwards in his investigation 
without any settled opinions. Nor should his own doubts and 
difficulties, any more than the objections of others, be laid to his 
account, as if they were deliberate and final convictions. All 
the passing thoughts he has set down in writing should not at 
once be assigned to a fixed belief, unless it can be shewn that 
they were subsequently laid aside as forming no part of it. But 
witn all these allowances, we must hold that the mind of Cohe- 
leth never got fairly out of all its doubts. It is impossible, in 
every instance, to distinguish what he disowned, and what he 
finally adhered to. Any line separating the two cannot bo 
drawn, for it is impalpable. That some things were rejected 
immediately after they were announced, wo cannot well doubt. 
That a thing represented as plausible at one stage of the inquiry, 
is sometimes put in a truer light on a subsequent occasion, we 
fully believe. But the main point still recurs, what is the 
writer’s ultimate, established opinion ? Where docs it come out P 
Shew us the testing sentiments by which we may cast out of the 
writer’s passing belief, what he did not truly adopt. To take 
for this purpose a solitary assertion at the end of the work, is 
arbitrary. And what is more, no declaration there, even that 
about bringing every thing into judgment, is especially new. As 
early as iii. 17, the idea of God judging all men was clearly 
enunciated. It not, therefore, exercised any material in- 
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fluence in settling and purifying tlie writer’s mind. ’Why then 
should it be regarded in xii. 14 as the decisive test of all his 
thinking? It is his ultimate proposition — ^that with which he 
stops ; but there is no real ground for considering it the solvent 
of his doubts, difficulties, and worldly sentiments respecting the 
course of God’s providence and man’s duty. The true view 
seems to be, that the writer emerged into no settled conclusions 
by which all his scepticism and epicurean notions were effectually 
dissipated. He succeeded in suppressing them for a time. 
Whether he was fully satisfied with his ultimate statement is 
questionable. It was the best thing he could find amid his per- 
plexities; but it reached only a small way towards a solution 
of them. His mind became calmer and better by fixing upon 
it, without obtaining solid or permanent satisfaction. 

These remarks must not be understood as implying a denial of 
convictions on the part of Coheleth ; or of ideas that clung to 
him throughout. The divine judgment of man’s thoughts and 
actions was a conviction; not the conviction which consti- 
tuted the result that had been wrung out of painful and 
distressing struggles of mind. It was an idea entertained at 
the beginning of his perplexities, not the conclusion, in which 
all the threads of discussion united at last. It was a right and 
good conviction lodging in his breast, but not one of overwhelm- 
ing power to silence doubts at once and for ever. Hence it could 
only have been one element in a full solution of the problem. 
Indeed, it is only on Christian ground where life and immortality 
have been brought to light, that a solution can be found. 

Those who think that the WTiter believed in a future state of 
retribution, must be perplexed by the method of discussion pur- 
sued. Indeed their opinion is inconsistent with it. The doubts 
and difficulties of Coheleth would have been effectually removed 
by his belief in another life. In the course of the argument he 
could not have thrown off thoughts on various topics, which 
evidently gave him uneasiness, and even weakened his faith in 
retribution generally, if such had been the national creed. And 
why should we attribute belief in future retribution to Eccle- 
siastes, when no other canonical book of the Jews asserts it. 
Even the writer of Job could not arrive at it. The thing does 
not appear in the sacred literature of his nation. Nor is this 
surprising. Christianity has something better than Judaism to 
offer to the world. In fact, the book must have borne another 
complexion, if proceeding from one who had faith in the Chris- 
tian doctrine of rewards and punishments. Its recommenda- 
tions or practical inferences would have been different. Is it 
likely that the conclusion, “ Wherefore I perceive that there is 
nothing better than that a man should rejoice in his oun works; 
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for that is his portion^' (iiL 22), or the Bimilar inferences in 
iii 12, 13 ; v. 18-20 ; vii. 14 ; viii. 15 ; ix. 7-10, etc., came 
from such a man P In view of the vanity and shortness of life, 
could he not easily have attained to a higher standpoint ? Or 
could he have pursued such a method of solicitude, as he looked 
abroad on the world and connected it with God's moral govern- 
ment? The problem can only be discussed with anxiety on 
Jewish ground; and we are unable to see how it could be so 
discussed by a believer in a state of future recompense, with 
such recurring scepticism, repressed not silenced ; overpowered 
by faith yet still unremoved. 

It may serve to make these observations more apparent if we 
remark that the sentiments recommended in ii. 24 ; iii. 12 ; 
V. 17; viii. 15, but more theoretically than otherwise, are re- 
peated with the writer's full conviction at ix. 7. Yet the prin- 
ciple so enjoined has an epicurean tinge. It was never retracted. 
Coheleth evidently held it to the last. How Ilengstenberg can 
assert ix. 7-10 to be the sword of faith with which the writer 
scatters the doubts expressed in ix. 1-6, we are unable to per- 
ceive.^ The whole passage ix. 1-10 is in full harmony with 
itself. 


Einlcitung, p. 85. 
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I. TiTLE.—In the first verse, the Song of Solomon is styled 

a song of the songSy Le. according to the Hebrew 
usage, a most excellent song. The authorship is at the same time 
assigned to Solomon; the ^ prefixed to nbSl^ denoting the 
writer, as in many inscriptions of psalms. There is no reason 
for denying, with Weissbach,^ that S is synonymous with 
^ in the inscriptions of psalms, or with the genitive alone with- 
out S in the titles of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. And he errs in 
explaining it having relation to, the particular relation being left 
indefinite. In like manner it is only a mistake to understand 
by the title song of songs a collection of songs, with Kleuker ; or 
a chain of songs, as if should be pointed, with 

Velthusen and Paulus. 

II, Contents. — The story is simple. A rural maiden named 
the Shulamitc, who was harshly treated by her brothers, and 
had just espoused a young man with whom she had been 
acquainted from childhood, is carried into the royal tent of 
Solomon. The voluptuous monarch trie 3 to win her affection 
bv every means in his power; plies her with entreaties and 
blandishments ; loads her with praises ; and prefers her to all 
his women. But she cannot be induced to lend a favourable 
ear to his desires. Constant in her affection, she rejects the 
princely overtures, and is perpetually thinking of her beloved, 
declaring her ardent attaeWent to him, and earnestly wishing 
that she may return to him and the place where he is. After 
Solomon had tried in vain to alienate her affection from the 
shepherd, she is freed from the harem, and hastens to rejoin her 
beloved bridegroom in the country. 

The poem may be divided into six sections. 

1, Chap. i. ^ii. 7. — ^After the inscription, the Shulamite 

> Bits hohe Lied Salome’s eTklaert, u. s. w. pp. 104 , 105 
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appears in the royal tent in the country into which she had been 
carried, still clothed in her rustic robes, but thinking only of 
her absent shepherd-lover. The court ladies attendant on the 
king look curiously at her on account of the swarthy colour of 
her face ; but she informs them that it was caused by exposure 
to the sun ; for her brothers had obliged her to keep their vine- 
yards. Continuing her soliloquy after this, she asks her lover, 
as if she were already free, where she may find him. The ladies 
wondering at her foolishness derisively bid her go and feed her 
sheep (i. 1-8). Solomon now steps forward, praising her beauty 
and promising to adorn her with a beautiful chain (i. 9-11). 
But she praises her beloved, and is insensible to the monarch’s 
words. Overcome with grief and desire she then implores the 
women around her to grant her leisure to think of her friend 
(i. 12-14, Shulamite; 15, Solomon; 16, 17-ii. 1, Shulamite; 
ii. 2, Solomon ; ii. 3-7, Shulamite). 

2. ii. 8-iii. 5. — Here the place is not changed ; but the time 
is supposed to be considerably prior to that in ii. 7. The Shu- 
lamite refers to the occasion of her being first separated from 
her beloved who invited her out into the fields in the spring. 
The fifteenth verse gives the words of her brothers, which led to 
the separation ; not the isolated fragment of a drinking-song, 
as Magnus supposes. She consoles nerself, however, with the 
inseparableness of their hearts, bidding him hasten to her sido 
(ii. 8-17). 

The espoused one now relates a dream which she had respect- 
ing her lover, saying that she had sought but did not find him ; 
that she had risen up and gone through the streets (of Shunera) ; 
and when she met with the watchmen of the city and asked 
them if they had seen her beloved, they had hardly passed her 
by when she laid hold of him and took him to the house 
of her mother (iii. 1-5). 

3, iii. 6-v. 1. Solomon is now described returning to Jeru- 
salem from his royal castle in the coimtry, with great pomp and 
splendour. The people admire the magnificent palanquin in 
which the Shulamite is conveyed (iii. 6-11). Wishing to pro- 
cure her favour by his flatteries, the monarch praises her grace- 
fulness, and greatly desires to gain the love of one so beautiful 
(iv. 1-7). In iii. 6-11, spectators looking at the procession 
from the country, arc supposed to speak. Solomon is repre- 
sented as having all preparations made for his marriage. He 
is crowned, but she is not. He appears resolved to overcome 
her inclination. 

The language of iv. 1-7 is sufiteient to shew that Solomon is 
the speaker here, not the shepherd-lover. The latter, who is 
suddenly introduced^ assures her that he would attempt every- 
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thing to rescue her from her perilous position. He then praises 
her chastity, fidelity, and modesty ; emplo 3 dng the figure of an 
enclosed garden (iv. 8~16). 

The Shulamite replies in iv. 165. ; and the shepherd responds 
in V. 1, giving utterance to his delight in her charms. The 
poet addresses them both: — 

Eat, 0 fHends ! 

Brink, yea drink abundantly, 0 beloved. 

4. (v. 2~vi. 3). The Shulamite relates a dream ^he saw re- 
specting her shepherd to the court ladies. The purport of this 
was, that he came to her dwelling at night and asked her to let 
him in. At first she was reluctant to do so ; but when he put 
his hand through the window, and begged more earnestly that 
he might be admitted, she rose up and opened the door, but 
found him gone, and called him in vain. In seeking him, she 
met with the watchmen of the city, who wounded and shame- 
fully treated her. She then beseeches these ladies that if they 
found her friend, they would tell him how sick of love she was* 
When they ask what his attractions are more than those of an 
ordinary lover (v. 9), the Shulamite describes his personal ap- 
pearance and beauty. After the description, the daughters of 
Jerusalem inquire whither he is gone (vi. 1), professing their 
willingness to go with her to seek him out. She answers that 
he has gone to his garden ; and declares that their affection is 
mutual and inseparable. 

5. (vi. 4-viii. 4). Solomon now appears and addresses the 
Shulamite in flattering terms, affirming that he prefers her to 
all his wives and concubines. In vi. 10 he cites the encomium 
of the court ladies upon her. The Shulamite explains how she 
had fallen in with the royal cortege ; at the sight of which she 
was at first frightened, and hastened aw'ay, tiU by the advice of 
the court ladies she remained (vii. la.), and so came to be seen 
by the king, who tries to induce her to love him, and therefore 
celebrates her beauty (vi. 4-vii. 9). 

The Shulamite declaring that she is wholly devoted to her 
bridegroom, and so shewing that she steadfastly resists all the arts 
of Solomon, speaks to her shepherd as if she were already free, 
inviting him to go to the country with her and eiyoy the plea- 
sures of life there. She wishes that he were a brother to her, 
that she might manifest her attachment to him in public, intro- 
du^^ him into her mother’s house, and give him the most 
delicious drinks. Then, exhausted with the strength of her 
affection, she wishes for the presence and embraces oi her lover, 
and beseeches the court ladies not to attempt to turn away her 
affection from him (vii. lO-viii. 4), 
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6. (viii. 6-14). The shepherd is supposed to htwre been at 
the palace ; and Solomon, finding her proof against his allure^ 
ments, had set her free. In company with the bridegroom she 
returns to her native place, and visits the apple trees where they 
had first pledged their vows. Speaking of her virtue and inno- 
cence as things invincible to temptation, she reminds her brothers 
of what they had said about her preserving or losing her chastity 
before she was marriageable. In alluding to her temptations, 
she says, that though Solomon was a very rich man, having a 
most valuable vineyard, yet that she despisod all his possessions, 
content to preserve her innocence. In conclusion, the shepherd 
with his companions requests of her a song. With this she 
complies, as she sits in her garden invisible, and repeats the 
words she had already sung (ii. 17) : — 

Make haste, my beloved ; 

And be thou like to a roc, or to a young hart, 

Upon tlic mountains of spices. 

The mountains of separation exist no longer: mountains, fra- 
grant with spices, take their place. 

III. Speakers. — There is considerable difficulty in determi- 
ning the speakers throughout, because they are not marked by 
the poet. Hence the diversity of opinion on the point. The 
diction and context arc the best guides, the former being suited 
to the character whence it is supposed to proceed. Solomon 
speaks in a more ornate strain than the Shulaiuite or her shep- 
herd. This is but natural. 

1. There is the Shulamitc, whoso name appears but once, 
vii. 1. She was from SUuIcm, a place which has been identified 
with the modern village of Solara, at tlie west end of little 
Hermon. A more usual form of the word is Shiinem, a city in 
the tribe of Issachar (Josh, xix 18), on the way from Gilgal to 
Carmel, not far from Gilboa. Eusebius speaks of a place Sulem, 
five Homan miles south of mount Tabor.' On account of tho 
article prefixed, it is better to take the word as a Gentile name, 
than with the Vulgate pacifica, peaceful, which Hengstenberg 
and others follow. There is no foundation for saying with some, 
that the names Solomon and Shulamith are as significant, and 
related one to another, as John Bunyan’s Christian and Chris- 
tiana. The Shulamite calls her shepherd , and 

She never addresses Solomon present; once she does so 
in his absence (viii. 12). 

2. The shepherd espoused to the Shulamite. He calls his 
beloved 1 

* See Mcier*0 daa Hohelied in deutscher Uebersetzimg, Erklamng, u. «. w. p. 148. 
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3. Solomon who praises the Shulamite. He calls her 

4. Thie court ladies or daughters of Jerusalem. When they 

address the Shulamite they call her HSjn . 

5. Brothers of the Shulamite speak in viii. 8, 9, and probably 
elsewhere. 

6. Others are also introduced speaking, as in iii. 6-11. They 
are spectators at Jerusalem. 

It has been thought by some that Solomon is depicted as a 
bridegroom in iii. 6— v. 1. In that case he enters into Jerusalem 
in royal pomp, adorned with a nuptial garland. His marriage 
with one of the daughters of Jerusalem may be described; as 
Hitzig and others suppose. We believe, however, that Solomon 
is set forth in the passage riding in royal state, in a gorgeous 
palanquin, along with the Shulamite, and having on his head 
the same nuptial crown he wore on the occasion of his marriage 
with Pharaoh's daughter. Thus he approaches Jerusalem, sur- 
rounded by his guards, and dressed in royal fashion, for the 
purpose of winning and espousing the country maiden. The 
king is not depicted as a bridegroom, but he who styles the 
Shulamite j spouse, t.c. the devoted shepherd. Hitzig also 
lays some stress on the phrase daughter of a prince^ 

which he thinks inapplicable to the Shulamite, and applies in 
consequence to a concubine of princely descent. This is an 
unnecessary inference. The phrase means mhk daughter in refer- 
ence to her noble disposition, not her high position. This is 
the only sense suited to the context, as Hengstenberg justly 
remarks.^ 

IV. Character of the Speeches. — The genius and charac- 
ter of Solomon’s addresses are very different from those put 
into the mouth of the shepherd Those of the monarch are full 
of alluring words devoid of sincerity and true tenderness. 
There is an artificiality about them, shewing that they do not 
proceed from the heart. Occasionally they border upon the 
indecorous and improper. His figures are often far-fetched. 
This is exemplified in vii. 1-5 : 

How beautiful are thy feet in sandals, 

0 princely daughter ! 

The circuits of thy hips are like a nock ornament, 

The work of a skilful artificer. 

Thy navel is a round goblet. 

Let not spiced wine be wanting in it. 

Thy belly is an heap of wheat, 

Set about with lilies. 


^ Das Hohelied Salomonis, p. 184. 
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breasts are like the yonng rocs, 

Twms of a gazelle. 

Thy neck is as a tower of ivory ; 

Thine eyes are as the fish pools in Heshbon, 

By the gate of Bath-rabbim. 

Tny nose is as the tower of Lebanon, 

Which looketh toward Damascus. 

Thine head upon thee is like Carmel, 

And the hair of thine head like purple. 

The king is captivated by the locks. 

On the other hand, the addresses of the shepherd hear the 
marks of ingenuous and rustic simplicity. They breathe the 
feelings of a pure mind, faithful in its love and innocent in its 
purposes. For example, iv. 8—16: 

With me from Lebanon, my betrothed, 

With me thou shalt come from Lebanon ; 

Tliou shalt look from the heights of Amana, 

From the top of Shenir and Ilermon ; 

From the lions’ dens, 

From the mountains of leopards. 

Thou hast put heart into me, 

My sister, my espoused ; 

Thou hast piit heart into me, 

With one of thine eyes, 

With one chain of thy neck. 

How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse. 

How sweet is thv love above wine ! 

And the smell of thine ointments above all spices. 

Thy lips, 0 my betrothed, drop honey ; 

Honey and milk arc under thy tongue, 

And the smell of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon. 

An enclosed garden art thou, my sister, my betrothed, 

An enclosed garden, a sealed fountain. 

Thy plants arc a paradise of pomegranates, 

With pleasant fruits, 

Cypresses and nards, 
liiards and crocus. 

Calamus and cinnamon ; 

With all trees of frankincense, 

Myrrh and aloes ; 

With all the chief spices. 

A garden spring, 

A well of living waters, 

And streams from Lebanon. 

V. Modes of interpretation. — Few books in tbe Bible have 
given rise to such a variety of interpretation as the Canticles. 
We may reduce the different modes of explanation to three. 

1. The allegorical or mystical. The supporters of this method 
differ in sentiment thus : 

(a) Some say that Christ is the principal subject. He is 
the lover or Bridegroom. The beloved or bride is the entire 
Christian church in the view of some ; each individual Christian 
soul in that of others. Many, however, combine those modiffca- 
tions. 
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(b) Kindred to the last opinion is that which regards the 
song as a prophetic delineation of the fortunes of the Christian 
church. This is a sort of prophetic-allegorical method of ex- 
planation, adopted by Cyprian. 

(c) Others say that the relation of Jehovah to the Jewish 
people is the subject; either the love of Jehovah towards the 
church of Israel, or a figurative picture of Israel’s history from 
the exodus till the final redemption. 

These two opinions touch one another according to those who 
suppose that the Jehovah, whose love to his ancient people is 
described, is none other than Christ who has revealed the glory 
of God to mankind in all times, and offered himself a sacrifice 
for their sins. The church of the Old Testament and that of 
the New stand therefore in the same general relation to Christ. 

2. A class of interpreters explain the poem tyjpioally. They 
abide by the literal interpretation, but assign to it a spirituw 
sense. This presupposes a historical occurrence or actual fact 
to have happened ; which the poet employs in a typical way, to 
set forth an idea or recommend a spiritual relation. Those who 
advocate the typical sense generally assume that Solomon’s 
marriage with Pharaoh’s daughter, or with some other, is the 
historical basis employed to depict the love of God or of Christ 
to the church. Among the advocates of this view may be men- 
tioned Lowth, Hofmann, Delitzsch, and Naegelsbach. But it is 
very improbable that a real event is described in the poem ; and 
Solomon’s marriage is certainly not the subject. The leading 
idea of the poem is not marriage. The matrimonial relation is 
kept in the back ground ; whereas it should be prominent, 
according to this view. Weissbach has shewn that the love- 
relation of Solomon sot forth in the poem is no actual thing but 
rather an ideal picture.^ 

It is obvious that there is no distinct line of demarcation 
between the typical and allegorical mode of interpretation. The 
boundaries of the two are indefinite. 

3. Another class of interpreters suppose the book to contain 
throughout a description of earthly love. Here again there is a 
variety of modifications. Wedded love is represented say some, 
and so the book is a defence of monogamy ; chaste, antenuptial 
love, say others. 

^ We snail first refer to that form of the allegorical interpreta- 
tion which has been current in the Christian church since the 
time of Origen, viz., that Christ is the principal subject. 

It is an insuperable objection to such an hypothesis that it 
tears away the poem from all historical connexions. It has then 


^ Dag Hohe liad Salomo's crklart a. b. w. § 9, p. 66 et seqq. 
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no special reference to the Old Testament times. Describing 
prophetically the love between Christ and his church under the 
New Testament dispensation, the Jewish character of the book 
is ignored, and it becomes to all intents a Christian production. 
The view in question strips it of all real association with the 
Old dispensation ; a proceeding so unusual and arbitrary as to 
ensure its rejection. No work of the Old Testament is so com- 
pletely projected into the Christian dispensation as to lose con- 
nexion with the times and circumstances in which it originated. 
Besides, the ideas of Christ both in and immediately after the 
Solomonic age were entirely different from what are said to be 
presented here. The Jews had no conception of a personal Mes- 
siah so early. Their notions were vague and indefinite respecting 
a future age of prosperity to the nation. They were perhaps con- 
nected loosely with some future king of David's family. They 
had not then been concentrated on a person, the Messiah. Hence 
Solomon could not personify the Messiah. The development of 
the Messianic idea W'as far from being in a state to allow of that. 
The most exalted Jew could not have had any conception of the 
New Testament Messiah loving and living for his people. 

We must therefore dismiss this phase of the allegorical inter- 
pretation as inadmissible. Solomon does not represent the 
Messiah loving his bride, the church. 

The most plausible form of the mystical exposition is that 
which assumes the relation of Jehovah to the Jewish people. 
This relation is exhibited in figurative language borrowed 
from that of a bridegroom to his bride, of a husband to his 
wife. 

The following arguments may be stated against the explana- 
tion in question : 

1. The work contains no intimation of such sense. It 
should not therefore be adopted. As the warrant is w’anting, 
the thing ought not to be assumed. In all similar cases there 
is something to suggest the allegorical, and so prevent the 
expositor from resting in the literal alone. But here a hidden 
meaning is neither expressly stated nor obscurely hinted. The 
absence of such key fully justifies the rejection of a mystical 
sense. It has been said indeed, that a divine key to the alle- 
gory is found in i. 4 : ** the upright love thee;*' out the word 
translated upright is taken adverbially, meaning justly or de-^ 
servcdly\ and the subject to the verb is tlie virgins, as in the 
third verse. 

It is hardly necessary to prove that there is always an intima- 
tion of the allegorical sense where it is intended. It has been 
afiirmed that the eightieth psalm contains no such key. But 
surely the heathen in the eighth verse, and the expressions man 
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of thy right hand and son of man in the seventeenth, shew what 
the vine brought out of Egypt signifies. Israel, is the man of 
Jehovah^ 8 right Jiandy and the son of man^ rescued from the grasp 
of the heathen. 

2. There is no adequate ground for an allegorical interpretar 
tion of the poem in any other part of Scripture, whether Messiah 
or Jehovah be considered the subject. It is frequently argued that 
the forty-fifth psalm authorises us to interpret it spiritually, be- 
cause the psalm in question is supposed to describe the mutual love 
of Messiah and his people. But there is no reason for thinking 
that the forty-fifth psalm refers to Messiah. A single verse of 
it has been accommodated to Christ by the writer of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews. That is all. The king depicted is not Messiah, 
and his love to the church ; but some Jewish king on the occa- 
sion of his marriage. No good interpreter now applies the ode 
to Messiah. Hence the assumed analogy to the poem before us 
utterly fails. The same may be said of the seventy-second 
psalm, which has no relation to Christ, as we have shewn else- 
where. 

3. Again, the relation of Jehovah to Israel under the figure of 
marriage does not appear in the Pentateuch. Israel is not there a 
virgin beloved of God. Such personification first occurs in Amos v. 
2. In Isaiah wo meet with the figure of Jehovah’s love for Israel 
like that of a bridegroom to his bride, but not earlier (Ixi. 10). 
It may be admitted that a feeble germ of the figurative relation 
is contained in the Pentateuch where idolatry and apostasy from 
God generally are termed u'horedom; but it is wholly unde- 
veloped even there. And if that be so, the Song cannot exhibit 
the figure in such a form. When it is recollected that the Pen- 
tateuch was not of earlier origin than the poem before us, this 
argument becomes weighty. It is undeniable that the relation 
between Jehovah and Israel does not appear in any book prior 
to this. Is it conceivable then that it would be presented 
at first in a fully developed form ? Would it have been drawn 
out into minuteness at the very commencement of its use ? If 
so, it were contrary to analogy. There is always due prepara- 
tion for such a thing, 

4. Jehovah’s relation to the Jewish nation is described under 
the figure of a marriage. But here the subject is different. 
The poem does not describe the marriage relation. It pourtrays 
the purity and fidelity of a virtuous, newly-married maiden. 
True love, pure, innocent, and faithful, exposed to the most 
dazzling temptations yet resisting them all, is the theme. 
Hence those who build an allegorical explanation on the ground 
of descriptions setting forth the covenant relation of Jehovah to 
his people under the figure of marriage, rest on a false founda- 
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tion. The word rendered apome in onr version, is properly 
so translated. It has but two senses, viz., hride and daughter- 
in-law^ Mr. Ginsburg is mistaken in supposing that it only 
means hetrothedy Le,, a female under an engagement to marry } 
It denotes a newly-married woman, as the Shulamite was. The 
shepherd was not only the lover, but the married lover of his 
shepherdess. Solomon docs not use the word, but the shepherd- 
bridegroom, who is the only proper person to employ it. 

5. Various parts of the poem are equally unbecoming and 
irreverent on the hypothesis of their being spoken by Jehovah 
to Israel. 

Pebold, thou art fair, my lore ; 

Behold, tliou art fair ; 

Thou hast doves* eyes within thy locks ; 

Thy hair is as a flock of goats 
That appear from mount Gilead. 

Thy teeth arc like a .shorn flock of sheep 
Which came up from the washing. 

All are paired, 

And none among them is bereaved. 

Like a braid of scarlet are thy lips, 

And thy mouth-work is lovely. 

Thy cheeks Indiind thy veil 
Are like a piece of u pomegranate. 

Thy neck is like David’s tower, 

Built for the bulwark of entrances ; 

A thousand shields hang upon it. 

All shiolds of heroes. 

Thy two breasts are like two young fawns, 

Twins of a gazelle feeding among lilies (iv. 1-5). 

And 

How beautiful arc thy feet in sandals, 

0 princely daughter ! 

The circuits of thy hips, etc. (vii. 1-9). 

In like manner the following language in the mouth of the 
church k unsuitable and indecorous as ai)plied to Jehovah. 

His head is as the most fine gold ; 

His locks are bushy and black as a raven. 

His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, 

Washed with milk and fitly set. 

His cheeks are a.s a bed of spice.s, as sweet flowers ; 

His lips like lilies, dropping svceet-sraelling myrrh. 

His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl ; 

His belly is as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires ; 

His legs arc as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine gold. 

His countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars. 

His mouth is most sweet, yea he is altogether lovely. — (v, 11-16), 

All words of this nature coming from Jehovah to Israel, or 
from the latter to the former, are out of place, extravagant, and 

* The Song of Songs translated from the original Hebrew with a commentary, eto. 
p. 158. 
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absurd. The length to which some interpreters will go in deny- 
ing the natural is most manifest from Stowe’s clumsy attempt to 
shew that the passage just quoted has reference to the dress, not 
the skin ! Thus when we read his head is as the most fine 
gold,” the gold-coloured turban is intended; and when it is 
said, ** his belly is as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires,” the 
snow-white robe and girdle set full of jewels are specified. The 
critic does not inform us what particular part of the dress is 
described by “ the legs like pillars of marble, set upon sockets 
of fine gold.”^ Consistently with the same absurd principle, 
the description of the body in the seventh chapter seems to be 
regarded by others. Is it possible that the navel, thighs, and 
belly can be disposed of with the remark that the dress of these 
parts is referred to ? 

The navel is like a round f^oblet which wanteth not liquor ; 

Thy belly is like an heap of wheat, set about with lilies. 

Is it thus the divine Bridegroom addresses his spouse the 
church ? Does he praise redeemed sinners, saying to them, 

Behold, thou art fair, my love, behold, thou art fair, thou hast 
doves’ eyes within thy locks.” ** Thou hast ravished my heart, 
my sister, my spouse : thou hast ravished my heart with one of 
thy eyes, with one chain of thy neck. IIow fair is thy love, my 
sister, my spouse ! how much better is thy love than wine ; and 
the smell of thine ointments than all spices ? ” Docs he say to 
the church, ** Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my 
undefiled : for my head is filled with dew, and my locks with 
the drops of the night?” the interpretation of which let us hear 
from one of the allcgorisers, Matthew Henry : “He pleads 
distress and begs to bo admitted sub forma pauperis — under the 
character of a poor traveller that wants a lodging ; ‘ My head is 
wet with the dew, with the cold drops of the night ; consider 
what hardships I have undergone to merit thee, which surely 
may merit from thee so small a kindness as this.’ When 
Christ was crowned with thorns, which, no doubt, fetched blood 
from his blessed head, then was his head toet with the dew; 
' consider what a grief it is to me to be thus unkindly used, as 
much as it would be to a tender husband to be kept out of doors 
by his wife in a rainy stormy night.’” 

Again, is not this a strange way of the church’s expressing 
her passionate desire of a stricter union with God ? “ Oh that 

thou wert as my brother that sucked the breasts of my mother ; 
when I should find thee out, I would kiss thee, yea, I should not 
be despised.” 


* See the American Biblical Bopository for April, 18i7. 
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*‘The churcli,” says Poole, ‘‘here expresseth her passionate 
desire of a stricter union with and closer communion with Christ 
than she had attained. And in particular, these may be the 
breathings of the ancient Jewish church after Christ’s incarna- 
tion, whereby he was to be their brother (Rom. viii. 29 ; Heb» 
ii. 11, 12) and a sucking infant/’ 

“ My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door ; ” very 
peculiar words to be applied by the church to Jehovah or 
Christ ; yet they are so, meaning according to M. Henry : 
“ When Christ has wrought powerfully upon a soul, he leaves a 
blessed sweetness in it, which is delightful to it ; with this he 
oiled the lock to make it go easy.” 

6. The imagery of love is here drawn out into minute details 
of personal parts and properties repugnant to a devout Jewish 
mind, and more to a western one, if the Supreme Being and 
his love to Israel be the theme. The individualising of the 
book in relation to the affections and emotions of Jehovah, 
exceeds anything found in the Old Testament. Had the poem 
dealt more in generals, the claim to an allegorical sense would 
have been more probable, because in greater proximity to like 
images elsewhere ; but taste, propriety, and scripture analogy 
are violated by the tedious circumstantiality with w^hich the one 
idea is unfolded, viz., that God loves his church and is loved by 
it. To do this, it is surely unnecessary to give a particular 
description of the bodily limbs and features. God is a Spirit. 
There is anthropomorphism in the Scriptures. Passions, in 
which even human frailty and imperfection appear, are ascribed 
to the Supreme. But here the imagery exceeds in grossness 
anything that is written elsewhere. So sensuous is it at times, 
as even to border on the indelicate (viii. 1-3). The words put 
into the mouth of Jehovah grate harshly on the ear and heart 
of the spiritually-minded. Surely the figures would have an 
injurious effect on the oriental mind, if it was thought that they 
describe the communion existing between God and the churen. 
The warm imagination and sensuous emotions of the easterns 
could hardly be benefited by the book, did it depict the love of 
God as pure love between the sexes. This seems to have been felt 
by the Jews when they forbade its perusal by persons under thirty 
years of age. Even with our cold western temperament, it is 
difficult for Christians generally to road it with profit. Hence 
M. Henry says, that when we apply ourselves to the study of 
it we must even forget we have bodies. A hard thing to do, as 
long as we are in tlie body. The book is commonly neglected. 
It is neither preached from in the pulpit, nor read in the family 
for devotional purposes. Curiosity usually leads to its private 
perusal. It is generally avoided. Stuart asserts that it is ** the 
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better and safer course to place the Canticles, as the Jews did, 
among the or books withdrawn from ordinary use, and 

betake ourselves rather to the Psalms, and the Proverbs, and 
the prophets, and the New Testament/’^ Why so, if it ex- 
presses, as he says it does, “ the warm and earnest desire of the 
soul after God ? The Jews, on the contrary, apprehended some 
danger from it to the youthful mind. Why should a book have 
been given by God to the people of Israel for their spiritual 
good, if it could not be read generally without such a restriction ? 
As far as many were concerned, it might as well not have been 
written, because they died before the age of thirty. The poem ^ 
is more liable to do harm to an oriental than to an occidental 
mind ; and therefore we infer that it was not meant to have a 
mystical meaning. 

7. The work makes no mention of Jehovah, His dominion, 
laws, sanctuary, or worship. It includes no lessons of faith, 
obedience, and piety towards god, or duty towards man. 

8. The total silence of our Lord and his apostles respecting it 
seems to authorise the idea that it was little regarded by the 
Jews of Palestine, and that the great Teacher, as well as his 
disciples, had no desire to rescue it from obscurity. 

Notwithstanding this obvious fact, Ilengstenberg asserts that 
the highest of aU authorities, that of our Lord and his apostles, 
speaks in favour of the allegorical interpretation. He quotes 
these places : Matt. vi. 28-30 ; comp. Song ii. 1. Matt. xiii. 25 ; 
xxiv. 42; comp, v, 2. Matt. xxi. 33, etc.; comp. viii. 11. 
Luke xii. 35-37 ; comp. v. 3. Luke xiii. 31, 32 ; comp. ii. 15. 
John vi. 44 ; comp. i. 4. John \ii, 33, 34; comp. v. 6. John 
xxi. 16 ; comp. i. 8. So this critic supposes that when Christ 
called Herod a fox^ he referred to the passage in the Song where 
we read, Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the 
vines ! ” He also bids the reader compare Matt. xxvi. 6-13, 
Mark xiv. 3, John xii. 3, Luke vii. 38, with Song i. 12 ; John 
ii. 1-11, with Song ii. 4; John hi. 26, with Song h. 8; and 
Ephes. V. 27, with Song iv. 7.‘^ 

9. There are some traces in the Mishnah of doubts having 
been entertained among the Jews regarding the canonicity oi 
the book, notwithstanding R. Akiba’s assertion that no Israelite 
ever disputed it.^ R. Jose saith, Ecclesiastes “does not make 
the hands unclean, but the Canticles are subject to a dis- 
pute.’* The treatise Pirke Ahoth refers to similar doubts. 

10. Both Origen and Jerome affirm that the Jews forbad any 
one to read the book till he was thirty years of age, a restriction 

^ On the Canon of the Old Testament, p. 355 ed. Davidson. 

* Das Hoholied Salomonis ausgolegt, pp. 263, 254. 

B Mishna Yadaim, iii. 5. 
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approved by those fathers. This prohibition extended to the 
beginning and end of Ezekiel, and the first part of Genesis, but 
for a different reason, the difficulty of understanding them; while 
in the case of the Canticles, moral danger led to the restriction. 
If a spiritual meaning was attached to the book, the reason of 
the prohibition is not very evident. The very fact of a mystical 
sense being the only and true one, so far from being a drawback 
to the perusal of the poem, would bo an encouragement to it. 
To excite the warm and earnest desire of the soul after God 
is an object which the mystical sense would directly favour; 
whereas the mere amatory character would be liable to abuse. 

* The restiiction is in harmony with the latter, rather than the 
former. 

The arguments of the allegoriscrs and tj'pe- finders do not 
appear sufficient to invalidate the force of those now given. 
They are principally the following : 

1. The oldest interpretation seems to have been the alle- 
gorical one. The Jews wffio received the book into the canon 
attached a spiritual meaning to it, else tliey would not have 
dignified it wdth such a position. It owes its place to its sup- 
posed mystical import. 

This seems probable enough, for it agrees with what R. Azaria 
(in Meor Enayimj says. It is also favoured by the fact, that the 
first and most important place is given to the song among the 
five Megilloth; though the Lamentations of Jeremiah the pro- 
phet belong to the division in question. The Chaldee and Syriac 
interpreters seem to have followed the view of the men who 
received the book into the sacred collection. But though the 
Jewish compilers of the holy books, and the old translators 
regarded the Song as allegorical, we nc(^d not follow their senti- 
ments. They were not infallible. Surely we arc as able to 
judge of the interpretation of the w'ork as the}^ were. Hahn 
supposes that we are not ; * and assumes a certain principle by 
which the compilers of the Canon were guided, viz., the imme- 
diate connection of a book with the development of God's king- 
dom under the Old Testament, But conjecture is not argument. 
Whether the collectors of the canonical books had any fixed 
principles for judging their canonicity is uncertain. We believe 
that the person or persons who first placed the Song in the 
canon, took it for the production of king Solomon, agreeably to 
the title. And the national Hebrew opinion was, that he was 
an inspired man. Faith in the inspiration of the writer had 
more to do with the reception of his work into the Canon, than 
its religious contents; though they were not overlooked. Nor 
can we refrain from comparing the Song with the book of Esther 
^ Das hohe Lied tou Salomo, pp. 7, 8. 
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or Ecclesiastes in its relation to tlie development of the Divine 
kingdom — a kingdom which consists esHentially in righteousness 
and purity — ^and putting its tendency in that respect as high as 
theirs. 

The Septuagint translator of Canticles understood it in an 
allegorical sense. So Xeil after Magnus asserts^ adducing as 
proof vi. 8, where the rendering is awb ap'xfj^ Trlaremf instead 
of the Hebrew from the top of Amana, It is not imcopu^on for \ 
the Greek translators to mistake proper names for appellatives, i 
Ihere is no good reason for saying that the version m question 
took the Song in an allegorical sense ; though Magnus adduces 
the fact of Egypt being the seat of allegory, and the spirit of 
the time, as favourable to such a mode of explanation.^ Evidence 
of the mystical sense would have been more apparent^ had the 
Greek translators followed it. 

Jesus Sirach has also been supposed by Keil to furnish proof 
of his allegorical interpretation of the Song, in xlvii. 17, where 
we read of Solomon, Countries marvelled at thee for thy songs, 
and proverbs, and parables, and interpretations.’* Here it is 
said that all the writings of Solomon are mentioned ; and there- 
fore the allegorical interpretation of the Song is implied. It is 
evident, however, that the words do not refer to the writings 
of Solomon in the Canon, because ipfiijpelac, interpretations of 
enigmas are not given there. The allusion is to the historical 
narrative in Kings, as Ilengstenberg has remarked.^ So too the 
fifteenth verse alludes to 1 Kings x. 24. 

The Wisdom of Solomon also implies the mystical sense of 
Canticles. So RosenmuUer and Delitzsch assert, relying upon 
viii. 2, where Solomon addresses wisdom: “I loved her, and 
sought hefr out from my youth, I desired to make her my spouse, 
and I was a lover of her beauty.” The resemblance is merely 
accidental between the two brides. 

Josephus^ understood the Canticles in an allegorical sense. 
So Hengstenberg asserts, because Josephus arranges the Old 
Testament books so as to put the Song among the prophets. 
But it is by no means certain that he put it there. More pro- 
bably did he arrange it with the three containing hymns to 
God and principles of life for men, viz., Psalms, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes. 

In the Talmud we find proof that the J ews in the early cen- 
turies of the Christian era took it in a mystical sense. Thus 
R. Akiba says, “ The whole history of the world does not offer 
an epoch equal to the day on which Canticles were given to 
Israel, for all the Hagiographa are holy, but the Canticles are 

Eritischo Bearbeitung nnd Erklaruag dos hohen Liedes Salomo’s. p. 25. 

* Das hohelied, u. s. w., p. 254. ^ Contra Apiou. i. 8. 
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most holy.**^ In accordance with this authority, various pas- 
sa^ are quoted and explained in the Talmud allegorically. 

The TarMm or Chaldee paraphrase regards the poem as a 
figurative description of God’s gracious conduct towards the 
Jews in delivering them from Egyptian bondage, and conferring 
sin^ar favours upon them till the coming of the Messiah. 

Among Christians, Origen was probably the first who ex- 
plained the Song allegorically. He terms the poem an epitha- 
lamium or nuptial song, and assumes a spiritual sense, accord- 
ing to which the union of a soul, or of the church with the 
Word of God, the divine bridegroom, is set forth. Jerome says 
that Origen wrote ten volumes of commentaries on the poem, 
containing twenty thousand verses ; and observes, in an epistle 
to Pammachius and Occanus, that whereas in his other works 
Origen had excelled all others, in that on Canticles he sur- 
passed himself. Athanasius, Gregory Nysscne, Jerome, Augus- 
tine, and most of the fathers took the same view. It has always 
prevailed among Christians. AVTiatevcr weight bo attached to 
the argument in favour of the mystical sense borrowed from 
antiquity, we must be guided by other considerations in coming 
to a safe conclusion. 

2. On the supposition of its being an ordinary love song all 
propriety is Auolatcd. The poem abounds with praises of the 
lover’s person from the lips of the beloved one, and with dis- 
praises of herself. It invites other females to love him, speaks 
of him as her brother and of her as his sister, She says of her- 
self, ‘‘ I am black, but comely.” In short, the longer part of 
the Song is occupied with the praises of the bridegroom, to 
whom his bride is a mere foil. 

These remarks are of little weight, because they proceed on 
a total misapprehension of the true meaning, as well as of 
the lover’s relation to the beloved maiden. The situation in 
which the female is placed justifies her praises of the faithful 
shepherd she had esjK)used. On the other hand, the encomiums 
heaped upon her are natural in the mouths of the persons from 
whom they proceed. If it ho recollected that the language is 
poetical, no monstrous violation of propriety will appear. The 
work is an Oriental poem ; and the diction should therefore not 
be taken as prose. It is the offspring of a luxuriant imagina- 
tion tinged with the voluptuousness cnaractcristic of the eastern 
mind. There love is warm and passionate, even while pure. 
It deals in colours and images winch seem extravagant to the 
colder ideas of the west. Ilence it is unreasonable to argue 
against the application of the Song to human love on the tacit 
ground of its being western prose. The descriptions of poetry 

* Yadaim, iii. 6 . 
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always imply flights of fancy ; those of eastern poetry particu- 
larly so. 

3. From a remote antiquity it has been usual among oriental 
nations to teach religious doctrines, and inculcate devotional 
sentiments, under the disguise of amatory and drinking songs. 
This is the case with the songs of Hafiz, a Persian poet of the 
fourteenth century. The love-poems Nisamis, Leila and Mejnun, 
Jussuf and Suleicha, have been explained allegorically by the 
commentators. This habit of expressing the intercourse of the 
soul with God in productions of apparently an amatory nature, 
which prevailed extensively among the Persians, Turks, Arabians, 
and Hindoos, has been copiously explained by -Lane, who was 
present at some of the religious exercises of the Mohammedan 
dervishes in Cairo. ** The darweesh,'* says Lane, pointed out 
the following poem as one of those most common at zikrs, and 
as one which was sung at the zikr, which I have begun to 
describe. I translate it, verse for verse; and imitate the 
measure and system of the original, with this difference only, 
tliat the first, third, and fifth lines of each stanza rhjTnc with 
each other in the original, but not in my translation : — 

With love my heart is troubled ; 

And mine cyc-lid hindreth sleep : 

ISfy ' itals are dissever’d ; 

M’liile with streaminp: tears I weep. 

My union seems far distant . 

Will my love e’er meet mine eye ? 

Ala.s 1 I)id not e.stran"emcnt 
Draw my t^ears, I would not sigh. 

Bv dreary nights I’m wasted : 

Ahsence makes my hope expire : 

]My tears like pearls are dropping ; 

And my heart is wrapt in lire. 

Whose is like ray condition ? 

Scare ely know 1 remedy. 

Alas ! Did not estrangement 
Draw my tears, I u ould not sigh. 

0 turtle-dove ! acquaint me 
Wlierclbre thus dost thou lament'? 

Art thou so stung by absence ? 

Of thy wings depriv’d and pent ? 

Ho saith, “Our griefs are equal : 

W orn away with love, I lie. 

Alas! Did not estrangement 
Draw ray tears, I would not sigh. 

“ 0 First, and sole eternal. 

Show tliy favour yet to me : 

Thy slave, Ahmaa El-Bekree, 

Hath no Ix)rd, excepting thee. 

By Th-hh the Great IVophet ! 

Do thou not his wish deny. 

Alas ! Did not estrangement 
Draw my tears, I would not sigh." 
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I must translate a few more lines, to show more strongly the 
similarity of these songs to that of {^lomon ; and lest it shonld 
be thought that I hare varied the expressions, I shall not 
attempt to render them into verse. In the same collection of 
poems sung at zikrs is one which begins with these lines : — 

“ 0 gazelle, from among the gazelles of El-Yemen ! 

I am thy slave without cost ; 

. 0 thou small of age, and fresh of skin ! 

0 thou who art scarce past the time of drinking milk ! ” 

“In the first of these verses wo have a comparison exactly 
agreeing with that in the concluding verse of Solomon’s Song ; 
for the word, which in our Bible is translated a “ roe,” is used 
in Arabic as synonymous with “ ghazal” (or a gazelle) ; and the 
mountains of *E1- Yemen are “the mountains of spices.” This 
poem ends with the following lines : — 

“The phantom of thy form visited me in my slumber : 

I said, ‘ O phantom of slumber I who sent thee 
lie said, * He sent me whom thou kiiowcst ; 

He whose love oeeupies thee.’ 

Tlic bclovcnl of my heart visited me in the darkness of night ; 

I stood, to shew him honour, until he sat down. 

I said, * 0 thou my petition, and all mv desire ! 

Hast thou come at midnight, and not fi ari^d the watchmen } 
lie said to mo, * I feared ; hut, however, love 
Had taken from me my soul and my breath.’*' 

“ Compare the above with the second and five following verses 
of the firth chapter of Solomon’s Song. Finding that songs of 
this description arc extremely numerous ; and almost the only 
poems sung at zikrs ; that they are composed for this purpose, 
and intended only to have a spiritual sense, (though certainly 
not understood in such a sense by the generality of the vulgar) ; 
I cannot entertain any doubt as to the design of Solomon’s 
Song. The specimens which I have just given of the religious 
love-songs of the Muslims have not been selected in preference 
to others as most agreeing with that pf Solomon, but as being 
in frequent use ; and the former of the two as having been sung 
at the zikr which I have begun to describe.”^ 

That the poets of Hindostan indulged in similar compositions 
is shewn by a reference to the Gita-govinda, the production of 
a famous Hindoo writer named Jayadeva. This is a mystical 
poem intended to celebrate the loves of Crishna and HMhH, or 
the reciprocal attraction between the divine goodness and the 
human souL It may be found in the third volume of the 
Asiatic Researches ; or at the end of Dr. A. Clarke’s Commen- 
tary on the Canticles. 

^ Accotmt of the llaxmers and Customs of the Modem Egyptians, vol. ii. p, 215 
et seqq. 
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Plaxifdble as these analogies seem, they do not support the 
conclusion for which they are adduced, in the first specimen 
the Supreme Being is directly introduced; a fact which marks it 
at once as religious, under the garb of love. The second speci- 
men is an extract. If the Almighty is not brought into any 
part of it, we need not infer that the writer intended it for a 
devotional h 3 nnn, because the Mohammedans sung it as such. 
Thdr application and tlie original scope of it may be quite dif- 
ferent. 

The Hindoo poem, Gita-govinda, is an idyllic opera belonging 
to the eleventh or twelfth century of the Christian era, celebrat- 
ing the love of Crishna to the shepherdesses^ the separation 
ansing therefrom, and final reconciliation with his beloved 
B4dha. The piece is sensuous and extravagant, having no 
religious bearing, though now interpreted mystically. It is 
difficult to judge of the pantheistic poems of the Sufis, and 
especially of Hafiz. Did these mystic poets themselves convey 
nothing more than a literal sense in their songs; or did they 
veil an allegorical and mystic one beneath the literal and 
sensuous ? When the commentators discover another than the 
literal meaning, do they find what the poets themselves did not 
mean ? We are inclined to adopt the opinion of those who 
believe that the poets in question, whenever they appear to con- 
vey a secret sense, employ that expedient solely to deceive their 
credulous and superstitious countiy'’men. Sir William Jones and 
Umbreit think so. And this is favoured by the fact that the 
poetry of Hafiz had no mystical sense in the eyes of the Persian 
doctors themselves; since Sudius, the most erudite of all the 
interpreters, explained it literally ; and the chief men of Shiraz 
were reluctant to allow burial to the poet, because of the im- 
purity of his works. Hence it is probable that Mohammedan 
and other commentators attributed an allegorical sense to what 
the Persian jjoets themselves wrote with no such intention. 
“ But after all, the great objection remains to any conclusion 
drawn from the pantheistic mystic poets, whether of Persia or 
India, whether Mohammedans or Hindoos, namely, that their 
productions are founded on a religion and philosophy entirely 
difierent from the Jewish. The Canticles are productions of a 
different country, and separated from any of the songs of the 
Sufi poets by an interval of nearly two thousand years. The 
Jewish religion has nothing in common with the pantheistic 
mysticism on which those songs arc founded. There is nothing 
in the Old Testament of a similar character. If any production 
similar to those mystical love songs had existed in the religious 
literature of the Hebrews, undoubtedly we should have found 
some of them in the book of Psalms, which comprises composi- 
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tions from the age preceding that of David to a period long 
after the return of the Jews from the captivity at Babylon. 
But in the most fervent psalms, the forty-second, for instance, 
nothing of the kind is found. Neither is anything similar to 
these mystic songs ascribed to the Jewish sects, as described by 
Josephus and Philo. Nothing of the kind is laid to the charge 
of the Essenes. It is needless to say that nothing approaching 
to a like character is found in the New Testament. Nothing 
similar is discovered even in the allegorical paraphrase of the 
Targumist on the Canticles. All those religious love songs are 
foimded on the Sufi religion, or rather religious philosophy, 
which, whether it was borrowed from India, as Von Hammer 
supposes, or arose independently among tlic ISIahometans, accord- 
ing to the opinion of Tholuck, has no connection with or resem- 
blance to the Jewish. It is as different from the latter as dark- 
ness from light. Tlie argument, therefore, which is drawn from 
the mystical songs of the ^lahometan devotees for ascribing a 
mystical character to the Canticles is without foundation.*^ ^ 

4. Every part of the Bible has a religious aspect, and is filled 
with theocratic views. Ilow then came there to l)e an excep- 
tion so contrar}' to the genius of the whole Hebrew Bible ? 

It is not a solitary exception, us the book of Esther shews. 
In like manner, the forty- fifth psalm is secular. Those who 
talk of an amatory poem in opposition to books of a serious and 
religious nature, forget that virtue is a part of religion. Tho 
Canticles shew the virtue of faithful and pure love. Though 
they be amatory in character, they set forth a kind of love 
which needed to be inculcated upon the sensual Jews and their 
voluptuous monarchs. In an age when adultery was common, 
it was neither inopportune nor irreverent to compose a work 
whose object was to set forth that \drtuous love which the 
sexes should maintain incorrupted amid tlie strongest seductions. 
The book is worthy because of its theme to be put among tho 
religious literature of the nation ; since religion enjoins the cruci- 
f}dng of the flesh with its lusts. It commends the maintenance 
of vows and promises; especially when their violation loads 
directly to immorality of conduct. Among a people like the 
Jews, in the age of Solomon and after, the theme, if not directly 
spiritual, was closely allied to that pure and undefiled reli- 
pon so grossly injured in tho person of David’s splcndour-lov- 
mg son. 

5. The characters introduced are spiritually applied elsewhere. 
The covenant relation subsisting between J ehovah and tho people 
of Israel is frequently represented by the emblematical union of 

* Noyes’s new translation of tho rrorerbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Canticlds, pp. 
130 , 131 . 
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a married pair (Hos. i., ii., iiL ; Ezek. xvi. ; Jer. iii.). In like 
manner the relation of Christ to his church is described in the 
New Testament by the purest exhibition of the married state. 
Christ is called the Bridegroom of his people. The church is 
the bride, the Lamb’s wife. The bride is compared to the rose 
and lily, which images are repeatedly applied to the church of 
dod by different prophets (Hos. xiv. 5 ; Is. xxxv. 1). 

In answer to this it is sufficient to remark that the poem was 
not mfeant to set forth the happiness of married love. Wedded 
love is not the theme so much as true affection in the midst of 
temptations. The basis of that allegorical interpretation which 
assumes the relation of Jehovah to his ancient people, or of 
Christ to his church, under the figure of marriage is not promi- 
nently presented. Two newly married lovers in peculiar circum- 
stances are set forth ; one of them in particular being described 
for the purpose of shewing the strength and purity of genuine 
love between the sexes. 

6. The sudden changes from the singular to the plural 
number in the part of the dialogue sustained by Shulamith, 
indicate that her name is to be taken in a collective sense. 
Draw mej we will run after thee. The king has brought me 
into his chambers ; tre will be glad, etc., chap. i. 4 and many 
other places.”^ 

This change from the one number to the other has nothing to 
do with the determination of the allegorical or literal sense of 
the poem, for it is very common in Hebrew to use the plural 
where no collective sense is intended. The argument is also 
based on misapprehension, the sense being “let us run,” the 
Shulamite and her lover. 

Wo have thus seen that the arguments drawn from the 
internal nature of the poem against its being considered ama- 
tory rest upon misapprehension of the meaning. It is an eastern 
production, and must be judged by an eastern standard of taste. 
He who does not remember the wide difference between the 
Oriental and Occidental mind, must necessarily fall into error. 
The luxuriant imagination and glowing ardour of the former 
express themselves in hj^erbolical and extrava^nt diction; 
whereas the subdued character and coolness of the latter are 
averse to sensuous luxuriance. Although the poem has raised 
the devotion of a few minds in the west, and been spiritualized 
in the service of piety, we are far from thinking that its original 
design was such. A mvstical interpretation has been put info 
it by the ingenuity or allegorising imagination of the expositor, 
instead of being fairly derived from its language. 

' Kitto, Daily Bible Illustrations, crening series, thirteenth week, first day. 
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7. “The Shulamite is put in situations and made to utter 
expressions which, if’ literally understood, are so entirely abhor- 
rent to Oriental manners, tnat no sane writer would ever put 
them into a literal love song ; though they are all very beautiful 
and appropriate when understood allegorically. Such are chaps, 
iii. 1-4; V. 7; viii. 1, 2.''^ 

The situations and expressions in question are not abhorrent 
to Oriental manners, in an Eastern love-jyo^w, with its gorgeous, 
sensuous imagery. On the contrary they are in keeping with a 
poem of that nature. The argument tacitly assumes that poetry 
is literal prose, which is unfair. How justly might it be said to 
the advocates of the spiritual sense. No sane writer would put 
such expressions into the mouth of Jehovah respecting his 
church, or of his church respecting Jehovah. Allegorically 
understood, the situations and scenes are unworthy of the great 
Bridegroom and his Bride. 

8. “ The dreamy and fanciful, and even impossible character 
of many of the scenes, shews that they cannot be understood 
literally. Chap. ii. 14-16, Shulamith is in the cleft of the rocks, 
in the concealments of the precipices ; and Shelomoh wishes to 
see her and to hear her speak. He is in the garden at night ; 
and she tells him to catch the jackals that are destroying the 
vines. She secs him feeding his flocks in a distant field of 
anemones. She sees him beyond the mountains which separate 
them, and calls upon him to leap over them like the gazelle and 
the fleeting fawn, to rejoin her at evening. All these things 
occur together at the same time and place. Chap. iv. 8, 
Shelomoh calls upon Shulamith to go with him to tne snowy 
peaks of Lebanon and Ilermon, among the lions* dons and the 
leopards’ lairs, and enjoy the fine prospect over the plains of 
Damascus. Numerous impossibilities of this kind will occur to 
every intelligent reader of the poem.”^ 

The alleged impossibilities arc founded on a total misappre- 
hension of the meaning. Shulamith does not call upon Solomon 
to do what is here stated. Neither does Solomon ask her to do 
what the commentator alleges. A right interpretation dispels 
at once the alleged phenomena. And we hold that most of the 
scenes cannot be understood literally, hccauBe they are poetry ^ 
which is the offspring of imagination. 

The advocates of the mystical interpretation sometimes convey 
the idea that they alone take the view of it consistent witn 
divine inspiration. But an inspired man may well have written 
it, though it be an amatory effusion. A poem purporting to set 

^ Kitto, Daily Bible lUuBtratiosfi, eTcning series, thirteenth week, first day. 

* Ibid. 
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forth the triumph of chaste love may surely have proceeded 
from the pen of inspiration. The boot is equally a part of the 
canonical Scriptures of the Jews with the others to which divine 
authority attaches. We do not say that the Song is inspired, 
because it is improper to predicate inspiration of a book ; but 
we say that it is the production of an inspired man. In this 
respect it stands in the same position as the other books of the 
Old Testament. “Amatory,” says Stuart, “nearly all the 
German neologists suppose it to be.” In the same spirit 
Hengstenberg writes : “ The literal interpretation did not 
come into repute till the time of rationalism, the age of the 
deepest humiliation of Christ’s church.” This is an ungener- 
ous insinuation. Amatory some very orthodox divines sup- 
pose it to be. Belief in inspiration and the divine authority of 
the Scriptures, has nothing to do with the view taken of the 
Song. 

It is unnecessary to refer to any other modification of the 
allegorical sense, such as that of the Targum already stated ; of 
Rashi who holds that its design was to shew that 6od had not 
afflicted Israel willingly but was still her husband ; of Rash- 
bam; of AbencEra who supposes it contains a history of the 
Jews from Abraham to the days of Messiah under the figure of 
a shepherd and shepherdess. Abarbanel and Leo Hebraeus 
affirm that it represents the mutual love of Solomon and Wis- 
dom, According to Hug,^ it is a dream poem, in which Solo- 
mon represents Ilezckiah ; the bride, the ten tribes ; and her love, 
tho longing of these tribes to be reunited with Judah. Kaiser 
supposes that the bridegroom represents Zcrubbabel, Ezra, and 
Nehemiah as the restorers of the Jewish constitution in the 
province of J udah, the bride being a new colony.^ Hahn con- 
jectures that the bride is Japhetic heathenism; the bridegroom 
the kingdom of Israel ; so that the poem represents the king- 
dom of Israel called at last to overcome heathenism with the 
w^eapons of love and justice, and bring the heathen to a state of 
fellowship with it, and consequently with God.^ To the class of 
allegorical interpreters also belong F. A. Krummacher, O. Von 
Gerlach, Golz, Hengstenberg, Keil, and Kurtz, Indeed wherever 
the doctrinal interest prevails, scientific exegesis declines in pro- 
portion because it is overridden. The genuine spirit of inter- 
pretation is always favourable to the literal sense. For the 
same reason Hofmann and Delitzsch have recourse to the t 3 q>ical. 
Though they do not recognize the validity of tho allegorical 
meth^, they are too much led by doctrinal prepossessions to 

* Daa Hoholied in eincr noch unvcrsuchten Deutung. 

* Das Hohelicd, ein Collectiv-gesang auf Serubabcl, u. s. w. 

* Das bohe Lied von Salomo, uebersetzt und erklort^ u. s. w. 



412 


THE SONG OF SOLOMON. 


embrace the literal, and are therefore fain to adopt a kindred 
mode of explanation. 

VI. Authorship and age. — The title ascribes the poem to 
Solomon as its author ; and this has always been the prevailing 
opinion. But the argument of the book refutes it. Surely the 
king would not have written a censure upon himself. He 
would not have exposed his shame in so public a manner. That 
he employed all his artful blandishments to seduce an innocent 
female is plainly declared ; and he himself would not have 
pourtrayed such a fruitless and sinful attempt. Steadfast purity 
triumphs over the libertine conduct of the monarch ; ana 
therefore it is a psychological impossibility that he could have 
satirised himself. Besides, the way in which David is men- 
tioned does not agree well with the idea of his being the author’s 
father : “ Thy neck is like the tower of David builded for an 
armoury,” etc. (iv. 4). Solomon is also spoken of as if he had 
preceded the writer : “ Solomon bad a \dnoyard at Baal-hamon” 
(viii. 11). The title is no proof of authorship; because tliose 
prefixed to the psalms, and others in the prophetic writings 
were later additions and are often incorrect. Solomon would 
hardly have prefixed the laudatory inscription, mod excellent 
or surpassing song, Tlie writer of the title was not identical 
with the author of the book, for he puts for in the 

work itself. Hence it is tlic title- writer alone who ascribes the 
book to Solomon. There is no passage in the poem intimating 
that the author himself wished to personate Solomon. 'When 
the wisdom and poetical ability of Solomon became famous in 
Judea, and the name of the poet himself had passed into 
oblivion, the inscription was prefixed. 

Other arguments " ''^ides the title, in favour of Solomonic 
authorship, arc ncithc cogent nor satisfactory. They arc 
these : — 

1. The numerous names of plants and animals, as well as 
other productions of nature which the poem presents, speak in 
favour of a poet celebrated for the wealth of his natural know- 
ledge. And Solomon was renowned for his acquaintance with 
plants and animals: ‘‘he spake of trees, from the cedar tree 
that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of 
the wall : he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping 
things, and of fishes.” Thus we meet with nut, aloe tree, cedar, 
cypress, mandrakes, meadow saffron, el-hcnna, frankincense, 
myrrh, nard, cinnamon, lily ; hind of the field, lions, kids, 
panthers, dove, mare, goat, stag, gazelle, roe, sheep, fox, turtle- 
dove. Ivory, marble, sapphire are also spoken of. 

This argument is inconclusive, because others besides Solomon 
may have known the things specified. An observer of nature 
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acquainted with some of the neighbouring countries, either by 
travel or intercourse with others, could not have been ignorant 
of them. 

2. There are analogies between Proverbs and the Song, which 
shew identity of authorship and age. Thus, v. 6, “I sought 
him, but I could not find him ; I called him, but he gave me no 
answer,’^ compared with Proverbs i. 28, “ Then shall they call 
upon me, but I will not answer ; they shall seek me early, but 
they shall not find me.’^ Chap. iv. 12, garden enclosed is 
my sister, my spouse; a spring shut up, a fountain sealed,” 
compared with v. 15, etc., “ Drink waters out of" thine own cis- 
tern, and running waters out of thine own well. Let thy 
fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of water in the streets. 
.... Let thy fountains be blessed, etc.” Chap. iv. 5, Thy two 
breasts are like two young rocs that are twins, which feed among 
the lilies,” compared with Prov. v. 19, ‘‘ Let her be as the living 
hind and pleasant roc ; let her breasts satisfy thee at all times ; 
and bo thou ravished always with her love.” Chap. viii. 7, 
** Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown 
it : if a man would give all the substance of his house for love, 
it would utterly be contemned,” compared with Prov. vi. 31-35, 

He shall give all the substance of his house ... He will not re- 
gard any ransom ; neither will he rest content, though thou givest 
many gifts..” Chap. v. 1, have eaten my honeycomb with 
my honey ; I have drunk my wine with my milk, etc.,” com- 
pared with Prov. ix. 5, “Come cat of my bread, and drink of 
the wine which I have mingled.” Chap. iv. 11, “Thy lips, O 
my spouse, drop as the honeycomb ; honey and milk are under 
thy tongue, etc.,” compared with Prov. xvi. 24, “Pleasant words 
are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul,” etc. Cliap. i. 11, “ We 
will make thee borders of gold with studs of silver,” compared 
with Prov. XXV. 11, “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold 
in pictures of silver.”^ 

Analogies of diction are, compared with 

Prov. i. 9, (iv. ii) 

compared with Prov. v. 3, 11*11 ilJSbJl Jl53. 

(i. 2) compared with Prov. xxvii. 6. (vii. 2) and Prov. 
XXV. 12. (vii. 10) compared with Prov. xxiii. 31, 

The union of and “lb (iv. 14) 

compared with Prov. vii, 17.^ 

In answer to these obseiwations we remark, that it is now 
impossible to separate what belongs to Solomon in the book of 

' See IleiiMtonbcrg, Dna Ilohelied Salomonis, u. s. w. pp. 234, 235. 

» Havcrnick’s Einleitung, 1, 1., p. 214 et aeqq. ; Keil’s Einleitung, p. 372. 
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Proverbs from the parts which are not his. Earlier and later 
portions cannot be minutely distinguished. A passage in Pro- 
verbs may be later than one in the Song. The analogies given 
appear to us of an uncertain nature. The closest is that in 
iv. 11, from which v. 3 is borrowed. Next to it is viii. 7, in its 
relation to Prov. 30, 31. It is hard to say which of these is 
the original. The rest seem to be accidental. Or, if they 
belong to the same age, who shall prove that it was Solomon’s, 
and not a subsequent one ? Even if numerous places in which 
contact with the Proverbs is obvious could be pointed out, the 
Solomonic authorship would not be proved by that means. 
What is necessary to establish such a position, is the unques- 
tionable authorship of passages in the Proverbs, imitated or 
copied by the author of the Song, the latter shewing that he 
repeated or echoed himself. Slight and few are the analogies 
between the two books ; not sufficient to render either their con- 
temporar}^ origin or identity of authorship probable. 

Hengstenberg also quotes in favour of the same authorship 
references to the Song found in the oldest prophets, particularly 
in Hosea, Joel, Obadiah, and Isaiah. That is inconclusive. If 
these prophets do cite the work, all that the fact w'ould shew is 
its priority of composition. Put none of them can bo truly said 
to refer to it, except Hosea xiv. 6, 7, compared with ii. 1 ; iv. 11 ; 
also V. 15; ii. 3; vi. 11, compared with the same; and Joel 
iii. 3, comp. Song iii. 6; ffiSri, i. 12; comp. Song 

ii. 3; vii. 9 ; iv. 18, comp. Song iv. 11, 15 ; v. 1. 

3. The language is such as we should expect from the Solo- 
monic age. It belongs to the flourishing period of the Hebrew 
tongue. Highly poetical, vigorous, and fresh, it has no traces 
of the decay which manifested itself in tlie declining period of 
Israel and Judah, All the Aramaean colouring it has can bo 
best explained on other grounds than comparative lateness. 

This argument does not prove that Solomon himself wrote 
the Song, but merely shews that it appeared either in his time, 
or not long after. We have already seen that it could not have 
been written while he was alive; and therefore the language 
fixes it at no distant date subsequently. 

VII. Time and Place. — In determining the time after Solomon 
when the poem was written, various particulars are noticeable. 
Tirzah, where the first Israelite kings dwelt, is mentioned before 
Jerusalem. But this city remained the head of the kingdom of 
Israel only till Omri, ».<?., about 918 b.c. Hence tho book was 
composed before that time (1 Kings xvi. 23, etc.). It was also 
written previously to the event spoken of in 1 Kings xv. 20, 


Das Hobelied Salomonis ausgelogt, u. s. w. p. 236. 
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before the tenth year of Asa. The tower of David had still a 
garrison (iv. 4) ; and the tower of Lebanon, which looked towarda 
Damascus, is a prominent object in the landscape (vii. 4). The 
descriptions of Solomon himself and what was in his time, are 
fi^h and life-like, as though they proceeded from one not far 
removed from the scenes themselves. Tradition had not yet 
magnified particulars, as it did at a later period. It had not 
run through phases of enlargement. Thus Solomon had only 
sixty queens and eighty concubines (vi. 8) whereas in 1 Kings 
xi. 3, they had been magnified into seven hundred wives and 
three hundred concubines. Thus everything points to a date 
soon after Solomon. Probably about the middle of the tenth 
century b.c. is as near as we can come to it. Hitzig cannot be very 
far from the truth in placing it from twenty-five to thirty^ years 
after the death of Solomon, 950-946 b.c.^ Weissbach arrives at 
919-884 as the time in which the work received its present 
form, chiefly by means of comparing it with the forty-fifth 
psalm, which ho supposes to have appeared soon after, and to 
nave been written cither by the same author, or by one who had 
the song before him.‘^ The time of the psalm is too precarious 
a thing to be relied upon. It may havo been composed soon 
after Jehu ascended the throne, Le., about 884 b.c. The coinci- 
dences between it and the Song are considerable in ideas, and 
stiU more in words. This resemblance was observed even by 
the author of the title, w^ho has from 

perhaps also from ii. 1, 2; v. 13. 

The author was a member of the northern kingdom. To Judah 
he could not have belonged on account of the subject. There 
kings sprung from Solomon reigned ; and there that monarch 
was held in great estimation. His memory was cherished and 
praised. A poet living there would not have ventured to put 
him in an inferior light. On the contrary, one belonging to 
the kingdom of Israel might shew how the blandishments even 
of such a monarch could not corrupt true love. It is remarkable 
that the name of Jehovah is absent from the Song. In the 
neighbourhood of the splendid temple with its numerous priests 
and imposing ritual, an inhabitant of Jerusalem could scarcely 
have refrained from some allusion to the building. The writer 
repeatedly mentions Lebanon (iv. 8), and places in the northern 
kingdom with which he was familiar. 

The Aramaean complexion of the language has often been 
adduced in favour of a late period, a Persian or post-exile one. 
It is remarkable how many have been misled in this way ; not 

^ Das hohe Liederkl&rt, Vorbemerlnmgon, pp, 10, 11. 

> Das hohe Lied Salomons erklaert, u. s. w. p, 6S et seqq. 
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only Eichliom, Bertholdt, XJmbreit, Rosenmiiller, Kaiser, Hart- 
mann, and Herbst, but Koester and Magnus. The so-called 
Aramaeisms are explained by the writer’s place of abode, not by 
the amatory character of the fiction which attaches itself to the 
language of ordinary discourse more than the diction of lyrical 
or prophetic poetry. The constant use of the relative and 
the change of the sibilant letters and X into the dentals 
D, as rfrn for i. 17 and ‘IpJ for i. 6 ; viii. 11, 12 

confirm this. The uniform insertion of the ^od in all copies, 
in the orthography of the name David for in which is 
a later orthography, is found in Amos (vi. 5 ; ix. 11) and Hosea 
(iii. 5), who prophesied in the kingdom of Israel. Tliere is in 
short no word, form, or expression which really betrays a late 
and degenerate epoch of the language. As well might the song 
of Deborah be brought down to the time of the captivity or 
later, because of the prefix occurring in it, as the Canticles be 
similarly reduced. That relative came early into use in northern 
Palestine; and therefore it is found in the part of Judges relating 
to Gideon, as well as in the song of Deborah, both composed in 
that part of the country. Wo are aware of Magnus’s acute 
remarks in opposition to this explanation of the language by the 
locality,^ but are unable to assent to his conclusion any more 
than to Gesenius’s opinion of the late date as shewn by the 
character of the diction.-^ 

After these observ'ations it is unnecessary to allude to the argu- 
ments of such as bring down the date till the capti^’ity or after. 
The Aramaean colouring of the language is otherwise ex- 
plained ; and neither D115 (iv. 13), which is of Eastern Asiatic 
origin, nor JV13N (iii. 9), which is not taken from the Greek 
<f>op€iov, but from shews that the Song was written 

in the Persian or Greek dynasty. Tlierc is no doubt that former 
critics, as Eichhom, Bertholdt, Rosenm tiller, Kaiser, Hartmann, 
Koester, and Magnus erred in their estimate of the time when 
the work originated, because they relied too much on the 
Aramaeising complexion of the language, overlooking the entire 
genius of it, which is natural, full, round, easy, and light in its 
movement, spirited and original. Without imitation, artificial 
stiffness, or the feeble diffuseness of decay, it is masterly and 
appropriate. The poem breathes a clear freshness and repose 
throughout; while the diction corresponds to the key-note of the 
whole, without lagging or ovcrlading. 

VIII. Form of the Work. — The form of the work has been 
variously described. That it has something dramatic is apparent. 

' Bcarbeitun^i^ und Erkliirung dcs II, L. p. 43. 

^ Geschiebte dcr Hobr. Spracbe lad Sebrift, p. 26. 
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Hence Bossuet, followed by Lowth,^ supposes it to be an epitha- 
lafnium or nuptial dialo^e, divided into seven parts correspond- 
ing to the seven days of the feast celebrated on such occasions. 
The last day is distinguished as the sabbath, on which the bride- 
groom does not go forth as usual to his rural occupation, but 
proceeds from the marriage chamber into public with his bride 
(viii. 4-14). According to this view it is not a proper drama, 
but belongs to that interior species of drama characterised by 
dialogue^ in which the conversation is carried on by the persons 
themselves without the intervention of the poet; like the eclogues 
of Theocritus and Virgil. It approaches, however, the Greek 
drama in having a chorus of virgins corresponding to the tragic 
chorus of the Greeks. But the poem cannot be regarded as a 
regular drama. It does not contain an entire plot or action in 
which the connected incidents proceed regularly from one 
another to a perfect conclusion. There are not proper acts, 
though Ewald distinguishes five of them, as in the Greek drama. 
He resorts to transposition for the purpose.^ Nor are there thir- 
teen scenes as Staudlin^ makes out, which Ewald converts into 
so many sections. There is no regular development. Passages 
like those in iv. 1, etc. ; v. 10-16 ; vii. 2, etc., belong to descrip- 
tive poetry ; while others resemble the idyll, as vii. 12-14 ; ii. 11 
etc. ; and ii. 8-17 is essentially lyric. Chap. viii. 6, 7, is both 
lyric and didactic. These considerations justify the opinion of 
Lowth, who affirms that it cannot, on any fair grounds, be 
accounted a regular drama. 

To say with Bossuet that it is an epithalamium or nuptial 
dialogue, in which the principal characters arc Solomon himself 
and his bride, who are represented speaking both in dialogue, 
and in soliloquy when accidentally separated, appears to us as 
incorrect as to call it a drama. Nor can we hold with Sir Wil- 
liam Jones'* and Mason Good,''* that it is a collection of idylls, 
forming one whole. The poetry is of the pastoral kind, because 
the principal personages are represented in the character of 
shepherds. Hoelemann's phrase comes nearest the true charac- 
ter of the work, viz., a dramatic idylh This is ^tter than 
Lowth^s sacred pastoral drama. 

The song is a poem of love, in "which certain persons are in- 
troduced for the purpose of setting forth the constancy and 
fidelity of the pure passion existing between the sexes. The prin- 
cipal characters speak and act according to their situation, with 
all the fervour of Oriental manners. The scope and design are 

' Do Sacra pocai Hebraeorum praolectiones Acadomicac, xxx. xxxi. 

* Jahrbuch, 1849, p. 49. a In Paulus’s Memorabilia 2. 

4 Poeaos Asiaticae Commentarii, cap. iii., works, vol. vi. p. 71, 8vo. ed. 

» Bong of Songs, or Sacred Idylls, translated from the Hebrew with notes ; preface, 
YOL. n. 27 
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to depict the heroism of wedded love in humble life. The virtue 
of faithful afiPection tried by a severe test is commended. An 
innocent shepherdess, true to her bridal lover, resists the flat- 
teries of the greatest monarch, and is sent to her home un- 
scathed. Thus while the happiness and constancy of nuptial 
love are strongly painted, polygamy is indirectly censured. Im- 
pure afiection is discouraged; and steadfast chastity held forth as 
a pattern by shewing its successful issue. Virtue triumphs over 
vice. Though glances are afibrded us of the voluptuous plea- 
sures of the liarem, it is forsaken by innocence. V^o shall say 
that the chaste aficctions implanted by the Deity in the human 
heart, and on which much of human happiness depends, is un- 
worthy of a muse divinely inspired ? Does it not deserve to be 
celebrated as a subject of gratitude to the great Author of hap- 

E iness ? The interests of morality are bound up with religion. 

9 it not then conducive to the spread and maintenance of reli- 
gion to recommend such a pattern of purity to mankind as they 
are only too averse to follow in a luxurious age ? Because the 
poem is fraught with moral instruction it is fuJiy entitled to the 
honour of belonging to sacred scripture. 

So far from ** consistently lamenting the presence of such a 
book in the Bible/^ as Kitto erroneously aflinns of those who 
regard it as a song of human afiection, we hold it to be rightly 
in the sacred volume. It is w^orthy of tlie place it occupies, just 
because it treats of virtuous love. We admit that the ideal of 
love derives its chief force, as represented in the poem, from tho 
impression made by corporeal beauty not spiritual or moral 
qualities ; but this is no defect in a Hebrew poet. It is rather 
in harmony with the dispensation and race to which he belonged. 
In a Christian point of view the deficiency is apparent. A great 
advance has been made since the introduction of our better 
system, in the views entertained of love between the sexes; 
cniefly in consequence of monogamy being strictly enjoined. 
Under the Old Testament it was not considered disgraceful for 
a woman to yield herself up to tho love of a king. The con- 
duct of Esther and many other virgins in relation to the Persian 
king, is narrated as an unobjectionable thing ; and the book of 
Ruth shews the kind of feelings which were justified by the 
family tie. If such be the spirit of the Jewish dispensation, 
the author of the Song was a man in some respects before his 
time; because his standard of purity was higher than most. 
Whether it had a historical basis is uncertain. Tho main cir- 
cumstances may have occurred. .The royal successor of David may 
have got a beautiful shepherdess into his power, and tried all his 
seductive arts upon her unsuccessfully, because she was attached 
to a bridegroom shepherd, who on his part was as firmly 
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united to her, TJnflincliing in her virtue she may have been 
delivered from the monarch’s court, and hastened away to her 
husband. An incident of this kind, handed down by tradition, 
may have become the foundation of the poem. Yet we believe 
that the story is fictitious. Whoever the poet was, he was 
actuated by no favourable feeling towards Solomon. He holds 
him up to view in no enviable light ; shewing a degree of politi- 
cal freedom which a Jew of the southern kingdom .would 
scarcely have done. But as he belonged to Ephraim, which was 
separated from Judah, he could easily do so with immunity. 
On the contrary, Ruth was written to do honour to the house of 
David. There we see the opposite feeling expressed ; and infer 
that the writer himself belonged to Judah. Impurity in the 
person of Solomon had reached an imposing height. Amid 
the corruption of courts virtuous love was fast disappearing. 
Kings discouraged it by their conduct; generals and nobles 
were indifferent to its claims. A poet of the people appears 
to express the feelings of many humble Jews, who, living amid 
the innocent occupations of rural life, were not dazzled by royal 
splendour into suppression of their higher instincts. 

Every writing inspired by God is also profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness ; that 
the man of God may be jllrfcct, throughly furnished unto all 
good works. Such is the statement ot faul. The Song of 
Solomon may justly claim to be profitable for reproof and cor- 
rection, even amid the light of Christianity. Much more so 
must it have been under Judaism with its imperfect morality. 

IX. Unity. — Though the older interpreters generally recog- 
nised an unity in the Song, Richard Simon could perceive 
nothing but fragments or pieces by different authors. Herder 
looked upon it as composed of love songs loosely connected, 
without a predominant idea controlling the whole and shewing 
a higher plan. Yet he did not entirely deny the existence of a 
fine, invisible thread. De Wettc appears to have followed 
Herder in this opinion. Dr. Good and Sir William Jones also 
think that there is no close unity ; believing, as they do, that a 
number of erotic idylls make up the poem. The Americans, 
Palfrey and Noyes, take the same view. Doepke and Magnus, 
the latter in particular (who makes twenty pieces, complete and 
fragmentary), have carried this opinion to an extreme length. 
Among those who strove to find a proper unity in the poem may 
be mentioned Jacobi, Mendelssohn, and Ammon. The commen- 
tary of Ewald (1826) was an epoch-making one, both in rela- 
tion to the unity and interpretation of the poem. Accord- 
ingly Hirzel, Meier, Friederich, Heiligstedt, Ilitzig, Ginsburg, 
Keil, Hengstonberg, and others have admitted its internal 
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unity. In favour of it we mention the following considera- 
tions: — 

1. The inscription Smg of Songs, referring to the whole as 
one poem. 

2. Yarious recurring formulas appear, such as the triple adju- 
ration of the daughters of Jerusalem not to awaken the beloved 
one, ii. 7 ; iii 5 ; viii. 4, the analogous formulas, ii. 17 ; viii. 14 ; 
iv. 6 and ii. 16, compared with vi. 3. 

3. The same persons appear throughout in the same relations, 

the beloved maiden, her shepherd lover, Solomon, the daughters 
of Jerusalem, the maiden’s brothers, etc. ; and where they are 
described it is by the same phrases. Thus the shepherd lover is 
termed and i. 13, 14, 16; ii. 3, 8-10, 16, 

17; iv. 16; v. 2-6, 8, 10, 16 ; vi. 2, 3, 7, 10-12, 14; viii. 14; 
and i. 7 ; iii. 1-4. The spouse is iv. 8, 11 ; or 

or ii. 10, 13, comp. v. 2, vi. 9 ; or DTJS n|^ri 

i. 8 ; V. 9 ; vi. 1. 

4. A number of statements arc repeated which did not origi- 
nate in imitation ; comp. iv. 1 and v. 12 with i. 15 ; v. 8 with 
iL 5 ; viii. 3 with ii. 6. 

5. A number of characteristic expressions and images are 
found in all parts of the poem, as Pikt iii. 6 ; vi. 10 ; viii. 5. 

ii. 16; iv. 5; vi. 3, etc. HjaV Wp 

iv. 5 ; vii. 3. D'SjJStn isy ii. 9, 17 ; viii. 14. prefixed, 
i. 6 ; iii. 7 ; viii. 12. i. 9, etc., which occurs elsewhere 

only in Judg, xi. 37. ii. 13, 15 ; vii. 13. cypress, 

i. 14; iv. 13. 

6. A comparison of the two sections, iii. 1-5 and v. 2-8, both 
in their similarity and diversity, also favours the unity. 

7. The same colouring of language distinguishes the poem 

throughout, such as ^ regularly for which occurs in 

such frequency only in the Lamentations of Jeremiah, 

Thus the unity of the poem is well attested by similarity of 
subject, scope, repetitions of sentiments not containing imita- 
tions, phrases, figures, and Tvords throughout, characteristic of the 
same author. It is unnecessary to shew that the concluding verses, 
viii. 8-14, are authentic, in opposition to Herder and Urabreit. 
The kind of unity, however, may be readily misapprehended. 
The poet representing an imaginary scene and not writing a 
drama, has been indifferent to localities and times. Hence 
scarcely any progress is observable. The development is almost 
the same throu^out. Ho had one leading idea and no plot. 
He sings his song of love, heedless of regular succession and 
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artistic progress. This is the reason why the poem has the 
appearance of being made up of a number of little odes loosely 
strung together. Speakers, places, and times are not distin- 
guished. We are therefore left to conjecture in many cases; and 
are in danger of introducing closer unity into it than the writer 
himself dreamt of. The very first time the shepherd speaks, his 
introduction is abrupt. It would almost seem as if the author 
wrote little pieces, and put them together afterwards. At all 
events, he does not construct the whole with regard to the 
proper succession of time. Thus vi. 11-vii. 9 refers to the time 
when the Shulamite was first seen by Solomon in herliative dis- 
trict, before she was taken to Jerusalem. At the commence- 
ment the locality is rather uncertain, some supposing the scene 
to occur in the harem at Jerusalem, others at the royal pavilion 
in the country. The latter is favoured by the fifth and sixth 
verses. There is thus ground for the assertion of those who deny 
coherence and strict unity in the Song. It was not the author's 
object to follow the just order of events. On the contrary, he 
pursued the one thing through several little poems, the love of a 
country maiden for her shepherd-bridegroom, and Solomon's 
multiplied blandishments to tempt her. Hence we do not agree 
with such as find out a fine thread of connection between all the 
parts so that progress may appear in the plot, with times and 
places corresponding. There are both unity and disunion ; the 
one not tantamoimt to strict coherence, the other not to dis- 
memberment. Into the one extreme have fallen such critics as 
Ewald, Meier, Ginsburg, etc.; into the other. Palfrey, Noyes, 
and especially Magnus, who finds a great number of pieces 
written by different persons. As an example of the close con- 
nection put into the poem, we may instance the manner of 
linking ii. 8 to the preceding. The ill treatment the Shulamite 
had received from her brothers being mentioned in i. 6, she 
now relates the cause of it. It is supposed that this narrative 
forms the connecting link between ii. 8 and the preceding 
section i.~ii. 7, gradually acquainting us with her history. Here 
is ingenuity on the part of modern critics. As an example 
of dismemberment, we take iii. 6-v. 1, which is supposed by 
some to celebrate Solomon’s espousals to one of the daughters 
of Jerusalem. But that separates the piece from all the rest, 
where the fidelity of love is the theme. 
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I. Prophets generally. — Speaking generally, prophets may 
be described as persons who perceive the will and counsel of 
God respecting the destinies of men, in any way and by any signs 
whatever. Nor do they merely apprehend His will ; they explain 
and announce it. Such is the bro^ generic meaning of the term 
prophet. In a more limited sense, we call those prophets who 
are confidants of God ; to whom he has revealed Himself that 
they may communicate His will to mankind. They are thus 
messengers or heralds, — persons who speak on God’s behalf. 
Prophecy, accordingly, has two sides or aspects. Its operation 
appears in a twofold manner. The one side relates to the Deity. 
Tins is the inner side, or the way in which the prophets appre- 
hend the will of God, and the state of soul into which they are 
put in consequence. The other side is the outward direction or 
tendency. This includes the mode in which they announce what 
has been revealed to them, the method of their ministry, and 
their position among men. 

II. Prophecy generally. — Let us consider prophecy as a 
public instituti6n ; and its religious conditions. 

Prophecy, or something analogous to it, is found in the re- 
ligion of almost all nations ancient. and modem. We must 
remember, however, that it exists only as long as religion stands 
on its proper, original basis. While it is a thing of feeling, or 
in other words has its foundation in the heart not the head, 
it occupies its tme element. As long as consciousness is an 
immediate and living principle — God being regarded as a living, 
active Spirit not a mere idea, and man as standing in living 
communion with him — religion keeps its own place. With such 
a basis, it presents two aspects. It is the feeling of uncon- 
ditional dependence on God as a higher Power, — a Power whom 
man feels to be operative both in lus destiny and heart, meeting 
and guiding him in all the events of life. In its other aspect 
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peKgion is longing after God as the highest good, produced by 
such a feeling. It is the striving to please and serve him as 
well as to procure his favour ; and if that favour have been lost, 
to become reconciled to him. In a word, it is a craving of the 
soul to have and possess such a Deity. The former is faith; 
the latter, worship. One is so to speak, the passive, the other, 
the active side of communion with the Supreme. Hence religion 
is living communion with God, including faith and worship. 
When faith is a genuine principle, feeling God living and 
potential within, it includes a double conviction, viz., that the 
Deity knows events in nature as well as in human life ; because 
nothing takes place without His notice and will ; because He acts 
with consciousness, not as a blind power ; and because He knows 
beforehand whatever comes to pass, since it proceeds from His 
own free will and counsel. There is also the conviction that He 
has not left His purposes unknown to men ; but has revealed 
Himself, with the object of leading them to Him. Hence right 
faith implies belief in GocVs revelation as the source of all know- 
ledge of divine things. Now prophecy in ^neral consists in 
laying hold of such revelation ; in understanding and explaining 
it. It is nothing else than an unfolding of the divine wiu 
revealed. All, however, are not capable of such a function. 
Sin has separated between God and man. The present condition 
of humanity is not only imperfect but deteriorated. A higher 
endowment is needed to qualify individuals for the work in 
question. Only a few are constitutionally predisposed to it, — 
men chosen by God, to whom He reveals himself more intimately, 
that they may be instruments of making His will known to 
others. Such are mediators of the divine communications, coming 
between God and man to bring them into union. They are 
prophets in the more limited sense of the term. 

Having thus alluded to faith as one element of religion, we 
must glance at the practical side, or worship. Here there is 
intercourse with God. Man comes to him in a childlike spirit ; 
as was the case in a state of innocence. Such access to the 
Supreme Being shews itself in action by offerings of love and 
thankfulness. But it is now obstructed or made difficult by the 
feeling of sin. An evil conscience frightens the sinner, holding 
him back from a trusting approach to his Heavenly Father. 
Hence access to God is effected by the mediation of holy persons, 
or priests. The relation between the two classes of mediators is, 
that prophets stand on the way which brings God near to 
humanity; priests, on the way that leads humanity to God. 
The former have to do with the divine revelations, adapting 
them as it were to the apprehension of men ; the latter with the 
service of their fellow men to God. These intermediates have 
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their function and significance only so long as religion continues 
to be a living intercourse with God. While access to him is 
still free, their function remains. But as soon as the sum of the 
impressions received from God is gradually put together into a 
clear conception of the understanding, and loses its power ; when 
the God-consciousness ascends from the heart to the head, and 
feeling is converted into scientific knowledge ; as life cools down 
and heat becomes light, so that a dead knowledge takes posses- 
sion of the mind, prophecy comes to an end. For civilisation 
brings with it head-religion. And when prophets cease, the 
priesthood attains to great, unhappily to injurious, power. 

Prophecy differs according to its objects and modes of 
mediation. These again depend on man’s culture and develop- 
ment. Two stages of it in particular may be perceived. The 
lowest is that in which man, wishing only for sensuous good 
and fearing sensuous e\dl, brings his offerings accordingly. 
Here he asks counsel of God merely in relation to undertakings 
belonging to the immediate future. The higher stage is that 
in which God has become a moral power to men — the judge or 
moral governor of the world — and their life is intimately united 
with the moral order pervading that w^orld. In this case man is 
able to ask the Supreme for light respecting his proper position 
as a being of action and aspiration. And not only is he fit for 
such striving ; he is also inclined to the right and true. Till he 
rise to the proper idea of humanity and put God’s providence 
in connexion with it, he will not seek after or perceive the all- 
embracing plan of the world : neither will revelation contain for 
him universal religious truths and produce a theology. Such 
are the objects determining the means of prophecy. In its 
lowest grade there are divine operations in natiu'e, portents and 
prodigies, auguries and omens, which were believed in ancient 
times to precede events and to indicate the will of God. But such 
signs were only connected with certain localities. Nothing but 
outward and practical questions could be solved by them. In 
the higher stage, divine communications may be made to the 
human spirit in a symbolical mode, in the feelings, in dreams 
and ecstasies, or in a state of calm consciousness. And just as 
in the case of the lower stage these communications may either 
be connected with definite places (as the oracle at Delphi) 
by whose nature they are conditioned ; or they are a free per- 
sonal privilege, an endowmient imparted to particular men, 
classes, or families. This revelation is artificial m the one case ; 
in the other it is inspiration. It is artificial prophecy, artistic 
soothsaying, and such like ; or are^o^;, inartificial^ according as 
it is deriv^ from nature or man himself. The explanation of 
both is eppsjpela, interpretation. Such interpretation is sometimes # 
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united with inspiration in the same person, as in the case of 
Joseph and Balaam (Gen. xL, xli. ; Num. xxiii., xxiv.). 

Like revelation, inspiration has a more restricted and a freer 
range. This diversity depends on the relation of the two 
factors or acting powers in the soul. In all states of mind, the 
two chief factors are feeling and understanding. The former is 
a condition of excitement, the latter of clear consciousness. 
The one arises from the subject being filled and hurried along ; 
the other from the subject directing and regulating the impres- 
sion -received, while reflecting it. Either emotion -or intellect 
has the mastery of the soul. Besides the two there is an inter- 
mediate state, that of animation ^ when spiritual contemplation 
is awakened. The soul is then between feeling and reflection. 
This condition is the diagonal of the two others — ^the middle 
line, as it were, between rest and motion, and may be termed 
vibration. It -is to this that prophetic inspiration belongs. 
Keligious ideas call it forth, such as the idea of God as the 
highest good ; and of divine things allied to man’s higher nature. 
Of course feeling is a main factor in this condition, as most 
appellations applied to it attest. All include the idea of great 
power brought to bear upon man. It is said, for example, that 
the spirit of God lifts up, takes a\my^ drives^ pushes^ fills, draws 
in, the subject of its influence. The hand of God grasjps him 
(Jer. XX. 7 ; Ezek. iii. 14) in Greek Xapuf^aveffOai, <j>6p€a0aL 
Both factors arc seldom of equal power. One or other is more 
potential. ’Either feeling or spirit prevails ; power of inspiration 
or clearness of idea, giving rise to the principal degrees of pro- 
phecy. There is first a lower stage, when feeling is wholly 
overpowered by the divine influence, the person’s own life and 
self-consciousness being so pressed dowm that there is no counter 
ojKjration of the understanding. In this condition he is pos- 
sessed (/caT€;j^eTafc), is out of himself as it were {i^voTaTat), 
and quite carried away to the object which liolds and almost 
absorbs him. This is called rapt, when the state is momen- 
tary, or ecstasy in a more confined sense. Hero again there is a 
good and bad form. One may bo rap)t or transported either to his 
advancement in the divine life, or to the injury of his mental 
powers. The expression deranged is employed when the state is 
permanent, or when the spirit does not return to its usual con- 
dition. Philo says : “ As long as the understanding still gives 
light about us, pouring out as it were a noonday of splendour 
into the whole soul, we are not possessed, because we are still in 
our senses ; but when this light verges towards its decline, a 
divine ecstasy naturally falls upon us, and a prophetic furor. 
For when the divine light begins to shine, the human sets ; and 
when again the former sets, this springs forth and rises. 
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WMcli is wont to happen to the prophetic order. For the 
understanding in us takes its departure at the arrival of the 
divine Spirit ; and on the withdrawal of the latter, the former 
enters in again to take up its abode ; since it is not fitting that 
the divine and human should dwell toother.'' ^ Similarly, and 
still more at length, are the expressions of Cicero:^ “When 
therefore the mind has been called away by sleep from the 
fellowship and contact of the body, it remembers the past, 
perceives* the present, foresees the future. For the body of one 
asleep lies as if it were dead ; while, on the contrary, the soul is 
alive and vigorous, which it will be much more after death, 
when it has left the body altogether. Hence it is much diviner 
at the approach of death.*’ And soon after : “ There is there- 
fore in souls a foreboding infused from without and shut up 
divinely. When it bums forth more vigorously, it is termed 
fvroTy the soul tom away from the body being agitated by a 
divine instinct.” So also in another place : “ Souls awake serve 
the necessities of life, and separate themselves from divine com- 
munion, being hindered by the bondage of the body.” In the 
same chapter he says : “ Nor does the soul of man ever divine 
naturally, unless when it is so disengaged and at liberty as to 
have nothing to do with the body, a thing that takes place cither 
in prophets or persons asleep.” The result of such divine impul- 
sion is, that man loses the use of his powers and is fast bound 
(Num. xxiv. 4, 16; 1 Sam. xix. 23, 24). The possessed party 
either lies in a state of sleep (compare the cuhatio in the temples 
of antiquity), which is called magnetic sleep ; or he is shaken by 
convulsions. Hence an epileptic person is treated as holy in the 
East. He is nacer, sacred. The name applied to this condition 
is fialv€<T6ai, to he mad, fidvrc*; ; in Hebrew, (1 Sam. xxi. 

16; Deut. xx\4ii., 34). The condition is strange to us at the 
present day. But we should think of ancient times and oriental 
characteristics when feeling was predominant. Now self-con- 
sciousness has too great sway. The appearance of the prophet 

‘ Qnis rer. div. haercs. 0pp. Tom. i. p. dll, ed. Mangey. 

> Qinim ergo est somno cvocatus animns a Bocictatc et a contagione corporis, turn 
meminit praeteritorum, praesentia cemit, futxira praeridet. Jacet enim corpus dor- 
mientis ut mortui ; viget autem et vivit animus. Quod multo magie facict post 
mo^m, (mum omnino corporc excesscrit. itaque appropinquante morte multo est 
divinior (De Divinationc xxx, § 63). 

Inest igitur in animis praesagitio extrinsecus injecta atouo inclusa dirinitus. Ea 
n exarsit acrius, furor appcUatur, quum a corpore animus abstractus divino instiuotu 
concitatur (xxxi. § 66). 

6ed Tigiiantes animi vitae neccssitatibus serviunt, diqunguntquo se a socictato 
divina, vindis corporis impediti (xlii. § 110). 

Nec vero unquom animus hominis natumiter divinat nisi (]num ita solutus est et 
▼acous, ut ci plane nihil eit com corpore. Quod aut vatibus contingit, aut dormien- 
tibns (lUd). 
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presents something umomprehensible ; we can only account for 
it in part. It must be explained by the degree of self-culture 
peculmr to the inquirer into nature, the condition of the 
orientals, and the novelty of religious ideas. Among rude 
people, feeling rules. Their ideas are few but strong ; and fall 
like electric sparks, sudden and vehement, into the darkness of 
human gropings after the divine.^ Here there is a state of 
immediate perception, which takes place either in vision or 
symbolical actions. What we read of the Pythian priestess is 
of this nature. Most of the Greek oracles belong to the same 
class. In like manner the Shamans of rude heathen people 
illustrate it. In these Shamans, who form a kind of order, we 
recognise the germ of a priesthood. A similar class is found 
amongst almost all nations occupying a certain stage of the 
religious life. The French put them under the general appella- 
tion Jongleur B. The Tartar word, however, is more appropriate.* 
In the New Testament the speaking with tongues corresponds 
to the same condition; where calm consciousness was absent 


The higher stage of prophetic inspiration is associated with 
consciousness, which controls the spirit^s excitement. It be- 
comes clear Imowledgo, pouring itself forth in intelligent words. 
This gives us the notion implied in the word of God, It often 
appears, however as an interpretation of the lower stage of 
prophecy or of the visions there received, of riddles and 
obscure symbols. When St. Paul says, “the spirits of the 
prophets are subject to the prophets” (1 Cor. xiv. 32), the 
allusion to this kind of prophetic insjpiration is apparent. 
These prophets are the exegetes (e^rjyrjTal), interpreters {ipfitj- 
vetrraC) of the lower stage. The same distinction is also found 
among the Greeks ; for example, in Plato and Chrysostom, who 
put a difference between pdvri^ and Trpo(f}rjTrj^. It is character- 
istic of the former to be out of himself, to suffer impulsion, to be 
pushed, dragged, drawn, like one out of his senses. But the 
prophet is not to be conceived of in that manner. He makes all 
his announcements with sober consciousness and mental compo- 
sure. This holds good even etymologically. Mdim^ comes from 
palvopai, to be mad. And it is confirmed by Plato himself, who 
says generally that God gave papriKij to human unconsciousness, 
and that the prophets were interpreters of the pAvret^,^ No one 
who is in the state we call understanding receives a real and divine 


* Comp. Ewald, Die Proplieten dea altcn Bimdea, erster Band, p. 9, 

* Do Wette, Uober die ^linon, pp. 223-232. 

3 See Schulz’s Die Ooistosgaben dcr orsten Christen ; and Neander’s Die Pflanzung 
uud Leitung der christUchen mrohe, Yol. i. p. 19, fourth edition. 

* Timaeua, 72 B. 
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truth. He gets it only in sleep, when the power of reflection 
is bound up, or in sickness, or in a rapt state. It is the part of 
the thoughtful man to remember and apprehend what has been 
spoken in sleep or in a dream, as well as what has happened 
in vision ; to determine and explain its import ; how it stands 
in relation to past, present, or future, and when it indicates 
these temporal relations. The coming to know belongs only to a 
man who is sound-minded. Hence it was customary to set the 
prophets to judge of divine inspirations in their contemporaries. 
Some call the prophets of this order fidvTeif;, not knowing that 
the latter saw but in enigmas. Cicero speaks of the same dis- 
tinction between the /lairret? and irpo^riTai} In referring to the 
second class ho calls them cxplanatorcSj whom he places in such 
a relation to the first class as grammarians bear to poets. So far 
Plato and Cicero noted the difference of the two kinds of pro- 
phecy. Care must be taken not to confound the second stage 
with a state of reflection or of mere intelligent consciousness, 
where inspiration does not exist, for prophecy is not there. 
Cicero speaks of the latter condition in his De Hivinatione, 
cap. xlix. 

III. Hebrew propiiecv'. — The leading name of the Old 
Testament prophet is N'53 a term whose primary signification 
is . disputed. It is natural for one to find in it the idea of 
action. The prophets are God’s speakers or orators. Hence 
some have discovered in the term the notion of prophetic activity, 
the utterance of a revelation made ; the same meaning in fact 
as belongs to the Greek word In order to elieit this 

signification, its root has been viewed as identical with to 
spring or flotv forth, to boil up. Such is Iledslob’s opinion.^ 
would then be tantamount to spouier, one putting forth words. 
Yet it cannot mean the prophetic activity itself, as is usually 
thought, but only a condition of soul whence that activity first 
springs. This may be inferred from its passive form, as also 
from the verb never appearing in an active sense, but 
merely in niphal and hithpael, i,e., as passive and reflexive. 
Their usage and construction confirm our opinion, and 

denote, in the first place, the state of being seized by a 
divine spirit or some other. Hence the verb signifies the con- 
dition of inspiration, as in Num. xi. 25, where it is applied to 
Moses and the seventy elders. In like manner XJOnn is used 
of the two men Eldad and Medad, who remainOd in the camp 
(xi. 26). This is still more apparent where the spirit comes* 
upon Saul and his company and they prophesy (1 Sam. x. 5, 

* De Dirinatione, chaps, xxx., xlix., li. 

* Der Bcgriff des Nabi oder des aogeuanzit. Fropheten bei doo Hebr. 1839. 
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etc.). The spirit of Saul himself was seized hj the Spirit of 
God. In like manner it is related in 1 Sam. xix. that a com- 
pany under the presidency of Samuel, prophesied < 
on the ground; and their condition was communicated to all 
who entered into their circle. Accordingly Saul himself stripped 
off his clothes and prophesied as he lay on the ground 

(xix. 24). We also read of the priests of Baal challenged by 
Elijah, that they cried aloud and cut themselves after their 
manner with knives and lancets till the blood gushed out upon 
them. And it came to pass when midday was past, that they 
prophesied until the time of the offering of the even- 

ing sacrifice,'^ etc. (1 Kings xviii. 28, 29). Here it appears that 
the verb in hithpael expresses earnest strivings to receive a 
divine inspiration. Still farther, in Joel iii. 1, etc., is a Messi- 
anic prophecy representing young men and maidens receiving 
the Spirit of God, and prophesying (^^^3). These and other 
instances of the use of X33 may serve to shew that the sense of 
uttering what has been inspired by God is not everywhere appli- 
cable. The condition implied may be also produced by an evil 
spirit. Such was Saul’s case, after the good spirit left him 
(1 Sam. xviii. 10), where wo see that the inspiration was the 
source of his anger. Hence the word is construed with 5 
htjf used of the inspiring Deity, as in Jer. ii. 8 ; xxiii. 13 ; Greek, 
palyedOai e/c Oeov or airo Oeov. The manifestation of such inspi- 
ration consisted in extraordinary gestures of an epileptic nature, 
accompanied with unintelligible, raving tones. This accounts 
for one raving or niadj frenzied, a nickname given to the 

true prophets in 2 Kings ix. 11. The highest point which the 
manifestation reached was a song (1 Sam. x. 5). Such is the 
usage of the verb Tlie signification of as a passive 

participle corresponds to the participle of niphal and hithpael, 
he who is in an inspired state,” an inspired man, a hearer of 
the divine spirit, and therefore TVHn a man of the spirit, t.e., 
of God’s Spirit (comp. Num. xi. 25, etc. ; 1 Sam. x. 5, and xix. 
19, ete.). The word is next used of the permanent relations of 
this inspiration, or the so-called prophetic order, and therefore it 
means an official, sacred mediator between heaven and earth, as 
the prophets of Baal and Astartc constituted an order. Thus in 
1 Kings xviii., where the 450 are called prophets ; and xxii. 6, 
where 400 prophesy about war against Bamoth-Gilead. ^ And 
since this relation presupposes a nearer and more confidential 
intercourse with God, the term is employed in a wider sense, so 
as to include any friend of God. Thus it is applied to Abraham 
(Gen. XX. 7) and the patriarchs (Ps. cv. 15). Such application 
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of the name would be quite impossible, according to the usual 
assumption that the word properly denotes speakers or inters 
preters of God’s will. We conclude therefore that the prophets 
are called not with respect to their announcing y but re- 

ceiting revelations. Koestcr has perceived this passive sigmfi- 
cation, and renders the word, a man taught or instructed (by 
God), which is scarcely the true meaning.^ Redslob likewise 
takes it passively, deriving it from forth, one 

caused (by God) to gush forth. But Ewald, Gosenius, Haver- 
nick, Oemer, and Bleek, erroneously assign an active sense, as 
if the idea of tittering inspirations were primary. What then is 
the fundamental signification of X'55 ? This will best appear 
from the etjnnology of another word DX3 , from DXJ synonymous 
with Dn3 mutter, murmur. The proper idea of it lies in the 
25 . Both words mean to bubble, murmur, to speak in a loio voice 
into one’s car, to tchisper : of divine revelations especially, to 
whisper or breathe into the ear, susurro, inspiro. Hence the parti- 
ciple passive DX3 breathed into, what is whispered. It stands in 
the construct state in connection with the genitive of the author, 
and always before Jehovah, DXJ . Jer. xxiii. 31 is remark- 
able, for w'e find there DX3 oracle. Here 

is the transition from the idea of the thing inspired or breathed 
into that of uttering what has been so oomraunicatod. With 
DX3, X'53 is synonymous. Hence the latter, which is also a 
participle passive, but masculine, is equivalent to inspiratus, 
one breathed into, into w’hom something is w^hispered, who is 
accustomed to receive a divine utterance. From this passive 

sense arises its construction with 2 Kings iii. 11. A 

second sense was derived from the fundamental sense of 
just given. As the prophets received divine inspirations, that 
they might announce them to men, tlie word came to mean 
such an announcer or mouth-piece of God. So in Deut. xviii. 18, 
“ I will raise them up a prophet from among their brethren like 
unto me, and will put my words in his mouth ; and he shall 
speak unto them all that I shall command him.” Hence in the 
second part of Isaiah, prophets arc called interpreters, mediators, 
(Isaiah xliii. 27). A classic passage for this 
sense is Exodus iv. 16, where the relation between Moses and 
Aaron is specially defined, and described as similar to that sub- 
sisting between God and the prophets, — inspiration on the one 
side, utterance on the other. Aaron was to receive his inspira- 
tion from Moses. So also Exodus vii. 1 “ And the Lord said unto 


i Die Propheten des alten tmd ncitan Testaments, p. 183. 
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Moses : See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh ; and Aaron 
thy brother shall be thy prophet/' Here it denotes an utterer 
of revelations received^ which is a secondary sense. And in this 
relation of the two brothers we have a case of mediate insp^tion. 
Moses's was immediate ; Aaron's came through Moses. The pro- 
phet was therefore the ipfir^veirr']]*;, interpreter of the who 

was in an unconscious condition. It is easy to understand from 
these remarks why St. Paul commends interpretation, i,e,, a mediate 
inspiration, or the explanation of another's inspiration. The 
same secondary . idea is sometimes contained in tho. verb 
which occurs in the sense to utter or announce a divine inspira- 
tion. Hence it stands with the accusative of what is announced 
in Jer. xiv. 14; xxiii. 32, ^<^^3 to utter lies. But here 

may also denote inspiration, to he inspired, as it were, with lies. 
This holds good with 3 ^ K33 , to be inspired with a lie (Jer. 

V. 31 ; xxix. 9). But the state of being inspired is usually de- 
signated by the Hithpdel form. Both words, the verb and noun, 
when they mean the utterance of a revelation, may also convey 
the notion of such utterance not only by intelligible speech, but 
poetic inspiration or song. Accordingly means to sing or 
praise; as in the triumphal ode of Miriam (Ex. xv.) ; whence 
she is termed nX'33 songstress, not prophetess, Deborah is 
similarly spoken of (Judg. iv. 4). The same remark applies 
to the pupils of Samuel (1 Sam. x. 5, etc.), who are styled 
though there is no trace of a prophetic state in 
them. The fact of their song is the only thing noticeable. 
The Latin rates, including both prophet and poet, shews the 
same usage. 

Ill the Greek and Latin appellations, the second aspect of the 
prophets, to which we have been referring, is the only one 
marked, viz., the announcement of what is communicated. The 
word 7rpo<f>i]Ti]^ expresses this; one that speaks forth or utters (prch 
loqui not praedicere) , the rrpo being local, not temporal. So too 
tnro(f>r]TT}<!, an announcer of ^a deo suggesta), OeowpoTro^, 

OeoTTpoiTLov, The abstract is (fydrif; and XoyLov, In Latin it is 
the well-known rates, signifying nothing but speaker ; which is 
related to vas, radis (he who speaks for one), and vox. The verb 
vagire, expressing children’s cries, is of the same origin. Both 
are roots from the Sanskrit vM and vdeh. The abstract Latin is 
fatum, equivalent to the Greek prophetically expressed fate. 
Thus the divine revelation is every where designated us some- 
thing uttered. In the Greek and Latin words nothing but the 
utterance is expressed ; what is suggested or inspired being pre- 
supposed. In the Old Testament the inner suggestions are ex- 
pressed by the word ; the utterance of them being implied as a 
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matter of course. Prophecy is there denoted in its interior or 
religious side. 

A second appellation of prophet is seer ; as is stated in 
an antiquarian notice appended to njH in 1 Sam. ix. 9. 
often appears in the Chronicles and books of Samuel ; but always 
in relation to Samuel, except once of another prophet (2 Chron, 
xvi. 7-10. 

The term nTH also means seer, and is synonymous with 
It is first applied to Gad (2 Sam. xxiv. 11). Elsewhere it 
appears only in Chronicles. What he shews forth is vision 
(Is. xxi. 2 ; xxix. 11). Both are applied to historical prophecy ; 
^though the reference is not to visions, but to the word spoken 
or written. Thus the verb riTH is used solely of prophetic 
words in Is. ii. 1 ; xiii. 1 ; Hab. i. 1. The name points out the 
revelation as an intuition given by God; and presupposes an 
inner eye which tows tilings hidden from the natural one. Tho 
prophetic inspiration is regarded as a heightened spiritual power 
of seeing in connection with the future or the concealed present. 
A number of expressions designating prophecy from this point 
of view might here be quoted. 2h open the ear or the eye is put 
for the reception of the revelation. The eyes are opened for the 
visions, tho ears for the word, of God. Hence Balaam is 
described as he whose eyes are opened, who hears the words of 
God; who possesses the knowl^ge, secs tho vision of, the 
Almighty. By ojien eyes w^e understand the spiritual ones. 
The closed arc the bodily. This mode of designating prophecy 
as compared with is psychological. The latter is a religious 
appellation, referring mainly to the spiritual condition of the 
prophet. 

Here too belongs the expression VX/Q raving, mad, which 
relates to the external appearances produced by the rapt state. 
It appears in the Old Testament, however, merely as a term of 
contempt (2 Kings ix. 11 ; Jer. xxix. 26) equivalent to the 
Greek pavri^. 

A third phraseology is derived from the destination or calling 
of the prophets, ex. gr. man of God (1 Sam. ii. 27 ; ix. 6, etc. ; 
1 Kings xiii.) messenger of Jehovah (Hag. i. 13). 

The latter is also used of angels ; and sometimes it is matter of 
doubt whether they, ore merely human messengers arc intended. 
Servant of God is also an appellation (Is. xliv. 26). Ho is 
styled so in another than the ordinary sense, equivalent to one 
holding an office from God. Prophets are also counsellors, men 
who give nyy • inasmuch as they are consulted for God’s will, 
which they receive from Him (Is. xliv. 26; xli. 28). Men of 
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the Spirit is another ph^e applied to them (Hosea ix. 7). The 
terms watchman^ keeper are also employed 

as poetical epithets. 

IV. Psychological method and development of Hebrew 
PROPHECY. — ^The question now arises, to what stage of inspira- 
tion Hebrew prophecy belongs ? In the different times which 
the history of the Old Testament embraces examples of all kinds 
and degrees are found, frond the lowest • upward. But in the 
period from which our historical memorials of prophetic agency 
proceed, and which are a proper type of Hebrew prophecy, we 
find it developed to the highest stage of which it is capable. It 
is controlled by intelligent consciousness, and translated into 
clear notions of the understanding. It pours itself forth in a 
stream of connected discourse ; and becomes the word of Ood to 
humanity. An important definition appears in the Old Testa- 
ment itself (Num. xxiii. 23), where Balaam says of Israel, 
“ There is no enchantment in Jacob, nor divination in Israel,'* 
i.e.i no heathen soothsaying, “ but it shall be said in their time 
to them, what God will do." This is the right definition of 
Hebrew prophecy contrasted with the symbolical prognostica- 
tion of the heathen. The inspiration was effected by clear, 
internal illumination. Sometimes it is true it was conveyed in 
visions and images ; but these were translated into words by the 
prophets themselves. This is the view commonly maintained by 
the fathers, after the Montanist disputes. Epiphanius, Jerome, 
and Chrysostom expressly announce it. The first says, “the 
prophet spoke with steadiness of thought and sequence, and 
uttered what he said by the impulse of the Holy Spirit, enun- 
ciating all strongly."^ 

Jerome writes, “The prophets did not speak in ecstacy, as 
Montanus with his insane women dreams, so that they did not 
know what they said, and were ignorant of their own meaning 
when instructing others. 

Chrysostom states, “It is peculiar to the mantis to be' ecstatic, 
to submit to necessity, to be pushed, dragged, drawn, like a 
madman. Not so with the prophet, who speaks all with a sober 
mind and composure, knowing what he utters."^ 

^ *0 wpotp'firrts fierit Kara<rrd(rfws Xoyifffxwv kcU rrapeucoXovO^treus iXdXti, koI 
i^Btyyero iK wtifiaros aylov, rd "wdina \4ytov. Advers. Haeres. xIyut, 

cap. 3. 

'■* Neque vero ut Montanus cum insanis focminis somniat, propbetae in ecstasi sunt 
Iqquuti, ut nesciront quid loquerentur, et quum alios erudirent, ipsi ignorarent quid 
dicerent. Prologus in Isaiani. 

* ToOto ydp fidvrtws tSiov rh rh dydyKrfv inrofiivtiVy rh dfSticrBai, rh 

i\Ke<r0ai, rb atiptcrBai, &<mtp pxuvopnvoy. *0 irpot^ri^s ovx fitrk 

Zuufolas yij<po6<nis feed araxftpoyo^aijs Karatrrdcrfws feed tlSdts & ^SdyytTtu, 
drayra. Homil. zxix. in ep. i, ad Corintb. 
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The same Tiew has also prevailed among Christian theologiaiw 
of a later day. But a difterent theory has been nromulgatm in 
modem times, that puts Hebrew prophecy to anolher stage, 
cause of it is to be found in apologetic considerations. It has arisen 
from a desire to bring the supernatural cliaracter and origin of 
prophetic declarations into union with their objective relative 
imperfection. As prophecies sometimes disagree with reality, 
this view has been upheld for the puqx>se of reconciling the 
two — of saving the divine origin and infallibility of the contents 
of the inspiration received, along with their formal imperfection ; 
and so excusing their occasional w^ant of objective truth and 
disagreement with history. The divinity and certainty of the 
materials communicated is thus made consistent with formal 
imperfections.^ A distinction is laid down betw^een the subject- 
matter, and the way in w hich the prophet apyirclicnded it. The 
latter is compared to imperfect glass breaking up the rays of 
light. This view is advocated by Velthuseii.-^ Maimonides^ 
and John Smith ^ had already propounded similar theories. 
Jahn^ and Hengstenberg® followed them, the latter entering at 
great length into the subject in the first edition of his Christo- 
logy. But in the second edition he has moditied his sentiments 
to some extent. According to the hypothesis in question the 
prophetic state of inspiration is an ecatney ; the person’s own life 
and consciousness being suppressed by the divine. The pro- 
phecy is said to have been given in the form of vision, i.e.y pure 
intuition. Things of the future w'ere presented to them os in a 
picture ; being placed beside one another as if present ; though 
in reality they were successive. Hence chronological raai^ 
were not given. Indeed the relations of time were often inter- 
changed, the distant future being described as present because 
seen as such. In this way it can be said that the prophecy of 
Tyre’s fall under Nebuchadnezzar, which Isaiah leads us to 
think would be the entire desolation of the city, is cleared of its 
difficulty by assuming that remote results and immediate con- 
sequences were joined together ; or that a panoramic picture of 
Tyre’s downfall from the beginning of the destroying process till 
its end, passed before the prophet’s mind as a connected image 
or scries of images (Is. xxiii.). It can also be said by Heng- 
stenberg, that because the Messiah’s birth is seen by Isaiah as 

* See Hofmann’s Weissag^ung nnd Erfullung, erste Halfte, p 9. 

* De optica terum futurarum doscriptionc, in Vulthuscn, kuinool; and Euperti’s 
Commentatt. Theolog., vol. vi. p. 75, et seqq. 

* Moreh Nevoebim, Doctor perplexorum, in ling. Lat. conversus a J, Buxtorf, 
p. 292, et se^q. 

* Select discourses, 8vo. 

^ Einleitung in die gottlichen Bucher des altcn Bundes, vol. ii,, p. 368, et seqq. 

* Christology of the Old Testament translated, vol. iv., p. 366*444. 
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actually present, in connexion with the proximate deliverance of 
which it was the sign, and irrespectively of chronological rela- 
tions, the prophet makes it the measure of that deliverance (Is. vii. 
14). The prophets themselves, it is said, were fre^ently ignor- 
ant of what they uttered, or misunderstW it. The theory in 
question is basea upon certain formulae and expressions of pro- 
phetic inspiration, which are borrowed, it is true, from the 
original stage of prophecy, but do not suit the one imder con- 
sideration. Taken from the description of one grade to which 
alone they strictly apply, it should not be assumed that "they are 
a true type of ordinary Hebrew prophecy. We speak of the 
‘'sun rising and setting’’ in the same manner, though the 
language is strictly inappropriate in the present state of our 
knowledge ; applying a phraseology borrowed from a lower 
stage of physical science to a much higher one. Hence such 
expressions as “ the hand of Jehovah,” or “ the Spirit of Jeho- 
vah ” came and fell upon the prophets (Ezek. i. 3 ; 2 Kings 
iii. 15 ; 2 Chron. xv. 1) do not indicate “the entire subjec- 
tion” of Ezekiel, Elisha, and Azariah to the divine afflatus, 
as Hengstenberg asserts. Neither do Jeremiah’s words, “0 
Lord, thou hast constrained me and I was constrained ; thou 
art stronger than I and hast prevailed .... I said I will not 
make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But 
his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my 
bones, and I was weary ^vith forbearing and could not” (xx. 
7-9) imply that he was borne out of liimself, away from the 
sphere of mortal contemplations ; or that he was in the state of 
ecstacy, Saul’s messengers were probably so, as related in 
1 Sam. xix. 20, etc. The entire representation, as given by 
Hengstenberg in particular, is highly artificial and unpsycho- 
logical. It is cast in the mould of a clumsy theory of inspira- 
tion which those who arrogate to themselves the name of 
orthodox ignorantly advocate. While meant to uphold the 
supernatural origin of the prophetic material, it does so at the 
expense of the prophets themselves, who are converted into 
unconscious, mechanical, and erring organs of that material. 
It also does violence to the very nature of prophecy which, 
contrary to its character, is reduced to another type and 
changed into a rude, poor form whoUy insufficient for its pur- 
pose. The scope of prophecy is sacrificed for the purpose of 
holding fi^t the specifically supermturaly without being obliged 
to recognise the human and natural element.^ Ancient ex- 
positors are free from this error. But the modems, acknowledg- 
ing the occasional opposition of prophecy to what actually took 


* See Stahelin’B epecielle Emleitung, p. 186 et seqq. 
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place, seek for appliances tliat deteriorate it systematically for 
the sake of preserving the divine. 

Since Hengstenberg, Tholuck has also advocated the ecstatic 
state of the prophets as their characteristic one. In doing so, 
he has attempted to shew, that the fathers generally held this 
view even after the Montanist controversy. It is not always 
easy to make the fathers speak consistently with themselves and 
one another. But surely the esteemed writer errs in representing 
the polemic fathers os combating a false e/ccrracr^v — an aKovaio^ 
fiavUi — and as holding a view of ecstasy in which con- 

sciousness was not wholly lost. The modification thus intro- 
duced into the ecstatic view of prophecy is ingenious ; but it is 
largely a matter of words, depending on the precise idea attached 
to the principal term. By introducing a degree of self-conscious^ 
ne&s into ecstasy, the view is altered. Tholuck argues that the 
productive activity of the soul is kept in abeyance, not the 
receptive; and that the condition is relatively passive. The 
question, as it appears to us, between the view proposed by 
Tholuck and our own resolves itself into one of degree and 
terminology — ^the degree of consciousness in the ecstatic state. 
We believe, that ecstasy ^ properly so called, excludes self-con^ 
sdousness or intelligent consciousness. The mistake which the 
esteemed critic falls into seems to be the confounding of certain 
peculiar moments of the mental condition in which the prophets 
had visions and waking dreams, with the usual phase of that con- 
dition. In bringing ^ together into one category he is obliged 
to allow of some intelligent consciousness. We prefer to 
separate between certain rapt states of their subjectivity and 
the ordinary ones in which they translated into clearness the 
intuitions or visions of the former. We would not speak, as ho 
does, of lotcer and higher degrees of ecstasy — the one in which 
a connexion with the external world is continued by reflection ; 
the other, having an expression humanly intelligible during 
them and after them — ^a capacity of thinking upon what is 
received in the revelation, as well as a reminiscence of it. As 
far as we understand the meaning of ecstasy, self-activity and 
self-consciousness are lost in it.^ 

In what state of mind the prophets were when they had 
visions, it is not easy to describe. The question is a psycho- 
logical one ; and perhaps philosophy has not advanced far 
enough to throw much light on it. It appears to us that the 
key to a solution may be found in the doctrine of a preconscious 
region in the soul, which the younger Fichte has first investi- 
gated. The prophets were in a dream-waking state when they 

1 Die PropheteQ imd ihre WeisM^gen, { 7 , p. 49, et loqq. 
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had visions. Certain objective relations of their inner life came 
into play which remained altogether imperceived in the waking 
state. (The preconscions region in the soul penetrated into its 
conscious life, giving rise to dream-pictures or ideal revelations, 
which fully overpowered the conscious freedom of the mind. 
Here the fancy h^ full play. There are both an inner objective 
truth and the pictorial mode of representing it. The latter 
contains nothing objectively real ; the former alone has matter 
and meaning. These pictures are truth-revealing in an objective 
sense, because they have a material taken from the province of 
ideas. They contain the kernel of the vision — all its significance 
and value ; while the pictorial costume is only the ofepring of 
fancy to set it forth. It has been debated whether the prophets 
had proper visions or whether they adopted them consciously as 
vehicles of ideas. In the latter case nothing intruded into them 
out of the soul’s preconscious region. They were mere machinery^ 
«.c., means of setting forth certain perceptions. This is the 
reason why some of the later bear an artificial stamp. In com- 
parison with the genuine visions of the older prophets they mark 
the decay of prophetism. The earlier prophets generally, and 
perhaps some ^f the later, had proper visions. These when 
translated into clear and intelligible language, present a high 
form of prophecy. So far as they have a real and deep meaning, 
they occupy an elevated place in the revelations of God to the 
soul ; but so far as they are the mere offspring of imagination 
they are too near the region of the understanding to be regarded 
as pure prophetism. It is difficult, however, to distinguish the 
two kinds of what are called visions. Even visions proper can 
hardly have been made to the prophets in eestasy or trance ; 
though vision may be loosely described as an ecstatic state.’^ A 
deep truth was presented to the inner eye in 'vdvid colollrs. 
Divine things can only be set forth ideally. The envelope is 
sensuous imagery which should always be separated from the 
essential truth. 

There are no visions in Hosea, Nahum, and Zephaniah. 
Ezekiel has many descriptive of the divine majesty and the 
course of providence in the future. Those in ^echariah are 
artificial. Isaiah has but one vision, of a most sublime character 
(vi). .Those of Micaiah (1 Kings xxii. 19) and Amos (ix. 1) 
are similar.^ 

Prophetic illumination is described in all ancient records, both 
in the Bible and out of it, 6is a higher, a divine power, which 
lays hold of men. It consists in the fact of the Spirit’s turning 
in as it were to a man, casting the human spirit out of its abode, 


> See Blcek's Einleitung, pp. 422, 423. 
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and putting itself in place of it. In the Old Testament par- 
ticularly, the essence of the true prophet lies in the fact that he 
uttered only what God put into his mouth, or what he heard 
from Him; and that he did not speak out of his own heart 
(Numb. xxiv. 13 ; xvi. 28; Ezek. xiii. 2-17 ; 1 Peter i. 10, etc.; 
John xvi. 13, etc. ; Deut. xviii. 18). The question has been 
asked. Is this Spirit of God to which the inspiration is ascribed, 
to be conceived of as distinct from man's spirit, so that the 
inspiration should be ascribed wholly to it, without any coopera- 
tion or assistance? Is the inspiration a speaking into the 
soul from without, which is only received mechanically by the 
human spirit and given back again? Is prophetic illumina- 
tion a supernatural condition — one produced by a spirit sent 
from God — in which the natural order of things is broken 
through, as it were, by a stroke ? Such is the Jewish view. It 
is contradicted, however, by the state of the Old Testament pro- 
phecies, especially as written, which bear the irresistible impress 
of their people and time as well as the personality of tho 
speaker ; in other words tlie cooperation of his own spirit. The 
view in question rests on the hypothesis that man in his ordinary 
state must be wholly destitute of capacity for divine things; 
and that all the divine can come into him from without by 
some other potentiality than he has in himself. The opinion is 
wholly unbiblical. It is true that Scripture and all antiquity 
regard higher knowledge of every kind as God's gift ; but they 
do not on that account look upon men as the blind instruments 
of Deity, having no will of their own, without power, and 
without any spiritual talent in particjular. On the contrary, man 
has still the divine image and the Spirit of God, according 
to file Old and New Testaments (Gen. ix. 6 ; Ps. viii., li. 13, 14; 
Bom. i. i9, etc. ; ii. 14, etc). Without this sjhrit within he 
would be wholly unfit for the operation of the Divine Spirit. 
It is this spirit in man which is active in prophetic inspira- 
tion, because it alone is the organ of divine and heavenly things ; 
being specifically different from the understanding y the organ of 
moral things. Of the latter the understanding knows nothing, 
nor would it have a premonition of aught in the department 
of the moral had not that spark of God's Spirit been im- 
planted in man which is a voice to him from the higher world 
(1 Cor. ii. 9, etc.), not only making him acquainted with divine 
things, but bringing them also to his remembrance. These 
ideas of reason^ — for the spirit or higher organ in man is nothing 
but pure reason — are not found out by man himself through 
subtle investigation. They are revealed to him. And there is 
none whom the voice has utterly forsaken. Thus we have two 
organs, one for higher and heavenly things; one for earthly. 
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The older Christian theoloOT entirely overlooked this distinction 
between •^vxv and irveOfiat by ascribing to human nature nothing 
but a propensity for earthly things, and referring all divine 
pr^cates attributed to man in virtue of his constitution (Ps. viii. ; 
6om. i. 19 ; ii. 14 ; Acts xiv. 27, etc. ; Rom. vii. 22) either to 
the understanding before the fall, contrary to the express 
language and spirit of Scripture, or to his state restored by 
redemption. By this means prophecy, and all manifestations of 
the spiritual life, are regarded as something supernatural. They 
are looked upon as endowments originating in a particular 
divine operation and efficacy, which are only found within the 
circle of divine revelation, and are consequently attached to the 
dispensation of grace. The cause of the error lies in the old 
conception of the fall as being a total abstraction of every divine 
element from human nature ; and in the contrast drawn in the 
New Testament between nature or the natural man, and spirit or 
the spiritual man. The fall of man is not an alteration of his 
nature but of his inclination ; a turning away from God and His 
wdL The natural man in Paid’s language means a disposition 
toward the earthly and external, which is averse to God ; and 
which certainly incapacitates him for divine things as well as for 
bringing forth fruit well- pleasing to the Most High. But this 
does not arise from innate inahility of his nature, so that he could 
not do if he but from a perversion of trill and of the direc- 

tion indicated by his higher nature. Nature and the natural man 
are the names of this tendency, because it arises out of one side 
of human nature, that the most visible and predominant ; 
we mean sensuousit^, which is the prevailing aspect presented 
by men in the world. Accordingly fesh and the carnal man are 
synonymous expressions, which are commonly admitted to denote 
a tendency, not a condition, of our nature. The notion of the 
natural man is conceived in the abstract, in its entire stringency, 
only to shew the nature of the law. But in actual life, this 
condition is no more than relative, because absolutely natural 
men, ix,, such as are devoid of all spiritual endowment, do not 
exist. Should it be asked then, whether prophetic inspiration 
be a natural gift or capability, the question depends on what Is 
meant by nature and the natural man. If human nature be 
considered in its entire compass, including the divine spirit 
implanted in it, “prophecy must be called a natural endowment, 
inasmuch as it is a manifestation of tliis higher power of nature. 
But when the latter is considered in its divine origin and 
essence, reaching above nature and climbing into the higher 
world, prophetic insjpiration must be termed a supernatural gift. 
The ecclesiastical view has been the latter, and it is so far true. 
In favour of it is the fact that the human spirit is strengthened 
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in Kving communion with God. But there are many gmdations 
in this communion with God. The more intimate it is, the 
more active will be the operation of God in question. Only a 
small number of so called believers belong to this communion, 
among whom are the prophets. Men who rose higher than the 
truly pious of their day by the head and shoulders, and were 
therefore counted worthy of a higher fellowship and richer out- 
pouring of the Spirit qualifying them for a clearer announce- 
ment of his word to mankind — such were the Old Testament 
prophets. In this mutual operation, what and how much pro- 
ceed firom man, and what is wrought by God, is wholly inde- 
terminate, aa belonging to the mysteries of divine government. 

V. The religious nature and significance of Hebrew 

PROPHECY WITH ITS ESSENTIAL DIFFERENC^E FROM THE PROPHETS 
AND ORACLES OF HEATHENISM. — 111 addition to worship, all reli- 
gions have particular arrangements and institutions for guiding 
the divine life. These institutions arc administered either by a 
priesthood or other intermediate persons. Both in heathenism 
and the Old Testament intermediate persons consult God in 
things pertaining to the life. These mediators may be com- 
pared to Hebrew prophecy, which is one such intermediate 
instrument between heaven and earth. But when we compare a 
little more closely the mediators of heathenism with the pro- 
phets, an essential difference is observable between them. The 
first kind of prophecy, the artificial {TcyyiK^)^ w^hich was the 
only one among the Romans, consisting in an explanation of 
the phenomena of nature to the people, d^juiot appear at all in 
the Old Testament, but is forbidden as offcvalent to idolat^ 
(comp. Ex. xxii. 18; Lev. xix. 31; xx. u, 27; Dcut, xviii. 
9-14), In the last passage the various kinds of soothsaying 
are enumerated. The reason why they are all forbidden is 
because the asking of such things is an abomination to God. 
He had driven the Canaanites out of the land on that account. 
In Leviticus, it is considered a defilement of the land, like 
harlots, illicit intercourse, etc. It is regarded a% an apostasy 
from God to false deities, and is so brought into connection with 
the sanctity of the Jewish people, with their separation from 
aU nations, that they might be dedicated to God alone. Over 
against this false prophecy the true is set forth. God declares 
tnat he should raise up a prophet like unto Moses from among 
the people themselves^ probably in opposition to foreign nations, 
in whose mouth he should put His word.. Him the people are to 
hear as God. But if he presume to proclaim God^s word not as 
coming from above but out of his own heart, he must die. 
** But the prophet which shall presume to speak a word in my 
name which I have not commanded him to speak, or that shall 
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Speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall die” 
(Dent, xviii. 20). It is announc^ as the sign of false prophecy 
that the thing spoken should not come to pass : “ And if thou 
say in thine heart how shall we know the word which the Lord 
hath not spoken : when a prophet speaketh in the name of the 
Lord, if the thing follow not nor come to pass, that is the thing 
which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it 
presumptuously” (Deut. xviii. 21, 22). 

In the Old Testament the use of external means is forbidden 
as irreconcileable with true faith in God, and connected with 
the divine judgments on heathenism, because it rests on nature- 
worship, a thing peculiar to Paganism, and on the superstition 
which puts faith in higher powers external to God and in juxta- 
position with Him — powers which man seeks to make subservient 
to himself. The Greeks call this superstition, heurihaifiovla. 
The only external things among the Jews which can be classed 
among these outward means is, the Urim and Thummim in the 
breastplate of the liigh priest, the ephod, and the sacred lot. 
But it should be remembered that in the case of these it is 
Jehovah who is consulted and gives the decision. Hence they 
are not idolatry or superstition. In Hum. xxiii., xxiv. we see 
both kinds of prophecy, the true and the false, characterising 
Judaism and Paganism respectively, united in Balaam. On the 
first two occasions (chap, xxiii.) he goes aside to a particular 
place to try whether God would meet him. Jehovah meets him 
there and puts a word into his mouth which he announces 
(xxiii. 3, etc. ; 15, etc.). It is clear from the twenty-fourth 
chapter (first verse) how this meeting of God is to be under- 
sto(>i : “ He went not as at other times, to seek for enchant- 
ments,” etc. According to such language, ire ad captanda 
atiguria is equivalent to seek for enchantments ; and meeting 
Ood is meeting with signs in nature. Such conduct, accordfiig 
to, the narrative, he did not continue farther, because he 
observed that Jehovah’s pleasure was to bless Israel. Hence 
he sets his face towards Israel, and the Spirit of God comes 
upon him (ver. 2). Before, however, he announces the oracle, 
he calls himself the man who heard the words of God, who 
saw the vision of the Almighty, he that falls to the ground but 
having his eyes open ” {i.e, the inner eyes). See verses 3, 4. 
Then he begins once more, and utters an oracle with his 
full heart and inclination, advertising Balak what this people 
should do to his people thereafter. And now the last response 
follows, which relates not merely to the prosperous fortune of 
the Israelites in general, but to a far distant time, and to their 
successes against neighbouring pecmles. Here the prophecy 
reached its height. This oracle of Balaam represents one sti^ 
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of Old Testament prophecy. He is gradually elevated from the 

r ‘tion of a heathen seer to that of an Old Testament prophet, 
the purpose of uttering a full prediction respecting the 
Israelite people. We find also in Baldam a memorable saying 
(xxiii. 23) : “ Surely there is no enchantment in Jacob, neither 
is there any divination in Israel : At the time it shall be said of 
Jacob and of Israel, What God will work i,e.j it will be said 
at the proper time what God will do. These latter words are 
a designation of Old Testament prophecy. They contain an 
authentic delaration of God respecting His purpose. He says, in 
wordSi at the right time, what He will do. Such is the first kind 
of prophecy, — one which has no point of comparison in hea- 
thenism. 

The other kind alone remains to be compared with heathenism 
— ^viz., inspiration in dreams and visions, or in a waking state 
by tcord. The coimterpart to it is the heathen oracle. On this 
subject many comparisons are found in the writings of the 
fathers. A well-known passage of Clement is quoted by 
Staudlin. This father of the church places the distinction 
between heathen and Jewish prophecy in the fact that the 
heathen seers were inspired by demons, or excited by the influ- 
ence of water or of frankincense; by narcotic powers of na- 
ture, such as waterfalls, vapours, draughts of air ; while, on the 
contrary, the Hebrew prophets foretold events by the power and 
inspiration of God.^ Thus the diftbrence is found in the respec- 
tive sources. But most of the fathers look for the ground of 
distinction in the psychological mode of inspiration. They 
suppose that prophecy among the heathen was a blind ecstasy ; 
while Old Testament prophecy w^as accompanied wdth clear and 
intelligent consciousness. Hengstenberg, however, asserts the 
reverse in his Christology. According to him, prophecy is a 
thing of ecstasy — the difference consisting in tliis, that heathen 
prophecy is a stirring up of the lower powers against the higher, 
a tumult of momentary madness; while Old Testament pro- 
phecy is eflfected by unfettering the highest powers of the soul, 
and giving scope to its sublimest life ; in which case the lower 
capacities recede into the background. Thus there is an ecstasy 
caused by divine afflatus. 

This hypothesis is more correct than that of Jahn, who says 
that the difference lies in the nature, contents, and end of biblical 
prophecies. According to him, the oracles and predictions of 
the heathen are nothing but isolated utterances, which not only 
have no connection with one another, but are often contra- 
dictory, as proceeding from different gods. On the contrary, 

' Stromata, Lib. i., 400. Comp. Kaye's account of the writings and opinions of 
Clement of Alexandria, p. 404, ed. 1836. 
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the Biblical prophecies are a connected collection.^ Again, the 
heathen oracles have no other end than to help persons or states 
out of embarrassment regarding the future, or to satisfy curi- 
osity, or to manage the people. But the Biblical relate to the 
secrets of God, serve to confirm the divine mission of the prophets, 
and so to place the certainty of their doctrine beyond all doubt, 
as well as to prove that the God who sent them is the only true 
God who knows the future (comp. Is. xxix. 15, 16 ; xl. 11—15, 
etc., etc.) The heathen oracles only relate to the immediate 
future, when the causes of the predicted event were already 
operative. But the Biblical prophecies occasionally refer to 
very remote occurrences, which lay wholly beyond the horizon 
of human vision. In like manner, their obscurity is not so great 
as that of the heathen prophecies ; nor are they ambiguous but 
definite. Here Jahn compares the views of the prophets to per- 
spective paintings, with a foreground definite and plain, a back- 
ground encroaching on the foreground, and objects between 
becoming more and more indistinct till all is lost in shadow. 
There are various defects in this comparison, such as that the 
Hebrew prophets predicted future events in definite terms, etc , 
etc.* The true difference lies in the cause and mode of the inspi- 
ration. In visions and dreams there are intuitions. The pre- 
conscious region of the soul contributes to them, as has been 
already explained. And though the state may be called in a 
measure ecstatic, all self-consciousness is not lost, neither is the 
connection with the external world wholly dissevered. If it 
were, the images received could hardly be reproduced and trans- 
lated into the expressions of intelligent consciousness afterwards. 
Visions, however, were not characteristic of prophecy. Hence, 
even on Hengstenberg’s hypothesis, ecstasy is not a constant cri- 
terion of it. Although, therefore, visions have their counterpart 
in heathenism, they are a contrast to the phenomena belonging 
to it, as far as their real nature is concerned. Whatever analogy 
of manifestation the two present, they are decidedly and intrin- 
sically unlike. Nothing out of the soul’s preconscious region 
intrudes into the phenomena of the heathen divination-state. 
Fancy plays its part there ; the spirit being unusually excited 
by causes in nature. Feeling has greater scope and power, 
because it is more active in the ordinary state characteristic of 
heathen prophets. The spirit is not brought into closer relation 
to the Deity, as in Old Testament visions. 

Heathen prophecies and oracles are mere soothsajring ; i.e., 
means of prying into the future for external, politick, and 
material ends, without any higher idea or universal and moral 


^ Enldtung, zweyter Theil, p. 839. 


* Ibid, pp. 341, etseqq. 
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aims, because they were either in the serrice of particular cor- 
porations and communities or of individuals. In earlier times 
they contained fatherly counsels and admonitions. Traditions 
given by ancient men in prior ages were embodied in them. 
But in a degenerate age they gradually became mere jugglery, 
to deceive the people, and satisfy curiosity or self-interest. They 
were therefore a play of skill and cunning. The chief ingre- 
dient in them was the love of gain. 

The principal work on the subject of the ancient oracles is 
that of Van Dale, ‘‘De Oraculis Ethnicorum Dissertationes 
Duae,'^ published at Amsterdam in 1683, 12mo., which was 
entirely directed against the erroneous theory maintained by the 
Others — viz., that detnom were the inspirers of heathen oracles.^ 
But, though successful enough in its function of destruction, as 
an affirmative or reconstructive work the treatise of Van Dale 
is most unsatisfactory. Do Quincey justly remarks that Fon- 
tenelle^s ‘^History of Oracles, and the Cheats of the Pagan 
Priests, etc.,” 1688, London, 8vo., is based upon it, ad^ng 
nothing of value. 

On the other hand, the Hebrew prophets were public orators, 
to proclaim and enforce divine truths and laws. They were 
representatives of the theocratic constitution and its funda- 
mental principles ; defenders of God^s cause against the passions 
and errors of the time — against kings, nobles, priests, and people. 
The distinction between the Biblical and heathen prophet has 
its deep ground in the difference of the respective religions ; of 
polytheism and pantheism on the one hand, and monotheism on 
the other. The former have no proper dogmas, but mere forms 
of worship, symbols, and myths. And the reason of that charac- 
teristic arises from the fact of the Deity not being conceived of 
as an eternal Being but originating in time ; whether, as in 
the Oriental pantheism, he does not attain to consciousness till a 
certain stage in the gradual development of the world, or that 
deities are born from one another in time. Hence we find 
in it nothing more than a history of the manifold evolutions 
and developments of the divine essence, which do. not take 
place according to moral ideas and laws, though they are not 
wholly unfettered, but subject to fate^ which is blind, having 
only a dark impulse of right mixed with caprice. Here the 
intercourse with men is an immoral thing : the gods visit the 
daughters of men. All that is contained in heathenism is only 
mythology and symbol — i.e , a traditional form of divine wor- 
ship. It is true that conscience has not entirely left itself 
without a witness even there. Hence the felt want of unity, 

^ See WAchenmtli’s Hellon. AltberthaniBkimde, vol. H., p. 164, et seqq. 
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right, order, which sought for something satisfying amid the 
confusion, by saving itself in the obscure idea of fate. Yet there 
is no clear consciousness in that solution. The heathen also 
regarded their gods as the avengers of wrong and rewarders of 
right. 

A clearer consciousness expressed in moral conceptions and in 
truths of a moral nature is found in the poets and philoscmhers 
of antiquity, who are the first that can be compared with the 
prophets of the Old Testament. Ottfried Muller has referred 
to a deity among the Greeks (he is Apollo among the Dorians), 
who certainly appears to present the moral principle which we 
miss in heathenism. In Apollo he has pointed out a god of 
lighl — ^a principle of right, order, and moral purity — who also 
appeared as the messenger of Zeus, and had nothing in common 
with the deities of the elementary religions.^ This fact may be 
significant in relation to primitive times ; but at any rate the 
principle was not operative either in the more ancient or later 
practice. This is obvious from the one question, why was it 
not preserved and maintained ? 

Monotheism brings with it nothing but religious truths, in 
the province of the ethical. Man ascends by faith to the appre- 
hension of one God only, and must therefore consider Him not 
only as the fountain of all life, but also as the aim of every 
living thing — ^the Being who is conducting everything to one 
great end. Herein lies the clear conception of an end and order 
in the constitution of the world. The former is determined by 
God^s holiness, in rirtue of wdiich He seeks to make all things 
subservient to one grand design, and to bring them into union 
with himself. The latter, which is moral, mryes as a mean to 
this, since it is chosen with wisdom and controlled by omnipo- 
tence. All existing things are judged by their adaptation to 
effect the end the Creator has in view; and are righteously 
rewarded as they promote or hinder it. Thus a twofold idea 
lies in monotheism ; the idea of a holy God, and its practical 
realization or in other words the sanctification of humanity, 
which is a necessary consequence of such Being’s existence. 
This realization of God’s end is the object of man’s faith and 
struggles. It is the object of divine revelations, which are 
intended to educate man, because he is too weak to reach his 
own consummation. hat form then did this educational 
course take in Hebraism ? The ideas and problems of humanity 
appear there in a particular setting and application in conse- 
quence of the theocratic principle. In the first place, the end 
of God in the world, the sanctification of humanity is presented 

' Hutory and Antiquities of the Boric race, toI. i. p. 329. 
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in national limitation, or in other words as a sanctification of 
the Israelite people ; and secondly, the means of moral orfer is 
represented as a kingdom of God on earth, a formal constitution 
or coYenant, in which God appears as king — all laws being the 
expression of his will, and all visible magistrates his officers. 
But such limitation constantly shews itself to be preliminary. 
With an ever-growing tendency to universality it cannot be 
the ultimate aim but merely a means of reaching it — ^a method of 
grounding men in God’s educational plan. The essence of the 
Messianic idea lies in this. To keep alive in the people the 
elevated idea and destination of the theocracy, to inculcate it 
when it was in danger of being forgotten, to develop it on dif- 
ferent sides and apply it to different relations ; such was the 
vocation of the prophets. They were therefore God’s speakers 
to proclaim his vill ; defenders and guardians of the theocratic 
principle, each in his own manner. From this it is clear that 
while they were religious mediators, they were at the same time 
political speakers and demagogues, because in the theocratical 
principle, as in every religion, the religious and political are 
connected. So far they resembled the orators of antiquity. A 
great historical development of the theocratic idea peivades their 
discourses. 

VI. Relation of prophecy" to the Mosaic coNsriTimoN and 
LAW. — ^Two elements in the Mosaic constitution may be distin- 
guished, a belief in the doctrine of the true God, His nature, will, 
relation to Israel, and from them outward to the rest of mankind, 
as well as in Israel’s relation to Him, including their holy destina- 
tion — in-a word, belief in the kingdom of God. It also implies 
a connected system of prescribed actions and forms in which tho 
relation is represented eyrnholicaJly. This sjonbolic, however, is 
not merely an external service and sacrifice as it appears among 
other peoples, but embraces the entire life by virtue of the theo- 
cratic idea. One has only to think of the laws of purification 
to be convinced that it enters into all relations of justice and 
politics. Faith is the inner side of it, the two being mutually 
related as substance and form, spirit and letter. The spiritual 
and the legal are easily distinguished. They are represented by 
two kinds of intermediate persons wholly different from one 
another, prophets and priests. To the latter were entrusted the 
entire Mosaic legislation, the symbolic^ the cuUiiSy and also the 
administration of justice. They were the administrators of tra- 
ditional usages and laws. For this purpose a certain degree of 
knowledge and skill was necessary, and therefore it was attached 
to a particular office with an income to live upon. It was the 
privilege of an especial class in which it was hereditary — ^the 
priestly class. And here, as in every other like case, the 



RELATION TO MOSAISK. 


447 


faults of the sacerdotal condition made their appearance, viz., 
an excessive inclination to ceremonies, an exaggerated esti- 
mate of the external, with a neglect of the thing itself. What 
made the fault greater was, that the priests also strengthened 
the inclination of the people for the outward. On the other 
side stood the prophets, whose office it was to maintain the 
spirit of the theocracy, and to explain the sense of the symbols 
with spiritual freedom. As representatives of the theocracy, 
they had to apply it to circumstances. It was theirs to hold 
up to view the true sense of the laws and usages handed 
down. Their business was to explain the law in all its fullness. 
In this manner the prophets continued the work of Moses, 
whose representatives and successors they were. They conserved 
and propagated Mosaism, whose triumph they contributed to 
bring about in the family of Israel, notwithstanding the 
idolatrous tendencies of the people and the infraction of a 
fundamental principle of the theocracy by the establishment 
of monarchy. They educated the community, leading them 
forward towards the state for which they were intended by God. 
The prophets formed a counterpoise and check to the power of 
the positive and formal. They represented and fostered a prin- 
ciple of progress by which Mosaism was developed and spiritual- 
ised — ^a principle that gave birth to Christianity. Thus they 
did not place themselves above it, as though it ceased to be a 
rule demanding obedience. They unfolded its requirementa 
and enforced its authority, by exciting a higher and more 
spiritual apprehension of its import. To a certain extent they 
anticipated its proper and full significancy — viz., that obedience 
to God is the true sacrifice well-pleasing in His sight. In inter- 
preting it thus, they announced the future development of the 
divine kingdom. The history of the Jews abundantly shows 
that they needed to be constantly called to a sense of its* claims. 
Able as they were occasionally to rise above its forms, they saw 
that external sacrifices must eventually give place to the true 
sacrifice of the heart and life which Jehovah requires. But 
though they had glimpses of a future when the Mosaic sacri- 
fices should cease, they did not think of altering them. Those 
ofl^erings were a necessary discipline, preparing the people for 
what they foreshadowed. In getting beyond the form to the 
under! ving substance, they coSd denounce, undue reliance on 
such observances as outwardly efficacious ; glancing forward to 
a period when the moral law should be inscribed on the heart 
as a rule of life, and the ceremonial be done away by virtue of 
the great offering in which Messiah should shew the moral 
power of i^lf-sacrifioe to God. Their ethics appeared most 
favourably in inculcating the sentiment that obedience is better 



448 


FBOPHBCT. 


ihan sacrifice. He bath shewed thee, 0 man, what is good ; 
and what doth the Lord require of thee but to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God** (Micah vi. 18). 
So Joel addresses the people : “ Ilcnd your heart and not your 
garments” (ii. 13). In this ethical exposition of the legal there 
was nothing absolutely new. The intention of the old law was 
simply evolved. A few passage's which seem to imply censure of 
the law, do not bear that meaning when properly understood, as 
Hosea vi. 6 ; Is. i. 13-14 ; Jer. vii. 22. Ilcre there is merely a 
strong contrast between moral requirements and outward com- 
pliance with the law of Moses. Tlic way in which it is expressed 
implies a consciousness of the law*s 83’mbolical character. The 
law was to be transformed into an inward and spiritual rule 
written on the heart ; and then outward sacrifices, and all such 
means of atonement should cease, as Jeremiah declares (xxxi. 
31, etc.) The same sentiment apjxjars in Is. Ixvi. 20, and Joel 
iii. 1. ** Thus w hile the\" refer men to a study of the law, they 

express also its life in fresh forms of their own. They lay stress 
on its external ceremonies, but they cry out for that which it 
expresses, even a conformitv^ of mind, and by consequence of 
life, to the unwritten word which stands fast in the counsel of 
God.**^ In the Book of Deuteronomy', the law is similarly 
treated. Circumcision of the heart is inculcated. The Mosaic 
legislation is somcw'hat spiritualised. 

A few exceptions to this prophetic treatment of the Mosaic 
law appear. But they are only exceptions in which ceremonial 
transgression is blamed, as in Mai. i. 13, 14, where the bringing 
of blemished animals is reproved; in Is. Ixvi. 17, where the 
eating of swme*8 flesh is spoken against ; and Ezek. xx. 11-13, 
xxii. 8, w'here Sabbath-breaking is censured. Here the influence 
of later Judaism is scon, not the inculcation of that genuine 
theocratic life wliich breathes the true spirit of the law.® 

VII. Call to the prophktic ministry. — The remarkable 
influence w^hich the prophets legitimately exerted could only 
prevail when it was associated with a superior power of the 
spirit, which is neither the privilege nor jwssession of a definite 
order of men. The prophetic work must be done by men who 
feel themselves inwardly called to it. Hence it was not a here- 
ditary thing. It was attached to no outward condition. No 
particidar station or rank claimed it. Birth did not affect it. 
It was associated only with the full power of the Spirit’s 
inward attestation. The office rested on the idea of having 
an immediate call from God, under the irresistible impulse of the 

* Dr. K. WDlianw in A DialoMe of the Knowledge of the Supreme Loid, in 
which are compared the claims of Christianity and Hinduism, etc., p. 811. 

* See Tholuck, Die Propheten, a. s. w., p. 35 et seqq. 
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divine Spirit, or through an iniroiration ; and the force of such 
call is often represented sjnnbolically by the alleged striving of 
the men against it, their hesitation to undertake the work, and 
their objections. Thus there is sometimes a sort of dialogue 
between God and them (Is. vi. etc.). So it was also with Balaam, 
who strove to say evil and could not (Num. xxii.-xxiv.). 

Music may have been one of the characteristic means employed 
by the prophets for putting themselves into a state of mind 
more susceptible of inspiration. Yet it is but twice mentioned. 
When Elisha was asked his advice on a certain occasion, he 
caused a minstrel to be brought ; and as the latter played on his 
instrument, the hand of the Lord came upon the prophet. But 
as he belonged to the prophetic association, and we read that 
disciples in the prophetic scliools had psaltery, harp, tabret, and 
pipe, while they went in procession (1 Sam. x.), the usage may 
have been peculiar to such schools. It is not mentioned else- 
where. We think it probable that it m as only employed occa- 
sionally, and for the most part in the earlier period. 

Except the inward call to the prophetic office, which was 
indispensable, nothing outward in the form of ceremony or 
inauguration seems to have been practised. Tlie people as well 
as the men themselves deemed the divine impulse sufficient. 
Anointing may have been used on some occasions. The only 
circumstances that favour the idea of such unction having been 
practised arc, that Elijah was divinely commanded to anoint 
his successor Elisha (1 Kings xix. 16) (a commission which may 
not have been executed, for the record says nothing of its being 
done); that in Is. lx. 1, the prophet says, “the spirit of the 
Ijord God is upon me ; because the Lord hath anointed etc. ; 
and that the expression Jehovah^ s anointed, in Psalm cv., 15, is 
parallel to proph U. But these expressions in Isaiah and the 
psalm refer rather to spiritual anointing — the influence of the 
Spirit upon their souls. AVe infer, therefore, that the prophets 
were not inaugurated by unction. Nor does the imposition 
of hands appear to have been practised at their entrance upon 
office, as a sign that the Spirit of God was conveyed to them. 
Moses indeed put his hands upon Joshua (Pent, xxxiv. 9) ; but 
even Elijah did not so dedicate Elisha. 

VIII. Signs and wonders employed by the prophets. 
— Occasionally the prophets strengthened the faith of other’s 
in what they said by signs (JliX, H^iD). These were given to 
prove or confirm what they promised or predicted — tokens or 
pledges of the fulfilment of their utterances. Hence they related 
to the future, and consisted either in foretelling some minor 
event whose fulfilment served as a proof of the future fulfil- 
ment of the entire prophecy ; or in makin g persons symbolical 
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types shadowing forth to the outward senses future things, and 
so becoming sensible pledges of their occurrence. 

1. An example of the former is the sign announced by the 
prophet to Eli, concerning the destruction of his house — viz., 
that his two sons should die in one day (1 Sam. ii. 27-34). 
Here it will be observed that the sign is not a wonderful or 
miraculous event, but a natural occurrence. The wonderful is in 
the foretelling of it. In like manner Samuel, after anointing 
Saul, gives him three diflerent sigm^ to assure him that God 
should henceforth be with him (1 Sam. x. 2, etc.) Other 
examples occur in 1 Kings xiii. 1-3, Jcr. xliv. 29, 30. In- 
stances of the same kind, where the sign itself is suj^ematural, 
may be found in Is. xxxviii. 7, 22; 2 Kings xx. 3-11. In 
both cases the miraculousness is to be accounted for by the fact 
that the description is later than the things themselves, so that 
their original form cannot now' be separated from the magnify- 
ing excrescences it subsequently received. 

2. The prophets also j)resent themselves as sigus, by performing 
symbolical actions, and thus showing forth in their owni persons 
what should hapj)en afterwards (Is. xx. 3 ; Ezek. xii. G, 1 1 ; xxiv. 
24, 27). Or they make others signs, as Isaiah does his children 
(Is. viii. 18). 

In all cases we must look upon those signs as intended to 
create and strengthen the belief of the people in the certainty of 
the prophets’ announcements, which seemed the more necessary 
because the things proclaimed w ere future. 

It is needless to speak of w'hen not connected 

yfiih. proper prophets. Their signification is then more general. 
The two terms fllN and [sign and iconder) arc often found 

together; the latter l>eing more restricted in sense than the 
former, if they be used separately. They are used synonj'in- 
ously together. 

IX. Historical development of IIehrew prophecy in 
ITS RELATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD. — The opi^ositioii between the 
two orders did not exist in heathenism, or at least was not 
developed. There oracles cither Ixiong to the priests, or are 
managed in their interest and spirit. Strictly speaking, how- 
ever, the close priesthood as a caste, wdth its cnltiis, w'as a later 
institution than the prophetic order or seers, w'ho arc found 
among the rudest nations on the low stand-point of Fetichism. 
The original Cliamanism was subsequently drawn into and 
swallow^ up by the priesthood. Just so in the Old Testament 
did the peculiar significance and activity of prophetism with its 
contrast to the priesthood gradually develop itself* and then dis- 
appear. It was not a perfect institution at once. But it is 



HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT IN RELATION TO PRIESTHOOD. 451 

diflScult to present a historical development of its course, because 
the sources of our knowledge are obscure. 

At the earliest time of its manifestation, the period of the 
Judges and first Kings, prophecy appears only in isolated traces. 
Two kinds of oracles may however be distinguished, the material 
and theocratic. The former of these was continuously under 
priestly guidance ; the latter appeared scatteredly, on extraordi- 
nary occasions, in particular ambassadors of God. To the first, 

belongs the ashing of God (niH'S chiefly in political or 

material affairs, as war, the choice of a king, etc. Such consul- 
tation is but indefinitely mentioned, and only at the sanctuary ; 
yet without specifying the means, as Judg. i. 1 ; xx. 18, etc. 
where the means are given, the asking is almost always by 
priests, through the Urim and Thummim, the holy ark, and the 
ephod. 

The Urim and Thummim was an ornament on the high 
priest^s dress. In Egypt something of the same kind was 
suspended from the neck of the judges. The plirase means 
light and truth ; and the thing, whatever it was, did not consist 
in sacred lots or in gems. The ephod ^vas an image or bust, 
made perhaps of wood covered with gold, as Michaclis sup- 
poses. Such a figure was fabricated by Gideon (Judg. viii. 
24-27). The idol of Micah and the Danites is also called an 
ephod (Judg. xvii. 3-5 ; xviii. 17-20). It is not likely that 
Gideon would have made an image or bust to a heathen 
god ; and therefore we must suppose it to have been an 
image to Jehovah, like Aaron’s golden calf in the wilderness. 
In Mosaism, such images were strictly forbidden. The case 
of the Teraphim wdiich had a human form, amounts to the 
same. Tliese prophetic images, which were supposed to give 
responses in doubtful cases, were unsanctioned by the mw, 
though greatly venerated in the earlier and heroic times (Judg. 
xvii., xviii.). 

The first way, viz., of asking by Urim and Thummim, the 
ephod, the holy ark, to which may be added the casting 
of the sacred lot, occurs in the books of Samuel, and was 
practised mider Samuel, Saul, and David. Thus the choice of 
Saul was made, according to Samuel’s direction, by the lot 
(1 Sam. X. 17, etc.). The ark was employed under Saul (xiv. 
18, 36, 37). David inquired of the Lord respecting Keilah 
(1 Sam. xxiii. 2, etc.) ; about pursuing the Amalekites, by the 
ephod (xxx. 7, etc.) ; about the choice of a royal residence 
(2 Sam. ii. 1, etc.) ; concerning war witli the Philistines (2 Sam. 
V. 19, etc.) ; and respecting a famine (2 Sam. xxi. 1, etc.). In 
addition to these modes of inquiring at Jehovah there were also 
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prohibited ways of prying into the fuiuT*e, such as sorcery and 
necromancy which JSaul had put away from the land (1 Sam. 
xxviii. 3, 9), though he was induced himself to visit the witch 
of Endor. The method we have noticed is the artificial. But 
there was another. On extraordinary occasions particular men 
of God appeared for the purpose of announcing punishment or 
making a charge against the rulers or people, in the very strain 
of the later prophets, and as representatives of the theocratic 
principle. Tliese 8i)ecaal messengers of Jehovah, or individual 
prophets, disappeared after executing tlieir commission. The 
mention, however, of the men of God in the period of the Judges 
does not belong to the primary sources of the book, but rather 
to the redaction. And the redaction, as well as tlie existing 
fonn of the liistorical books, is confessedly late. Hence the 
cases in question are scarceh' historical. Ihus in Judg. ii. 1, 
etc., a messenger (not an angel) came from Gilgal to Jlochim 
(Judg. vi. 7, etc. ; x. 11, etc.). In the last passage Jehovah 
himself is introduced as speaking. The sources, irrosj^ective of 
the redaction, do not contain messages of this nature. Yet even 
these messengers announce no general theocratic principles. 
They come rather to give definite commands from God, or to 
proclaim the i.ssue of a thing. They are oracles. To this class 
belongs, in a measure, Deborah, who is called a prophetess (Judg. 
iv. 4), so far as she was sent with a message in tlie name of God. 
But she may also have got the name for the same reason as 
Miriam, Moses’s sister, because of her song (Ex. xv. 20). Besides, 
angels •came as raeasengers, to call forth God’s heroes, or to 
announce their api>earance (Judg. vi. 11; xiii. 3, etc.). In 
1 Sam. ii, 27, a man of God was sent to Eli to tell him of the 
rejection of his house. There were also so-c4illod 7nen of God 
who were con.sultcd in things of common life for payment, such 
as to find something lost (1 Sam. ix. 8). Those were first styled 
seers. Such was Samuel at the beginning, being asked about 
the lost asses of Kish. vSuch too was Gad, in tlui time of David 
(2 Sam. xxiv.). So much for tlie period of the Judges, in which 
Mons. Nicolas singles out the three pro] diets mentioned, Judg. 
ii. 1-3, 20, 21 ; vi. 8-10 ; 1 Sam. ii. 27-30, as proper represen- 
tatives of Mosaism and similar to the later prophets, witliout 
considering the late redaction of the books of Judges and Samuel, 
or the passing nature of the messages.* 

Both were united in Samuel, the artificial orach and the pro- 
phetic office. The latter apjieared as a public instituh? — a pro- 
fession — ^forming an important counterpoise to priesthood and 
kingship. As its origin was contemporaneous with that of the 

1 Etudes critiques sur la Bible, p. 331, et soqq. 
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kingly office in Israel, it has been inferred that Samuel, when 
lie saw that * a king was inevitable, thought among other things 
of the Hebrew prophets as a check to the power and future 
tyranny of the kings. In opposition to this, Mons. Nicolas con- 
tends that the historical data derivable from 1 Sam. viii., ix., 
and X., shew schools of the prophets anterior to the establish- 
ment of monarchy.^ But it is impossible to prove their exist- 
ence before Samuel from the chapters in question. The organ- 
ization of prophctism was the work of his mature age ; and 
it was not till his old age that the establishment of monarchy 
appeared a necessary guarantee for order and security, which the 
ephemeral authority of judges had failed to be. He was loath 
as a parent to discover the unfitness of his sons for supreme 
]K)wer and their inability to succeed him ; but their unworthi- 
ness was forced upon him in old age in a manner he could not 
resist seeing. It is probable therefore that the establishment 
of a projihelic order did not enter into Samuers plan, though it 
subsequently proved a useful instrument of resistance to the 
unjustifiable measures of many kings. Rather did he intend to 
diffuse among the Hebrews right ideas of God’s kingdom and 
government by establishing tlie ministry of the Spirit on a solid 
basis. The rise of the kingly power was an unforeseen incident 
which Clime to disturb his purpose, vdthout being able to destroy 
it. To him at least belongs the distinguished merit of laying 
the true foundation of Hebrew prophecy. He felt that the law 
of Moses required development and modification in connection 
with the progress of the nation ; and yet that it would be 
dangerous to touch tlie letter of it. Hence the necessity of 
inter jireters suggc'sted itself. He perceived that men were 
needed who could enter into its true meaning, and participate, 
us it were, in the spirit of the legislator. Mosaism had to be 
spiritualised by breathing life and motion into the dead letter. 
Unity was to be established in the Hebrew republic. ISamuel, 
therefore, founded a j^ermanent institute, a college ol inspired 
orators. 

IVophccy did not sliew itself at once in SamueTs theocratic 
activity. It exerted indeed an important influence upon him ; 
but onlj^ on account of his personal character. Examples of the 
oracle appear ])roniiscuously, even after his day. The prophets 
Gad and Nathan came forth for the first time under David in a 
theocratic way (2 Sara, vii., xii. 1). The latter stepped forward 
with a severe cliarge of adultery and murder against David; 
while the former (2 Sam. xxiv. 11, etc.) blamed the king for 
numbering the people. In David’s last days, Nathan played 


' Etudes critiques but la Bible, p. 365, et seq. 
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an important part in the management of Solomon’s succession 
to the throne (1 Kings i.). 

Under Solomon no prophetic activity is recorded. Yet these 
men could not have been idle when the monarch in his old age 
became the protector of idolatry, erecting altars to the deities of 
the women in his harem. On this occasion, when they found 
other means unavailing, they adopted a violent remedy. As 
there was a powerful faction which had existed of old against 
David’s dynasty, and had its chief centre in the tribe of Ephraim, 
they turned their eyes towards it, and imdertook to erect a new 
d 3 nasty, which woiild be more amenable to their counsels, on the 
ruins of one that seemed to abandon Jehovah. Accordingly, 
under Ahijah’s promptings, a man of Epliraim raised the stand- 
ard of revolt after the death of Solomon, and constituted a new 
kingdom embracing the northern part of Palestine. How 
grievously the hopes of Ahijah and other prophets wore disap- 
pointed, the history of Jeroboam attests. Indeed the short- 
sightedness of the seer fails to see that an inseparable barrier 
would be set up in the interest of policy between the adher- 
ents of the rival monarch and those who continued faithful to 
David’s house — a barrier which nothing could efft'ct better than 
a separate worship as different as possible, and remote from tho 
monotheism of Jerusalem without being polytheistic. A golden 
calf, the symbol of Elohira, served for this purjxise.' When 
these images were sot up at Dan and Bethel, the prophets saw 
their mistake in contributing to rend tho family of Jacob into 
two kingdoms. Immediately after Solomon’s death, Ahijah was 
busy as a prophet, under Behoboam, announced the division of 
the kingdom, and called Jeroboam to be king of the ten tribes 
(1 Kings xi. 29, etc.). In like manner 8hemaiah appeared 
(1 Kings xii. 22), and persuaded Ilchoboam not to make war 
upon Israel. In 1 Kings xiii. it is related that a man of God 
came out of Judah, and cried against tho altar at Bethel. From 
Jeroboam’s times and onward, the prophetic order were most 
active in Israel, because that kingdom was tho scene of greater 
political and religious disorder. There we find a prophet named 
Jehu, under Baasha, Nadab’s successor (1 Kings xvi.). During 
Ahab’s reign, which was the main turning point in the histo- 
rical development of prophetic activity, we find the most power- 
ful and vehement of all, Elijah and Elisha, who were also sur- 
rounded by disciples belonging to tho schools of the prophets. 
At a later time, under Jeroboam the second, Amos and Ilosea 
raised their voices against idols and imago worship. But it was 
not till tho priesthood had been developed in Judah that pro- 


1 See Nicolas's Etudes critiques, p. 373, et seqq. 
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phecy took the definite form already described and became a 
counterpoise to priesthood. In this contest royalty and priest- 
hood must succumb in the end, however long they might suc- 
ceed in crushing down the voice of God in his high-minded 
servants. Prophetism requires two things in its higher in- 
spiration, viz., a certain stage of spiritual culture and reli- 
gious development, and a dependence upon political conditions. 
It needs a certain freedom and elasticity in the popular 
spirit. It is the blossoming of a powerful, spiritual life among 
the people. On the other hand, it withers, along with this 
popular life, imder continuous despotism. Priesthood has far 
more power of endurance, because it is based on a mighty and 
general tendency in humanity, sways the mass, stifles mind, 
leeling, and a sound life in the people, nay, prophecy itself in 
the end, till another order of things arise, and true religion 
become the mighty power which G<xi intended it to be in the 
latter days. 

X. Prophecy and politics. — In consequence of the theo- 
cratic institution, the ministry of the prophets was not merely 
a religious but a political one. They were the highest states- 
men, recognising most clearly the importance of religious prin- 
ciples to give political confidence. Interfering as they did in 
national measures, with proper motives and for the people's 
true welfare, they were sound politicians. Demagogues in the 
best sense of the phrase, they gave utterance to ethical truths 
that lie at the foundation of all righteous government. Their 
patriotic feeling was strong, even where they advised submis- 
sion to a foreign power. The charge of want of patriotism 
which some have advanced against Jeremiah for recommend- 
ing subjection to Babylon can hardly be just, when we think 
of the fact that Zedekiah had received his crown from Nebu- 
chadnezzar and taken a solemn oath of allegiance to him. 
The proj^het who chose to remain in the desolated land with 
a few miserable remains of his countrymen, rather than go 
to the court of Babylon, does not appear unpatriotic. For 
him to have urged resistance to Nebuchadnezzar, in the cir- 
cumstances of the country and capital, would have been the 
height of imprudence. Patriotism consists with prudence as 
well as with unflinching resistance to a foreign foe. We call 
it therefore compatible with patriotism in Jeremiah when he 
counsels his people to submit ; nor can we perceive its contra- 
diction to high-mindcdness, though Mr. Newman thinks so. 
It is a grand picture, that of the true prophets. They were the 
heroes of divine truth, patriotic, pious, bold men, with a strong 

1 Hupfcld, Die Politik der Propheten dcs alten Testaments, in the JSfeue Evan- 
gelische Kirchenzeitung, Ko. 22 tur 1862. 
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etliical feeling of justice and right, and a glowing zeal for 
Jehovah’s honour and service. The spiritual clement of their 
nature was roused and intensified. It were wrong to call the 
afflatus under which they spoke and acted the same as the 
poetical one, or tlie impulse of real genius. It was higher 
than that — a dicine inspiration mingling with and waking up 
their moral consciousness to an unusual degree, not mystifying 
but stimulating and controlling tlieir powers. Faith and truth 
were their great watchword. With surpassing earnestness of 
mind and manner, they uttered deep truths lying beyond the 
horizon of their time, and even beyond that of the ordinary 
piety of humanity. The voice of God within bearing them 
onward and forward with overpowering might could not bo 
resisted. Mankind owes them a debt of eternal gratitude. Well 
does llunsen say that they were not only prophets of the people, 
but of humanity.' By their lofty example, as well as the prin- 
ciples they enunciated, they educated their own generation and 
all succeeding ones. Christianity itself embodied and perfected 
their principles. As heralds of the divine will, they were not, 
however, exempted from human frailty and national contracted- 
ness. They were men like ourselves in all the variety of per- 
sonal gifts. But they had a divine mission and noble impulse, 
which carried them into a higher strain and sjdiere than prosaic 
mortals reach. 

Xr. Schools of the prophets. — This institution, wdiich has 
been compared to various later associations, seems to have been 
intended mainly for instruction. The histori(;al notices of it are 
scanty, occiin’ing only in connexion with Samuel, and the minis- 
tries of Elijah and Elisha. It is an improbable opinion of Keil’s 
that after having been founded by Samuel, these schools were 
re-established by Elijah, which would imply that the}" ceased in 
the interval bctw'oen Sainuers death and the Tishbite. llather 
did they continue from Samuel till Elijah in uninterrupted 
succession ; a supposition favoured by the fact that a great 
number of prophets existed when the latter made his public 
appearance (1 Kings xviii. Id). In 1 Sam. x. 5-12 we meet 

with a company of prophets who come down 

from the hill of Gibeah in Benjamin, and prophesy. It is not 
stated that they dwelt in Gibeah ; they may have been to 
it on a pilgrimage, and have been seized by the way. Again, 
in 1 Sara. xix. 19, etc., we read of a company of 

prophets prophesying with Samuel at their head, at Bamuh, in 
Naiothy a word signifying dwellings, as though they lived beside 
one another. In neither of these passages is there anything to 

1 Gott in dcr Geschichtc, vol. i. p. 223. 
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suggest the idea of a school properly so called. It is prophets ^ 
not the sons of the prophets '33) > who assembled around 

Samuel. The sous of the prophets are said in 2 Kings iv. 38, to 
sit before their master. In the association of the prophets at 
Eamah, we see a company brought together by their own free 
choice to prepare themselves by sacred exercises for a theocratic 
life. Music and song were employed, partly to attune the mind 
to calmness and raise it by the soft harmony of-numbers to the 
contemplation of the divine. As has been well said, music 
brings a tone out of the higher world into the spirit of the 
hearer.^ Literature was also attended to. Tlie sacred records 
of the nation, icritten and oralf w'cre read. Hence the earliest 
prophetic writers, as Amos and Hosea, have numerous allusions 
to the older history’, and mention many written laws (Hos. viii. 
12). Some of these historieal annals were incorporated into the 
canonical books of Kings and Chronicles. They were the 
objects of diligent study on the part of these associated prophets. 
There is no mention of any other college of prophets in the time 
of Samuel, except that at Hamah. Kor can we tell, in the 
absence of express information, what its internal arrangements 
were. 

The next mention of associations of prophets or prophetic 
schools properly so called, does not occur till the reign of Joram, 
when Elijah and Elislia were both living. Three localities are 
spoken of at wliich they were established ; Bethel (2 Kings 
ii. 3), Jericho (ii. 5), and Gilgal (iv. 38) : but the one established 
at Gilgal was afterwards removed for want of room to the banks 
of the Jordan (2 Kings vi. 1). Other passages imply that the 
occupants of these establishments were numerous (2 Kings ii. 
16 ; iv. 43 ; vi. 1). The inmates are termed sons of the prophets 
who are said to sit before the master or president (1 Kings xx. 
35 ; 2 Kings iv. 38; vi. 1). Living together, they partook of 
their meals in common. Some were married, others not ; but it 
is likely that the latter had dwellings of their own round about 
the common centre, where the former lived in close intimacy 
(2 Kings iv. 1, etc.). They must not be viewed as recluses in 
monasteries. This is an unfortunate parallel of Jerome's. If an 
analogous institute out of Judaism be looked for, it is found in 
the rythagoreaii associations. Perhaps theological seminaries are 
the nearest approach to them in the sphere of Chiistianity.’^ 
They do not seem to have acted much or extensively on the out- 
ward life of the people ; neither was their agency directed 
toward the continuance or enlargement of the theocracy. Their 
life was more contemplative than active. The praises of Jehovah 

* Kocster, p. 254, 

* Sec Tlioluck, Die Proplieteii und ihro WeissaguTigcn, pp. 26, 27. 
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were celebrated by them in pious hymns which they composed 
and sang.^ It is possible indeed that they travelled in the 
land to excite the people to good ; yet their iRfluence was 
not extensive. Both their manner of life and dress were 
simple. The people brought them spontaneous offerings and 
presents on which they subsisted (1 Kings xiv. 3 ; 2 Kings 
iv. 1, 38, 42). Occasionally they suffered hunger, and went 
out into the fields to gather herbs. They kept cattle and 
tilled the ground at times. Their apparel was coarse. They 
wore nothing but the plain tunic or under-garment. Their 
principals had a mantle. Elijah wore a leathern girdle (2 Kings 
1 . 8) besides a mantle or cloak. Since those in the northern 
kin^om of Israel were separated from the sanctuary at Jeru- 
salem, it has been rightly inferred from 2 Kings iv. 23, that 
the pious were wont to assemble in these prophetic abodes for 
worship, at the new moons and sabbaths, on which occasions 
especially it probably happened that the offerings set apart by 
the law for the Levitical priests were brought. There is no 
proof that these schools of the prophets existed in the kingdom of 
Judah. They were not required there. The Rabbins indeed 
represent them as existing down to the Babylonish captivity ; 
but the passage they refer to in 2 Kings xxii. 14, where 
is the house of Huldah the prophetess, hardly supports the view. 
The word does not mean a college or place of hist ruction, but the 
second quarter of the city. It is quite probable that the pro- 
minent prophets in Judah had small circles of friends and disci- 
ples about them, who wished to keep alive the divine word in 
the midst of apostacy ; but these were not organisations or 
schools of the 'prophets? 

Schools of the prophets do not furnish a proper example of 
Hebrew prophetism, because young men trained and prepared 
themselves in them for promoting religious culture gcnemlly. True 
prophetic inspiration does not come in that way. It docs not con- 
sist with reflection. The exercise of the understanding, so far from 
conducing to its existence, has an opposite tendency. An educa- 
tional process unfits the soul for the genuine, di\dne afflatus. 

XII. Principles constituting the ground-work of the 
PROPHETIC MINISTRY. — The prophcts were not teachers, properly 
speaking, but speakers. They saw images, not abstract thoughts. 
Hence they did not inculcate doctrine. They wished to call 
forth fixedness of purpose and steadiness in its execution, by 
admonition, warning, and threatening. The universal principle 
which constitutes the sum of their discourses is a decided 
belief in one God as the Almighty, holy, and righteous Ruler 

^ Stahelin'g Sj^clle Einleitung, u. 8. w. p. 189. 

> See Ochler, i^opbetenthum dei A. T. in Herzog’s Encyklopaedie. 
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of the world, the rightful Lord and King of the Jewish 
people ; who chose them to be a peculiar people, a nation of 
priests holy unto Himself ; and willed that they should he 
holy. Accordingly He required of his people both sanctifica^ 
tion and unconditional confidence in His protection. In con- 
formity with the same principle, the prophets censured idolatry 
as a breach of faith against the only true God and apostacy 
from their lawful Governor. This treason was not always in 
word. It lay in deed also. It was of two kinds, secret unbelief 
in God’s protecting power, which was not always expressed, but 
manifested itself practically by grasping at all kinds of carnal 
means, such as warlike defences, alliances, etc. ; and superstition^ 
i,e. pretended or false faith. It was so with the false prophets, 
who had recourse to sorceries. On the contrary, the true incul- 
cated trust in God, warning the people against an outward 
worship and empty sacrifices. They reproved current vices 
among men of distinction; and pointed to God the helper of 
widows and orphans, who does not leave unpunished the man 
that oppresses them. In like manner, they combated extortion 
and the oppression of the poor, partiality in judgment, luxury, 
and haughtiness which is unseemly to man in the sight of God. 
By way of supporting and strengthening their admonitions, 
they had promises for the compliant and penitent, forgiveness of 
sin, help in distress, deliverance from oppression, and restoration 
of prosperity as well as of the kingdom of God. On the other 
hand, they had threatenings and divine chastisements for the 
xmbelieving, which usually consisted in the invasions of foreign 
^oples bringing desolation on the land, and in captivity or death. 
It is for this reason that the prophetic discourses are predomi- 
nantly connected with the form of prediction. The predictive 
aspect of them, however, has been too exclusively attended to 
till recently. 

XIII. I^rophecy and Prediction. — Prophecies in the true 
sense of that term are not to be taken as predictions. They 
are not the announcement of future events for satisfying curi- 
osity. God himself must be regarded as their end, idea, and 
motive. Their leading idea is that of the divine righteousness, so 
far as God appears sovereign of the theocratic kingdom; and 
that idea is only applied to the case in question in the firm 
conviction that it must bo carried into effect. Hence two 
peculiarities may be explained, viz,, that the idea is conditioned by 
historical relations', and therefore prophesyings do not lose 
themselves in air, without substance ; and also, that they are for 
the most part indefinite and general, consisting of generfid images 
of prosperity and adversity. Such images often appear very 
vague. They should not be taken literally. In the case of 
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those borrowed from nature, it should be considered that they 
form a corresponding parallel to the world of mankind. Where- 
ever definite predictions having special details occur, particularly 
in relation to timesy it can be shewn that they are supposititious ; 
or that the whole prophecy is spurious, e,g,y the predictions 
respecting Cyrus in Isaiah, etc., which are unauthentic. In 
like manner, Daniers predictions are spurious. 

It is a sound canon, that prediction must not disturb history. 
This has been well illustrated by Nitzsch.^ Thus the foretellings 
of the Sybil, describing tlie life of Jesus historically, are fiction. 
Detailed predictions cease to belong to the region of propliecy. 
Not every one indeed, as Tholuck properly remarks ; but only 
such as are uttered in presence of the acting subjects of history. 
This appears from Ezek. xxi., where the prophet, who is far 
distant, knows that the Daby Ionian army was before Jerusalem 
on a certain day ; and gives a vivid picture of the city at the 
time. In the twelfth chapter of the same book of Ezekiel, 
the fate of Zedekiah at the taking of the city is ])articularly 
described. It is incorrect to assert that the prophets occasionallv 
gave forth dedinite numbers respecting the future, as Tholuck 
still maintains." Jeremiah indeed is represented as predicting 
the seventy years* captivity (xxix. 10) ; but it is not so easy as 
this critic imagines, to make out its duration for that time; 
since the terminus a quo taken, the fourth year of Jehoiakim, is 
inadmissible. Even with tliat, ])ut sixty-eiglit years can be 
elicited, as he allows; without sanctioning Hengstcnberg*s his- 
torical combinations. The number seventy is simply a round 
number. That number connect(‘d with Tyre in Is. xxiii. 15, 
is of the same character. Tholuck himself allows that it is 
but approximative -y for he reckons only sixty-six years, basing 
tliat calculation too on an uncertain interpretation of the passage. 
ApproximntivCy not precise y numbers vitiate the position assumed 
by the critic at the outset; and therefore both the seventies, 
with Is. vii. 16; viii. 4, are irrelevant. The fifteen years 
announced by Isaiah as added to llezekiah*8 life would be to the 
point ; for the number exactly agrees, were it not that the form 
of the chapter, as well as several of its details, do not l)clong to 
Isaiah, but to a later writer or redactor. The sixty-five years 
in Isaiah vii. 8, after wliich Ephraim should cease to be a peoido, 
are part of a gloss. 

We believe that where definite days or years are used, as one, 
three, seven, forty, they sometimes stand for round numbers, 
and arc therefore general designations of time ; sometimes both 
they and names of places were added by later hands, after the 

* System dcr christlichen Lchre, sec. 35, p. 86 et seqq., fifth edition. 

* Die Propheten und ihre 'Wcuisagungon, p. Ill et siqq. 
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prophecy was fulfilled. Minute and specific traits of this nature 
should always be regarded as a presumption against the authen- 
ticity; because they are contrary to the general analogy of 
prophecy. In all cases, the interpreter should look, not so much 
to the fulfilment in detail, as to the occasion, circumstances, and 
motives in which the prophecy originated. 

It is now commonly admitted, that the essential part of 
biblical prophecy docs not lie in predicting contingent events, 
but in divhnng the essentially religious in the course of history. 
Historical proofs of the agreement of prophecy with its fulfil- 
ment are unimportant, unless the realisation be characterised in 
leading points, .not in details. Prophecy pourtrays events in 
outline, which are always connected with the progress of the 
kingdom of God. It is to Schlcierraacher wo owe the true 
perception of its nature in modern times. ^ But while Tholuck 
admits that prophecy does not overpass the political horizon 
of the time, being related only to such worldly powers as are 
about to reach their zenith, he contends that the canon is not 
universal ; and gives two notable exceptions.^ One of these is 
derived from the thirty-ninth chapter of Isaiah, in which the 
Chaldee empire is described as a great power that should destroy 
Judea and take away the people captive. Hence it is thought 
that the Babylonian exile was foretold 150 years before it took 
place. Isaian said to Hezekiah : “ Behold the days come that 
all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid 
up in store until this day, shall be carried to Babylon ; nothing 
shall be left, saith the Lord. And of thy sons that shall issue 
from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take awaj" ; and 
they shall bo eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon’^ 
(xxxix. G, 7). This example of prediction does not hold good ; 
because tlio chapter was not written in its present form by 
Isaiah himself. It is a later composition, posterior in time even 
to its parallel in 2 Kings xx., which is also later than Isaiah, 
though founded upon a historical work composed by the prophet. 
The probability is, that the later time at which the thirty-ninth 
chapter of Isaiah’s book was written (as well as the twentieth 
chapter of the second book of Kings), materially contributed 
to its form and partly to its ingredients. Ko argument like 
Tholuck ’s can be founded upon it ; because it is not Isaiah’s 
authentic production. It is untrue that the genuineness of the 
chapter has never been doubted. The other passage adduced 
by Tholuck, after Ileimstenberg, is Mic. iv. 10, which we 
shall hereafter show to bo irrelevant. Micah does not predict 
the Babylonisli captivity and deliverance, according to the 

* Der christlicho Glaubo, i. p. 133; ii. p. 133. 

* Dio IVopUeten, u. a. w., p. 87, et acqq. 



462 


PROPHECY. 


ordinary view of those events. Nor can the oracle of 
Balaam form a real exception, as long as its meaning is so 
obscure, in the part of it bearing on the question, the twenty- 
third and twenty-fourth verses of the twenty- fourth chapter of 
Numbers ; for it is by no means certain that Chittim is either 
Macedonia in a narrower sense, or Greece, or the far west gene- 
rally. Ewald’s opinion is still the most probable, that the 
allusion is to an insurrection of the inhabitants of Cyprus 
against the mother country Phoenicia, by which the Assyrian 
coast was threatened.^ Mention of such an event occurs in the 
Tyrian historian Menander, according to Josephus. Perhaps 
Tholuck will consider us as blind as Yon Lengerke and Tuch in 
not seeing the incongruity of this explanation, because the 
Phoenicians were conquerors; but that circumstance does not 
essentially afiect the oracle. This part of it at least belongs to 
the Assyrian period, and was imfultilled. In its present form 
it could not have been uttered by Balaam. ^ 

In like manner we might shew that Nahum’s prophecy re- 
lating to Nineveh is no exception. He did not announce the 
ruin of that city about one hundred years before the event, as is 
often asserted. In proof of this W’c refer to our observations on 
the book of that prophet. 

We may therefore safely assert that in no place or propliecy 
can it be shewn that the literal predicting of distant historical 
events is contained. Isaiah did not foretell the Babylonian 
captivity 150 j^cars before, in the thirty-ninth chapter of his 
book. Neither did he predict Tyre’s fall and ruin by the Chal- 
deans 130 years before the event, in the twenty- third chapter. 
Micah did not foretell the captivity in Babylon and deliverance 
from it 140 and 200 years previously. Nahum did not predict 
Nineveh’s ruin 100 years before. The 70 years captivity in 
Babylon were not foretold by Jeremiah in that definite number, 
else he would have uttered what is not strictly correct, because 
the captivity did not last 70 years. 

The prophets, though not always remaining in their own 
time, but occasionally glancing into the future, never tore them- 
selves entirely loose from their own historical standpoint, except 
in ideal delineations of the Messianic age. The relations of 
their age were the starting point of their fliglit, conditioning 
and influencing both its elevation and form. They did not at 
times take their standpoint in the distant future and survey 
events thence, as Hengstenberg supposes; because the ethical 
scope of their prophecies, which is a characteristic of their 
nature, would be all but lost. Even in visions they were never 

* Gescbichte des Vollces Israel, vol iii. p. 608. 

* See Tholuck's Die Fropheten u. s. w. p. 101, 
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entirely taken out of the circumstances and objects of their own 
time ; much less were they so separated in their ordinary state. 
We find no warrant for identifying the condition of vision 
with that of ecstasy, and converting the exceptional into the 
usual, as Hengstenberg does. When tho prophets say they had 
visions, visions may be assumed ; but even then, the present 
was not wholly eliminated from their consciousness in all 
the forms and reflections of it; nor was their standpoint in 
tho distant future. So far as they had a standpoint related to 
time, it was still in the present. In ardent hopes and poetical 
descriptions of a Messianic reign, they did project themselves 
into the distant future, but it was distant unconsciously to 
them ; their usual method was to look no farther than the 
near future, as it unfolded itself out of the present to their 
purified vision. They foretold such a future as the present 
merged into ; without distinct lines of separation between. 

That which is to come,” says Ewald, presents itself before 
the propliet’s spirit as with palpable form and features : what 
Jehovah wills and prepares, he beholds as with the clearest eye ; 
while the world about him sees nothing of this wondrous light. 
This is the atmosphere in which the prophet feels, as it were 
beforehand, sooner and more acutely sensible than all other men, 
the approaching future ; and is able, with delicate perception, to 
anticipate what others arrive at later and more roughly by 
experience : in which he discerns the inevitable calamity coming 
from God, while none else has yet marked anything of it, and 
is conscious of the divine wrath beforehand, from the fire glow- 
ing within his own soul.”^ 

It should be ever remembered that prediction was not the 
prophets’ main object ; though their discourses have often that 
form. The messengers of heaven should not be converted into 
something like heathen soothsayers ; or made to foretell events in 
the manner of historians writing them beforehand. Perspicuae 
reruin oontingentium pracdictiones, ‘‘clear prediction of contin- 
gent things,” according to the old theology, prophecy is not. 
What is an undeveloped germ of the future must not be trans- 
formed into a hhtoria ante eventum^ “history before it takes 
place.” It is time, therefore, that books like those of Newton 
and Keith on the prophecies, based on a total misapprehen- 
sion of the subject, should be discarded. They have done great 
injury, and violate the very interpretation of the letter which 
they professedly advocate. Where dim outlines connected 
present and future to tho spiritual sight, there the prophets 
were foretellers. This mode of prediction, and the extent it 


^ Dio Propheton des alien Pundes, toI. i. p. 24. 
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was carried to, is grounded in their proper function as heralds 
of truths relating to God*s kingdom on earth. They had a 
deeper insight into the past and present than other men ; because 
their inner eye had been opened by the Spirit to comprehend 
the causes at work in the moral government of the world, with 
the necessary results ; and whoever comprehends past and pre- 
sent, sees into the future also, as Yon Raumer lias said. 

Here Eichhorn’s rationalistic view should be avoided, which 
is both shallow and incorrect, viz., that their oracles were for 
the most part veiled historical descriptions of the present or 
past.' This makes them hardly so much as guesses at the 
future. Rather does it impeach the prophets* transparent 
honesty of purpose, robbing them of their true position os 
men whom tlie Spirit of God elevated to a more extended 
view of divine providence in relation to the theocratic nation. 
Besides Eichhorn’s view, two others arc equally untenable, viz., 
that the alliidons to the future arc the product of human wis- 
dom. Thus the experience of the prophets, their calm and reflec- 
tive estimate of the different relations of life both of individuals 
and peoples, enabled them to glance correctly into the future ; 
because they drew from past and present the proper materials for 
their survey. The second view is that their discourses contain 
nothing but human hopes and fears uttered under the inspiration 
of patriotism and poetic imagination, without much concern as 
to their fulfilment in the future. Both views may account for 
some phenomena, but neither is a suflicient explanation of all. 
They arc defective in leaving out the divine element. The 
Spirit of God enlightonc^d and siiblimpd the seers’ minds, bring- 
ing them into near sympathy with God.- This appears most 
clearly from the fact, that certain events in the immediate 
future are sometimes foretold with groat confidence, so that 
the prophets must have been sure they would take place, 
without doubt, in precise harmony with the announcement. 
Authentic oracles of this nature, though rare, are an evidence 
that an influence superior to human sagacity pervaded the 
spirits of the prophets. Such is Isaiah’s predicting the im- 
pending downfall of tlie kingdoms of Syria and Israel ; though 
when they threatened Judah, they were confederate and appa- 
rently strong Tvii.). The repeated assurances given by the 
same prophet of the destruction of the Assyrian army before 
Jerusalem, belong to the same head (xxix.). So too Jeremiah’s 
definite predictions of the return of the people from captivity. 
Express foretellings of individual events in the immediate 

* In hia Die Hebraische Propheten uebersetzt und erkldrt, 3 Theilc. Gottingem, 
1816 1819, 8vo. 

* Sec nicck’s Einleitung, p. 432 et seqq. 
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future were sometimes uttered by the prophets with a confidence 
that shewed unwavering faith in their exact fulfilment. Yet it 
must be granted that they are not numerous. As soon as an ex- 
positor has a desire to increase them, he is exposed to the error 
of taking prophecies whose authenticity is doubtful. 

The prophet’s delineations of the future are in essence nothing 
but foreboding fi, — efforts of the spiritual eye to bring up before 
itself the distinct form of the future. As such, they take in the 
final result, without the historical steps and stages leading to it, 
or its real, individual features. The thing foa^s before him. 
Hence ho does not give a description of it, with detailed features 
as they occur in history. He secs times of prosperity as clearly 
as if they were near ; but the course of events gradually imfolds 
numerous obstacles in the way of their speedy arrival. A period 
of final calamity does not arrive so soon as he expects ; but the 
threatening is not on that account unfulfilled. Large allowance 
must be made for glowing hopes and holy desires. The poetry 
of an imagination strongly impressed by the Spirit of God must 
not be transmuted into a prosaic detail of events and circum- 
stances, To make the prophet’s presentiments of what is to 
liappen in connexion with God’s church into historical declara^ 
tious is to mistake their character. A degree of vagueness 
belongs to them, because he cannot penetrate so clearly into the 
future as to fix times, seasons, and minute features. His pre- 
dictions are projected and shaped by the glowing and varied 
longings of tlie imagination ; by a clearer insight into the chain 
of causes and events than others possess ; by a dream- waking 
which makes him a dim mirror of the future, where the pro- 
vince of ordinary knowledge is sometimes transcended so that 
things are foreseen which have not been in the sense-perception, 
but are quite beyond its conditions. For (he prevision of the 
prophet, in its highest stage, belongs to that preconscious life of 
the soul which occasionally exhibits phenomena transcending its 
ordinary and conscious powers. It is intensified presentiment. 
In its ordinary stage, howeycr, it does not transcend the con- 
scious life into which powers and relations prepared in the pre- 
conscious nature have found their way, and vitalise it in conse- 
quence to a higher pitch. That the prophets did not always 
predict events as they were fulfilled, and occasionally foretold 
what remains unaccomplished, is an evidence that their con- 
sciousness was only intensified, and their spiritual eye, though 
bright, not all-seeing. That they penetrated into the future so 
far, and unfolded certain events with their most characteristic 
featm*es, where neither a spontaneous calculation of probability 
nor the material of ordinary religious ideas, nor personal culture, 
afibrds an adequate explanation, shews that there is a precon- 

TOL. II. 30 
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Bcious region of the soul with which the divine l^irit, evoking 
its latent phenomena, has sympathetic relation.^ The substance 
of their prophecies was not conveyed to them in words or dic- 
tated (a view cmtrary iOy and inconsistent tPith, inspiration), but 
were the spontaneous utterances of a mind elevated by divine 
impulsion. Hence they are hardly susceptible of a literal ful- 
filment. 

XIV. Does the Old Testament teach that eatery single 
PROPHECY MUST BE FULFILLED? — In Dcuteronomy (xviii. 22) 
we read ** When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, 
if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which 
the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it pre- 
sumptuously : thou shalt not be afraid of him.” These words 
appear clearly to assert that all true prophecies must be fulfilled, 
else they forfeit their character. But an attentive review of the 
whole range of prophecy tends to modify the sentiment. As a 
criterion for distinguishing the true from the false, an induction 
of particulars compels us not to rely upon it almhitely and with- 
out exception. If we compare Jeremiah (xxviii. 0), where it is 
said, “ The prophet which prophesioth of peace, when the word 
of the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be 
known, that the Lord hath truly sent him,” wo may get some 
aid in the explanation of the passage in Deuteronomy. The 
latter appears to refer to false prophets, whom it furnishes a 
test for trying. The sense of the passage in Deuteronomy is, 
when a prophet speaks of peace in the name of the Lord, then if 
the thing does not come to pass, the Lord has not spoken it. 
The false prophets prophesied of immediate prosperity, uncondi- 
tionally. Hence their promises were frequently fallacious. But 
it is not said of every individual prophecy spoken by a true 
prophet that it must come to pass in the way its language would 
lead us to suppose.® 

The dark pictures of the future with w^hich the prophets 
threatened the enemies of their country — the special judgments 
described as about to befall them were not always literally accom- 
plished. This is well known to the critical students of prophecy. 
In seeking such fulfilment violence may be done to the intent of 
the prediction, because neither the language of impassioned 
poetry and intense excitement, nor the diction of ardent desires 
and patriotic hopes, was meant for literal prose. In order 
to present general ideas more impressively to the mind of the 
reader, the prophet calls such principles, for example, as that 
God would punish the perverse among the people and deliver 

* See Contribution* to Mental Philosophy by J. M. F’ichto, translated by Morell, 
chapters 3 and 4. 

* See Jahrbiichcr fiir Deutsche Thcologie, vol. iv. p. 360, ct soqq. 
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the faithiiil from danger and misery, different sorts of punish- 
ment and different ways of preservation, without attaching any 
weight to these specinc traits, or considering the truth of his 
prediction to be dependent on their exact fulfilment. Poetical 
hyperboles and imaginary details should be regarded as such. 
The prophet indwidmlmSf painting general truths in the concrete 
where we express them in the ahstract Such is the Oriental 
method. It is more graphic and lively than ours. Of course 
the special traits are usually formed from the historical relations 
of the time. Present circumstances suggest and shape them. 
Thus if some foreign power seems threatening in the distance, 
it is taken constituting burden of the punishment about to 
come upon the apostate. We read of Edom : “ the smoke 
thereof shall go up for ever; from generation to generation it 
shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for ever and ever'' 
(Is. xxxiv. 10). Travellers have passed through Idumaea. 

Again, in seeking the fulfilment of predictions, the interpre- 
ter may be sometimes disappointed because unexpected changes 
arose to frustrat6, at least for awhile, the events announced — 
changes which only the All-seeing One could foreknow. This 
is admitted even % Tholuck. The present place is not one 
for details, but a single example of a prediction’s non-fulfilment 
may be given from Ezek. xxvi., whore we now read that 
Tyre should bo taken, plundered, and destroyed by Nebu- 
chadnezzar. No historian, cither Greek or Phoenician, mentions 
such an event. The Seder Olara indeed speaks of its capture ; 
but the document is of no authority, Nebuchadnezzar be- 
sieged the city thirteen years. We allow that the Tyrians 
capitulated y as Movers^ has shewn, with wliom agree Duncker* 
and Niebuhr.^ In consequence of this the inhabitants again 
became vassals of the Chaldeans. Is a capitulation, however, 
equivalent to such a conquest as the prophet describes P So 
Tholuck asserts, maintaining that the necessary conditions of a 
disgraceful surrender fully satisfy the requirements of xxvi. 
9-13. But the prophecy says, “And they shall destroy the 
walls of Tyrus, and break down her towers ; I will also scrape 
her dust from her, and make her like the top of a rock. It 
shall he a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea** 
(4, 5). In like manner we read in the fourteenth verse and 
onwards of the complete fall and total destruction of the city, 
which a capitulation does not fulfil, as Tholuck confesses.^ 
Surely, to take one part of the prophecy as a proper fulfilment, 

1 Die Phoenizier, II. 1, p. 4S1, et aeqq. 

* Geschichte dea Altherthuras, vol. i. p. 172. 

* Gescliichte Assurs uud Pabels, p. 216. 

* Die Propheten, u. s. w. pp. 133, 134. 
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and relegate another to the department of poetical embellish- 
ment, is equivalent to the admission that as a whole it was 
not fulfilled. The language of Ezekiel in another place seems 
to convey the impression that Tyre was not conquered. “ Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Eabylon caused his army to serve a great 
service against Tyrus: every head was made bald, and every 
shoulder was peeled : yet had he no icageSf nor his amiy^ for 
Tyrus, for the serrice that he had served against it. Therefore 
thus saith the Lord God ; Behold I will give the land of Eg 3 q>t 
unto Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, etc.'* (xxix. 18, 19, etc.). 
This passage may contain the prophet's confession that his pre- 
diction came to nothing because the siege Tvas ineflcctual, as 
Gesenius and Ilitzig think. Or it mav mean that the Chal- 
dean army received no adequate reward lor the immense labour 
they had in constructing the great earth wall, because the 
Tyrians had conveyed their treasures into their colonial cities. 
Eg)q)t was not a proix'r equivalent. The latter view is the one 
adopted after Jerome, by Hengstenberg, Ilavcrnick, and Ewald. 
Long after Nebuchadnezzar, Tyre was a flourishing emporium, 
and was attacked by Alexander the Great. But Ezekiel pre- 
dicts its total destmetion by Nebuchadnezzar, so that it should 
be like the top of a rock and never rebuilt. Such desolation 
did not take place till the middle ages. 

We need not refer to what is said of Babylon in Is. xiii. 
14-21, and Jer. 1., li., and its conquest by Cyrus, because 
Tholuck himself allows the accounts of Berosus and Herodotus 
to be irreconcileable with the prediction. Yet he makes an 
ingenious attempt to prove that the description of Xenophon in 
his Cyropaedia agrees with the terms of the prophecy, thus 
exalting the credit of the latter at the expense of Hercxlotus. 
The attempt cannot be called successful. The prophets them • 
selves attached no importance to the fact that each particular 
and detail in their prophecies should be fulfilled. They wore 
always correct in the main respecting the future; for they took a 
spiritual and searching view of it in the light of the present. But 
every individual trait of their prediction was not literally carried 
into effect, and such non-fulfilment gave them no concern. 
Thus Isaiah was not embarrassed by the fact that Samaria's 
booty was not carried before Tiglath-pileser, as was announced 
to Ahaz (viii. 4) ; nor by Damascus not becoming a hey) of 
nuns, ^d so ceasing to be a city (xvii. 1). Neither was Jere- 
miah disturbed by the circumstance that Zedekiah did not die a 
geaceful and honourable death like his father (Jer. xxxiv. 5, and 

To this head belong the prophecies which speak of the 
Messianic age. Taken in their oovious and natural sense, they 
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were neither fulfilled in the manner nor at the times represented. 
The future age of Messiah, in which Israel should be preemi- 
nently glorious, is depicted as an entire revolution of existing 
circumstances — a new creation of some things, and the remov^ 
of existing evil. The position and functions of kings, judges, 
priests in the renovated church, are to bo different. The theo- 
cratic people will have to contend with external foes no more. 
The attitude of other peoples towards them will be submissive 
and respectful. Jehovah shall be worshipped in truth. Special 
details are given not only of the institutions of worship, but 
even of weights and measures. This golden age is always 
represented as at hand. Jehovah himself says in Isaiah : “ My 
righteousness is near ; my salvation is gone forth,’’ etc. (li. 5). 
To whatever time the prophet belonged, he contemplated the 
setting up of the Messianic kingdom and glorification of Israel 
as near. The revolution in question is said to take place at the 
end of datfSt or in the last days, a phrase not denoting in the view 
of tlie proplicts the far-distant future, but the interval between 
their present circumstances and the great change impending. 
To them were no long intervening centuries between their 
own day and that of redemption. As they were variously gifted 
and siirroimded by difierent circumstances, the manner in which 
they paint the coming salvation is various. It is always con- 
nected with the divine judgment on the worldly power which 
threatens to destroy the theocratic state in the days of the indi- 
vidual prophet. His own historical circumstances form the 
definite circle of events and images out of which the future 
glory of Israel is described. Accordingly Isaiah and Micah 
announce the coming of the Messianic deliverance a^fter the 
judgments which the Almighty should inflict on the Israelite 
states by the instrumentality of Assyria and the divine destruc- 
tion of Assyria itself in immediate succession. In like manner, 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel describe the advent of Messiah’s reign 
after the Chaldean ravages of Jerusalem and the downfall of 
the Chaldean empire itself. In the former case, the historical 
basis of the portraiture is tho actual relation of the Assyrian, 
in the other that of the Chaldean, period. The promised 
Messiah has his definite position in the one or the other accord- 
ing as the prophet himself belongs to either. Thus these men 
of God did not know the times and seasons which the Father 
has put in His own power ; because they always believed in the 
speedy arrival of the Messianic age which was to be ushered in 
by judgments upon peoples and nations — on the neighbouring 
states of Moab, Edom, etc. ; on the Assyrians ; or on the 
Chaldeans. 

But though the coming of Israel’s speedy redemption so often 
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aimounoed was delayed from time to time, our faith in prophecy 
must not be shaken. The Jews did not lose confidence in it on 
that account. Hope alwavs hastens to the consummation. The 
patriotism of these men of God was strong. They sighed and 
longed for the glorious time when Jehovah should create all 
things new. As far as they had a definite belief on the point, 
they thought redemption near. It was represented as at hand, 
in connexion with the downfall of their enemies, both to com- 
fort the desponding hearts of their fellow-believers, and to warn 
transgressors. 

There are various modes of explaining the prophecies we have 
been considering. 

First. The living God is a God of freedom who sends His 
prophets, and is partly determined in Ilis government of the 
world by the moral conduct of men. The prophets predict 
peace, which Jehovah is always ready to bestow. They an- 
nounce the final completion of God's kingdom ; and expressly 
state that there is no escape for transgressors. If a people or 
nation against whom judgment has been pronounced repent and 
turn, Jehovah will refrain from inflicting the punishment. Thus 
the fulfilment depends on moral conditions. God alters His 
purpose according to the conduct of those to whom it has been 
declared. He is merciful and gracious, not inflicting the evil 
denounced against those who turn from the error of their ways. 
If prophecies are conditioned in this manner, it is hardly proper 
to say tliat any are unfulfilled. Accomplishment and condition 
should be taken together, as things inseparably connected. 
This is the view taken by Bertheau, and developed at great 
length.^ We cannot however adopt it as satisfactory, because 
it fails to account for many phenomena. Thus in the prophecies 
respecting the total destruction of Babylon by the Medcs (Is. 
xiii.), the desolation of Tyro (Ezek. xxvi. and Is. xxiii.), the 
conversion of the Ethiopians, Egyptians, and Assyrians (Is. 
xviii. 19), not a word occurs about the possibility of the cities 
and peoples being changed, leading to the non-fulfilment of the 
judgments declared against them. It appears to us that this 
moral regulation of Jehovah’s conduct is an expedient unsanc- 
tionod by the prophetic writing themselves. Wo should cer- 
tainly expect its mention, at mast by Ezekiel in his twenty- 
ninth chapter ; because having predicted the total desolation of 
Tym in the twenty-sixth, he expressly alludes to the non-fulfil- 
ment of the prophecy after that fashion ; affirming that Egypt 
had been given to Gyrus for a compensation, instead of the rich 
Tyre. Here was an occasion for intimating the cause of the 

^ lahrbilcher fiir Doutiehe Theologie, Yierter Band, p. 835 at aeqq. 
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Almighty^s change of purpose, had it been dependent on the 
conduct of the Tyrians. The case of the Ninevites repenting at 
the preaching of Jonah, and so averting their predict^ punish- 
ment, is adduced by Bertheau. But the analogy does not hold 
good ; for Jonah was commanded to preach to Nineveh that it 
should be overthrown within- forty dayjL The form of the pro- 
phecy is conditional, not absolute as in the case of Tyre. The 
authority for interposing the repentance of the citizens between 
the prophetic proclamation and their destructidn lies in the 
very nature of the proclamation. The cases we have quoted 
contain nothing similar. In them the moral condition must be 
assumed. The same observation applies still more strongly to 
the other example quoted by Bertheau, viz., Jer. xxvi. The 
burden of Jeremiah’s message from Jehovah to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem is repentance in order to avert the threatening curse. 
Conditional fulfilment must be limited to the cases in which the 
condition is either expressed or implied, or where blessings and 
curses are pronounced on certain moral relations. To generalise 
it, as Bertheau does, is to endanger, if not to destroy, the cha- 
racteristics of prophecy — of prediction undoubtedly. On such 
principles any one may foretell the future. 

Secondly. According to Lord Bacon, the fulfilment of the 
divine predictions takes place continuously. While they pass 
through certain grades and stages of fulfilment, the plenitude 
and summit of their acoompKshment are reserved for some par- 
ticular time.^ In accordance with this view, Koester supposes 
that every prophecy may be fulfilled as often as the conditions 
it presupposes are repeated. It has a continuous accomplish- 
ment.* Auberlen’s view is substantially the same.* He thinks 
that we must still look to the future for the accomplishment 
of many things predicted of Israel which have been but par- 
tially or imperfectly fulfilled in the past. On many grounds 
we object to the explanation in question. It is contrary to the 
established principle of historical interpretation, and confiises 
the method of an expositor. It takes out a few allusions to the 
event in which the prophet’s countrymen were most interested, 
and reserves the remainder for fulfilment at some future time. 
Why should the historical circumstances out of which the 
prophecy arose and by which it is conditioned be expected 
again at a distant period P Is it because the traits to which 
they give rise do not find their counterpart in the first stage of 
fulnlmentP If the prediction be a de&iite one, with specific 

' De Augment. Sclent, lib. ii. cap. 11. 

3 Die Pr^heten dee alten und neueu Testaments, p. 309. 

> In bis Der Prophet Daniel und die Offenbarung Johannis ; and in the lahrbiicher 
fur Deutsche Theologie, Dritter Band, p. 778 et aeqq. 
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details and allusions, these details, or at least some of them, are 
postponed by this critic to the future. Hence the Israelites must 
occupy a position similar to that in which they were when the 
prophet spoke. The peoples who opposed the theocratic nation 
are also to be in the same attitude. In short the Jewish rela- 
tions of the old economy as they existed at a particular crisis 
must reappear. All this is highly improbable. It leads to 
assumptions arbitraiy and uiiscriptural ; such as the rebuilding 
of the temple and restoration of sacrifices. In all the shapes 
which the theory has taken in the hands of expositors, whether 
as proposed by Alexander or by Auberlen, it appears to us 
imtenable. A prophecy which does not properly apply to one 
event, but to a number of successive ones spread over centuries, 
admits of no proper exegesis. The parts of it cannot be divided 
and assigned to the respective events. Besides, the explanation 
in question fails to account for the fact of Ezekiel first predict- 
ing the capture and destruction of Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar and 
afterwards modifying his statement. Here the assumption of 
the prediction being a panoramic view of Tyrees fall, is inap- 
plicable. To expect again the literal accomplishment of these 
Messianic prophecies in the future appears to us also luiscrip- 
tural ; involving considerations which Auberlen cannot have 
considered. 

Thirdly. Some convert the descriptions of the prophets 
respecting future redemption into figures symbolising the 
Christian period, and so divest them of all their force and 
propriety. But AssjTia and Egypt, Moab, Edom, and Magog 
are not mere representatives of the ungodly world-power ; they 
are literally the kingdoms and states signified by the names. 
We cannot believe tliat the prophets overleaped the historical 
centuries between them and Christ. Such sudden springs are 
arbitrarily assumed. The whole theory rests upon the c&static 
state of the prophets, in which they are supposed to have seen 
things as in a picture. The older interpreters, who adopted 
mystical senses at will, may be classed under this head. They 
easily got over the difficulty involved in the non-fulfilment of 
certain predictions. Thus Tyre is the church of Home, accord- 
ing to Cocceius on Is. xxiii. ; Babylon in Is. xiii., xiv., is Anti- 
christ. After the same fashion Israel is the Christian church ; 
so that many things applied to the former are thought to be 
fulfilled in the history of Christianity. The evils of this inter- 
pretation are numerous. It introduces arbitrariness and uncer- 
tainty, severs passages from their proper connexion in the 
development of prophecy, and mars the correspondence between 
history and prophecy. By such capricious interpretation the 
gradual progress and growth of prophetism are greatly obscured. 
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Fourthly* Hengstenberg's view, which professes to avoid both 
this extreme and the opposite or literal interpretation, arises 
from the attempt to steer a middle course. According to him, 
wo must carefully determine between fact and figure, which he 
proceeds to shew in a number of rules. But though he professes 
to maintain a historical basis, his method leads to a rationalising 
spiritualism with which Y. Oettingen justly charges it. It 
must unavoidably do so ; however much the author may guard 
against it. The eight rules ho has given leave room enough for 
arbitrariness ; and the historical consideration of prophecy loses 
at once both its value and significancy. He himself says : ‘‘ As 
the prophets and their contemporaries were not always able 
to distinguish the figure from the literal meaning by means 
of the marks alluded to ; so wo are not always in a position 
to make this distinction with certainty, in the case of unful- 
filled prophecies.”^ The figures under which the iuture was 
presented to the prophets were necessarily such as lay within 
the circle of their ideas, and were taken from the circumstances 
amid which they lived. So Hengstenberg asserts. In this 
manner each prophet took the people or nation most inimical 
to the theocracy at his own time, as the representative of the 
hostile world-power opposed to the church of God in the future. 
But when we put together and form into a united picture these 
various traits, the historical individuality belonging to each all 
but vanishes. 

Fifthly. The only correct explanation is that which has been 
already given, which regards the prophets as still human, the 
laws of their minds being neither suspended nor violently in- 
terfered with. Gifted with the Spirit of God in a remarkable 
degree, they possessed more than ordinary foresight, and pro- 
jected their vision into the future. They gave expression to 
anticipations and hopes in general and indefinite terms. When- 
ever they referred to specific events, however, they were liable 
to mistake. The more definitely they spoke of a future fact, 
especially one relating to the enemies of the theocratic people, 
the more liable were they to miss the mark. Sagacious and 
spiritual foresight directed to events in the history of the world 
rather than of Israel, was exposed to mistake. It is obvious 
that divine revelations coming through a human medium in 
accordance with its established laws and forming a part of its 
texture also, cannot be infallible. But these failures in the minor 
matters of the prophetic ministry do not vitiate the authority 
of its fundamental lessons. The prophet^s exposition of the 
method of the divine government, of the kingdom of God on 


i Christology, toI. iy. p. 439, English translation. 
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earth, and the duties of its subjects remains intact in all its 
inte^ity and value. The great principles of justice, purity, 
rectitude, and of homage to the Supreme are nis theme; the 
essence of his divine message lying in them. As a Jew belong- 
ing to a narrow economy, he does not err in unfolding these prin- 
ciples ; though he cannot usually get beyond the condnes of the 
limitation imposed upon them by the imperfect nature of the 
theocracy to which he belongs. It is certain that the credit of 
the prophets does not rest on the occasional non-fultilment of 
the political calamities they threatened, or of the blessings they 

E romised. They relied on the doctrine of retribution, which 
olds good with respect to nations, in the present world. The 
fact that they were seers, with a spiritual standpoint and theo- 
cratic aim, did not include the ability to impart an exact know- 
ledge of the future to their contemporaries. Their mission 
needed not that qualification. To affect the moral instincts, and 
through them the general conduct of a people that their heart 
and life may bo right towards God, docs not necessitate a gift of 
foreseeing events with infallible certainty, Bertheau often 
speaks with disapprobation of volatilising the prophecies, and 
he is right in so doing because Ilengstenberg’s view amounts to 
that ; but we do not subject ourselves to the charge when we 
recognise failures of fultdment in details. While making due 
allowance for tropical costume and hyperbolical figures, not 
understanding literally what is only draperijy wo separate the 
literal from the figurative. What is vague anticipation must be 
treated as such. What is more specific should be regarded in 
the same light, not idcaliaed. 

The thing which has tended to make these failures appear more 
numerous and formidable than they are is the individualising 
method of the prophets, to which allusion has been already made. 
In the case of leading events the non-fulfilment of pre^ctions 
rarely happens. It is chiefly in details. These should not be 
urged with the same force as main features which are destined to 
find their historical reality in the future. The mode of fulfil- 
ment, rather than the fulfilment itself, is what appears. Hence 
Tholuck employs the guarded expression that there are unac- 
complished prophecies in a certain sense, KnobeFs collection of 
them requires to be sifted.^ Hitzig has added to the number 
without strengthening the view that they exist to any consider- 
able extent. The prophets never erred in their anticipations 
and predictions as far as concerns the essential matter and sig- 
nificance of the obscure thin^ belonging to the present and the 
future with which their spirit was occupied. In pointing out 

^ Der Prophetirarai der Hcbraer, toI. i. p. 303, et leqq. 
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the necessary and divinely established course of those obscure 
phenomena^ they were not mistaken. Whatever was of highest, 
eternal import m the congenial themes that filled their souls, 
was always correct. 

XV. Messianic prophecies. — ^The most important kind are 
the so-called Messianic prophecies^ which were developed by 
degrees out of the ideal element contained in all prophecy. 
That ideal element arose out of the fact that the nder or 
Israelite king was Jehovah’s representative. Even in the first 
prophets that element rises to the idea of a great transformation 
of things in the future, when the theocracy converted into a 
world-kin^om shall embrace all nations of the earth and unite 
them in the common worship of the one Jehovah; while the 
people of God, after great purifying judgments, will also be 
inwardly transformed by an increai^ agency of the Divine 
Spirit, and become holy in truth — a nation of priests and pro- 
phets, in which nothing but truth and righteousness shall be 
found ; a kingdom of God where the breach that sin introduced 
into the world — the separation between God and man — shall be 
healed, and primeval peace return to mankind and nature. All 
this is set forth in glowing colours. The idea has got the name 
Messianic, because it is connected with the mission of a king of 
David’s stem, who is called in Hebrew “an anointed one.” 
Messiah was to be the hero under whom the restoration of 
the chosen people should take place. The prophets, however, 
do not call him Messiah, not even those who lived after the 
return from captivity. He is merely a descendant of David, 
destined to invest the family of Jacob with a glory and prosperity 
unequalled in the palmiest days of his great ancestor. The title 
Messiah in the book of Daniel is no exception, because the work 
is late. The idea was not developed in its completeness till the 
exile. But the corresponding notes to it in the earlier prophets 
are also justly called Messianic, such as the judgment of the 
nations, their conversion to God, the imiversal dominion of right, 
the peace of God among men, in nature, etc. 

The universal destination of the theocracy appears even at its 
establishment. Though not expressed from the commencement, 
it was contained in it in germ. It is partly implied in the 
call of Abraham, viz., in the addition that through him all the 
nations of the earth should be blessed (Gen. xii. 3 ; xxii. 18 ; 
xxvi. 6) ; partly at the introduction of the theocracy at Sinai in 
the declaration that the Israelite people should be a kin^om of 
priests, a holy race among the nations (Ex. xix. 5, 6 ; Lev. xx. 

; Deut. vii. 6, 14), implying that they should be a priestly 
people, a mediatorial nation for the earth. It is true that this 
id^ is limited by the setting up of a particular priestly order ; 
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but it was indicated from the commencement that the limitation 
should only be temporary ; as appears from the fact that priests 
were regarded as representatives of the first bom. To realise 
this idea and adapt it to the legal particularism of the Mosaic 
theocracy was the work of the prophets, who carried it out into 
the practical in the form of a restoration of the kingdom and 

C ple of God from their ruined state. Each prophet, however, 
his own method of description within this common range. 

1. Most represented the matter politically ^ by a sort 

of righteous dealing on the part of God in favour of llis people ; 
His taking vengeance on their enemies for their having oppres- 
sed the chosen ones ; IJis subduing and crushing thorn beneath 
that very people and himself. Or, again, this righteous proce- 
dure is shewn in converting those enemies, so that they shall 
know and use the way of free access to God’s kingdom. This 
is exemplified by the authentic Isaiah in particular. 

2. Other prophets put it in a purely spiritual manner in the 
light of a removal of the eeparation made among the people by 
the Levitical priesthood and the prophetic order. This abolition 
of internal restriction is effected by a general outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit inspiring all the people, and therefore all the priests 
and prophets of the community. By this means the original 
conception of the phrase, ‘^people of God,” is restored. Ex- 
amples occur in Joel iii. ; and in substance, Jer. xxxi. 31, etc. ; 
xxxii. 37, etc. ; xxiv. 7. 

3. Israel’s position in the history of the world is developed 
with the deepest and most comprehensive meaning in the second, 
unauthentic part of Isaiah, which was composed in the time of the 
exile. Here the mission and destination of the Israelite people as 
a prophet or messenger of the Lord to the nations, are most clearly 
expressed. The realisation of the mission in question is etfccted 
in the way of historical development, viz., by educating the 
Israelite people in connection with a separation between the true 
Israel and those nominally so. This contrast of the two parties 
is worked up into organic form with great dialectical abilitjr. 
It is concentrated into a process of development, especially in 
the person of the servant of Jehovah^ meaning the people of Israel, 
partly in fact, partly in idea. The sinfulness of the nation re- 
quires judicial punishment, which reaches even to the destruction 
of the citizens. By such means sin is atoned for, and the 
remnant of the people purified that they may realize their pro- 
phetic calling. At the same time the process gone throuffh 
is for the good of other peoples, in connection with Israel’s 
destination in the world. Here we get, for the first time, the 
idea of vicarious suffering. And now their mission is fulfilled. 
They become a nation of prophets as well as of priests in the 
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world, with a mediatorial office in the kingdom of God, whose 
blessedness and excellency are described in glowing colours. 
In all this the conception of God’s kingdom is expressed purely, 
without a political or theocratic form, and especially without 
mention of a ruler, a Messiah. This is the culminating point of 
Hebrew prophetism, forming a new epoch in its development. 
But it was suppressed for a time, in the period immediately 
succeeding the exile, by a hierarchical reaction. Christianity 
resumed and adopted it. 

In conformity with the analogy of prophecy generally, special 
predictions concerning Christ do not appear in the Old Testa- 
ment. Though the fathers tried to find them there — Justin, 
Origen, and others — the Jews acutely objected, and disproved 
their arguments. It was not till the Deists of the eighteenth 
century and the critico-historical interpretation of rationalism 
had shewn the untenable nature of special Messianic predictions 
as a leading evidence of revelation, that the fact came to be 
reluctantly admitted by evangelical critics. The Messiah of the 
prophets and the kingdom they sketch, is not the Jesus of the 
New Testament and the church ho founded. Yet the two are 
not separated. If the truths and institutions of the Old Testa- 
ment be the preparative and preformation of the development 
embodied in Christianity, the latter becomes the realisation of the 
former. For Schleiermacher’s assertion, that Christianity in its 
characteristics, stands in the same relation to Judaism as to 
heathenism, is certainly false.^ The prophets themselves could 
not separate the essential and permanent, which was destined 
to abide because reproduced in Christianity, from the temporal 
form and theocratic envelope in which it was conveyed. This 
can only be done from a New Testament point of view. They 
did not consciously adapt their anticipations of the future 
development of humanity to the nature of the New Testament 
state. From the error of supposing so, the theory of a double 
sense originated, a higher and lower, a literal and a spiritual, 
which has led to so much false interpretation, and is as base- 
less as the Judaising tendency that adheres to the letter so 
slavishly as to understand what is stated about the return of 
Israel to their own land, their occupation of the Gentiles’ coun- 
tries, the new temple and sacrificial worship, in a carnal 
sense. Theocratic dress should not be confounded with what it 
clothes and contains — the everlasting truths that reappear in 
Christianity without a Jewish face.^ 

It is not consistent with our purpose or limits to give a full 
outline of Old Testament christology. It can only be gathered 

* Glaubenslehre, J 12, p. 77. 

• Sea Tholuck, Dio Propheten, u. s. w., p. Ii6, et. seqq. 
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out of the prophets and preceding books by a careful induction 
of passages. And that task is rendered more difficult by the 
fact, that prophetic canonical literature does not present a very 
regular development of the Messiah’s person, work, and time. 
Sometimes a later prophet occupies a less advanced stage of per- 
ception than an earlier one; and none expresses more than a 
part of the compound idea resulting from all together. 

At the commencement of Genesis, victory over the evil prin- 
ciple is promised to humanity. In Abraham it is restricted to 
the Semitic race. But Messianic hopes, properly so called, did 
not originate so early. The ideas which lie at the basis of the 
Messianic prophecies are simple ; and must have been natural in 
the minds of the better part of the Israelites, who, from the 
relation they sustained to Jehovah, were convinced of the 
vanity of heathenism and the certainty of its abolition, either 
by the destruction or conversion of idolaters. Israel could not 
cease because of the everlasting covenant made with them ; and 
therefore their future must be glorious whether all other nations 
should perish or be converted to their faith. As to the farm 
in which Israel was to continue, they knew that a divine 
promise connected the sovereignty with David’s race. The 
throne of David was to be eternal. Such are the ideas lying at 
the foundation of the Messianic prophecies. The diversities appa- 
rent in the portraitures arise from the ways in which the sacred 
writer grasped the ideas in question. They gave prominence to 
this idea or that, put one in the back ground, or omitted it 
altogether, to place another in the fore ground. Hence Nicolas 
has correctly found the origin of the M(‘ssianic hopes in three 
things, — the nature of Israel’s race, their religion, and their 
histoij. The Hebrew character has ever been tenacious, self- 
contained, self-trusting. In circumstances of the greatest adver- 
sity the Jews never doubted of the safety of the race; indeed 
their confidence grew with their difficulties. They always clung 
to the belief of their preservation. Bright dreams sprang up 
on the soil of deep humiliation. Again, the Mosaic religion 
being set forth as a covenant between Jehovah and the house of 
Jacob — a covenant often renewed — tended to flatter the pride 
of the people. They were the special favourites of the Almighty, 
whom He had chosen as his own, and to whom He gave repeated 
tokens of his protection. All other nations were excluded from 
His favour. Thus they cherished the notion of their own supe- 
riority. But when the nation was divided, after the death of 
Solomon, and ruin seemed impending over it, present calamities 
turned the thoughts of the pious to the future, to look for the 
fulfilment of the divine promises. After chastisement and 
oppression, they believed that the Most High would have com- 
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passion upon them and remember His covenant. The people 
would return to the Lord, and the Lord would return to them ; 
a new era would dawn upon the house of Jacob— a period of 
prosperity, holiness, victory, and universal dominion — ^which 
shoiud witness the accomplishment of the gracious promises 
made to the fathers. Thus the Messianic expectation arose after 
David, at a time of national deterioration ; the kingdom being 
rent into two rival ones, and calamities apparently incurable 
having fastened themselves on the posterity of Abraham. It 
was then that darkness begot the dream of a bright future — 
a reign of universal peace, supremacy, and splendour. 

We have already seen that these Messianic hopes assume dif- 
ferent forms and limits among the individual prophets. In 
some they are higher, more comprehensive, more spiritual ; in 
others, narrower and more earthly. But still there is a general 
development whose outlines at least can be traced. Their original 
compared mth their ultimate state is imperfect. From 2 Sam. vii. 
12, 13, it is observable that though limited at first to the family 
of David and a worthy successor on his throne, they gradually 
expand. In the reign of Rehoboam they rise no higher than 
the re-cstablishmcnt of the nation’s unity under a descendant of 
David. An era of prosperity first appears in Joel. Micah 
mentions an extraordinary ruler of David’s race to be bom at 
Bethlehem, (v. 1), who should introduce everlasting peace and 
an unlimited dominion over all nations. In Isaiah and Jere- 
miah, especially the former, glowing pictures are presented of 
the re-establishment and prosperity of the nation ; but the des- 
cription of the future deliverer is still vague. He is a sprout or 
branch from David’s stem. Nothing is stated as to the nature of 
his birth, either in Isaiah or Micah. After the return from cap- 
tivity the Messiah is described in a different manner. Instead 
of the victorious hero of David’s family restoring the throne of 
his great ancestor and ruling over the whole world after con- 
quering all other nations, ho is one of the two sons of oil or 
anoint^ ones (Zech. iv. 14). His warlike equipment is laid 
aside ; he conquers neither by might nor by power, but by the 
Spirit of the Lord. He is tne messenger of the covenant who 
comes to purify the sons of Levi. A sacerdotal cast correspond- 
ing to the prevailing characteristic of the time when Haggai, 
Zechariah, and Malachi flourished belongs to the representations 
they give of the ^reat Deliverer: he Is a royal priest in the 
midst of an organised church where Levi’s sons perform their 
functions ; not a mighty ruler putting his foes under his feet and 
establishing Israel’s universal sway. And these hopes of the 
post-exile prophets are supposed to be on the point of fulfilment. 
The advent of Messiah is not far away in the indefinite future^ 
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'but immediate. He shall visit the rebuilt temple ; the glorious 
era is at hand ; and the ancient promises are on the ove of accom- 
plishment. Haggai and Zechariah saw the Messiah in Zerub- 
babeb who was of the family of David, for both speak of him in 
exalt^ terms, and the latter calls him the Branch (vi. 12), 
affirming that he shall bear the glory and shall sit and inile 
upon his throne ; and he shall be a priest upen his throne, and 
the counsel of peace shall be between them both/’ But the 
high hopes of the people respecting the commencement of 
Messiah’s reign at the rebuilding of the temple were soon dis- 
appointed ; so that Malachi, half a century after Haggai and 
Zechariah, puts the advent of the great day of the Lord into the 
obscure future. 

In this account of Zechariah we arc compelled to differ from 
Ewald who supposes that the prophet looked out for the bright- 
ening of the first rays of Messianic hope into actual manifes- 
tation in the immediate future, because they were linked to 
Joshua and Zerubbabel, the priestly and the kingly, that now 
worked together for the restoration of Judaism. As crowns 
were put on the heads of both, and also laid up in the temple 
for a memorial, the critic thinks that the Messianic hope would 
not be fulfilled forthn^dth, according to the prophet’s belief. 
The two illustrious persons were rather in Zeehariah’s view the 
precursors of Messiah’s advent — prelibations of his person and 
sway. They were the incipient fulfilment of the union which 
should characterise Messiah’s reign, agreeably to Jeremiah’s 
prophecy (xxiii. 17-26).^ Ingenious as this hypothesis is, we 
cannot adopt it. Of course Zechariah saw what he describes 
only in spirit, agreeably to the genius of later prophetism : the 
transactions were not outward or actual occurrences. 

The Messiah’s relation to God is expressed in various ways ; 
not his equality with Jehovah, nor his proper, independent, god- 
head. Whether he be intended by the angel or messenger of 
Jehovah is not clear. In some places at least that angel is 
identified with Jehovah himself. All that can bo said with 
truth is, that god-like qualities are ascribed to the predicted 
Messiah. The degree of his relationship to God is vaguely 
expressed. As a prophet he teaches by his word. As a priest 
he devotes himself to the good of the righteous. As a king he 
subdues all his enemies and reigns over an obedient world. 

The Messianic time is described as the close of the history of 
God’s kingdom on earth. Hence the prophets speak of those 
days, the last days, the days to come, the end of days, the time of 
the end. The Messianic future commonly terminates the horizon 

* See Nicolas, Etudes critiques, p. 418 et soqq. 

* Jahrbuch, xi. pp. 270, 271. 
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of the prophet’s vision. It often happens that the conversion 
of the heathen is represented as the immediate result of the 
divine proceedings in Israel, which is followed by the Messianic 
future ; for intervening periods were mostly concealed from the 
eight of the seer.^ 

It is instructive to observe that several prophets make no defi- 
nite promise of a single person as the Saviour; such as Joel, Amos, 
Zephaniah, Obadiah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Haggai, the Deutero- 
Isaiah. ^1 had not a perception of the future smvation m con- 
nection with an individual, By a number of persons — for ex- 
ample, the true God-fearing Israelites — some supposed that the 
glory intended for the covenant people should be brought in. 
So the Deutero-Isaiah thought. The Messianic reign was de- 
picted by others as introduced by Jehovah himself, the Pro- 
tector of Israel, no human deliverer being definitely set forth.* 

XVI. Diction and style of prophecy.— The diction and lan- 
guage of prophetic discourse is animated. Hence it assumes the 
external form of poetry, i.e., rhythm. Vet there is a difierence 
between prophetic rhythm and that of lyric poetry. The former 
has longer periods and so far approaches prose. It may be 
termed oratorical prose. Some prophets have the highest lyrical 
elevation ; others are softer, flowing, elegiac. The post-exile 
ones become gradually feebler, and sink down almost into prose. 
As to the oratorical form, it consists— 

First, of symbolical transactions frequently prefixed to their 
discourses as a kind of text to indicate the contents, e.g., when 
the prophet Ahijah appears before Jeroboam, and tears his 
mantle into twelve pieces (1 Kings xi.). In Jer. xxvii. 2, 
it is related that the prophet put a yoke on his neck (the 
foreign yoke of submission) ; compare too Ezek. v. But some 
of these symbolic actions are equivalent to nota henes, things 
which did not really take place before the eyes of the people, 
but are only related, e.g,, such as extended over a long period 
(Ezek. iv.). So also when Hosea receives a command to take 
unto him a wife of whoredoms and children of whoredom — a 
thing morally wrong. Yet Kurtz and Neumann regard this 
miowary symbolical act as a historical fact? Jeremiah is com- 
manded to carry a girdle to the Euphrates, where it rots. We 
may hence conclude that even the practicable actions were not 
all carried out. 

Secondly, the oratorical form consists of visions, i.e,, imme- 
diate perceptions of significant objects in dreams or the waking 
state. Their import is the same as that of symbolical actions. 

> See Knobel, Der Prophetiamus der Hebraer, vol. i. $ 26, p. 328, et leqq^. 

» See Bleek’s Einleitung, pp. 438, 439. 

s Kurtz*s Dio Ehe des Propheton Hosea, 1859. Neumann's Jeremias von Ana* 
thoth, 1856, 1858, 2 vols. 8to. 
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Visions are found even in the oldest prophets, ^.< 7 ., Amos vii.-ix. ; 
Jer. i. Isaiah presents a masterly specimen of vision, both with 
respect to its simplicity and the significance of each individual 
trait. But Ezekiel is somewhat fantastic in the use of them* 
Among the later prophets visions are much more frequent, and 
at the same time stranger, till at last they become nothing more 
than a species of prophetic drapery. Examples occur in Daniel 
and the Apocalypse. The word of God thus becomes a series 
of images, and the speaker an enraptured seer, shewing a feeble- 
ness of the prophetic spirit; for ihe word requires something 
stronger than mere fancy. And this weakness of the prophetic 
force again is a consequence of the opposition between the king- 
dom of God and that of the world, an opposition arising from 
the broken state of the people whose freedom and moral energy 
are impaired. The existence of visions as drapery is intimatdy 
connected with such a condition of the nation. These two 
things, symbolical transactions and visions, make up the symbols 
of prophecy, and should be judged by oriental taste. It is not 
easy to draw a line between symbolical actions which were 
merely internal, confined to the minds of the prophets them- 
selves, and therefore merely visionary, and such as were ohjectice 
facts. Perhaps the following considerations M^ill help to distin- 
guish them. 

1. Some were impossible. Thus Ezekiel was commanded to 
lie on his left side 390 days, and 40 days on the right. He was 
also ordered to take a wine cup and send it to all the nations to 
drink of. Accordingly he is said to have taken it to the kings 
of Egypt, Arabia, Persia, Media, etc., and to all the kings of 
the earth far and near” (Jer. xxv. 15). Ezekiel was ordered to 
take the roll of a book and eat it (ii. 9 ; iii. 2, 3). 

2 . Others contain what is unworthy of God, or inconsistent 
with decency. To this head belongs the command addressed to 
Hosea to take a wife of whoredoms (i.). Ezekiel was ordered 
to bake with man’s dung the bread he ate, as he lay on his side. 

3. Sometimes the means and end do not correspond. Such is 
the direction given to Jeremiah to put a linen girdle on his 
loins, go to the Euphrates, and hide the girdle in a hole of the 
rock. He does so, and returns from the long journey ; but after 
many days goes back to take the girdle from its place, and it is 
found good for nothing (Jer. xiii.). This is said to prefigure 
the pwple^s destruction. 

"We must remember,” says John Smith, "that the prophe- 
tical scene or stage upon which all apparitions were made to tho 
prophet, was his imagination, and that there all those things 
which God would have revealed unto him were acted over sym- 
bolically, as in a masque, in which diverse persons are brought 
in, amongst which the prophet himself bears a part ; and there- 
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fore he, according to the exigency of his dramatical appa- 
ratus, must as the other actors perform his part, sometimes 
by speaking and reciting things done, propounding questions, 
sometimes by acting that part which in the drama he was 
appointed to act by some others ; and so, not only by speak- 
ing, but by gestures and actions, come in, in his due place 
among the rest, as it is in our ordinary dreams, to use Mai- 
monides’ expression of it. And therefore it is no wonder to 
hear of those things done which indeed have no historical or 
real verity ; the scope of all being to represent something 
strongly to the prophet^s understanding, and sufficiently to 
inform it in the substance of those things in which he was to 
instruct that people to whom he was sent. And so sometimes 
we have only the intelligible matter , of prophecies delivered to 
us nakedly, without the imaginary ceremonies or solemnities. 
And as this notion of those actions of the prophets that are 
iiiterweaved with their prophecies is most genuine and agree- 
able to the general nature of prophecy, so we shall further 
clear and confirm it in some particulars.^ The same view is 
given by Mairaonides. 

It should be observed that visionary symbolical actions are 
different from visions or real internal phenomena presented to 
the inner eyes of the spirit. Visions proper should not be con- 
verted into the kind of phenomena of which we have been 
speaking. Thus in Ezek. viii.-xi. the prophet says he was 
transported to the door of the court. He had a real vision. 

In the earlier prophetic period when oral teaching was the 
mean employed, it is most likely that the symbolical actions 
were really performed. They fell in with the manner in which 
the prophets performed their duties, t.e„ by word of mouth. 
But when writing became general, and oral delivery of their 
messages less frequent in proportion, symbolical actions were 
commonly internal and visionary.* 

XVII. Historic periods op prophecy. — The prophetism of 
the Old Testament properly begins with Samuel and ends with 
Malachi, i,e, from 1100 till 400 b.c., occupying a period of 
about 700 years. In a certain sense indeed it may be dated 
from Moses, whose theocratic religion laid the basis on which 
the prophets founded their animating lessons. But the proper 
theocratic fruit did not appear till prophetism became an institu- 
tion under Samuel. This may he divided into four sections, 
first, ^e older one 1100—850 b.c. ; the second, 850—650 b.c. ; 
the third, from Josiah till the downfall of Judah 630-584 b.c. : 
the fourth, 584-400 b.c. 

1. Till the reigns of Jehoash of Judah and Jehoabaz son 
of Jehu of Israel, i.e., till 855. In this incipient period 

» Select Diicourses, p. 239, ed., 1821. » Bleek, Einleitung, pp. 426, 427. 
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prophets were characterised by action and energy. They stood 
Impart from the people in their original power. Hence they 
were respected and obeyed without much opposition. There 
was a certain rough wildness about them which shews a rude 
and uncultivated state of society. Appearing as a foreign 
and awe-inspiring manifestation of the divine power, they 
set themselves like a wall’ against heathenism, and put forth 
uncommon energy against earthly potentates. But they did 
not penetrate far into the spiritual life of the mass. They 
rather overpowered the people by the magnitude of their deeds 
and the pregnant force of their words. They inspired a%ce 
more than love into the populace, who looked upon them as 
persons removed from their own sphere of humanity by the 
exhibitions of a marvellous energy that struck directly at its 
object. They were not cultivate speakers. What they said 
was a spontaneous outburst of zeal. Their addresses must have 
been brief and simple, of an admonitory, threatening, censur- 
ing, and promising style. They were vehement and practical ; 
without poetic ornament, oratorical fullness, or far-reaching 
comprehensiveness, yet pointed, pithy, and pregnant with the 
poetry of patriotic passion. The questions with which prophecy 
was now occupied were less important, being incidental topics 
relating immediately to the events of the day, though remotely 
connected with the kingdom of God. The defects belonging to 
such prophetism were those which adhered to it out of the pre- 
Mosaic, heathen period. Occasionally it exhibited a tinge of 
superstition, and shewed some symptoms of the lower stage of 
prophetic inspiration in which feeling has undue predominance 
over conacioueness. The s^^r-state was only passing away. A 
settled order of prophets had been recently instituted. If 
Elijah be taken as the type of the time, a remarkable influ- 
ence of the Spirit rested upon him. His example and energy 
raised up a number of disciples, difiusing the spirit of prophecy, 
but lessening its internal force in proportion. As the pro- 
phetic schools were in Israel, the prophets were more numerous 
m that kingdom ; and probably were more united in their 
eflbrts. They cooperated in their great work of upholding and 
developing the theocracy. And their functions were less dis- 
tinct from those of the priests than afterwards ; for Samuel, 
Elijah, and Elisha sometimes offered sacriflces. Besides Elijah 
and Elisha, we have Shemaiah, Micaiah son of Imlah, and 
JoeL 

2. From the ninth till the seventh century, till Manasseh. 
This is the most flourishing period of prophecy. Compared 
with the former it is marked by a great change, especiallv from 
the commencement of the eighth century. Hitherto propnetism 
was mainly occupied with the triumph of the Mosaic ceremonies. 
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Its chief object wajs to overthrow the altars of strange gods, and 
rear others to the honour of Jehovah. The idea which the 
prophets had entertained of Mosaism was imperfect, because 
they looked at it in the concrete — as an assemblage of ritual 
practices and institutions. A purer and more elevated concep- 
tion of it was now acquired. It presented itself as an internal 
power, purifying the conscience, and controlling the life from 
mthin. The eternal truths of a divine kingdom in the world 
were apprehended in a manner somewhat befitting their nature. 
Proplietism began to be in fact what it had been only in theory 
before — the ministry of the word and spirit. After the state 
of morals in the northern kingdom had deteriorated in the 
long and prosperous reign of Je^'oboam II., the prophets raised 
their voice against prevailing vices rather than disloyalty” to 
Jehovah and his worship. In this way ethics more than ntual 
came to occupy their tlioughts, and led them forward to a better 
form of theocratic truth. This was particularly the case in the 
. southern kingdom which was always in advance of the northern, 
because the latter was characteiised by a military government, 
which necessarily produces a certain rudeness of manners. The 
development of prophecy is most marked in Israel, because almost 
all the prophets of the period belonged to that kingdom. There 
is little doubt, however, that the transformation took place in 
both kingdoms, though not in the same degree. Prophetism 
generally assumed a culture and spirituality almost unknown to 
preceding seers. It reached its highest stage of development by 
grasping the spiritual sense of the theocracy, more from causes 
within itself than outward circumstances ; though the latter 
were not without their influence in bringing about its trans- 
formation. 

Having attained to this elevated platform, the prophets 
exerted great influence not only in relation to their own but 
succeeding times. We have now their loftiest manifestation as 
speakers and writers together. They spoke and wrote with a 
living freshness corresponding to the fullness of their minds. 
Writing was with them the consequence of public speaking and 
acting. They were authors because they were religious orators 
of the highest order, enunciating spiritual truths of general 
importance to mankind. The universal questions of all time 
occupied their thoughts. Accordingly they present more marks 
of culture than their predecessors. Their addresses are longer 
and more profound ; more poetic or oratorical in form, as they 
appear at least in writing, Not only do their popular dis- 
courses approach in character to the literary, but even what they 
did not oraDy deliver was committed to writing, to serve as 
permanent instruction for the people of God. Thus they 
furnish a proper prophetic literature. 
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Violent ^tienlations and outward signs were leas prominent 
— a fact iK^ch. also shews a higher development. Th€ word 
itself was the great characteristic. Kingship, no longer over- 
aw^ by prophetic power, now began to measure itself with 
prophetism, even in Judah. The worship of idols had in- 
sinuated itself into the same kingdom. Manasseh and Ahaz 
sacrificed their sons to Moloch. Thus caprice set itself in 
opposition to the objective powers of the law and prophecy. 
Where it prevails, scepticism and atheism are the result. 
Favoured by such circumstances, false prophecy soon acquired 
an influence. Monarchs persecuted and murdered true pro- 
phets : false ones were safe. Isaiah may bo taken as the type 
of the time, as he is the highest in it. Besides him, there are 
Amos, Micah, Habakkuk, Zechariah (latter part), perhaps Oba- 
diah, all in Judah. Hosea belonged to Israel. It is not easy 
to estimate the difliculties which the prophet had now to en- 
counter. They arose both from kings and the priestly caste, 
chiefly the former. The servants of God were not at once 
respected and obe 3 'ed. They were often ridiculed and scorned. 
Sovereigns were not vrilling hearers of their threatening mes- 
sages. The greatest obstacle, however, was from within the 
order itself. Some forgot their high calling, and yielded to the 
flatteries of the great. Tempted away from genuine virtue, 
they lowered their character and position. These, therefore, 
had to be withstood. All the resources and capabilities of the 
true prophets were called forth to overcome such defection. 
And they were often successful in encountering their dangerous 
enemies. Self-denial and freedom were qualities which they 
exhibited abundantly. 

3. In the third period, from Josiah till the destruction of 
Judah as a kingdom, the sinking of prophecy is clearly dis- 
cernible. False prophets had almost suppressed it. Yet the 
voices of I^ahura and Zephaniah are still heard. At last Jere- 
miah appears, the type of all the prophets in their self-denying 
labours and sore sraering. In him the moral is put above the 
ceremonial law, as in Isaiah, Micah, and others of the preceding 
period. The prophet prevails over the priest Spfritual concep- 
tions of the theocracy are manifest in his writings. He insists 
upon moral sentiments and the promptings of conscience as 
acceptable to God ; while sacrifices and holocausts are repre- 
sent^ as of no avail in themselves. His spiritualism is fully 
equal to that of Isaiah, if not superior to it. Away from Pales- 
tine, on the banks of the Chaboras, Jeremiah’s disciple Ezekiel 
preaches to the exiles till the sixt^nth year after the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. In him appears the beginning of the formal-, 
ist tendency, which became dominant after the restoration from 
Babylon. As he could not wholly withstand its influence, he 
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forms tho point of transition between his predecessors prior to 
the captivity and such as lived at the return. His thoroughly 
religious jmitiinents, however, are distinctly seen. The spirit* 
ualism or Jeremiah left deep traces upon him. But his visions 
are artiheial and fantastic. When a prophet substitutes written 
for spoken discourse in his leisure hours, he is liable to become 
feebler, by losing the living breath of genuine inspiration. 

4. During the captivity, we have some fine specimens of pro- 
phecy. The Deutero- Isaiah takes a comprehensive range, and a 
more spiritual view of the theocracy than Isaiah himself. In 
elevation and power his discourses occupy a conspicuous place. 
But Zechariah equals him in depth of vision. The prophets are 
now writers rather than speakers, substituting the written for the 
oral. This accounts for the fact that visions appear more fre- 
quently ; visions, too, of an artificial nature, evidencing decay. 
Old oracles are repeated. The ideas of the old prophets reappear. 
It was an age of the exposition and evolution of truths which 
had been unfolded before. The copying of images and words in 
their predecessors is apparent, which is tantamount to a sinking 
of the true prophetic spirit. These i)rophets indeed labour for 
the restoration of the theocracy in a better form than it had yet 
assumed ; yet most were tinged with the ritualism of their time. 
This is the distinguishing feature which separates them from 
their predecessors, who give no more than a secondary import- 
ance to the ceremonial part of the law; while Haggai, Zechariah, 
and Malachi insist on the necessity of fulfilling its prescriptions. 
The rebuilding of the temple is a great object in their sight — a 
thing right and proper in itself, but not so primary as they 
represent it. Tithes and ofterings are viewed as a debt con- 
tracted to God himself ; and marriages with strange peoples, 
the Ammonites, Moabites, and others, are forbidden as violations 
of the Mosaic precepts. Outward religion consisting in cere- 
monials is enjoined, much more than purity of heart or obedi- 
ence to conscience. The sacerdotal element had acquired the 
predominance over the prophetic, and therefore it is said that 
the priesfs lips should keep knowledge, since he, not the pro- 
phet, is the messenger of the Lord of hosts (Mai. ii. 7). God 
is said to have made with Levi, the priestly race, a covenant 
of life and peace, a thing unknown before in the sacred books, 
shewing at the time a very different relation between priest 
and prophet from what had subsisted when the priests were the 
opponents of the prophets in thwarting their ministry as they 
were able. It is instructive to behold how the prophets of 
this period were affected by the prevailing formalism, so that 
the sacerdotal office assumed an exaggerated importance in their 
eyes.^ 

* See Nicolas’s Ehides critiquec, etc., p. 428, et seqq. 
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It is very likely that the prophets wrote at first short, preg- 
nant words, serving as texts for oral discourses, which they put 
up in public places. References to tablets are fouiuh in Isaiah 
and Habakkuk, the former having written a signitfdaht name, 
Maher^8halal-hash~ha%, on a smooth plate (Is. viii. 1); while the 
latter was commanded to write a vision upon tables, and make 
it so plain that hasty passers could read the large characters at 
a glance. 

)^en addresses wore committed to writing, we do not sup- 
pose that they were noted down either literally or exactly. 
They were enlarged, revised, recast,, and improved. Some were 
written that had never been spoken, such as the oracles of Joel, 
I^ahum, and Habakkuk. ]Most of Ezekiel’s also were committed 
to writing at first and exclusively. The extended description of 
the temple in the concluding chapters was not orally delivered. 
Occasionally they themselves collected their own writings, as 
Joel and Habakkuk did. At other times they left them in 
separate parts, which posterity put together in difierent ways, 
A collection of oracles, or a hook, w’as termed a booh of Jehotah, 
nin^ (Is. xxxiv. 1(1). Jeremiah dictated his prophecies to 
Baruch, who wrote them in a roll ; and when Jehoiakim 
ordered it to be burnt, he dictated them anew (Jer. xxxvi.). 

The entire prophetic literature of the Old Testament is not 
extant. Our present books are only a part of wdiat antiquity 
possessed. They are the greater part, however ; for in J ere- 
miah, where most references to older books occur, passages from 
lost oracles are hardly found. The fact of some prophetic litera- 
ture being no longer extant might be inferred a jiriori, from the 
extent of what we have, which bears little proportion to the 
number of prophets. Hosea refers to an unknown oracle (vii. 
12), where the translation should be, according to the oracle (or 
prophesying) to their congregation; not as Gesenius (Lex.) has 
it, 08 the report has come to their congregation* In Is. ii. 2-4 and 


Mic. iv. 1-4, the same extract from an older prophecy is given. 

Very few of the prophetical books are now in their original 
state. They have been arranged and disposed by later hands. 
Most have suffered greater or less alteration, subsequently to the 
original writers themselves. Jeremiah’s have been most freely 
dealt with, so that the original text can hardly be recoverea. 
Glosses have intruded here and there into many pieces, not only 
in Jeremiah, but others. Collectors and compilers did not con- 


fine themselves to the mere business of arrangement in their 
own way, nor were they always content with prefixing inscrip- 
tions. They took greater liberties. Hero, however, it is all but 
impossible to detect and develop the processes through which 
the books passed before they assumed their present state. The 
higher criticism is scarcely equal to the task, because so little 



COMPLETION IN CHRISTIANITT. 


489 


tangible evidence is forthcoming. Subjeetivitj is apt to mn 
into excess in such a region. Yet something lin be done, diffi^ 
cult as th^ subject is, if caprice and conjecture be checked by 
sober judgment. Perhaps Ewald, in giving scope to his in- 
genuity, has gone to excess in his investigations of the topic ; 
yet he has done what is worth attention. 

XVIII. Completion of Hebrew prophecy in CHRisriANipr. 
—Christianity may be generally described as a j»eaction of the 
suppressed prophetic spirit against the degeneracy of religion 
into mere statutes and formalism. It is the reanimation, or 
rather the restoration and completion of prophetism, the concilia-^ 
tion of prophetism and priesthood in a higher unity. It appears 
as the fulblment of the old Messianic promises, realising the 
original idea of God’s kingdom, which is that of one holy^ 
spiritual people (Ex. xix. 5, 6). That idea suffered a temporary 
limitation in Mosaism, by reason of the hard-heartedness of the 
Jewish people, through the peculiar institute of the Levitical 
priesthood. The limitation in question was destined to be 
removed in the future, after the Hebrew people had been puri- 
fied by the general outpouring of the divine Spirit on all classes, 
consecrating them prophets and priests and so doing away with 
the Levitical priesthood as an intermediate office. The promise 
has been fulfilled by Christ, both negatively srndi positively. Nega- 
tively it has been accomplished by his atonement, in which he 
redeems mankind from the slavery of sin, and reconciles them 
to God. Positively y he effects it by the communication of the 
divine Spirit to believers to live in them, and so individual 
Christians appropriate to themselves the words of redemp- 
tion and reconciliation. This spirit of Christ is sonship 
and its privileges, i,e,, free unrestrained communion with the 
Father, no longer conditioned by any mediator, but by Christ 
himself. It is easy to see how this b^omes the foundation of a 
kingdom of God on earth in higher potency, viz., the Christian 
church, or the great congregation of the saints. Such a com- 
munity embraces all who are chosen out of the world and have 
entered into fellowship with God — who have, as it were, died 
with Christ to the world, and are born again to a new life in 
God. Hence the church is the community of the faithful, con- 
sisting of a holy people belonging to God, as was the case in the 
Old Testament, but is now in a higher and truer sense in the 
New (1 Pet. ii. 9 ; 1 Cor. iii. 16 ; 2 Cor. vi. 16). 

The essence of Christianity is holiness, the priestism of men 
and of human life ; or, in other words, purity, d^i^tion to God 
not externally hvit in the inner nature. Hence it is not repre- 
sented as belonging to a peculiar condition, but extending to all 
Christians, who, however poor and humble they appear, have a 
holy office in the kingdom of God. Christians are not separated 
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from the world outwardly, but placed in the midst of it as salt 
and leaven — the spirit that animates it — a result which can onljr 
be effected by intercourse and mutual converse. The world is 
not a thing wnich they are to flee from, but to fight against, as 
we do against our corrupt nature. This is a wholesome counter- 
poise to separatism on the one hand, and an overstrained striv- 
ing after purity on the other. Such is the conception of the 
external church, consisting of the spiritual and secular. Ac- 
cordingly all arc spiritual in this kingdom (1 Cor. ii. 10, etc ; 
Gal. vi. 1), because they have the Spirit of Christ (1 Cor. xii.). 
Hence, too, they are all priests, so far as they have free access 
to God by Christ’s Spirit and redemption, and are called to serve 
him as well as to promote his will and kingdom. In the case of 
individuals, this is especially shewn in the manifestations of 
Christian life, and the duties of the Christian vocation, things 
borrowed from the function of the Old Testament priesthood. 
Thus in relation to their priesthood^ a spiritual self-sacrifice 
is imposed upon Christians, or, in other words, a continuous 
crucifying of the carnal life, and a cleaving to God with soul, 
body, and substance. Hence we read in Rom. xii. 1, be- 
seech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service;*’ Phil. ii. 17, Yea, and 
if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I 
joy, and rejoice with you all;” Phil. iv. 8, “Finally, brethren, 
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, what- 
soever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report ; if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things 
Heb. xiii. 15, “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of 
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving 
thanks to his name.” Another principal part of the priestly per- 
formances is prayer, praise, and thanks, both for self and others 
(Matt, xviii. 20; Ephes. vi. 18, etc. ; 1 Tim. ii. 1, etc.; James 
V. 14, etc.). This is the only sacrifice that remains, since Christ 
has abolished all sacrifices bj the one offering of himself. And 
as to the prophetic office, it consists in the announcement of 
God’s will. Christians make known the divine purposes and 
ways towards man. They have knowledge^ especially through 
the diligent study of Scripture to which all are called ; or at 
least they have tne capacity for inquiring into revelation, and 
are bound to search it, because it has been written by means of 
God’s Spirit (1 Cor. ii. ; 2 Cor. i. 12 ; Ephes. i. 17, etc.). They 
have all in like manner certain duties, because they are com- 
manded to try the spirits (Matt. vii. 15 ; Acts xvii. 11 ; 1 John 
iv. 1). And they have to spread their knoioledge^ because it must 
not he concealed, On the contrary, they should testify of divine 
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truth for the edification of the brethren, according to thdp 
measure of faith and the opportunities afforded them. By 
admonition, doctrine, reproof, and threatening, their duty is to 
hold forth the word of life (Matt, xviii. 15, etc. ; Korn. xv. 
5, 6, 14 ; 1 Thess. i. 8 ; Gal. vi. 1, etc.). Accordingly in the 
first meetings of the early Christians, ^ification was common 
and mutual ; each contributing to the advancement of the rest 
according to the measure of his gifts (1 Cor. xii.). 

Priesthood and prophetism arg two refractions as it were of the 
light proceeding from the same Holy Spirit, according to the 
twofold nature of the individual man, viz., heart oxadi spirit, action 
and knowledge, Prophetism is the divine life as inclination, feeling, 
action. On the other hand, priesthood is the same divine life 
as consciousness, doctrine. In this lies the decision of the dispute 
as to whether religion is a thing of faith and feeling; or of 
knowledge. It is a thing of faith ; all scientific knowledge being 
wholly foreign to its nature. 

The spiritual priest- and prophet-hood of Christians was often 
adduced and recommended, in the first centuries of the church, 
by the better among the fathers, such as Tertullian, Augus- 
tine, etc. Their priestly and prophetic vocation is given only 
as an idea towards which there should be a constant approxi- 
mation. As long as it is an earthly one, it can never be fully 
realised in action. Hence even the Christian church could 
not maintain itself long on this high platform on account of its 
hard-heartedness. The degeneracy happened first to the pro- 
phetic department, that is, the part of the Christian vocation 
referring to the word of God ; and appeared in the inequality 
and one-sidedness of the gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor. xiL-xiv.), as 
also in the necessity of spiritual guidance on the part of the 
mass. In consequence of such degeneracy, a peculiar spiritual 
office for teaching and the care of souls was instituted ; which 
though limited at first to the place of common edification, soon 
absorbed all the activity of individuals. And not only was this 
prophetic part of the Christian calling suppressed, but the 
priestly privileges were overpowered by a peculiar Levitical 
priesthood, the wXijpo^ or clerical order. This sacerdotal caste 
thrust itself anew between God and man into the lievitical 
office as if it were a reconciling and mediating one, converting 
the general privilege of free access to God by Christ, into the 
monopoly of an order. The foundations of this need of a pecu- 
liar priesthood had been laid in the Old Testament by the 
ceremonial service in which the law consists. And as a similEir 
ceremonial service arose in the Christian church also, a priest- 
hood was felt to be necessary. Every extended legislation is 
followed by a number of transgressions, and therefore a great 
part of worship consisted in atonii^ for Levitical sins. As if to 
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meet suclx inclination of the priests^ the mass had a strong 
tendency to put holiness in a particular place, to attach it to 
particul^ persons, and transfer it to a peculiar order. In 
this way it was the fate of Christianity to return to Judaism. 
The middle ages were not wanting in Froteitants who opj^ed 
this usurpation. But protest was not carried out till the 
Beformation. Part of this protest was, that human elements 
had been put into the place of the divine word ; and that an 
outward righteousness of works had been established. It was a 
protest against the usurpation of universal priest- and prophet- 
nood by an especial caste. Yet the Reformation itself had 
respect to human weakness and hard-heartedness in not going 
BO far as the spiritualist sects, that of the Anabaptists for ex- 
ample, who rejected all human rule, and even the administra- 
tion of the means of grace. They also abolished the office of 
teaching. In the Refoimation, however, a particular office for 
instructing and watching over souls in the administration of the 
word and sacraments was allowed to remain. But although it 
is difficult to draw the boundaries, and no strict principle can be 
carried out, the essential distinction between the Protestant and 
Catholic churches appears in the fact that the Protestant office 
of teaching does not assume a divine authority for carrying on 
a mediatorship between God and man; and therefore cannot 
take away the priestly rights of individuals. On the contrary it 
has for its scope the education of the individuaPs priesthood. The 
title to teach attached to a particular office in Protestantism is 
solely disciplinary and educational, whose object is to make itself 
superfluous. Yet even here it is matter of regret that the 
sacerdotal function of the individual has been overpowered by 
tlie attraction of the ministerial office ; or in other words, by 
theology, Spener reasserted the right, and excited great com- 
motion in con^uence. Dr. Arnold did the same in opposition 
to the Tractarians. 
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